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Britain backs EU turn to the Left 


From Charles Bremner 
IN BRUSSELS 

-BRITAIN is to join France, Germa- 
■ iiy and eight other European Un¬ 
ion countries in a left-wing policy 
manifesto that commits the Govern¬ 
ment to common cause with the 
states inside monetary union. 

Uniting in a single manifesto, the 
social democrat parties that now 
dominate the EU are to pledge 
themselves to coordinate economic 
policies for growth, including a 
push for harmonising taxes and 
heavy spending to boost employ- 
mail and avert recessions. 

Oskar Lafontaine. Germany’s 


hard-left Finance Minister, visits 
London tomorrow to join Gordon 
Brown, ihe Chancellor, in putting 
finishing touches to the paper set¬ 
ting out a left-wing “policy agenda” 
for a “New European Way" inside 
monetary union, to be launched on 
January 1. The paper, to be issued 
in Brussels on Sunday by the fi¬ 
nance ministers of France. Germa¬ 
ny, Britain and the eight other so- 
rialist-Ied states of the European 
Union, distils the new order in the 
EU which was consolidated with 
the election of Germany’s Social 
Democrat Government in Septem¬ 
ber. “A united Europe is our re¬ 
sponse to the challenge that globali¬ 


sation poses to old nation state poli¬ 
ty,** it says. 

Although the manifesto is 
couched ui broad terms. Britain's 
commitment to an agenda for man¬ 
aging monetary union is seen by 
other EU states as a powerful sign 
of the Government’s eagerness to 
be part of the euro project. They 
are trying every way to ensure that 
they are not excluded,” a French of¬ 
ficial said. Another senior diplomat 
said the paper was Tony Blair'S 
way of avoiding being sidelined 
from the“Euro-11" stales which are 
joining the euro and harmonising 
policies in the euro zone. 

Work on the paper, called The 


New European Way — Economic 
Reform in the Framework of EMU, 
began in February during the Brit¬ 
ish EU presidency. Only Belgium. 
Spain, Ireland and Luxembourg — 
states not led by left-wing parties — 
are not endorsing the paper, a draft 
of which has been obtained by The 
Times. 

Its main thrust is a commitment 
to closer co-ordination of budget 
and economic policies to ensure 
growth and promote employment. 
“We have to co-operate, to co-ordi¬ 
nate and to develop a set of com¬ 
mon rules for the economic and so¬ 
da! well-being of European citi¬ 
zens." it says. In a whiff of regulato¬ 


ry enthusiasm that would have 
beat anathema to the previous Brit¬ 
ish Government — or. indeed, das 
last German one — it says mone¬ 
tary union requites closer "co-ordi¬ 
nation of economic and structural 
politics in order to promote fair 
rules of competition*’. Britain and 
the three other states not joining the 
euro at the start must “cooperate 
with ... those having already intro¬ 
duced the single currency in order 
to ensure the European Way." 

On taxation, the manifesto mixes 
British-style calls for lightening the 
fiscal burden with the continental 
drive for tax harmony in the inter¬ 
est of "fair" competition. Taxation 


should not distort decisions with re¬ 
gard to labour, capital and services 
... EMU will intensify the potential 
for tax competition. Therefore fur¬ 
ther efforts have to be undertaken 
ro avoid harmful tax competition 
among the member states." the 
draft says. The EU*s main target is 
to speed up work on minimum lev¬ 
els of tax on corporate profits and 
savings. Britain has until now been 
attempting to slow down both 
drives. On Monday. Herr Lafon- 
taine predicted that the German 
EU presidency, starting in Janu¬ 
ary, would adiieve agreement on 
tax harmonisation by June. 

The paper also mixes British- 


backed pledges to remove barriers 
to trade with a French-inspired 
commitment to preserve public 
services previously run by the state. 
To protea services such as gas, elec¬ 
tricity and telecoms, “we need a 
new culture of regulation", it says. 

The agenda’s most sensitive goal, 
in continental terms, is an attempt 
to reinforce the push by France, 
Germany and Italy to bring to heel 
the European Central Bank, the in¬ 
dependent manager of the euro. 
The paper tells the bank it must 
take into account the needs of job 
creation. 

Leading article, page 19 


.Revolt by 
peers over 
curbs on 
Euro poll 

1 By Jambs Land ale. political correspondent 


REED SAXON/AP 






Ml 




THE House of Lords yester¬ 
day staged a huge display of 
defiance against the Govern¬ 
ment when peers rtgected for a 
fourth time plans to restrict 
voter choice in the European 
elections. 

In what has become a bruis¬ 
ing trial of strength between 
the Lords and die Govern¬ 
ment, peers insisted they had 
the right to ask the Commons 
to think again. The Lords has 
not defeated a government 
four times cm the same issue 
since the 1970s when it threw 
out two nationalisation Bills. 

Ministers spoke of a consti¬ 
tutional crisis and accused 
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peers of abusing their powers. 
They insisted that next sum¬ 
mer's elections risked bang 
plunged into chaos if the par¬ 
liamentary impasse is not re¬ 
solved over the next few days. 

The Lords, as the inferior 
chamber, normally backs 
down after playing a couple of 
rounds of legislative “ping 
pong” with the Commons. 

But peers voted by 261 to 
198. a majority of 63, to insist 
that electors have the right to 
bade an individual candidate 
in the new system of propor¬ 
tional representation being in¬ 
troduced for next year's polL 

The Government wants a 
so-called “dosed list” system 
in which voters would deter¬ 
mine how many seats a party 
wins but the parries them¬ 
selves would dedde which in¬ 
dividuals become MEPX. The 
Tories, many crossbenchers, 
and some Labour backbench¬ 
ers believe this gives too much 
power to party apparatchiks 
at the expense of voters. 

The ping pong will continue 
today when the European Par¬ 
tiamentary Elections Bill re¬ 
turns to the Commons. The 
Government will introduce a 
new amendment — which it is 
bound to do under parliamen¬ 
tary rules — and, after a vote, 
send the Bill back to the Lords 
the same aftemoon. 

Ping pong can continue in¬ 
definitely if the Commons con¬ 
tinues sending bade new 
amendments. The Bill would 
die only if agreement was not 
reached when the parliamenta¬ 
ry session ends on Friday. 

If it is lost, the Government 
can accept defeat and hold the 
elections under the existing 
first-past-the-post system: or it 
can reintroduce the Bill in next 
week’s Queen’s Speech- 

Mr Blair's official spokes¬ 
man said he saw the vote as 
“an affront to democracy - Wil¬ 
liam Hague, the Tory leader, 
said it was a victory for com- 
m onsense and democracy. 

Leading aitide, page 19 






A meteor cuts across fee star-lit sky, framed by a Joshua tree and rocks, in Southern California's Mojave Desert in this 30 minuteexposure photograph 

Comet ‘brings extraterrestrial life’ 


By Nigel Hawkes 
SCIENCE EDITOR 

THE Earth may have been showered 
with bacteria as it passed through the 
Leonid meteor stream last night, two 
astronomers believe. Professor Chan¬ 
dra Wickramasinghe and Sir Fred 
Hoyle have long championed the 
theory that microscopic forms of life 
may have originated elsewhere with 
Earth sweeping them up on its orbit. 

Once ridiculed, the theory has 
gained in plausibility with the discov¬ 
ery that comets do contain large 
amounts of organic matter and carbon- 
bared chemicals which include amino 


adds, the basic building blocks of pro¬ 
teins. It achieved respectability last 
night when Nasa, the US space agen¬ 
cy, launched its first “astrobiology” mis¬ 
sion using aircraft to seek traces of ex¬ 
traterrestrial life in the meteor stream. 

The Leonid shower, expected to peak 
at about 7pm yesterday, consists of the 
trail of the comet Tempel-Tuttle. As the 
Earth passes through that trail, thou¬ 
sands of tiny particles of matter bum 
up in the atmosphere to create “shoot¬ 
ing stars” — brief streaks of tight 

Every 33 years or so, the spectacle is 
enhanced because the comet has re¬ 
cently passed dose to the Sun. boiling 
off more material from its surface. This 


year and next promise such a show, 
and astronomers were out last night 
hoping to see a repeat of the last major 
Leonid storm in 1966. 

Most people have overlooked the pos¬ 
sibility of living bacteria from Tempel- 
Tuttle reaching the Earth, said Profes¬ 
sor Wickramasinghe. Because the com¬ 
et last passed dose to the Sun only nine 
months ago. cometary particles wiU be 
freshly evaporated from its surface. 

As well as solid partides fee sire of a 
gran of sand, which bum to create me¬ 
teors, the stream will contain perhaps 
an equal mass of bacterial-sized pan- 
ides, he believes. As these reach fee 
stratosphere, they will be flash-healed 


to 230C (446F) or so for a few seconds. 
That is normally suffidentheat to steri¬ 
lise bacteria, but laboratory experi¬ 
ments have shown some survive. Even 
bacteria deactivated by ultraviolet light 
— as they might be after nine months 
in orbit — can come back to life thanks 
to enzymes. 

Each day some 50 tons of cometary 
dust reach Earth. During the Leonids, 
feat could increase by a factor of len 
thousand, leading to a total mass of a 
million tons. 

If as little as one part in a thousand 
of feat material is viable bacteria, fee 
total drifting to Earth would be 100,000 
billion billion, or 10 to the power of 23. 


Regiments 
cut back 

Many of Britain’s best-known 
regiments, such as the Green 
Howards and the Argyll and 
Sutherland Highlanders, will 
be cut back in the restrained 
Territorial Army Page 6 

US rates down 

The Federal Reserve cur US 
rates to their lowest level in 
four years as the battle against 
global financial market tur¬ 
moil continued.Page 23 


Fishing curbs to tackle fall in salmon 


By Nick Nuttall 

ENVIRONMENT 

CORRESPONDENT 

SALMON anglers are to face 
severe restrictions on the 
number of fish they can keep. 

The season during which 
anglers can keep salmon they 
catch is to be halved under rad¬ 
ical plans to save the king of 
fish from extinction. 

Proposals to be unveiled to¬ 
day by the Environment Agen¬ 
cy will require anglers by law 
to release salmon they catch in 


England and Wales up to June 
16. It is hoped to save 2,000 to 
3,000 Spring-running salmon 
or up to a fifth of the 12,000 of 
Britain's spawning stock. 

The restrictions, which have 
been generally welcomed fry 
anglers and owners of fishing 
hotels as more favourable 
than outright closures, will hit 
over 30.000 anglers. 

The new, national bylaws 
which are expected to come 
into force, will cover over a doz¬ 
en rivers. These rndude the 
main salmon angling rivers of 


the Uine. Ribble and Eden in 
Lancashire; the Dee and Usk 
in Wales; die Wye in fee West 
Country and the Exe, Taw, 
Tamar, Dart and Torridge in 
the South West 

Chris Poupard of the Sal¬ 
mon and Trout Association in 
London said that until now 
only fee odd river in England 
ana Wales have had any land 
of restrictions and these have 
been purely voluntary. 

The proposals, which come 
after alarm in Britain and 
abroad over the sharp decline 


in salmon stocks, include a 
crackdown on fee netting of 
migratory salmon returning 
to rivers at sea. 

Experts blame global warm¬ 
ing. which has raised tempera¬ 
tures in the Atlantic as well as 
fee silting up of spawning 
beds from intensive agricul¬ 
ture and over-fishing. 

In Scotland, restrictions are 
on a river by river basis. On 
the Tweed anglers catching be¬ 
fore June 1 must throw the first 
fish back but can keep fee sec¬ 
ond one. 


Survival 
test for 
grammar 
schools 

By Roland Watson 

POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT 

BRITAIN'S few remaining 
grammar schools will face an 
annual battle for survival un¬ 
der government regulations 
approved by MPs last night 
Anti-selection campaigners 
will be able to organise paren¬ 
tal petitions every year, press¬ 
ing for a vote to turn their local 
grammar school into a com¬ 
prehensive. Although gram¬ 
mar schools would win a five- 
year breathing space if they 
fought off the challenge in a re¬ 
sulting ballot, many are likely 
to faoe annual campaigns try¬ 
ing to collect enough signa¬ 
tures to trigger a vote. 

The regulation, approved 
9-5 by MPs on fee standing 
committee considering the Ed¬ 
ucation Bill, threatens the fu¬ 
ture of many of fee country's 
166 grammar schools. 

The details, published yes¬ 
terday. mean feat grammar 
schools wiU now he living un¬ 
der a “permanent state of un¬ 
certainty*’, the Tories say. 

The Government also faced 
fierce criticism that it was tilt¬ 
ing the result of ballots m fa¬ 
vour of abolition by loading 
the wording of the question 
against grammar schools. 

Rather than being asked if 
they want to do away with lo¬ 
cal grammar schools, parents 
will be asked if they are in fa¬ 
vour of “introducing admis¬ 
sion arrangements which ad¬ 
mit children of all abilities". 

Damian Green, the Tories’ 
education spokesman, said fee 
wording amounted to a 
‘‘rigged" question. ‘This is try¬ 
ing to push parents towards a 
*yes’ rather than a ’no’." 

The details, as approved yes¬ 
terday, lay out for fee first 
time the precise route cam¬ 
paigners would have to follow 
before they successfully force 
grammar schools to stop select¬ 
ing the best local pupils. 

Before a grammar school's 
future came down to a vote, a 
fifth of local parents would_ 
have to sign a petitzcBi to spark" 
a vote. Petition organisers will 
have the whole school year in 
which to seek signatures. 

Estelle Morris, the Schools 
Minister, said the plans laid 
the baas for “fair and worka¬ 
ble" ballots. But Alan Jones, 
headmaster of the 800-pupil, 
coeducational Ripon Gram¬ 
mar School, said regulations 
were likely to lead to a “sap¬ 
ping effect” on school morale. 
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Just what a girl needs in a crisis - a Daddy to depend on 


H elp! Dad! I'm In trou¬ 
ble! Quick! 

If the ay comes 
from a favourite daughter, 
what father could resist? 
When, as 1 watched yester¬ 
day’s Lords debate on the Eu¬ 
ropean Elections Bill, 1 saw 
Lord Callaghan of Cardiff rise 
to speak, I ran to watch. It was 
Daddy to the rescue. 

This must be a crisis. Jim 
Callaghan. Britain's fast La¬ 
bour Prime Minister before 
Tony Blair, speaks rarely in 
the Upper Chamber. When he 
does, he speaks well When he 


does, it matters. His eldest 
daughter, Margaret Baron¬ 
ess Jay of Paddington, Leader 
of the House of Lords, calls 
upon her father rarely in the 
House they share. When she 
does, she's in serious trouble. 

And so it proved. I have sel¬ 
dom seen Lord Callaghan 
speak more angrily or elo¬ 
quently. At times he was shout¬ 
ing. In language almost never 
heard in that genteel place, he 
described Tory troublemakers 
as the “hooligan tendency'. 
Adapting a remark of Bal¬ 
four’s he dedared: “I’d as 


soon consult my valet as con¬ 
sult die Earl of Onslow about 
political tactics.” 

Lord Onslow, an amiable 
but maverick fellow, proud to 
be a hooligan on this Bill, will 
have glowed with surprised 
pride. You need some sense of 
the courtesy and mutual re¬ 
gard which normally prevails 
among peers to appreciate the 
passion that insult was meant 
to convey, and did. This, de¬ 
dared Callaghan, his voice ris¬ 
ing, was a “second-level issue” 
—no occasion for constitution¬ 
al impasse. On the front 



POLITICAL SKETCH 



bench his daughter nodded in 
anxious approval. 

“Call off your troops!" he 
shouted at the Tory Chief 
Whip, Lord Strathclyde. It 
had die ring of desperation. 
The crossbenchers — nervous, 
principled creatures — quiv¬ 
ered. What were they about to 
do? Join a Tory conspiracy? 
Were they right to do it? The 


dosest thing the Opposition 
could find to a Callaghan 
checkmate rose. Lord Tebbit 
angrily defended Lord Ons¬ 
low. Was his friend supposed 
to send his valet, then, to 
speak? 

Lord McNally, once a La¬ 
bour MP, now a Liberal Dem¬ 
ocrat peer, repeated the deter¬ 
mined but defensive argu¬ 


ments his party has used for 
supporting a government 
measure they do not like. He 
sounded rattled. He called 
Callaghan “my noble friend” 
though they are of different 
parties. Aaah! shouted the To¬ 
ries, regarding this as a Lib- 
Lab giveaway. “If you don't 
know that he'll always be my 
noble friend, then you don't 
know me." shouted McNally, 
abandoning the traditional in¬ 
direct speech in his fury. 

1 have seldom seen both 
sides more a-quiver. Both con- 

vovivl a conep aF L-nmuina th^v 


were on the brink of some¬ 
thing from which it would be 
hard to retreat. Just as Lord 
Williams of Mostyn (also pale 
and quiet with emotion! was 
about to sum up for the Gov¬ 
ernment one of the bishops 
rose. 

Bishops are the unguided 
missiles of the Upper Cham¬ 
ber — unguided by human 
agency, anyway, you can nev¬ 
er know what a bishop is 
about to say because all too of¬ 
ten he does not know himself. 

Bishops do not quite quake 

at fliinkfre nnakc when in¬ 


habited by the inner light but 
they convey a trembling inno¬ 
cence which suggests both na¬ 
ivety and authority the holy 
fools of their Lordships’ 
House. This Bishop (of Here- 
ford), protesting bis dissocia¬ 
tion from every group — the 
Opposition, the hooligan ten¬ 
dency. the Eurosceptics, the 
anti-PR peers — insisted that 
he was still “deeply unhappy*' 
about the Bill. He would vote 
against iL a. 

So it was God versus Dad- £' 
dy. God won. But Daddy will ' 

Iv hark 


TUC sees 
Blair over 
fears of 
betrayal 

Jill Sherman and Christine Buckley 

on confrontation at Downing Street 


ANGRY union leaders 
warned Tony Blair last night 
not to bow to employers' de¬ 
mands to water down legisla¬ 
tion on recognition rights. 

A delegation led by John 
Monks, the TUC General Sec¬ 
retary, met the Prime Minister 
at Downing Street to chal¬ 
lenge him over reports that he 
was about to agree to a series 
of changes which would make 
it more difficult for unions to 
secure recognition. 

Legislation which is to be in¬ 
cluded in the Queen's Speech 
next week centres on giving un¬ 
ions recognition rights if 40 
per cent of the workforce vote 
in favour. It also allows auto¬ 
matic recognition without a 
ballot if the union member¬ 
ship already covers 50 per cent 
Of workers. 

Unions fear that Mr Blair 
and Peter Mandelson. the 
Trade and industry Secretaiy. 
are about to accept a request 
by employers that members 
should have joined a union for 
at least three months before 
they can be counted for auto¬ 
matic recognition. 

Employers are also pressing 
for Mr Blair to agree that un¬ 
ion members would have to 
show that they wanted their 
unions to represent them in col¬ 
lective negotiations over pay 
and conditions. This could be 
done by asking members to 
tick a box on a piece of paper 
or through a further ballot. 

Employers claim many 
workers would now be reluc¬ 
tant to hand bargaining over 
to unions, though they would 
wish them to represent them 
over disciplinary issues. The 
Prime Minister assured un¬ 
ions that no decisions had 
been taken and there would be 
further meetings between the 
TUC and the Government be¬ 
fore any final agreement. 

As he left the meeting. Mr 
Monks said that unions had 


expressed their “strong con¬ 
cerns about recent reports that 
the Fairness at Work White Pa¬ 
per was bein^ watered down 
and our opposition to some em¬ 
ployers’ attempts to make the 
details unworkable”. 

In what was described as a 
"business-like” meeting which 
lasted for nearly an hour, un¬ 
ion chiefs accused Mr Blair of 
reneging on what was agreed 
fast May after tough negotia¬ 
tions between employers and 
unions. Ian McCartney. Trade 
and Industry Minister, who is 
thought to be resisting chang¬ 
es to the White Paper, reas¬ 
sured NEC members earlier 
yesterday that there was no 
question that any changes 
would be in “breach of die spir¬ 
it of the White Paper”. 

Union leaders, inducting tra- 
ditionaJly loyalist bosses, be¬ 
lieve that the Government has 
caved in to hardline calls from 
the Confederation of British In¬ 
dustry which has toughened 
its stance since Sir Clive 
Thompson, the outspoken 
chief executive of RentokO Ini¬ 
tial. became presidenL 

At a reeentTrade and Indus¬ 
try Select Committee hearing, 
Mr Mandelson, made his first 
public admission that union 
members would have to prove 
a commitment in their mem¬ 
bership — the expected three- 
month qualifying period. Al¬ 
though he is later said to have 
told backbench MPsthathe re¬ 
gretted going so far and had 
only meant all options were 
open, the Government is ex¬ 
pected to back employers' calls 
for a qualifying period. 

Unions fear it wiD give un¬ 
scrupulous employers the op¬ 
portunity to sack people before 
they reach the three-month 
mark. This is especially feared 
in industries such as building, 
contracting and services, 
where there is a high turnover 
of staff. 



The Prince with new black recruits at the Army Training Regiment at PirbirghL Surrey, yesterday 


Prince 'knew persecuted feeling’ 


By Claudia Joseph 

THE Prince of Wales told a group of 
young black Army recruits yesterday that 
he had encountered prejudice during his 
career in die Services. Comparing the 
problems he suffered as a royal with the 
racism that they faced, the Prince admit¬ 
ted that he had felt tike an outsider dur¬ 
ing his five years in die RAF and Royal 
Navy. 

His revelations came during an infor¬ 
mal chat with the new ethnic minority re¬ 
cruits of foe Household Division at the 
Army Training Regiment in Pirbright. 
Surrey. Donovan Mowatt 19, who spoke 


to the Prince, said: “He was eager to 
know if we had s u ffered racism. He said 
he understood because he had problems 
himself by who he was. He told me how 
he stuck out as being different because he 
was royaL" 

James Taylor. 20. said: “He seemed 
keen to know if we’d been pressurised to 
join up, and had we really wanted to do it 
because we wanted to? I told him it was 
like being in a big family and we have a 
lot of support We’re all part of the team 
and 1 haven’t had any problems.” 

The drive to recruit more ethnic minori¬ 
ties into the Armed began two years ago 
after a highly critical report from the 


Commission for Racial Equality of die 
Household Cavalry and concern by the 
Prince at die low number of ethnic minor¬ 
ity guards outside Buckingham Palace or 
taking part in Trooping the Colour. 

Now the Household Division, which 
consists of the Household Cavalry and 
the Footguards. has increased its ethnic 
minority recruits from 12 to 40, out of 
34500, arid has set itself a target of 200 by 
2000. 

The Commission for Racial Equality 
said: “Even though he himself will never 
experience anything like young black 
squaddies in the Guards, at least [Ms ex¬ 
perience] will enable him to relate to it" 


Taxpayer 
to fund 
advisers’ 
pensions 

By Valerie Elliott 

WHITEHALL EDITOR 

TONY BLAIR has approved 
an expensive pensions perk for 
the 70-strong team of political 
aides and special advisers 
brought into his Government 
ort top of their inflarionbusting 
pav increases. 

it is the first time the Gov¬ 
ernment has allowed taxpay¬ 
ers' money to be used as contri¬ 
butions to the pensions of the 
ranks of ministerial “bag- 
carriers" and is a significant 
change to their contracts. 

But last night the precise 
size of the new fund was not 
known. Mr Blair has declared 
that the total cost of political 
advisers is £3.6 million, dou¬ 
ble that for aides working for 
John Major’s administration. 
The pensions may explain the 
hefty increase. 

The precise breakdown of 
cash for pensions has not been 
disclosed but the Government 
told MPs a maximum of up to 
16 per cent of a special advis¬ 
er's salary can be used to fund 
a pension. The money can be 
paid into an existing or a new 
occupational pension scheme, 
or a personal one. 

The change of policy was 
sneaked oui to MPs in guid¬ 
ance placed in the Commons li¬ 
brary outlining the pay struc¬ 
ture for special advisers. 

Under the Conservative 
Government political aides 
were not allowed a pensions 
contribution funded by the tax¬ 
payer. 

MPs were also given details 
of the new pay bands for spe¬ 
cial advisers — Band AQ is 
from £26.000 to £45.000, Band 
B E40.000 to £60,000 and 
Band C £54.000 to £76.056. 


Consumers turn backs on modified foods 


By Nick Nuttall 

ENVIRONMENT CORRESPONDENT 

A GLOOMY assessment of the future 
for genetically modified foods in Brit¬ 
ain has been made by an adviser to one 
of the world's big biotechnology firms. 

In a confidential report to Monsanto, 
the US-based multinational, he argues 
that public disquiet over such crops 
and foods is deepening rather than 
evaporating. 

The report comes in the wake of a £1 


million advertising campaign by the 
company, whose genetically altered 
soya and other crops have been a key 
target of opponents. The campaign is 
aimed at presenting the science behind 
these novel products to boost public 
confidence. 

The report, written this autumn, 
states: "The latest survey shows an on¬ 
going collapse of public support for bio¬ 
technology and GM foods. At each 
point in this project, we keep thinking 
that we have reached the low point and 


that public thinking will stabilise. But 
we apparently have not reached that 
point”. 

The report, written by Stan Green¬ 
berg, an American polling adviser to 
President Clinton, Tony Blair and Ger¬ 
hard Sehroeder. the German Chancel¬ 
lor. argues that public opposition to 
gene-altered foods and crops is indeed 
accelerating. 

He has found that the number of peo¬ 
ple in Britain who believe gene-modi¬ 
fied ingredients are unacceptable has 


“skyrocketed” from 3 per cent last 
year to 44 per cent now. The number 
saying they are acceptable has fallen 
from 33 per cent to 25 per cent over the 
year. 

The report which was leaked to 
Greenpeace, claims that among Euro¬ 
pean countries biotechnology and Mon¬ 
santo itself face their toughest opposi¬ 
tion in Britain. 

A spokesman for Monsanto yester¬ 
day confirmed the accuracy of the 
leaked report. 


Survival of 
the littlest 


Even the smallest company needs secure back¬ 
up For its computer systems. That’s where the new 
HP Colorado 8GB tape drive comes In. Now 
you can have faster and more data storage 
space than ever before. They're the essential 
survival kit that every ambitious company 
should invest in to secure their future. AIL for as 
little as £180. For more information contact HP. 


Ring 0990 474747 
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Expanding Possibilities 


Carey warns on school reform 


Church fears education revamp will 
stifle its voice, Ruth Gledhill reports 


THE Archbishop of Canter¬ 
bury, Dr George Carey, gave 
a warning last night of a poten¬ 
tial dash between Church and 
State over threats to the 
Church of England’s influence 
on education. 

Dr Carey, outlining his strat¬ 
egy for the strengthening of 
the country’s 5,000 Anglican 
schools, warned that govern¬ 
ment proposals to reform local 
government could weaken the 
Church's influence in schools. 

Church leaders place partic¬ 
ular value on the importance 
of a Christian education in con¬ 
tributing to the development 
of a child's moral ethos, and 
they are determined to stop 
proposals to remove church 
representatives from local au¬ 
thority education committees, 
and place them on “scrutiny 
committees”. 

Addressing the general syn¬ 
od at Church House, Westmin¬ 


ster, Dr Carey described the 
governments consultation pa¬ 
per, Modem Local Govern¬ 
ment, as "one area of potential 
conflict" in the future. 

Dr Carey said: "While the 
government has been recep¬ 
tive to many of our views 
about education, there is I fear 
the possibility — I put it no 
higher — of some of the shine 
being taken off that under¬ 
standing. 

“As currently envisaged in 
the consultation document on 
modem local government, the 
voice of the Church could be 
weakened." 

Education committees are 
made up of elected members 
and co-opted church represent¬ 
atives with voting rights. Bish¬ 


ops are now concerned be¬ 
cause the local government 
consultation document fails to 
guarantee the continuation of 
these voting rights. 

However, a spokesman for 
the department of environ¬ 
ment, transport and the re¬ 
gions said that under the pro¬ 
posals, religious organisations 
would continue to be full vot¬ 
ing members of local authority 
committees. But in future, they 
ould be on the new “scrutiny 
committees" which would give 
them a "wider, more dynamic 
role". 

Dr Carey spoke as the syn¬ 
od voted to set up a commis¬ 
sion to look into the future of 
church schools, described as 
“popular and oversubscribed" 


in a recent church report. Dr 
Carey said that the education 
offered by church schools was 
so good that demand consist¬ 
ently exceeded supply. One 
reason, he said, was the good 
academic results achieved by 
church schools. Another was 
Chat they a/so nurtured the 
heart and soul. 

'This unified and coherent 
approach is dearly appreciat¬ 
ed by many parents," Dr 
Carey said. 

‘They see the kind of educa¬ 
tion we offer as right for their 
children, even though in some 
cases they may not regard 
themselves as Christian or reli- 

S 'ous at all.” 

I The Church of England will 
soon acknowledge the exist¬ 
ence of Leeds for the first time 
in its diocesan nomenclature. 
The synod voted to change the 
name of the diocese of Ripon to 
Ripon and Leeds. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Teachers 

promised 

bonuses 


David Blunkett has promised 
to give thousands of teachers 
bonuses in reward for good Q 
performance. However, head- - 
mitted that the criteria for at¬ 
taining the pay awards may 
put many with family commit¬ 
ments off the schema 

The Education Secretary 
said it was crucial that teach¬ 
ers’ pay structure be brought 
into line with other industries. 
Speaking to a conference or¬ 
ganised by the Fabian Society 
yesterday, Mr Blunkett said 
he hoped a “very substantial 
number" of teachers would 
benefit from the proposals to 
be announced in a Green Pa¬ 
per within a month, but re¬ 
fused to give more details. He 
said unions would not strike 
after seeing the proposals. 

Doug McAvoy. general sec , - 
retary of the National Union 
of Teachers, said he was 
“deeply disappointed" after' 
Mr Blunkett toiled out an over¬ 
all increase in teachers' pay. 


Doctor loses 

A doctor who saved the life of; 
a fellow passenger and then- 
sent a £540 bill to the airline' 
has had his claim thrown out 
of court Dr John Stevens. 46, -. 
a consultant psychotherapist! 
and psychiatrist, came to the'. 
aid of a woman who fell ill on': 
an American Airlines flight to- 
Heathrow last year. ’ \ 


Judges’ training 


The Lord Chancellor, Lord Ir¬ 
vine of Lairg, has-written to 
every fall-time judge in Eng¬ 
land and Wales to alert them 
to an “extensive" training pro¬ 
gramme being planned for 
judges on the Human Rights 
Art, which ha$“profound im¬ 
plications”. The Act received 
Royal Assent on November 9. 


CSA charm drive 

The Child Support Agency is 
to embark upon a charm offen¬ 
sive to improve its image. It is 
recruiting new staff with prov¬ 
en “life skills’’. Faith Board- 
man. the chief executive, told 
MPS yesterday that the agen¬ 
cy had traditionally relied too 
much on employing people 
with academic qualifications. 

Award for writer 1 


Michael Evans, (he Defence 
Editor of The Times, was pre¬ 
sented with the Desmond Wet- 
tern Maritime Media Award 
for his coverage of Royal 
Navy issues in the Strategic 
Defence Review. The award is 
for “the most constructive con¬ 
tribution to maritime affairs 
as they affect Britain”. 


Legal bill dispute 

A man has won the right in 
the Court of Appeal to chal¬ 
lenge a £ 2,600 legal bill from 
a law firm that had his affairs 
handled by a derk instead of 
a solicitor. Stuart Pflbrow was 
horrified to learn that the 
woman from Pearless de 
Rougement of East Gnnstead ^ 
was not even a legal executive. 

Good news 

Fears over the “dumbing 
down" of news may be un¬ 
founded. “Serious" news sto¬ 
ries covered in early evening 
bulletins by the BBC, Sky and 
ITN have risen from 32 per 
cent in 1993 to 69 per cent to¬ 
day, according to a report by 
Goldsmith’s College and the 
University of Westminster. 
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Man who would 
be king digs up 
a traffic island 


■•WHEN a man, called Stuart 
iPPendragon walked into his lo¬ 
cal dvic offices and said he 
was a long-lost brother of the 
Prince of Wales and needed 
permission to dig up a traffic 
island to recover buried treas¬ 
ure. what did die council chief 
do? He gave it to him. 

Now the chief executive of 
Mendip District Council is rue- 
ing his haste to get rid of Mr 
Fendragon. 

Armed with his letter of au¬ 
thority. Mr Pendragon hired a 
mechanical digger, cordoned 
off an area of busy road and be¬ 
gan to dig. When police ar¬ 
rived to ask what he was doing 
„i he simply waved the letter at 
^jihem and was allowed to cany 
on digging. 

The bearded treasure hunt¬ 
er was five feet down and get¬ 
ting deeper fay the minute 
when concerned local resi¬ 
dents alerted the highways au¬ 
thority. which finally put a 
stop to his excavations. 

Mr Pendragon — no one is 
sure whether that is his real 
name — is a familiar face in 
Glastonbury, the Somerset 
town which boasts thar it is the 
mystical centre of New Age 
Britain. A certified local eccen¬ 
tric. he is a regular visitor to 
the civic offices. 

Now Mendip District Coun¬ 
cil has ordered an inquiry into 
.• why Graham Jeffs, its chief ex- 
f/cutive. gave in to his bizarre 
demand. Mr Pen dragon 


Council chief 
regrets letting a 
local eccentric 
dig for treasure, 
reports Simon 
de Bruxelles 

marched into the council offic¬ 
es in the town last week boast¬ 
ing of his royal links and 
claiming that the late Dodi 
Fayed had buried the money 
in a metal box for him in 1990. 

After a two-hour discussion 
with staff, Mr Jeffs signed a 
one-line letter that read: ‘This 
is to authorise Stuart Pertdrag- 
on to dig for his box next to the 
postbox between Fielding Path 
and Monington Road ” 
Yesterday Mr Jeffs tried to 
explain. “A very sensitive and 
difficult situation arose." he 
said. “Professional advice was 
obtained, which was why this 
piece of paper was given to 
him. But it did not give him 
permission to use the highway 
or to use a mechanical digger. 

“Mr Pendragon is known to 
staff at the offices. Over a 
number of years, depending 
on how agitated he is. he 
comes into the offices asking 
for help and advice on various 
issues. Having taken advice 


from various people including 
the police, and in a bid to pla¬ 
cate him, I decided to dictate 
him a very short note saying 
that he had got permission to 
dig the hole. 

"But at the time nobody ex¬ 
pected. and no one could envis¬ 
age, him being able to hire a 
mechanical digger." He add¬ 
ed: “1 was concerned about the 
welfare of female staff as he 
can appear aggressive. The let¬ 
ter was given to him with the 
best intentions to placate him. 
In hindsight I wouldn’t do it 
again." 

Mr Pendragon and a friend 
began the search for buried 
measure early on November 4. 
Neighbours watched in amaze¬ 
ment as they ripped up the top 
layer of asphalt with the dig¬ 
ger and then clambered into 
the hole armed with shovels 
and a metal detector. 

As traffic jams built up, Som¬ 
erset County Council asked its 
road management agents 
what was going on. The digger 
was removed and Mr Jeffs 
had to write a second letter 
countermanding the first 

When told that he should 
not have dug the hole. Mr Pen¬ 
dragon claimed that he was 
within inches of recovering the 
box. 

Gloria Cawood. the coun¬ 
cil’s Liberal Democrat leader, 
said: T don’t know the full 
background, but Mr Jeffs will 
be asked some questions." 



Stuart Pendragon in the hole in Glastonbury. He was given permission to dig by the council’s chief executive 
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Beverley Price: she had 
defeated killer at judo 


A MAN who strangled a woman 
judo opponent who had proved too 
skilful for him in club combat was 
jailed for life for murder yesterday. 

Richard Roberts and Beverley 
Price had fought each other in prac¬ 
tice bouts over a 15-month period. 
Roberts. 24. a brown belt, weighed 
three stone more than Miss Price. 23. 
but she was a Made belt and one 
place off the British women's Olym¬ 
pic squad. Roberts told police that 
they had fought 50 to 60 practice 
bouts together ai die Samurai Judo 
Chib in Kidderminster but he "invari¬ 
ably lost". 

Winchester Crown Court was told 
that Miss Price had offered Roberts. 


formerly of Kidderminster, a tempo¬ 
rary home in her Worcester flat when 
his parents threw him out for stealing 
cash from them to fond a gambling 
addiction. A month later. Miss Price 
returned from teaching judo and a vi¬ 
olent row developed. Roberts, who 
was unemployed, demanded £20 
from her after he had spent £300 play¬ 
ing fruit machines. He pushed Miss 
Price over when she refused to give 
him the money, and she responded 
by lacking him between die legs. 

Roberts grabbed the belt from her 
judo trousers, which were nearby, 
and throttled her. Neighbours heard 
the noise coming from the flaL 

Miss Price, who also played soccer 


for Hereford United ladies and 
helped run a Baptist youth dub, put 
up a desperate battle to save her fife. 
Roberts said: “I wanted to hurt her as 
she had hun me. It was pure anger. 
She was flailing about trying to get 
her fingers in the belt but it was too 
tight," 

Roger Smith. QC for die prosecu¬ 
tion. said that Roberts had wound the 
belt twice round her neck and used 
his elbows as levers. 

He added: “They knew each ofoert 
capabilities, but if it was sheer power 
she was no match for his greater 
strength." 

Roberts covered Miss Price’s body 
with a duvet and spent two nights at 


her home. He withdrew £400 using 
her credit card and spent it gambling 
on fruit machines in a Worcester ar¬ 
cade. 

Miss Price’s mother was discov¬ 
ered by her mother after she failed to 
turn up at Midlands Electricity, 
where she was worked as a telecom¬ 
munications engineer. 

Roberts, a former scoutmaster, sur¬ 
rendered to police after arriving at 
the scene. He had lost his job with a 
fencing firm shortly before the killing 
and was depressed over a failed love 
affair with another woman. 

Roberts said that he had felt “three 
indies tall" when Miss Price refused 
him cash because he would only gam¬ 


ble it away. Roberts claimed that he 
had lost his self-control because of 
provocation. But Mr Smith said: “He 
remembered the precise way he tight¬ 
ened the ligature He was master of 
his own mind." 

The victim’s mother. Jean Price, 58. 
said later “She was better than him 
at judo but the coward strangled her 
from behind—and he was a far heav¬ 
ier opponent We shall never forgive 
him." 

Mrs Price’s husband Trevor. 57. 
added: “I ay every time her name is 
mentioned. Capital punishment 
should be brought bade, life should 
mean life and he should never come 
out of jail.” 


Airman 
lured 
women 
into film 
trap’ 

By Gillian Harris 

SCOTLAND 

CORRESPONDENT 

AN AIRMAN secretly filmed 
women as they undressed for 
photographic portraits at an 
RAF base, a court martial was 
told yesterday. 

Senior Aircraftman Lee 
Carter, 29. is alleged to have 
used a hidden video camera to 
film eight women as they 
changed outfits to have their 
photographs taken in a studio 
at RAF Lossiemouth in north¬ 
east Scotland. Colleagues of 
the airman found the tapes in 
a brown bag in his locker, 
watched them and recognised 
some of the women. 

The eight were colleagues or 
the wives of servicemen sta¬ 
tioned at Lossiemouth. They 
were said to have been filmed 
over a 14-month period up to 
December 19%. 

The court heard that the air¬ 
man was employed as an offi¬ 
cial photographer at the base, 
and offered to take portraits of 
the women. Flight lieutenant 
Matthew Pattenden. prosecut¬ 
ing, said: “He would ask them 
to bring changes of dothing 
and invited than into the stu¬ 
dio. Unknown to them, they 
were being filmed by a strategi¬ 
cally placed video camera. The 
videos were discovered in the 
defendant’s locker in early 
1997 and he was reported." 

The court heard statements 
given by colleagues who 
watched the tapes after discov¬ 
ering them in his locker. One 
said: "We realised the camera 
had been set up in the video ed¬ 
iting suite and was recording. 
After a moment or two, Lee 
Carter entered the room, ad¬ 
justed the camera and left 
again. He then came back 
with a female and explained to 
her that the blinds were down 
and she could undress." 

The court martial also 
watched some of the video foot¬ 
age. Senior Aircraftman Cart¬ 
er denies eight charges of dis¬ 
graceful conduct of an inde¬ 
cent kind contrary to the Air 
Force Act of 1955. He had been 
due to leave the service in 
April this year, but his depar¬ 
ture was put on hold because 
the court-martial proceedings 
were under way. The case con¬ 
tinues today. 
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Hired gunman gets life for 
killing boy, 5, in drug feud 


By Russell Jenkins 
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A HIRED gunman who shot 
and killed a five-year-old boy 
in a bungled ambush as the 
child walked hand in hand 
with his stepfather was jailed 
' i for life yesterday. 

‘ Paul Seddon, 27. described 
by police as a cold, calculating 
killer, was told by a judge at 
Preston Crown Court that he 
will have to serve at least 25 
years after being convicted of 
murdering Dillon Hull in a 
Bolton street 

The jury also found two oth¬ 
ers. David Hargreaves, 24, 
and Craig Hollinrake. 25. 
guilty of conspiring with Sed¬ 
don to murder Dillon’s stepfa¬ 
ther. John Bates. All three con¬ 
victed men are from Bolton. 
Brian Roper. 22. also of Bol¬ 
ton, was acquitted of the con¬ 
spiracy. , . 

During five weeks ol evi¬ 
dence, the court was told how 
Dillon was shot by a gunman 
disguised in a motorcycle 
crash helmet. The boy had 
.been caught in the firing line 
',M a Bolton drug feud. The in- 
‘ tended target was Mr Bates. 
28, a small-time dealer suspect¬ 
ed by his rivals of undercut¬ 
ting them. , . 

Seddon, who had been lying 



Guilty men: David Hargreaves, left, and Paul Seddon 


in wait, pulled a hand gun 
from his jacket and fired. He 
then fled, discarding the hel¬ 
met and abandoning his geta¬ 
way car. He left Mr Bates 
wounded and holding his step¬ 
son , who had been killed in¬ 
stantly by a bullet to the head. 

Mr Justice Forbes said that 
the crime, on August 6 last 
year, had “sent shockwaves 
through the country”. He told 
the court: "On a summer’s af¬ 
ternoon a child was shot in 
broad daylight in a residenual 
area of Bolton. 

“Ordinary citizens were 
brought in immediate contact 


with horrifying violence and 
tragic death.”Ear!ier the judge 
said that it might never be 
known who had hired Seddon. 
But he told him: “I have no 
doubt that your attack was car¬ 
ried out in order to further foe 
interests of those who were en¬ 
gaged in dealing illegal drugs 
in Bolton. 

“It was at their behest You 
were their hired killer. You 
brought sudden violence and 
terror to the residential streets 
of Bolton on that warm sum¬ 
mer’s afternoon. You also 
brought death, but not to your 
intended victim — you only 


wounded him. You brought 
death to an innocent little boy 
who had the misfortune of 
holding hands with your tar¬ 
get at the time you opened fire. 

“So ft was, you shot and 
murdered Dillon Hull, who 
was only 5!4 years old. Those 
two sentences express more el¬ 
oquently than any other words 
1 could use for the terrible na¬ 
ture of your crimes. You have 
never shown the slightest re¬ 
morse and apparently you feel 
no shame at what you have 
done." 

He told Seddon that he 
would recommend that he 
serve at least 25 years. As he 
was led away Seddon. who 
has previous convictions for 
drug offences, shouted: “1 
didn’t pull the trigger. It 
wasn’t me.. 

Hargreaves, who was de¬ 
scribed by the judge as the 
main conspirator, was sen¬ 
tenced to 18 years. Hollinrake. 
said by the judge to have 
shown some distress at the 
child's death, was given 16 
years. As he was led away, he 
pointed at the judge and bel¬ 
lowed: “You are fuff of shit I’ll 
see you in the Royal Courts of 
Justice." 


1 Child bom into a deadly world 



Bv Ri/ssell Jenkins 

* DILLON Huff was bom into 
a world where heroin * 
dnig of choice and people^ 
‘ willing to kill for it His stepfa¬ 
ther. John Bates, was a smafi- 
time dealer and lusmotfwr 
i Jane HuIL an addict Tray 

lived in a rundown inn 5[‘ a J£ 
^ with a high number of 
unemployed heroin users. 
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Dillon Hull: MfjjooU? 
forward to McDonald s 

conclusion was that DiUon 
was loved and well cared for, 
just unlucky to be bom mto 
the dangerous wvHd of « 


methadone. She told the court 
that a bullet had smashed 
through their front room earli¬ 
er on the day Dillon had died. 
She said that she had tried to 
ring the police but had been 
slopped by Bates. 

Jane Hull left school at 16 
with a single GCSE. She 
moved in with her grandmoth¬ 
er in Blackburn and worked 
as a sewing machinist She 
was introduced to drugs at 
raves, then progressed to hero¬ 
in. Dillon’s father did no! stay 
with her long enough lofiEin 
foe space for his name on foe 
boy’s birth certificate. 

Shortly after Dillon was 
boro, she met Bates and they 
moved into a house in Black¬ 
burn together. His dealing 
supported her addiction. 
Three weeks before Dillon’s 
death, she gave binh to anoth¬ 


er son. Codie. He was bom ad¬ 
dicted to heroin. 

Her father, Robert said: 
“She started losing weight at 
an incredible race and became 
very moody and irritable. It 
became obvious she was tak¬ 
ing heroin. I think die social 
services went around after 
jane became a registered ad¬ 
dict but her home was always 
spotless and Dillon dean and 
tidy, so they probably saw 
nothing wrong." 

The couple went to court in 
March 1995 after police raided 
their home for drugs. Bates 
was given 21 months' jail for 
dealing and Hull was put on 
probation for two years. 

“I told her again she had in 
get her life in order or Dillon 
would suffer" Mr Hull said. 
“If only she had listened, Dil¬ 
lon would be here today." 
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one account lets you repay your mortgage 
9 years 7 months early. : ^ 

Borrowing TDooey is expensive, because you pay Interest every day on every penny you owe. The sooner you can pay your 
mortgage and loans oft the betfec • 

The iAigfo-0ne account Is designed to help “you do just that, it puts ail your money, from your mortgage to your current 
account and from your savings to your loans, in one ptaceaodfoes) charges a single mortgage rate on the balance. You pay 
in your sadary which btimedtafiefyredaces your Joan and saves you money. And because Interest is calculated dally, this 
can soon add up. hi toe a ka mf dc bdow. if you get an annual pay’ rise of 
5% and each year you leave fost an extra 1 % of your new salary 
in toerafe'acaxtnt, you canknock almost a decade off foe term 
of foe mortgage. Put another way. that’s a saving of £38343. 
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Iratf E50JDOQ, then foe M* a cap on Q8456 OOOO 0 1 tofirid .out 
if we’re r%bt fcv you. the VirginGo* account ft's no small change. 

. Ojpen 24 horns a day, 7 days a week 


To sort out the rest of your finances, cart Virgin Direct OrtGJC 93 S3 S3 for FEPs,fhnslons A lift Covet 
The Virgin One account is a secured personal bank account with The Royal Bank ot Scotland pic. 

Assume you haw an Income of £3(LQ00 a yew and, after leaving enough money In your account to cover the monthly Interest charge, you spend die rest of 
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decide Is leave an ware 1* of your total earn bigs In die One account each year, the loan would be repaid 9 years. 7 months early, saving £38343. The One 
account must be repaid by the time you retire. TOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UR REPAYMENTS ON A MOK1CMX OR OTTER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 
Yfcu ran phone far Anther Information or a written quotation at any time. Itou must be aged IBocmer. Uta Insurance is required. The actual rate of interest you 
pay will depend on the amount of money you want to borrow In relation to the value of your home. For example, it you wanted m borrow £80.000 secured 
against a home worth £110300. you would pay 735%. This b die rate as at 11.11.96. Based on this example, over 25 years a customer remortgaging a freehold 
dome In England would pay AS* AML The rare is variable. This APR Induces land registration fees and «rr jofietort and valuer's tees which you will have a 
pay. In this cample these fees would amount to £432. You will also have to pay your own solicitors' fens and In the example we assumed CiOfi lor this. All calls 
are recorded and randomly monitored. The Virgin One account Is not currently available in Northern Ireland. Virgin Dfreet Personal Finance Ltd. Discovery 
House. Miffing BA Norwich, NB46B. Representative only of Virgin Direct Personal Financial Service Ltd whldi b regulated by the Personal Investment Authority 
for Bfe Insurance, pensions and unit dust business and represents only me Virgin Direct Martating Group. Examples Of what you may be paying W you organize 
your finances all over the place are Bardayrard standard APR 223% (unsecured): Lloyds Bank Unsecured Personal loan APR 213% and Natwest Credit 
Zone Overdraft APR 343%. (assuming an overdraft ot £1300. monthly Interest rate of 138* and monthly tee of £5). Source: UoneyfactS, September 1998. 
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Parkinson drug 
banned after 
liver deaths 


A DRUG for treating Parkin¬ 
son's disease has been with¬ 
drawn after three patients 
died of liver disease. 

The European Commission 
requested yesterday that mem¬ 
bers states suspend the use of 
Tasmar. made by Roche. It 
has not been withdrawn in the 
United States, where the Food 
and Drug Administration 
takes the view that, in a condi¬ 
tion as serious as Parkinson’s, 
some side-effects are a tolera¬ 
ble price to pay for the drug’s 
benefits. 

The decisions follow cases of 
"rare and unexpected adverse 
events". including three 
deaths from a sudden and se¬ 
vere form of hepatitis, ail 
linked to use of the drug. The 
dead patients were from Swit¬ 
zerland and North America. 

About 5.000 of Britain's 
120.000 Parkinson’s sufferers 
have been using Tasmar. 
which is prescribed because it 
enhances the effect of other 
medicines. The company was 
aware that liver damage was 
one side-effect of Tasmar. and 
recommended that liver func¬ 
tion should be monitored for 
the first six months of use. 

Roche and the Parkinson's 
Disease Society yesterday ad¬ 
vised users to consult their doc¬ 
tors. not simply to stop taking 


Nigel Hawkgs 
reports on 
a scare that 
has divided 
opinion in EU 
and America 


the drug, .since an abrupt 
change in treatment could 
have adverse effects. 

The drag was launched in 
August 1997 and, as is the case 
with all new drugs, any ad¬ 
verse side-effects were fol¬ 
lowed up among the 100.000 
patients worldwide who have 
been prescribed it. In the Unit¬ 
ed States, the FDA is issuing a 
revised label indicating that 
Tasmar can continue to be 
used as an adjunct therapy in 
patients who do not respond 
satisfactorily to other thera¬ 
pies. 

John Drake, Roche's Medi¬ 
cal Group Manager, said: 
“We have had to look at the 
background incidence of fulmi¬ 
nant (sudden and severe) hepa¬ 
titis. We have had three cases 
out of 100.000 people and we 
have to ask therefore, is that 


about the normal incidence of 
the disease? In this case it ap¬ 
pears to be more titan we 
would have expected so we 
have to assume that Tasmar is 
actually associated with hepati¬ 
tis. and we have to take action. 

“The Roche position was 
that relabelling was all that 
was necessary, but the Europe¬ 
an Union decided to suspend 
the licence." 

There is hot competition 
among drug companies to pro¬ 
duce effective treatments for 
RarkinsonS, a progressive dis¬ 
ease which causes shaking, 
musde stiffness, and slowness 
of movement. It is caused by 
the shortage of dopamine, a 
chemical messenger, in the 
part of the brain which con¬ 
trols movement. 

The condition can be treated 
with levodopa drugs which 
raise the levels of dopamine, 
but the effectiveness of these 
drugs wears off in time. Some¬ 
times their effectiveness can be 
restored by prescribing drugs 
which blocks the enzyme 
which breaks down levodopa. 
Tasmar was the first such 
drug to be licensed in Britain. 

A Tasmar helpline staffed 
by health professionals, on 
0800 328 3202. has been set up 
for anyone concerned about 
the drug. 
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Queen is in the counting house 


By Robin Young 

THE Queen will pay tribute today to the 
City of London’s international impor¬ 
tance. Her extended visit with the Duke 
of Edinburgh, is an early example of the 
targeted approach that Buckingham Pal¬ 
ace has been endeavouring to bring to 
(he Queen's appointments. 

She will start by opening the new build¬ 
ing of the Financial Services Authority at 
Canary Whart meeting its staff, industry 
practitioners and those involved in build¬ 
ing die office. Then she will go to the City 
proper, to be greeted by the Lord Mayor, 
Lord Levene of Portsoken. at Bankers 


Trust behind Liverpool Street station. At 
the offices of Memli Lynch, the Queen 
will meet staff working in foreign ex¬ 
change. gilts and UK mergers and acqui¬ 
sitions. She will tour the debt trading 
floor and inspect the information technol¬ 
ogy centre for the company’s European 
operations. 

Next she will call into the boardroom 
of Electra Investment Trust at Kingsway. 
to meet members of companies that make 
flooring (A mtioo) and shoes (Dolds). and 
grow flowers and bulbs {Winchester 
Growers), as examples of enterprises into 
which the City puts its money. 

The Duke of Edinburgh wQI be at 


Lloyds TSB in Threadneedle Street, meet¬ 
ing those involved in personal banking, 
insurance, busines banking, the Lloyds 
TSB Charitable Foundation and educa¬ 
tion. After that he will visit the Stock Ex¬ 
change to meet staff and to view markets 
on computer screens. 

The couple will reunite for lunch with 
the City’s " house journal", the Financial 
Times. Finally, the Queen and the Duke 
will visit the Bank of England and meet 
the Governor, Eddie George, and mem¬ 
bers of the Monetary Policy Committee. 
An evening reception at the Palace will 
be attended by 600 staff from a cross-sec¬ 
tion of Citv institutions. 


Adyent_ 

Even more 



with DVD. 

All Advent PCs are built to deliver high spec 
computing at prices that are stripped to the bone. 

They're built with top brand components and 
they offer high performance multimedia capability 
and extensive space for upgrading. 

One of the latest innovations 
in high performance is the 
introduction of the DVD drive. This 
is the new alternative to CD-ROM. 

Each DVD can store nearly 8 
times the capacity of a CD, which 
means that you can run far more 
sophisticated programmes 
and games. 

In fact, it can store a full length 
feature film and have room to spare. 

If s the future of computing and 
with Advent you can have it 
today at an unbelievable price. 

Advent* s after sales package is 
equally impressive. There's a FREE 
1 year on-site service as standard. 

A helpline available 24 hours a day, _ 

7 days a week, and the use of PC World's 
in-store technical centres to upgrade your PC 
It all adds up to more power for your pound. 


Advent 


DVD 350MHz 

Intel' Pentium'11 
Processor 


• 64Mb 100MHz SDRAM 

• 8.6Gb Seagate Hard Disk 

• Intel 440BX Chipset 

• DVD-ROM Drive 

• 64 Voice Pa H/W Wavetsble, 
A3D Sound with Speakers 

• 8Mb 3D AGP ATI 
Rage Pro Graphics 

• 56kbps V.90 Data/Fax Modem 

• 1.5* Colour Monitor 

• MS Windows 98 plus 5 top 
software titles. 

•3xJSASlots;3xPO 
5tots and 1 x AGP Slot 
MODEL: 8582. 

INCLUDES 12 MONTHS 
ON-SITE SERVICE 

9 MONTHS WISEST 
REEOPTIONt 


f 899 


SAT 



Advent 


DVD 450MHz 

Intel' Pentium'II 
Processor 


• 64Mb 100MHz SDRAM 

• 8.6Gb Seagate Hard Disk 

• Intel 440BX Chipset 

• DVD-ROM Drive 

• 64 Voice PO H/W Wavetable, A5D 
5ound with Speakers and Subwoofer 

• 8Mb 3D AGP ATI Rage Pro Graphics 

• 56kbps V.90 Data/Fax Modem 

• 15" Colour Monitor 

• Joystick. . . 

• MS VWndows 98 plus MS Home 
Essentials 98 (Word 97, Works 45, 
Money 98, Encarta 98 World 

Adas, Entertainments Pad and more.) 
•3 x ISA Slots; 3 x PO Slots 
and 1 x AGP Slot 
MODEL: 8652. 

INCLUDES 12 MONTHS 
ON-SITE SERVICE 
9 MONTHS INTEREST FREE OPTIONt 


£1099 


EX 

VAT 


INC. v«f 
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FOR YOUR NEAREST STORE CALL 0990 464 464 


■ ABERDEEN 

■ BIRMINGHAM 
JUNC. 9 OFF M6 
(opes soon) 

■ BOUON 

■ BRADFORD 

(now open) 

■ BRISTOL 

■ CANTERBURY 

■ CARDIFF 

■ CHATHAM 

■ CHESTS' 

■ COLCHESTER 

■ COVENTRY 


■ DONCASTER 

■ DUBUN 
(prices may vary) 

■ EAST KILBRIDE 

■ EDINBURGH 

■ GATESHEAD 

■ GLASGOW 

■ HUDDCRSHHD 

■ HULL 

■ IPSWICH 

■ LEEDS 

■ ISdSIBl 

■ LINCOLN 

■ UVBIPOOI. 


■ MANCHESTER 

■ MERRY HILL — 
DUDLEY 

■ M1U0N KEYNES 
(opens Saturday) 

■ NORTH SHIELDS 

■ NORTHAMPTON 

■ NORWICH 

■ NOTTINGHAM 

■ OLDHAM 

■ PETERBOROUGH 

■ PLYMOUTH 

■ PORTSMOUTH 
-■POOLE 

■ PRESTON 



■ READING 

■ SEUVOAK 

■ SHEFFIELD 

■ SLOUGH 

■ SOU HULL 

■ SOUTHAMPTON 

■ 5 PRUCEF 1 ELD 

■ SKXXPQRT 

■ STOKE 

■ SWANSEA 

■ SWINDON 

■ T EES SI P t 

■ TELFORD 

■ YORK 


■ BEOCTON 

■ BRENTFORD 

■ CHARLTON 

■ CROYDON 

■ ENFIELD 

■ GUILDFORD 

■ HARLOW 

■ LAKESIDE 

■ LONDON CITY 

■ STAPLES CORNS! 


THE COMPUTER SUPERSTORE 




An air of 
victory 
on secret 
bypass 

By Helen Johnstone 

AN AIR of diesel-free content¬ 
ment prevailed yesterday in 
Newbury as the town woke up 
to the knowledge that its 
£100 million bypass had been 
opened unannounced during 
the nighL 

Unlike its construction, the 
opening passed without the 
demonstrators who had 
turned the project into the big¬ 
gest road protest in Britain. A 
police car carrying Tony Scutt, 
project director for the con¬ 
struction company Costain, 
led the way on to the dual-car¬ 
riageway at 125am. It was 
swiftly followed by several 
heavy goods vehicles. 

Within hours, workmen 
were honouring a council 
pledge to start pedestrianising 
the town centre. Ann Board- 
man, who lives on the through 
route which used to see up to 
400 lorries an hour, said the 
air already smelt sweeter. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Boy dies 
after rail 
game 

A schoolboy has died after be- 
ing blown off a railway bridge 
by a 25 . 000 -volt electric shock 
and run over by a train. 

The unnamed 14-year-old 
and a friend had been playing 
in Birmingham on Monday 
afternoon when the a cadent 
happened. Police said that he ’ * 
had been dangling a wire ca¬ 
ble over the track in Nechells 
and it apparently touched a 
power cable. 

A British Transport Police 
spokesman said: ‘The force of 
the voltage blew the boy off 
the bridge on to the tracks. 
Moments later he was hit by 
the train.” The child was tak¬ 
en to Birmingham Heart¬ 
lands Hospital, suffering 
from multiple injuries and 
died yesterday. 

Lorry fire death 

One person died and several 
others were injured when a 
lorry crashed into a petrol sta¬ 
tion in thick fog and caught 
fire. Staff at the Fina station 
oo the AI4 at Lolworth. Cam¬ 
bridgeshire, avoided an explo¬ 
sion by isolating fuel supplies. 

Red Arrow crash 

A Red Arrows pilot ejected 
safely from bis Hawk jet be¬ 
fore it crashed on the runway 
of RAF Cranwell in Lincoln¬ 
shire during a training exer¬ 
cise. He was trying to land the 
aircraft, which was destroyed. 

An inquiry has been started. 

Damages denied,*,.*.# 

The footballer Kieran Brady " 4 
has lost a £2 million damages 
claim against his dub, Sunder¬ 
land. The Court of Appeal 
ruled that the dub doctor could 
not have been expected to diag¬ 
nose the rare vascular condi¬ 
tion that ended his career. 

Envoy’s bomb 

Bomb disposal experts car¬ 
ried out a controlled explosion 
on a wartime shell found in 
an ambassador's garden near 
London Zoo. Easa Saleh al- 
Gurg, of the United Arab 
Emirates, his wife and staff 
were moved to safety. 


Lowry sold 

A painting by L S. Lowiy that 
had hung for 20 years in the 
school hall at Princess Helena 
College in Hitchin. Hertford¬ 
shire, sold for £298300 at Phil¬ 
lips in London. The 1935 
work. May Day , showed of 
children around* a maypole. 

Fast-lane mouse 

The Evans Haishaw Porsche 
dealership in Little Aston, Staf¬ 
fordshire. found that a hole 
the size of a television screen 
in the cover of a convertible 
Porsche had been caused not 
by vandals, but by a mouse 
that had subsequently died. 


1 ? 


The easy access 
range from 

DolpliTn 

makes bathing a 
pleasure 
not a chore 


ts 



Whatever your needs in 
the bathroom Dolphin has 
something truly special for you. 
Their range of walk-in showers 
and powerhaths, incl uding the 
deep soak Tranquillity’ bach, 
makes bathing easier, safer, and 
more comfortable. 

^ The Tranquillity' fearurcs 
an integral duor for easy 
’step-in. step-out' access 
and comes «1th a matching 
csinopv lor use with the 
shower of your choice. 

- Easy access showers are 
ideal for wheelchairs and 
walk-in users. 

2* Shower scats allow sit down 
showering, without Iear of 
slipping. 

- Power baths gently lift you 
in :mu out of che water. 

Dolphin designs and 
felly installs all products 
professionally. 

a Free home advice service 
and fell guarantee. 


NATIONWIDE SHOWROOMS 
OPBV 7 DATS A WEEK 

For a free bnxjurc and 
more information rail 

Dolphin Special Needs today on 

0800626248 

jMijMSu riau rdinte 

Nmse *tnj roe my frer brochure 
and provide liirthrr injomuoan abtwr 
Dntphiii Special Needs Raibimu. 
tiame 
Fei 

Address 


._.. Pwonde _ 

IV« free Udjiwi SpsiaJ Needs Badmonc, 
Fittpa*. Mandat* M16 8HH 
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Sailor dies after 
four-day battle 
against storms 

British couple’s dream voyage ended as their damaged 


yacht ra^i aground in New Zealand, reports Tim Jones 


HOME NEWS 
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A BRITISH woman has been 
swept to her death off a remote 
stretch of the northern coast of 
New Zealand after she and 
her husband lost a four-day 
battle to steer their damaged 
52rt yacht through stormy seas 
to safety. 

The body oF Anita Mary 
pean, 52, from Hull, who suf¬ 
fered frap multiple sclerosis, 
was found at Great Exhibition 
Bay. near the northern tip of 
New Zealand. Her husband. 
Roger, 53. was found alive, 
dinging to the wreckage of the 
yacht, which was washed up 


on a beach near Everitts Creek 
at about 5pm on Monday, Brit¬ 
ish time. 

The couple, who had spent 
3** years sailing around the 
world, had been en route from 
Fiji to New Zealand last week 
when gale-force winds dam¬ 
aged the steering mechanism 
of ^ieir 18-tonne yacht. Woody 
Goose. 

Senior Constable Shane 
Godinet. of Houhora Police, 
said that the couple had been 
exhausted after fighting the 
storm and had set a drag an¬ 
chor to slow the vessel down 



Anita and Roger Dean: sailed die world for three years 


about five miles off the coast so 
that they could rest When 
they awoke, however, winds 
were gusting at up to 40mph 
and they were drifting danger¬ 
ously dose to the shore. They 
tried and failed to start their 
vessel's engine, then to raise 
its mam saiL 

“The Deans slept for more 
than they had anticipated and 
woke to find that they were too 
dose to the shore," he said. 
'The vessel's diesel engine 
failed to start and the couple 
fired two red distress flares at 
5am. which were spotted by 
residents on the shore." 

Coastguards, guided by two 
aircraft, tried to rescue the 
pair but were driven bade by 
the conditions. 

“An hour later, the yacht 
was found beached and short¬ 
ly after, the body of Mrs Dean 
was recovered,” Constable 
Godinet said. 

He said that Mr Dean had 
told him that he had last seen 
his wife on the deck wearing a 
safety harness, but that mo¬ 
ments later, when he looked 
again, she had gone and the 
harness was empty. 

Sergeant Rogan Parker 
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The Woody Goose lies stranded in Great Exhibition Bay. Mrs Dean fell overboard despite her safety harness 


said: “At the moment we don't 
know if the boat overturned or 
the woman fell overboard. We 
have been told that the woman 
was wearing a safety line dur¬ 
ing the emergency, but that 
somehow she became separat¬ 
ed from it." 

Constable Godinet said that 
Maori leaders in the area had 
placed a tapu on Great Exhibi¬ 
tion Bay, marking the site as a 
sacred area our of respect for 
Mrs Dean. 

Her body was taken to a 


mortuary at Kaitaia, where a 
post-mortem examination is to 
be carried ouL 
The couple had left Britain 
more than three years ago, 
and were believed to have 
lived in New Zealand for some 
years before returning to HulL 
A local fishermen. Bill Hop¬ 
kins, said that sea conditions 
in the area at die time of the ac¬ 
cident were extremely poor. 
Hec Crane, a harbourmaster, 
said that die coast had been 
buffeted by strong winds for 


several days, and that condi¬ 
tions would have been terrify¬ 
ing aboard a yacht the size of 
Woody Goose. 

Last night Bert Constable, 
one of the couple’s neighbours 
in Hull, said: They were a 
lovely couple. It had always 
been Roger’s dream to go cruis¬ 
ing around the world.” 

Another, Eric Ormrod, said: 
“I am very sorry. This has 
come as a shock. Their son. 
Mark, told us that they had 
run aground cm Fiji not long 


ago and they had been pulled 
off. He was going to show us 
some video footage taken of 
them this weekend." 

It is believed that the Deans 
were members of the Humber 
Yawl Club. The Woody Goose. 
which was built in France in 
1974, was powered by sail and 
a single screw. It had one deck 
and two masts. 

The Registry of Pleasure 
Yachts in Gibraltar said that 
the vessel was listed as being 
owned by the couple. 


Hunt for Nazi loot in Britain I‘The Spiral’ seeks £75m 


By Dalya Aib erg e 

THE country's museums were asked yes¬ 
terday to study the provenance of every ob¬ 
ject in their collections to ensure that there 
was nothing that could have been looted 
from victims of the Nazis. 

Lord Janner of Braunstone, chairman 
of the Holocaust Educational Trust, said 
that any work of art acquired after 1945 
that was found to have been stolen by the 
Naas should be returned to the original 
owners or their family- if no one could be 
traced, it should be sold for the benefit of 
organisations that care for survivors. 

He expressed dismay that so many vic¬ 
tims had failed to regain their property— 
while the family of Himmler, head of the 
Gestapo and die SS, had apparently been 
able to hold on to stolen treasures — “on 


the grounds that he wasn't a convicted 
war criminal”. Himmler killed himself in 
captivity before he could be put on trial. 

The trust's study, Nazi Looted Arv Brit¬ 
ain and Post-War Restitution, published 
yesterday,'draws on previously unseen 
files from the Public Record Office and 
points out that art plundered by the Third 
Reich was regarded by the Allies as the vic¬ 
tors' legitimate war booty rather than the 
property of the victims from whom it had 
originally been seized. 

In some cases, paintings ended up on 
the walls of Foreign Office buildings in 
London and the offices of the British post¬ 
war military government in Germany. 
Lord Janner called for an audit of the 
Armed Forces’ collections. 

• The Allies agreed that all looted art was 
to be returned to the government of the 


country from which it had originated. It 
was then up to individual states whether 
they then returned it to private owners. In 
some cases, the rules were broken for in¬ 
fluential figures, but ordinary indviduals 
got no help, say the authors. Stephen 
Ward and Ian Locke. 

Documents that they uncovered show 
that Himmler's family appears to have 
been allowed to keep some of the collec¬ 
tion he accumulated while in charge of the 
Third Reich’s art looting. An inventory of 
works found in the Wewelsburg concen¬ 
tration camp includes 13 paintings, seven 
tapestries, 22 carpets and 11 gilt frames. In 
1949 an official in the British zone of Ger¬ 
many ruled: “If any of the property cannot 
be identified as having been forcibly tak¬ 
en away from its former owner, it is not, 
prima fade, restitutable." 


By Dalya Alberce 
ARTS CORRESPONDENT 

A DAY after the Victoria and 
Albert Museum’s controver¬ 
sial and futuristic extension 
was approved, the museum’s 
staff are facing the next big 
hurdle — finding £75 million 
to make it possible. 

Gwyn Miles, the V&A’s 
head of major projects, insist¬ 
ed that the museum was com¬ 
pletely confident of bong able 
to inspire sponsors. While ac¬ 
knowledging that the same 
few people were being 
“tapped by everyone under 
the sun” there were some do¬ 
nors who “may not have given 


to other things”. The museum 
is also likely to travel abroad 
in search of funds. 

The Royal Borough of Ken¬ 
sington and Chelsea's plan¬ 
ning and conservation com¬ 
mittee voted on Monday 
night in favour of the design, 
which has been dismissed by 
some as “a spiral of crumpled 
boxes”. A number of local resi¬ 
dents have also derided it 

Ms Miles said, however, 
that a MORI poll of residents 
suggested that eight out of ten 
favoured it and would want to 
visit it once it opens, which is 
expected to be in 2004. 

The V&A intends to posi¬ 
tion the controversial exten¬ 


sion, known as The Spiral, be¬ 
tween its existing Victorian 
galleries in South Kensing¬ 
ton. It was designed by the 
American architect Daniel 
libeskind as part of a project 
to provide more gallery space. 
The new building, which was 
rejected for National Lottery 
holding fry the Millennium 
Commission, has 12,000 
square metres of floor space 
on 12 floors, four of which are 
underground. The extension 
includes an underground au¬ 
ditorium and cinema. 

The museum Is a Grade l 
building and the work has to 
had to ensure that the rest of 
the structure is safeguarded- 


Thirteen 
easy steps 
to surgeiy 
on the 
high seas 

From Giles Whittell 
IN WASHINGTON 


A WEEK ago Victor Yazykov 
was alone on a yacht in the 
South Atlantic with a life- 
threatening abscess on his el¬ 
bow. Yesterday he was recover¬ 
ing at the Russian consulate in 
Cape Town, thanks to a solar- 
powered modem and a helpful 
doctor in suburban Boston. 

Without anaesthetic — but 
after a 13-step procedure e- 
mailed to him in what re¬ 
mained of the daylight on 
which his computer link de¬ 
pended — the solo yachtsman 
used a scalpel to cut open and 
empty the abscess. 

Ar the other end of the com¬ 
puter link was Daniel Carlin, 
on call from Boston for the 
Around Alone yacht race. He 
received the Russian’s first 
message last Tuesday. "My 
right elbow does not look 
good.” it went "Some yellow 
spot in the middle of red and it 
feels like dead." The doctor re¬ 
quested further details. “All 
skin is glossy and shiny 
white," Yazykov replied. 

Dr Carlin urgently typed 
out the 13 steps. “He had to set 
up a small operating theatre 
on his boat” he said yester¬ 
day. “I told him it would hurt 
a lot and. if it didn’t, he wasn’t 
doing it right Had the abscess 
ruptured it would have set up 
a terrible infection.” 

Yazykov's final task was to 
stop the bleeding. He had 
failed to tell the doctor he had 
been taking aspirin, which pre¬ 
vented his blood clotting. By 
by Thursday he wrote: “Have 
been sitting on the bloody cab¬ 
in floor almost completely na¬ 
ked ... watching as my fife 
drop by drop is leaving me." 

Contacted by telephone yes¬ 
terday, Yazykov, 50. a former 
commando in the Russian 
Army, told The Times: “I can 
laugh now, but for half an 
hour it was veiy. very bad. 
Death was my real concern.” 

With Dr Carlin’s advice the 
bleeding eventually stopped. 
Yazykov’s last message to Bos- 
i ton read:’The arm getting bet¬ 
ter. Very grateful to doctor." 
Yasykov had built his own 
boat and sailed it 7500 miles 
from Sochi, on the Black Sea, 
to South Carolina for the start 
of the race. 


The PEP that beat 98%' 

of the competition. 

Don’t miss this outstanding opportunity 


r 


2 % discount il you 

invest by 

31 st December 1998. 


The Scottish Widows European PEP is a star performer 
in any language. It offers superb potential to make your 
money grow. 


• Outperformed over 98% of all 539 unit crust PEPs over the last 5 yeant 

• Invests in a Trusr which has been ‘AAA’ rated in 6 out of the last 7 -' 

7 years**- 

• Investors would have enjoyed average returns of pa- 

had the Trust been available as a PEP since launch. A 

• 2% discount on new lump sum investments and _ — 

transfers before 31 st December 1998. 

If you're looking For outstanding growth potential, go 
for a genuine star performer. Call now for foil details 

on how to apply or transfer your existing PEP. , 

Don’t Delay! 

For a priority application form call now on -""'p, 

0345 6789 10 H 

and quote ref no. 391BB6 

5 COTTI5H WPOWS 

www.scottishwidowsxo.uk i,- 


Free mobile phone 
plus connection 
when you join 
BT Internet. 


The lantass-c nsv? offer from ST' internet cisk-ss the pa-ir-sct Chin stmas - -jilt \ 
jfi<h before Decern bet 3isM-998 for-only n.i 29.2 : S g^t byeiya^rrion-hs for 

cos’- of fbvea VveVc p:v=oo evorvoro in The family ‘heir 6v;h free e-rp?.i* adrires- 

{up tv 5: plus giVrng you space La create your ov;;TW?b:S ; tp, and ;*e •ofer-24-nc 
help and asvce-cver The chore. ;n Ted Ton.; vve w# rdve yoo 50 Tee hours.-Si .•. 
3TTai*.TitT;s-TtTs means vour'fT-i 50 Hours' of surfing are free' 

Plus we give you a free mobile phone package option which includes: 
*.A free Ericsson GAc-26 •regfst&r. CwU^t pnev: : £9.99f 

* Free conned;or. to.C e;noCT Occasion?!Cater Pits,; tariff-Cecne: p'gce:[ t. 

* Up. to £5 vvohhfcT p-obfe : phone gaiis free .each month/.' 
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6 HOME NEWS 

Robertson 
cuts swath 
through 
theTA 

By Michael Evans, defence editor 


MANY of Britain's best- 
known regiments, such as the 
Green Howards, the Worces¬ 
tershire and Sherwood Forest¬ 
ers and the Argyll and Suther¬ 
land Highlanders, will be cut 
back in die restructured and re¬ 
duced Territorial Army an¬ 
nounced by George Robert¬ 
son. the Defence Secretary, yes¬ 
terday. 

The changes will more than 
halve the number of infantry 
battalions and force TA regi¬ 
ments into new-style amalga¬ 
mated units. 

After widespread criticism 
of Mr Robertson's proposal to 
cm the TA from its establish¬ 
ment figure of 59.000 to 
40.000, as pan of the Strategic 
Defence Review, he an¬ 
nounced that he was restoring 
1*200 to the manpower level. 

No decision has been made 
on names for the 15 TA infan¬ 
try regiments that will be creat¬ 
ed out of 33 battalions. That 
will be the responsibility of the 
Regular Army's Director of In¬ 


fantry. Mr Robertson prom¬ 
ised that no cap badges would 
be lost, even though many bat¬ 
talions would be only compa¬ 
ny size — about 100 men. 

He said that the new total of 
41.200 did not represent as big 
a curas had been suggested be¬ 
cause the current strength of 
the TA was only 54,000. This 
meant the cut was only 13,000, 
“a modest reduction”. 

"We lose about that figure 
each year through natural 
wastage,” Mr Robertson said 
at the Ministry of Defence. 
The cuts would save £70 mil¬ 
lion a year from theTA budget 
of £350 million. 

He predicted that critics of 
his decision to cut the Territori¬ 
als would be won round by his 
promise to convert them from 
their traditional image of 
“weekend warriors” to “a new, 
more heavyweight rate” 

Apart from lire infantry bat¬ 
talions. the seven TA yeoman¬ 
ry regiments attached to the 
Royal Armoured Corps are to 



be cut to four. But for the first 
time they will be given tanks 
to train on, including the Chal¬ 
lenger 2. Tire Royal Artillery 
TA regiments, which are to re¬ 
main at seven, will be allowed 
for the first time to fire the 
Army’s new AS90 gun. 

Insfeadoftramingtodefend 
the. United Kingdom from a 
Soviet invasion — its role m 
the Cold War — theTA would 
work with the regulars as “a 
wholly integrated force” in 
many types of operations. 

He even promised that he 
would be prepared to call up 
theTA “in formed units if need 
be”, rather than as attach¬ 
ments to regular units, but 


only in situations “that fall 
short of a direct threat to the 
UK, such as the Gulf War**. 

The minor concession on 
overall manpower came after 
strong representations to Mr 
Robertson by some of his Cabi¬ 
net colleagues, in particular 
Donald Dewar, the Scottish 
Secretary. He was worried 
foat a thinning of the TA in out¬ 
lying areas of Scotland would 
be damaging if it were needed 
for civil emergencies. 

In a leaked letter to Mr Rob¬ 
ertson, he said the TA might 
be needed to help to run public 
services affected by computer 
shutdowns in 2000 — the so- 
called millennium bug. Mr 


Robertson said he had added 
the 1,200 for “operational, not 
political reasons". The extra 
personnel would be paid for 
within the overall army budg¬ 
et He would not have to ask 
the Treasury for more money. 

Under his plans, announced 
in the Commons, 87 drill cen¬ 
tres will be sold to raise £40 
million. The closed centres 
would be spread as evenly as 
possible across the country. 

Some of the biggest changes 
are: the two TA battalions of 
The Parachute Regiment 4 
Para and 10 Para, to be re¬ 
duced to one battalion, consist¬ 
ing of three companies — 
about 360 men: the two battai- 


Arnhem Paras could hold out no more 


THE 10th Battalion Hie Parachute 
Regiment whose proud history stems 
back to the Second World War battle 
over the bridge at Arnhem, will cease 
to exist as a battalion in London. 

“irs like having the family split up,” 
said its spokesman. Major Robert Par¬ 
tridge. There's a great sadness among 
those who have trained together. But 
the guys will probably be found jobs. 
No one turns away such well-trained 
airborne troops as the Paras." 

The cuts announced yesterday wSJ 
mean that the combined number of 10 
Para and 4 Para will be reduced from 
650 to 325. 

The battalion’s finest hour came 


Michael HorsneD on a sad day for proud unit 


when, surrounded and vastly outnum¬ 
bered by German SS Panzer troops, it 
made an heroic stand at Oosterbeek. 
three miles west of the main bridge at 
Arnhem. For four days, without resup¬ 
ply or reinforcement 60 men and two. 
officers _ all that remained of the bat¬ 
talion — held out against staggering 
odds before withdrawing across foe 
lower Rhine: 

Of foe 800 men who dropped Into 
The Netherlands, only 35 answered 
foe roll call on the south bank eight 
days later. Colonel Lionel Queripel 


was awarded the Victoria Crass for his 
gallant action at Oosterbeek. 

The battalion was reformed in 1947 
as the 10th (City of London) Parachute 
Battalion TA. The unit’s soldiers take 
great pride in their nickname, Lon¬ 
don’s Paras. 

Each September foe battalion re¬ 
turns to Arnhem and foe troops para¬ 
chute onto Ginkel Heath, the wartime 
drop zone, where they mount a guard 
at the town’s annual memorial service 
to foe British and Polish dead. 

Today foe battalion provides para¬ 


chute-trained soldiers to reinforce reg¬ 
ular parachute battalions in 5 Air¬ 
borne Brigade. Although a Territorial 
Army unit it has many soldiers who 
wear Northern Ireland. Bosnia and 
UN medals, having served six-month 
attachments to regular army battal¬ 
ions. 

In 199610 Para provided more than 
100 soldiers to support 5 Airborne Bri¬ 
gade on Exercise Purple Star in the 
Untied States. 

To ensure readiness, the battalion 
regularly conducts training exercises 
in parachute assault and airfield sei¬ 
zure procedures in addition to conven¬ 
tional infantry training. 


ions of the Princess of Wales’s 
Raya! Regiment also to be cut 
to one battalion of three com¬ 
panies. Other TA regiments 
will lose one company, includ¬ 
ing the Staffordshire Regi¬ 
ment, the :Royal Gloucester¬ 
shire, the Berkshire and Wilt¬ 
shire Regiment, and the Duke 
of Wellington's Regiment. 

■ The Royal Regiment of 
Wales and foe Royal Welch Fu¬ 
siliers are to be combined to 
form a Welsh regiment. The 
TA*s two SAS regiments are 
unaffected by the cuts. 

Mr Robertson. Fully support¬ 
ed yesterday by General Sir 
Roger Wheeler, the Chief of 
the General Staff, promised 
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3/2 years’ 
jail for 
groping 
doctor 

By Richard Duce 

POLICE yesterday praised the 
bravery of eight women who 
had the courage to relive sexu¬ 
al ordeals inflicted upon them 
by their family doctor and to 
see him jailed for 3fc years. j 
F or 17 years Gerald Walms- M 
ley had preyed on young fe- ^1 
male patients at surgeries in 
Yorkshire and Kent as he sub¬ 
jected them to indecent as- ! 
saulcs on his consulting rocan 
couch. 

Many of his victims were 
too scared to report the inci¬ 
dents but. once one woman 
voiced her alarm, it opened up 
a floodgate of concern about 
treatment by the 50-year-old fa¬ 
ther of two adopted daughters. 
After a jury at Maidstone 
jss of Wales’s that saleable drill centres used Crown Court yesterday con- 
also to be cut by the Army Cadets would vicred Waimsley on ten charg- 
of three com- stay open until other arrange- es of indecent assault. Judge 
’A regiments mems could be made. He an- David Griffiths told him; "An 
ipany. indud- nounced an extra £12 million indecent assault on a young 
dshirc Regi- for the cadets and said they woman is a serious matter in 
1 Gloucester- would not face any cuts. any case, but in your case the 

ire and Wilt- He said that TA members victims were all young and vul- 
md the Duke facing redundancy would nerable female patients. This 
legrmem. have new opportunities to involves a grave breach of 
Kegjment of serve in the regular forces or to trust” 
yal Welch Fu- join the volunteer reserves of Waimsley simply bowed his 
combined to the two other services — the head as sentence was passed 
isfimem. The Royal Naval Reserve, which is and his wife, Yvonne, stared 
moments are to increase from 3.500 to 3,850. straight ahead as he was led 
' cuts. and the Reserve Air Forces, from the dock. His career is 

Fully support- which will rise from 2,650 to now in tatters and it is expect- 
General Sir 2.920. ed he will be struck off by the 

the Chief of - General Medical Council. The 

ff promised Leading article, page 19 judge also ordered that he 

placed indefinitely on the regis¬ 
ter for sexual offenders. 

None of the victims was in 
court but each was contacted 
by police to tel! them that y; 
Waimsley had been jailed, fir 
Many of them had been re¬ 
duced to tears as they gave evi¬ 
dence against a man whom 
they believed they should have 
trusted. 

During his trial the court 
heard how die doctor fold car¬ 
ried out the assaults between 
1980 and 1997. Five of his vic¬ 
tims, two of whom were as¬ 
saulted twice, were patients at 
his Lime Hill Road surgery in 
Tunbridge Wells. Kent. 

The other three were pa¬ 
tients at foe Yeadon health cen¬ 
tre, near Leeds, where he first 

ira in training: they will soon cease to exist practised between 1976-86. 
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The TA's 10 Para in training: they will soon cease to exist 
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We carried out 
8,000 crashes to 
develop this piece 
of equipment 
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Bosch’s airbag control units and seat belt tensioners 


seem to have a brain of their own. Both can determine 


when a crash is dangerous enough to be harmful and 


react to protect within a thousandth of a second. 


The control units offer delay estimation, signal 
pretation and crash recognition. They are programmed to 
recognise a serious collision and then safely release the 
airbags and also tighten the seat belts. Bosch has computer 
simulated over 8,000 crashes to produce this technology 
capable of better protection. Safety via intelligence. 

Bosch. We bring innovation 
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Silver surfers 
turn off TV 
for computer 
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By Alan Copps 

^ BRITONS are increasingly 
turning off the television and 
turning to the home computer, 
which can now be found in 
one in four households. 

Among the keenest are com¬ 
puter users over 60m. who 
have earned the nickname “sti¬ 
ver surfers” by spending ten 
hours a week at the keyboard, 
three hours longer than the av¬ 
erage. They are likely to spend 
more time than younger rela¬ 
tives talking about computers. 

New surveys show that 
more than a million adults 
have used the Internet for the 
first time in the past six 
months, bringing the total to 7 
■jp million or 15 per cent of the 
^ adult population. There are a 
further million users aged 14 
to 17. including users at work 
and school. Companies offer¬ 
ing mail-order sales on the 
World Wide Web are hoping 
for the first electronic Christ¬ 
mas shopping spree. 

Three new surveys taken to¬ 
gether provide a full picture of 
computer use and its effect on 
television habits. Just over half 
pie users said that their favour¬ 
ite time to sit down at the 
home PC was between 6pm 
and 8pm. just when Corona¬ 
tion Street and EastEnders 
are on. 

The first survey, the Micro- 
, soft Computer Age Report is 


What the silver surfers 
do on their computers 
% 

WOrt processing _88 

Personal finanoo/accoums „ 36 
Play b»tk»5 __34 


Surf me Net__ 

25 

Use spreadsheets .„. 

23 

Use databases.. 

Reference... 

23 

E-mail... 


WorK .._.. 


Study...... 


Souns: Hoom 

Compute Ajjs Report 


based on a two-year study of 
500 families. 100 each from 
London. Manchester, Glas¬ 
gow. Newcastle upon Tyne 
and Birmingham. “It conclud¬ 
ed that PC-owning households 
spent 15 hours a week watch¬ 
ing television — four hours 
less than the national average 
— and seven hours at the PC. 

In a second survey, by inter- 
neiTrak, 11 per cent said that 
they watched less television 
since getting a PC. In the third 
survey, online market re¬ 
search by the Internet compa¬ 
ny Lycos put the figure who 
had reduced their television 
watching at 47 per cent. 

The Microsoft survey identi¬ 
fies the silver surfer as an im¬ 
portant consumer, with a quar¬ 
ter of over-60s using the Inter¬ 
net They are keener than 


I’m hooked, says 
‘cyber granny’ 


By Adrian Lee 


MASTERING the language of 
computing at the age of 84 was 
a daunting task, confessed 
Lady Wright widow of Sir Ro¬ 
land Wright a former chair¬ 
man of ICI. 

She was convinced that 
grappling with a mouse was a 
; waste of time. Less than three 
•«!% months later she is sending e- 
• mails to her children _ k gnd 
grandchildren, reading 20tfc- 
centuiy history from a CD-' 
Rom and is about to link up 

with a friend in Australia. 

“1 honestly thought 1 would 
never get the hang of it” she 
said. “But now 1 am hooked 
and find it fascinating.” Lady 
Wright who lives in East¬ 
bourne. tries to limit herself to 
two hours a day. but admits: 
“I have bunt! my supper " 

Eventually, she believes she 
will use the computer to write 
' all her letters. “It was Hke 
learning Greek at first—I was 
hopeless — but my son wrote 
down all die instructions for 
me. Now I am always looking 


to see if I have received new e- 
mafl. It might just be a few 
lines, but you never know 
when it will arrive. I think 
everyone should have a go.” 

Mrs Wright's son, John, 
who is bursar of Trevelyan Col¬ 
lege, Durham, said: “My 
14-year-okl son thinks having 
a cyber granny is prefly cooL” 
The college hosts introductory, 
courses;.for the eWeriy. “Using 
the Internet is a completely dif¬ 
ferent environment to pen and 
ink and we have a lot of initial 
resistance^ Mr Wright said. 
“Once overcome, it means the 
elderly can communicate with 
people all over foe world." 

The growing number of “sil¬ 
ver surferS” has led to the crea¬ 
tion of foe Zimmer Frame 
Computer Club (ZFQ, which 
now has 3JXX) members, most¬ 
ly over 50. Danny Kilgariff, 
69, firm Lincoln, its co-found¬ 
er, said: 'The joy of e-mail is 
that you don’t have to write a 
long letter—a few paragraphs 
is enough to keep in touch.” 


0, 


Quote of the day from Corby 


"As I hurtled 
through space, one 
thought kept crossing 
my mind - every part 
of this capsule 
was supplied by 
the lowest bidder." 
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younger users on handling 
their personal finances and 
home accounts on the PC. The 
proportion who play computer 
games—about a third — is the 
same as among mothers in 
PC-owning households. 

More than a quarter of 
households said that help with 
children's homework was a 
major use, more popular 
among girls (42 per cent) than 
boys [29 per cent). Children in 
Newcastle and Birmingham 
are twice as likely to do home¬ 
work at the keyboard as those 
in London or Glasgow’. Only 
one in ten university students 
used a PC for study, but 78 per 
cent said they played compu¬ 
ter games. 

Microsoft also identified the 
rise of the multiple computer 
household. Of those owning 
PCs, 20 per cent had two and 8 
per cent at least three. 

Online shopping. 

Interface, page 3 
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Sir Geoff yesterday: The decoration will take pride of place with my World Cup medal” 


Only one industry 
provides for the health 
of our people and the 
wealth of our nation. 



HOME NEWS 7 

Hats off to hero 
of 1966 as Hurst 
is knighted 


GEOFF HURST was knight¬ 
ed by foe Queen yesterday 
and said that the ceremony 
was more demanding than 
scoring his hat-trick in Eng¬ 
land's 4-2 World Cup win over 
West Germany in 1966. 

Sir Geoff, 56, said outside 
Buckingham Palace: “I didn't 
expea to be nervous today, 
but when foe day cam e I was, 
whereas 32 years ago. playing 
at Wembley came like second 
nature to me." 

Sir Geoff, who was accom¬ 
panied by his wife. Judith, 
and two of his daughters. 
Quire, 33. and Charlotte. 21. is 
the only footballer to have 
scored a hat-trick In a World 
Cop final. “It was almost like 
full circle because it was the 
Queen who presented foe Eng¬ 
land team with the trophy at 
Wembley in 1966,” he said. 

Sir Graff, who is helping to 
set up the FA Premier League 
Hall of Fame, added: The 
knighthood decoration will 
take pride of place beside my 
World Cup znedaL” He re¬ 
ceived his knighthood for serv¬ 
ices to football. 

Barry Norman, the televi¬ 
sion presenter, was awarded 


foe insignia of foe CBE for 
services to broadcasting and 
the film industry. 

Mr Norman. 65. who was 
accompanied by his wife. Di¬ 
ana. and daughters Emma 
and Samantha recently left 
the BBC after 26 years to be¬ 
come film critic for SkyTelevi¬ 
sion. He said: The Queen 
asked me bow long I had 
been doing my job and I told 
her it was a very long time. I 
wanted to ask her if she ever 
watched my show, but I didn't 
get a chance.” 



A CBE award for Barry 
Norman: and why not? 


You can't put a price on the country's 
health. Or, can you? 

For better health brings greater wealth 
by returning people to work and reducing 
the burden on social services. 

As well as sustaining and improving our 
health, one industry is contributing 
significantly to the wealth of our nation - 
the pharmaceutical industry. 

Pharmaceutical companies in Britain 
have discovered many of the world's best 
medicines and are pioneering new 
treatments to help patients in need. 

Thanks to advances in medicines, 
millions of NHS patients can now look 
forward to a happier and healthier life. 

Leading the way in the fight against 
disease, the pharmaceutical industry in 
Britain spends more than £6 million 
every day in the search for new medicines 
and vaccines. 

Investment in medicines often brings 
savings in other more costly areas of 
healthcare and can reduce the length of 
hospital stays. 

The pharmaceutical industry is also 
healthy for the British economy. 

It provides quality employment for more 
than 300,000 people and generates one 
of Britain's biggest export surpluses - 
over £2 billion a year. 

Medicines are good for our health 
and the wealth of our nation. . 
They are one of the 
best investments Britain f 

[aopii 

The Association of the 

British Pharmaceutical Industry 

12 Whitehall London SW1A 2DY 


TAKE CARE OF AN INDUSTRY THAT TAKES CARE OF BRITAIN 











8 HOME NEWS 


Heads in 


THE TI MES WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 13 1998 

I Police take 


clash with 


minister 


on drugs 


Susie Steiner reports on reactions 
to Morris’s support for leniency 



a more 
feminine 
blue line 


By Stewart Tendler 

CRIME CORRESPONDENT 


NEW police officers are in¬ 
creasingly likely to be female, 
have a degree and join after 
trying other jobs. MPs were 
told yesterday. The average 
age of new officers is 26. 

MPcnn tfap HnniP Affaire On. 5 - 


HEAD teachers yesterday crit¬ 
icised the Government* call 
for leniency over pupils caught 
with drugs as Estelle Morris, 
the Schools Minister, defend¬ 
ed her advice not to adopt a 
“zero tolerance” approach- 

Ms Morris, who on Mon¬ 
day told the Girls' Schools As¬ 
sociation that possession of 
drugs should not automatical¬ 
ly lead to exclusion, caused dis¬ 
quiet among some heads who 
felt that she had created a con¬ 
flicting message for pupils. 

King Edward VI Camp Hill 
boys' school in Birmingham, 
one of the country's top grant- 
maintained grammars, has 
had two or three drug-related 
incidents with expulsions in 
the past ten years. Mervyn 
Brooke r, the headteacher, 
said: “At this school there is a 
very hard line. My governors 
expect a hard line and the stu¬ 
dents accept that 

“I am concerned about what 
Estelle Morris is saying. 
Heads need discretion on par¬ 
ticular circumstances, bur I 
certainly wouldn't want the 
Government to tie my hands 
and say. *You can’t exclude.' 
We take the view that, by and 
large, students know what 
they are doing and have to ac¬ 
cept the consequences." 

Harrow School operates a 
zero-tolerance policy and sever¬ 
al drug incidents in the past 
three years have resulted in ex¬ 
pulsion. Nicholas Bomford, 
the Head Master, said: "Our 
standard policy is that, if any 
boy is found to be in posses¬ 
sion of unauthorised drugs or 
to have used them during term 
time, he must expect to be re¬ 
quired do leave." Ms Morris 
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Morris: remarks caused 
disquiet among heads 


was criticised by David Wil¬ 
letts. the Shadow Education 
Secretary, for “undercutting 
the position" of head teachers. 

Downing Street defended 
Ms Morris’s remarks. The 
Prime Minister* spokesman 
said: “She was saying that the 
Government has a very tough 
approach to drugs, not just in 
schools but at all levels of socie¬ 
ty, but was making the obvi¬ 
ous point that head teachers 
have to be- allowed some flexi¬ 
bility and that she would sup¬ 
port them over the decisions 
they have to take." 

Although few schools prac¬ 
tise zero tolerance, they are uni¬ 
versally strict on drug-dealing. 
Heads fiercely maintain the 
right to set their own anti¬ 
drugs policies. St Bede’s Col¬ 
lege, a Roman Catholic inde¬ 
pendent in Manchester, has 
had two fifth-form boys ex¬ 
pelled and 18 suspended for 
drugs in three years. John 
Byrne, the Headmaster, said: 
‘The boys were expelled be¬ 
cause they brought drugs into 
the school and sold them. 

“At the same time, we gave a 
24-tour amnesty lor people 
who had been tempted to pur¬ 
chase or try out cannabis and 
those people were suspended 
but not expelled. I reserve die 
right to expel pupils for drugs, 
but 1 wouldn't wish to tie my¬ 
self down to do it every time." 

Gordonstoun School said 
that nor every drugs incident 
resulted in expulsion. ‘There 1 
have been temporary suspen¬ 
sions." said Richard Oliver, its 
development director. 

“We would regard each of¬ 
fence individually. Anyone 
dealing in hand drugs would 
almost certainly be asked to 
leave." 

Ramsgate School, in Kent, 
which is fighting its way up 
from the bottom of the GCSE 
league tables, has had one 
drugs incident in the past 
three years but did not expel. 
Brian lippitt the Headmas¬ 
ter, said: “We operate a polity 
which is sympathetic to what 
Estelle Morris is doing. If we 
were to find a child with a 
small amount of cannabis and 
there is no evidence that the 
child has been selling or en¬ 
couraging other youngsters to 
use, then the child would be 
handed to the youth services 
for help and advice. He may 
well have a short-form exclu¬ 
sion but not a permanent one." 


Searching for the right chemistry: the posters, from left, of Kerry Lomas, an airline pilot: Jo da Silva, a civil engineer; and Farzana PateL a forensic scientist 


Poster women complain of science fiction 


WOMEN scientists were asked to 
dress up in crop-tops, tight dresses and 
trainers to pose fora government cam¬ 
paign to make science appeal to teen¬ 
age girls (Victoria Fletcher writes). 

The six women, who were chosen as 
role models because they bad man- 
aged to succeed in their maledominat- 
ed fields, were asked to put on skimpy 
clothes they did not normally wear. 
The posters, emblazoned with such 


streetwise slogans as “Making H20 
flow ... I’m into it!" and “Party on!" 
are part of a campaign launched yes¬ 
terday by Peter Mandelson, the Trade 
and Indushy Secretary, to make the 
“balding boffin" image of a science ca¬ 
reer more trendy. 

On seeing the poster of herself yester¬ 
day, Farzana PateL 26, an assistant fo¬ 
rensic scientist said she had been made 
to look half her age. She was asked by a 


stylist to put on a tight camouflage- 
print top with combat trousers and train¬ 
ers, a look she would never normally 
choose. “1 usually wear casual clothes — 
blouses and T-shirts — to work." 

However, she said that if the image 
would make girls stop and read the 
posters, she did not mind that they 
were not a true representation of her¬ 
self or her career. “We have to try and 
look human, not like people on white 


lab coats who have no social lives.” 
Other women featured in the posters 
include an airline pilot in a tight pink 
dress and an eletrical engineer with a 
tracksuit hooded top and Sporty Spice 
hairstyle. 

At present, girls outperform boys at 
science GCSE, but only a small propor¬ 
tion continue science in the sixth form. 
Last year, only 21 per cent of A-level 
phy sics pupils were female. 


MPs on tiie Horae Affairs Se- J 
lect Committee, which is study¬ 
ing police training and recruit¬ 
ment, were told that women ac¬ 
counted for 27 per cent of the 
7,500 new constables taken on 
each year by the 43 forces in 
England and Wales. But 
many still fail to complete 
their careers, often leaving to 
start families. 

Only 16 per cent of the total 
police manpower of 127.000 of¬ 
ficers are women. Five years 
ago the figure was 13 percenL 

Forces are making more use 
of job sharing, part-time work* 
fog and career breaks. But the 
Association of Chief Police Of- ^ 
ficers forecast that it would 
take some years for the in¬ 
crease in women recruits to 
show in the staffing profile. 

The MPs were also told that 
between 20 and 30 per cent of 
new recuits were graduates. 
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Dinosaur skin found 
at giant nesting site 

dioiteaixis of eggs discovered in Patagonian mud, writes Nigel Hawkes 
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SCIENTISTS have for the first 
time discovered perfectly pre- 
s ?r v ~ ^ dinosaur skm. fos¬ 
silised in eggs at an ancient 
nesting site. 

At the site in Patagonia, evi¬ 
dently used by large herds of 
dinosaurs 70 to 90 million 
years ago, thousands of eggs 
utter the ground so densely 
that ir is almost impossible to 
walk across the site without 
crushing some of them. 

A team led by Luis Chappt 
of the American Museum of 
Natural History in New York, 
found that dozens of the eggs 
still had unhatched dinosaurs 
inside them. 

When opened, they revealed 
the bones of tiny embryos just 
a few inches long and. even 
more remarkably, perfectly 
preserved traces of skin. This 
is the first time the skin of 
baby dinosaurs has ever been 
seen. 

The skin is scaly. like that of 
a modern lizard, and in one 
embryo a line of larger scales 
can be seen running across the 
creature’s back, forming a 





An impression of a titanosaur laying a dutch of eggs 


stripe that ran down the back¬ 
bone. 

The species of dinosaur is 
difficult to identify from the 
embryos, bui they appear ro 
have been plant-eating crea¬ 
tures belonging to the group 
known as sauropods. These 
were the largest of the dino¬ 
saurs. 

One embryo has 32 tiny pen¬ 


cil-shaped teeth, a shape 
found in only one known dino¬ 
saur from this period. Titano 
scuirus australis. The remains 
of tiranosaurs are common at 
die site in the “badlands" of 
Patagonia, so it seems very 
likely that the eggs came from 
this species. 

The dear patterns on the 
skin would eventually have de¬ 


veloped into the bony, ar¬ 
moured plates carried by the 
adults. This growth pattern 
mirrors that of modem ar¬ 
moured lizards and crocodiles, 
whose young lack the bony 
patches found in adults, the 
team reports in Nature. 

If they had hatched, the 
baby dinosaurs would have 
been about ISin long, and 
would have grown at great 
speed to an adult size of nearly 
45ft. The eggs are so beautiful¬ 
ly preserved, the team be¬ 
lieves, because they were laid 
in the flood plain of ancient 
streams that overflowed from 
time to time, burying the eggs 
in a layer of mud. 

This protected them from 
scavengers and from damage 
from the elements. Over the 
years, adult dinosaurs kept 
coming back to die same nest¬ 
ing site to lay their eggs, ex¬ 
plaining why there are so 
many eggs at the site. 

It is likely that hundreds or 
maybe even thousands of the 
huge creatures gathered here 
to lay their eggs, in a valley 
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The fossilised skinofababy dinosaur recovered from the site in Patagonia, where thousands of eggs were found 




site formed by several 
streams. During that period, 
at the end of the Cretaceous, 
the giant sauropods were less 
common than they had been 
in the Jurassic, bui many must 
have lived in this region. 

The area where the eggs 


were found, near Nequen, has 
proved to be a rich source of di¬ 
nosaur fossils in the past dec¬ 
ade, many of them found by 
Rodolfo Coria, a palaeontolo¬ 
gist of the Municipal Museum 
in Nequen. who was also in¬ 
volved in the latest find The 



nesting site where the find was 
made nas been named Auca 
Mahuevo. after the Spanish 
word for egg. huevo. 

Lowell Dingus, a member of 
the team from the American 
Museum of Natural History, 
told of his astonishment when 
the team stumbled across die 
nesting site. “We knew from 
geological maps that rocks of 
the right age were exposed in 
this area, but no one had ever 
looked for dinosaur fossils 
there before. We were hoping 
for the best, but when we saw 
what we had found I was 
shocked It's just not the sort of 
thing you anticipate. 

"Palaeontologists spend a 


lot of time prospecting, just 
like people prospect for gold, 
but at least 99 times out of 100 
you don’t find anything. 

“To wander into an area lit¬ 
tered with dinosaur eggs, a 
number of which turn out to 
have embzyos in them and 
skin casts, is the kind of thing 
you dream about. It very, very 
rarely happens. 

“The patches of skin we 
found were as large as a 
square inch. They’re scaly, like 
tie sldn of a lizard — you can 
feel the scales. What is so 
amazing is that it gives you an 
idea of what it would have 
been like to touch one of these 
animals." 


Rusty pipe linked 
to nuclear leaks 

By Gillian Harris, Scotland correspondent 
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A RUSTING pipe used for dis¬ 
charging liquids from the 
Dounneay nuclear plant is be¬ 
lieved to be the source of al¬ 
most 90 radioactive “hotspots” 
discovered on the seabed 

Small p&rtides of radioac¬ 
tive metal were detected by 
divers using monitoring 
equipment during a nine- 
week underwater investiga¬ 
tion In the Pentland Firth 
dose to the Caithness site. 

When 35 similar parades 
were found last year, the Scot¬ 
tish Secretary. Donald De- 
war, imposed an exdusion 
zone which banned commer¬ 
cial fishing within a 12 mDe 
radius of the nudear plant 

John Simson. Doom-cay's 
environmental protection 
manager, said the partides. 
no bigger than grains of sand 
were recovered from the sea¬ 
bed and were being analysed 
at the plant’s laboratory. 

More than 180 “hotspots” 
have been found on the shore 
at Donnreay in the last 15 


years. They have forced the 
dosure of a popular beach at 
Sandside Bay. 

Yesterday Lorraine Mann, 
of Scotland Against Nudear 
Dumping, said: “This new 
finding confirms the need for 
the fishing ban to remain in 
place around the [riant In the 
fight of this disturbing new ev¬ 
idence, consideration should 
be given to extending it" 

Roy Nelson, the plant's di¬ 
rector, said that the radioac¬ 
tive partides were believed to 
have leaked from the pipe 
which discharged mate ri a l s 
600 yards offshore in the 
1960s and 1970s. The pipe’s dif¬ 
fuser was replaced in the early 
1990s but the pipeline was bad¬ 
ly damaged when it became 
tangled in the nets of a trawler 
several years ago. 

The on-going examination 
of the seabed is part of a clean¬ 
up operation being carried 
out by Dounreay’s operators, 
the United Kingdom Atomic 
Energy Authority. 
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Cook told 
officials to 
warn off 


mercenaiy 


By Valerie Elliott 

WHITEHALL EDITOR 


ROBIN COOK ordered Fbr- 
eign Office staff to give a for¬ 
mal warning to the arms-to- 
Africa mercenaiy chief. Colo¬ 
nel Tim Spicer, not to be in¬ 
volved in any contract to 
send illegal arms to Kosovo. 

His intervention over the 
firm which claimed the Gov¬ 
ernment had connived in sup¬ 
plying arms to Sierra Leone 
in breach of a UN arms em¬ 
bargo emerged when the 
Commons Foreign Affairs Se¬ 
lect Committee questioned 
Sir John Kerr, permanent sec¬ 
retary at the Foreign Office, 
yesterday. Sir John said that 
"three recent contacts with Col 
Spicer were "specifically with 
ministerial authority” and 
that minutes were taken and 
witnesses present. 

The FO confirmed that Mr 
Cook instructed a director to 
meet Colonel Spicer, director 
of Sandline International, to 
ensure that he understood 
the exact scope of the arms 
embargo to the former Yugo¬ 



Ulster refuses to 


pay PR firm for 
US tour ‘failure’ 


NEC lifts 
ban on 
media 
contacts 


By Jill Sherman 

CHIEF POLITICAL 
CORRESPONDENT 


By Martin Fletcher, chief Ireland correspondent 



Sir John Km- told MPs of three recent contacts with Colonel Tim Spicer of Sandline 


slavia. It was made clear in 
Whitehall last night that Mr 
Cook's fears were heightened 
by intelligence and diplomat¬ 
ic reports that the company 
might be involved in discus¬ 
sions involving, a possible 


breach of the embargo. Sand- the British Government In 
line supplied arms to the de- July Colonel Spicer was sum- 


posed President Kabbah tore- 
store his Government in Sier¬ 
ra Leone. Colonel Spicer has 
always maintained the action 
was done with approval of 


moned to the Foreign Office 
to be warned that he should 
have no business dealings 
with a certain overseas busi¬ 
nessman. 


THE Government has sus¬ 
pended payment to a leading 
public relations agency, claim¬ 
ing it failed adequately to pro¬ 
mote a £2 million, three-week 
tour of America featuring the 
heroes of the Good Friday 
peace accord last month. 

Shandwick's Washington of¬ 
fice won. a contract worth 
roughly £300.000 to promote 
the “Investment Roadshow" 
with David Trimble, Seamus 
Malian and Mo Mowlam in a 
country that has 40 million citi¬ 
zens of Irish descent and treats 
Northern Ireland almost like a 
domestic story. 

It should have been a plum 
assignment, but instead of 
making the headlines few tele¬ 
vision stations and newspa¬ 
pers gave the coast-ro-coast 
tour much publicity. 

While Gerry Adams goes 
from one chat show to another 
on US tours, no such arrange¬ 
ments were made for the main¬ 
stream nationalist and Union¬ 


ist leaders. Sources said that 
Northern Ireland's Industrial 
Development Board was sin¬ 
gularly unimpressed by Shan- 
dwick's operation, and that 
the Central Office of Informa¬ 
tion is now preparing to inves¬ 
tigate. 

Mr Trimble, the First Minis¬ 
ter who was awarded the No¬ 
bel peace prize during the trip, 
and Mr Mall on. Northern Ire¬ 
land’s Deputy First Minister, 
were equally disenchanted. “It 
was a nightmare from a PR 
point of view," one official in 
the party said. 

“It was less than satisfacto¬ 
ry... 1 was aghast," another 
said. 

The roadshow involved up 
to two dozen politicians and of¬ 
ficials touring il cities in a 
chartered plane, ft was de¬ 
signed to attract US invest¬ 
ment to Northern Ireland. Ar 
its New York launch, Gordon 
Brown, the Chancellor, hailed 
it as the “biggest ever initiative 
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to promote Northern Ireland 
as an investment location". 

The problem was noi bad 
coverage, but the lack of cover¬ 
age. Officials said the PR agen¬ 
cy focused on a few elite busi¬ 
ness journalists and selected 
editorial boards to the almost 
total exclusion of the genera] 
media. Mr Trimble and Mr 
Mallon were in great demand, 
but practically no television ap¬ 
pearances or radio interviews 
were arranged for them. Jour¬ 
nalists were barred from their 
presentations ro businessmen. 
There was little or no advance 
publicity. 

“I don't think they realised 
the international impact of the 
story they had on their hands 
or why these guys were there,” 
one source said. 

Both the IDB and the COI 
declined to comment yester¬ 
day. Shandwick said the com¬ 
pany's policy was “not to dis¬ 
cuss the work we do for our cli¬ 
ents with the media". 


LABOUR’S national executive 
last night watered down a con¬ 
troversial code of conduct on 
how members should deal 
with the media. Last week 
Margaret McDonagh. the par¬ 
ty’s general secretary, circulat¬ 
ed a code which insisted that 
NEC members should not 
speak out on a range of issues, 
and should dear any state¬ 
ments with the press office. 

The code, which has now 
been renamed "guidance", 
said that, to avoid exposing in- 
temal divisions, members 
should not take part in head- 
H>head debates with other par¬ 
ty members. 

But several NEC members 
accused the leadership of “con¬ 
trol freakery". Yesterday Liz 
Davies, one of the four new 
left-wing members, voted 
against the guidance. 

A party "spokesman said 
that the changes made dear 
that the paper was not intend¬ 
ed to silence debate and it 
would not be a disdplinaiy of¬ 
fence if members spoke out 


Hague must 
decide if he is 


a family man 


TH E Tories are keen to show rii 
they have a social as well as Tc 
an economic agenda. But they ta; 
seem intellectually tom. They pli 
want the Government to sup- an 
port and encourage the fami- dr 
ly, but oppose the nanny state. 

William Hague's Wilber- so 
force lecture earlier this week tei 
sought to reconcile these post- he 
tions. His attempt to link Con- fa] 
servative principles with the jet 
Christian moral tra¬ 
dition Is a necessary / 

exercise in bridge- 
building with the p f "0 
Church after the ten- mnriPl 1* 
sions of the past two ntuuKimU 

decades. But as Mr 
Hague rightly ar- ^ 

gued, no parly or politician ers 
has “a copyright on Scrip- cai 
tore”. lr is pointless to com- coi 
pete to be holier than thou. gu 
More significantly. Mr ttu 
Hague tried to establish a twi 
moral case for Smiled govern- dot 
meat (and the limits of poti- pu 
tics), for the market economy coi 
and capitalism, for low taxes ow 
and for the family as a crucial tfv< 

factor in a healthy society. He lut 
noted that “when the state exp 
takes over responsibility for ant 
decisions about healthcare, the 
schooling, pensions and other Thi 
welfare provision, a price is staj 
paid in a diminished sense of as ] 
civic obligation and personal A 
responsibility”. Fni 

That begs the question of ai" 
bow to sustain family and whi 
marriage. Both Mr Hague me 
and the Government, in its par 
Green Paper, are at pains to flic) 
avoid appearing moralistic. Jooi 
They are for marriage and be- Tor 

lieve it is best for children, but oft 
do not want to appear to be pri> 
against single parents. of i 

The Government wants to vim 
help famines by a mixture of and 
sensible advice (for instance, moi 
on the role of grandparents) tern 
and intervention by extending N 
the work of health visitors, an 
The pro-family lobby has con- Tor 
centrated on changing taxes low 
and benefits to support mar- a fa 


riage. Mr Hague revived the 
Tory manifesto proposal fora 
tax allowance for married cou¬ 
ples where one is working 
and the other is caring for chil¬ 
dren or an elderly relative. 

Much of the Republican 
soul-searching since the mid¬ 
term elections has been about 
how the party should help the 
family and how far it should 
jettison its social conservative 

t message. Should 
it present its case 
in the softer and 
more appealing 
terms of “big 
tent”/inclusive 
11L J rjVl conservatism tike 
JT lI kT* ! the Bush broth¬ 
ers’ successful governorship 
campaigns? David Frum. the 
conservative commentator, ar¬ 
gued in The New York Times 
that there is a moral choice: be¬ 
tween liberals who believe 
that smoking and waste are 
public matters while sexual 
conduct is an individual's 
own business, and conserva¬ 
tives who worry that liberal so¬ 
lutions to family break-up witi 
expand the role of the state 
and who believe the decline of 
the family should be reversed. 
That implies taking a moral 
stand on what others regard 
as private conduct 
Most Tories share Mr 
Frum’s worries about “liber¬ 
al” solutions: for instance, 
whether Welfare to Work 
measures to encourage lone 
parents to return to work con¬ 
flict with allowing mothers to 
look after young children. But 
Tory leaders have been wary 
of taking a moral stand about 
private behaviour. A majority 
of the public takes a liberal 
view on, say, homosexuals 
and lone parents. Takin g a 
moral stand may mean ex¬ 
tending the role of the state. 

Mr Hague has opened up 
an important debate for the 
Tories. But changing tax al¬ 
lowances does not amount to 
a family policy. 
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‘Human zoo 
owner on trial 
Thailand 


OVERSEAS NEWS 11 


A REPORT in The Times ex¬ 
posing a "human 200 " camp in 

Thailand where 21 children 
long-necked Burmese 
tribe were kept on show 
for tourists forced a Thai gov¬ 
ernment inquiry that led to its 
dosure, a northern Thailand 
court was told yesterday 

The report, published last 
November, was forwarded by 
thee That Embassy in London 
and led to an inquiry by Lada- 
wan Wongsmvong, the Minis¬ 
ter m the Office of the Prime 
Minister, Chuan Leekpai. 

After receiving evidence 
gathered by Andrew Drum¬ 
mond, a correspondent for 
The Times, and Sudarat Seree- 
wat, Secretary-General of the 
Coalition to fight Against 
Child Exploitation. Ms Lada- 
wan went to see the camp’s 
conditions for herself. After 
her visit the Interior Minister 
ordered its dosure. 

In court in Fang, near the 
Burmese border, were Than a 
Nakluang, the camp owner, 
and Rakkiat Sri Siriwilai, the 
manager of the “human zoo" 
in Ban San Thon Du, near 
Thaton. Both deny depriving 
people of their liberty and that 
the detention caused death. 
They face sentences of three to 
20 years in prison. 

Ms Sudarat told the court 
how she travelled with Mr 
Drummond and officials to 
Baan San Thon Du after they 
had heard pleas for help — re¬ 
corded on tape and smuggled 
out through tourists — from 
Padaung families inside. With 
them was an aide to the Karen- 
ni Refugee Committee, Zaw 
Thet himself a Padatmg. 
“When they saw us they 
rushed to the gates.” said Ms 
Sudarat 

From interviews they estab¬ 
lished that one womdh had 
died while in the camp. “I 
spoke to the woman’s hus¬ 
band. who simply said she 
had died of a broken heart” 


Report in Times 
prompted a 
government 
inquiry, writes 

Andrew Chant 

said Ms Sudarat The 
Padaung, who thought they 
were being led to see relatives, 
had been taken in lorries by 
Mr Rakkiat to Fang, where 
they were told to sing, dance, 
weave, and sell dolls and cloth¬ 
ing to tourists. She said that 
the group — 21 children and 12 
adults — "were clearly de¬ 
tained. One women told us she 
was beaten by Rakkiat when 
she tried to walk outside the 
confines of the camp." 

Both Ms Sudarat and Mr 
Drummond returned later 
with permission to interview 


the Padaung about their deten¬ 
tion. Those interviews, said 
Ms Sudarat. were dear state¬ 
ments that the Padaung had 
been tricked out of Burma 
against their will, and were 
detained against their will. 

Ms Sudarat asked Colonel 
Sirtipom, the local deputy 
police chief, why the Padaung 
could not be released into the 
custody of immigration offi¬ 
cers. "He replied that he need¬ 
ed rime to make a report." she 
said. 

Later she saw the local 
police report and "discovered 
they had tried to cover up the 
offences in their district by dis¬ 
torting the evidence. When I 
asked the district admin¬ 
istrator why the Padaung 
could not be freed, he said he 
did not want to have a conflict 
with Thana Nakluang." 

Mr Thana publishes a week¬ 
ly newspaper and owns a kara¬ 
oke bar in a Chiang Mai hotel. 

The case continues. 
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Padttang women from a remote Burmese hill tribe at Nasoi refugee camp in Thailand. Relatives taken captive were used as a tourist attraction 


Cyber-dissident faces 
secret Shanghai trial 


AS THE Chinese Communist 
Party struggles to maintain its 
monopoly of power and 
sources of information, acom- 
puter executive is to be tried in 
secret next week for "mating 
subversion of state power’, 
the Information Centre of Hu¬ 
man Rights and Pro-Democ¬ 
racy Movement reported yes¬ 
terday (James Pringle writes). 

The alleged cybendissident, 
Lin Hai. 30. is accused of sup¬ 


plying "foreign hostile publi¬ 
cations” with 30,000 Chinese 
e-maO addresses so that they 
could receive reports on politi¬ 
cally sensitive topics and criti¬ 
cism of China's Government 
The Shanghai trial is be¬ 
lieved to be the first high-pro¬ 
file prosecution for alleged In¬ 
ternet subversion. The human 
rights group released a letter 
from Mr Lin's wife, Xu Hong, 
calling for an open triaL 
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U S ‘encouraging’ 
Malaysian unrest 

By M.G.G. PlLlAl IN KUALA WMPUR AND DAVID WATTS, ASIA EDITOR 


IN A blistering attack on the United 
States for inciting political dissi¬ 
dents. the Malaysian Government 
said yesterday that Washington 
would shoulder the blame for any 
further street protests. 

Responding to a summit dinner 
speech by Vice-President A1 Gore at 
the Asia-Padfic Economic Co-opera¬ 
tion (Apec) forum, a Foreign Minis¬ 
try statement attacked his “most un¬ 
warranted intrusion" and “incite¬ 
ment ... to lawlessness." Thus the 
Malaysian Government brought an 
already unsuccessful economic sum¬ 
mit to a new low. It has already been 
marred by a lack of agreement on a 
free trade package and its impor¬ 
tance has been reduced by the ab¬ 
sence of President Ginton because 
of the standoff with Iraq. 

fn a dinner speech on Monday 
night, Mr Gore shocked his audi¬ 
ence when he told them: “Among na¬ 
tions suffering economic crisis, we 
continue to hear calls for democracy 
in many languages. 

"We hear them today — right 
here, right now — among the brave 
people of Malaysia," he added, just 
days after Madeleine Albright, the 
US Secretary of State, had met Wan 
Azizah, the wife of the detained 


- former Deputy Prime Minister, An¬ 
war Ibrahim. Dr Azizah has also 
been in contact with visiting delega¬ 
tions from Australia and Canada 
while Mr Anwar himself has 
launched legal action, claiming that 
his removal from office was uncon¬ 
stitutional since it was not approved 
by the United Malays National Or¬ 
ganisation political party, of which 
he is a member. 

Mr Clinton yesterday commend¬ 
ed Mr Gore for his speech. The two 
men spoke by telephone, said a 
White House spokesman, who add¬ 
ed that the President had intended 
to deliver the same speech had he 
travelled to the summiL 

“ft was certainly the speech that 
we were planning to give and it cer¬ 
tainly reflects US policy", he said. 

The Apec summit has been 
marked by anti-government pro¬ 
tests not merely in support of Mr An¬ 
war but also demanding the remov¬ 
al of Daruk Seri Dr Mahathir Moha¬ 
mad, the Prime Minister, whom 
many Malaysians criticise not only 
for His dictatorial methods and cor¬ 
ruption but also blame for damag¬ 
ing relations with foreign countries. 

Mr Anwar is still on tnal on charg¬ 
es of corruption and sodomy but the 
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trial has been, adjourned until after 
the summit 

Abdullah,-. Badawi, the Foreign 
Minister, said: "Malaysia regrets as 
most unwarranted the provocative 
remarks made by US Vice-President 
A1 Gore and the White House. 

"Malaysia finds the incitement try 
the US Government to lawlessness 
by certain elements within the coun¬ 
try to use undemocratic means in or¬ 
der to overthrow constitutionally 
elected elements most abhorrent" 

He said Malaysia “prized its 
peace and racial harmony" and add¬ 
ed that Kuala Lumpur would hold 
the US responsible for “any rupture 
of this harmony arising from this ir¬ 
responsible incitement". 

The Foreign Minister accused 
Washington of serving its own nar¬ 
row interests and declared that its in¬ 
trusion was a “gross interference" in 
the internal affairs of Malaysia and 
also a "brazen violation of the basic 
tenets of relations between sover¬ 
eign states." He said: “Malaysia 
does not take kindly to such sancti¬ 
monious sermonising from any 
quarter, especially the United 
States, a country which is known to 
have committed gross violations of 
human rights.” 
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Two Kurdish men who doused 
themselves with petrol and set 
themsdves ablaze in Moscow yes¬ 
terday to protest against the treat¬ 
ment of Abdullah Deal an. the 
Kurdish Workers' Party (PKJC) 
founder held in Rome. One was 
critically ill (Our Foreign Staff 
writes}. Mr Ocalan has led a 


Fireball protest by Kurds 


14-year struggle against Turkey 
for Kurdish self-rule in which 
about 37.000 have died. He fled 
to Moscow last month after Syr¬ 
ia agreed to expel him from his 
base there. He was captured in 


Rome and Turkey sought his ex¬ 
tradition. Kurds are streaming 
into Rome — 10.000 marched 
there yesterday — and holding 
rallies and hunger strikes across 
Europe to stop the move. More 




than 4.000 protested in Bonn yes¬ 
terday. Massimo D'AJema, the 
Italian prime Minister, said asy¬ 
lum would be granted only if he 
had really renounced terrorism. 

In Yuksekova. southeastern 
Turkey, four people were hurt in 
a suicide attack by a Kurdish 
woman on a police station. 
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If you’re searching for information on 
anything from sport to shopping, the Internet 


opens the door to a world of choice and 


possibility. 


I.S. Robotics 


And you can’t beat a U.5. Robotics 56K* 
modem from 3Com to get you where you 
want to go quickly. As millions of internet 
.users will tell you, it means you spend less 
time waiting for pages to download and 
more time looking at them. 


U.S. Robotics 56K modems from 3Com 


Attack on executive 
wife baffles police 

From Mark Fuller in Amsterdam 


DUTCH authorities were yes¬ 
terday still trying to determine 
a motive for the violent abduc¬ 
tion last week of the estranged 
wife of one of the country's 
leading executive. 

Hansje Boonstra-Raatjes. 
the 62-year-old wife of Cor 
Boonstra. chairman of elec¬ 
tron ics giant Philips, was dis¬ 
covered beside a rood near Rot¬ 
terdam on Friday evening, 
barely conscious, handcuffed 
and ’suffering from hypo¬ 
thermia. She had been badly 
beaten around the head after 
having been abducted in her 
own car from her home in Bel¬ 
gium. Dutch police yesterday 
appealed for witnesses ro come 


forward after conceding that 
they were baffled by the crime. 

They said that Mrs Boon- 
sfra had dearly been targeted 
by one or two “hitmen", but it£- 
was undear whether the perpe¬ 
trators were pursuing a vendet¬ 
ta against Mrs Boonstra or 
other members of her family. 

One theory is that disgrun¬ 
tled employees of Philips may 
have been trying to hit back at 
the strongarm. no-nonsense 
business strategy of the chair¬ 
man* Mr Boonstra. 60. who re¬ 
cently left his wife for the head 
of a female temping group, 
scrapped 6.000 jobs after tak¬ 
ing control of the company 
two years ago. 
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Car insurance premiums can 
be a nasty shock. If ycu'd 
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3Com U.S. Robotics 56K modems ensure you already 


know the 



are not only the best selling modems in 


the UK, but also in the world. 3Com 


makes being faster its business. For more 
information about how you can explore 


your net faster visit www.3com.com or call 


us on 0800 22 52 52. 


; US. Robotics- 


The World’s Best Selling 56K Modems 

gj Easy-to-use and install. 

fff Limited lifetime warranty. 

K7f Complies with V.90 56K standard performance. 

H7T All you need to get online: free Internet Service 
Prorider trials and free software. 
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CGU Direct that's who. Choose to pay 
your home insurance premium in easy 
instalments and you won't pay any 
interest*. That means peace of mind 
without pressure on your pocket. 

CGU Direct 

0800 121 004 

Pleat* quote ref: timet 
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U S spy blamed 
for death of 
Resistance hero 


« $ i 


JEAN MOULIN, the French 
' Resistance hero who died after 
being tortured by the Gestapo 
m 1943. fell into the hands of 
the Germans because of bun¬ 
gled American espionage and 
not through the treachery of a 
fellow Resistance member, ac¬ 
cording to a book published in 
France today. 

Historians have long 
thought that Moulin was be¬ 
trayed by Ren6 Hardy, a Re¬ 
sistance fighter believed to 
have turned traitor. But the au¬ 
thor Jacques Baynac claims 
that the Gestapo intercepted 
the Resistance chief when he 
met an American agent two 
days before he was arrested. 

Charged by de Gaulle with 
unifying the various anti-Nazi 
resistance groups within 
France. Moulin, a former pre¬ 
fect of the Eure-et-Loir region, 
was arrested at a meeting of 
Resistance leaders in the home 
of Dr Frfidtric Dugoujon in 
Caluire, near Lyons, on June 
21.1943. 

Imprisoned and tortured in 
the Montluc fortress by Klaus 
Barbie, the head of the Lyons 
Gestapo, Moulin died on or 
around July 8 as he was being 
transferred to Germany. 

After die war it was as¬ 
sumed that Hardy had gone to 
the meeting with Moulin, hav¬ 
ing arranged for the Gestapo 
to follow him. But in The Se¬ 
crets of the Jean Moulin Af¬ 
fair — Unpublished Archives 


From Ben Macintyre in paris 

of the Resistance, M Baynac 
claims that the Gestapo got on 
to Moulin's trail two days earli¬ 
er when he met Frederic 
Brown, an American agent of 
the Office of Strategic Services 
(OSS), the US secret service. 

Brown, who was parachut¬ 
ed into France to provide help 
to the Resistance, met Moulin 
in Avignon on June 19. But ac¬ 
cording to M Baynac, the Ger¬ 
mans had been informed of 
the meeting in advance by Uli 
M£r& an OSS agent who was 
then under arrest at the 
Gestapo offices in Marseilles. 

‘The Germans knew the 
day, the place and the approxi- 



Moulirr. died after being 
tortured by the Gestapo 


mate time of the Brown-Mou- 
lin meeting.*' writes M Bay¬ 
nac. “They only had to main¬ 
tain discreet surveillance at 
the meeting point to pick up 
Moulin in Avignon and follow 
him to Lyons. Two days later, 
following on Moulin's heels. 
Barbie and his men burst into 
Dr Dugoujon’s house, five 
minutes after he entered." 

The author, who has consult¬ 
ed hitherto secret archives in 
France, Britain, the US, Hun¬ 
gary and Switzerland, reveals 
that Brown was removed from 
his post after the arrest of Mou¬ 
lin and investigated on suspi¬ 
cion of counter-espionage. His 
superior. Arthur Rosebor- 
ough, the OSS head in Algiers, 
v u o had entrusted him with 
the mission, was dismissed. 

Hardy was assumed to be 
the traitor and was tried twice 
after the war. He was acquit¬ 
ted on both occasions, but was 
widely assumed to be guilty. 

“For the sake of the Cold 
War and for 50years, the truth 
has been hidden and Hardy 
has been blamed, while the 
Nazi thug Barbie was protect¬ 
ed by the US. which was un¬ 
willing to see its role in the ar¬ 
rest of Jean Moulin revealed," 
M Baynac writes. 

The most famous French Re¬ 
sistance fighter was therefore 
“a victim less of treachery than 
of circumstances", and an 
American spying mission that 
was uncovered by the Nazis. 
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Mother 
hires 
hitmen 
to kill 
her son 

From Anna Bwndy 

IN MOSCOW 


on takes centre staj 
a man. accused of 1 


headquarters in t 
lg Nestle, to cany 


Pigeons home in on blackmail suspect 


Frankfurt: A man who allegedly blade- 
mailed Nestle, the Swiss food company, 
by poisoning its products, was arrested af¬ 
ter detectives in a helicopter trailed his 
homing pigeons, German police said. 

The blackmailer had planned for the pi¬ 
geons to return to their loft with a pay-off 
in diamonds after he placed cyanide in 
Nestle products and put the poisoned 
goods back on store shelves, police said. 


Alexandra Nehmet. 43. was arrested near 
Frankfurt after allegedly blackmailing 
Nestle and German subsidiaries over the 

past two years. Mr Nehmet has claimed 
he is innocent, but police said they were 
looking for accomplices. 

Police stud Nehmet had asked for 
DM25 milli on (£9 million) of uncut dia¬ 
monds from Thorny, a Nestfe subsi diary. 
after inserting cyanide into 20 mustard 


and mayonnaise tubes and replacing 
them on supermarket shelves. 

The diamonds were to be placed in 
pouches hung from the necks of a dozen 
pigeons that had been left in a car in the 
town of Breidenbach. The birds were re¬ 
leased. but police followed them in heli¬ 
copters. One of the pigeons led them to a 
house in the town of Kronberg and Mr 
Nehmet was later traced and arrested- 


Models tell of being lured to prostitution for rich and famous 

. _— Lin inhwli v>!na 


From Susan Bell 
IN PARIS 

FOUR aspiring young models told a 
packed Paris court yesterday that 
they had been raped and sexually as¬ 
saulted by Jean-Pierre Bourgeois, a 
soft-pom photographer and one of 
die alleged organisers of a high- 
class prostitution ring which pro¬ 
cured giris as young as 15 for film 
stars, politicians, international busi¬ 
nessmen and Arab princes. 

M Bourgeois. 51,.who has been 
charged with aggravated pimping, 


is suspected of luring naive young 
girls into the vice ring by promising 
them modelling contracts in the Ba¬ 
hamas and the South of France. The 
four young women are among a doz¬ 
en who have joined the case as civil 
plaintiffs. 

On the second day of the trial yes¬ 
terday, they described how M Bour¬ 
geois allegedly took obscene photo¬ 
graphs and sexually assaulted them 
before introducing them to wealthy 
clients. One of the young women. 
Nadia Makawy. 22, told the rourt 
that, after meeting M Bourgeois m 


1996. he invited her to his home for a 
modelling session and took sexually 
suggestive pictures. 

She said that she was then taken 
to the luxurious Hotel Meurice 
where she was introduced to several 
men, including a famous American 
actor. Mile Makawy described M 
Bourgeois as “very perverted" and 
said the photographer placed her in 
a situation where she constantly felt 
guDty and afraid. 

French authorities are said to be 
concerned about the possibility of 
the vice ring’s client list, which alleg¬ 


edly includes several valuable Mid¬ 
dle Eastern customers of the French 
arms industry and two senior 
French politicians, being revealed 
during the triaL 

Julia Trapp, a Swede, was 16 

when she was introduced to M Bour¬ 
geois in the summer of 1996 by a 
friend of die family, Jam'ena Tonres- 
dotter, 50. who has since been 
charged with complicity in pimping, 
along with Thomas Axell, 49. 

Speaking in Swedish through an 
interpreter. Ms Trapp described 
how the French photographer lured 


her to a boat moored off St Tropez 
with the promise of lucrative model¬ 
ling contracts. There he introduced 
her to a millionaire and three Arab 
dignitaries. The next day, she was 

put on a plane bade to Sweden by M 

Bourgeois’s Lebanese-bom business 
partner, Nazih al-Ladki. who is also 
on trial for pimping. 

Ms Trapp, who says she has been 
t raum atised since the incident, said: 
"I cannot understand hew people 
from such a high social level could 
do such tilings to children.” 

M Bourgeois denies that he acted 


as a pimp. He admits introducing 
the girls to friends but said he did 
not do so for purposes of prostitu¬ 
tion and that he made no money 
from the introductions. 

His alleged accomplice, the Swed¬ 
ish former model Anika Brumarck. 
50. will not be tried until May as her 
lawyer has been injured in a car 
crash. A sixth person accused of in¬ 
volvement, die businessman Jean- 
Claude Tunon, 71. has a serious 
heart condition and cannot attend 
the trial, whitfo is expected to contin¬ 
ue until a week today. 


ON THE evening of Novem¬ 
ber 11. Konstantin Rebrov, 22. 
became the victim of ye! 
another Moscow contract kill¬ 
ing. Thai in itself would have 
merited little space in the more 
salacious newspapers, but Re¬ 
brov's story contains an ele¬ 
ment so grim that even the 
most crime-weary Muscovite 
has been strude by it-The mur¬ 
der was ordered by Lyubov 
Akulshin. Rebrov's mother. 

Investigating the crime, 
police found the name Atush 
Gubasarian came up over and 
over again. A jobless but 
wealthy 23 -year-old who spent 
lavishly at his local billiards 
dub, he was a member of an 
organised crime group known 
to book contract fillers. On ar¬ 
rest he told police a story they 
found hard to believe. 

Mrs Akulshin. a single 
mother, claimed to have done 
her best with her son. Kostya, 
difficult and always in trouble 
with police and the bane of his 
mother’s, teachers’ and class¬ 
mates’ lives. Segodnya re¬ 
ported yesterday. Both board¬ 
ing school and the Army failed 
to knock him into shape and 
when he finished military serv¬ 
ice he was in no hurry to find a 
job. He persuaded his mother 
to swap her three-room flat for 
two—one single, one with two 
rooms — in the town.centre. 
He then drove her out of the 
larger one, taking it for him¬ 
self. and set about selling the 
smaller one. 

Meanwhile. Mrs Akulshin 
lived with friends. At the end 
of her tether, she invited over a 
niece, Yevgenia Stepanov, for 
a serious chat. Ms Stepanov ar¬ 
rived with her good friend 
Atush Gubasarian. He want¬ 
ed $8,000 (£4.800) for Konstan¬ 
tin's murder — and his mother 
agreed the price. 

Mr Gubasarian hired some¬ 
one called Andrei Panin and a 
friend known as Sasha, and 
the murder was carried out 
last week. As Mikhail Bulgak¬ 
ov wrote in The Master and 
Margarita, and as Russians 
i are fond of saying:/They are 
l not bad people, it is just that 
- the question of apartments has 
ruined them." 
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Tapes voice anguish of Monica 


From Damian Whitworth 

IN WASHINGTON 

EVERYONE knows her face: now 
Monica Lewinsky has finally been 
given a voice. At times whining, at 
others excitedly babbling and often al¬ 
most unintelligible for distressed sob¬ 
bing. the young woman whose affair 
with President Clinton sparked an im¬ 
peachment inquiry was heard public¬ 
ly for the first tune yesterday. 

The release of the notorious ''Moni¬ 
ca tapes" — secret recordings made 
by Linda Tripp of her conversations 
with the former White House trainee 
— vividly highlighted the emotional 
Iwmofl Ms Lewinsky was suffering. 
The soundtrack of her anguish is like- 


Young 
Jews to 
get free 
Israel trip 

By Christopher Walker 

IN JERUSALEM 

IN A COSTLY attempt to 
strengthen ties between Jew¬ 
ish youth and Israel, philan¬ 
thropists yesterday launched a 
$500 million (£184 million) pro¬ 
gramme offering free ten-day 
trips to Israel for every Jew in 
the world aged from 15 to 26. 

Birthright Israel is the brain¬ 
child of the opposition Labour 
politician Yossi Beilin, who 
was dismayed at the weaken¬ 
ing contacts between Jews in 
the Diaspora and Israel. "We 
have lost the feeling of partner¬ 
ship,” he said. 

The first young Jews are due 
to arrive here in 2000. Private 
donors. Jewish charities and 
the Israeli Government have 
agreed to raise die money to 
finance the first five years. 

The scheme is intended to 
combat assinuliation by Jew¬ 
ish communities abroad, 
which some Jews call a new 
Holocaust 

This will at least keep peo¬ 
ple thinking about their 
roots." Mr Benin told The Jeru¬ 
salem Post. “Many of them to¬ 
day do not know what they are 
losing by cutting their contact 
with the Jewish people." 

□ Arafat backing: As the 
Knesset yesterday debated the 
Wye peace deal, the Palestini¬ 
an leader Yassir Arafat de¬ 
fused the latest crisis over its 
implementation by publicly 
disavowing violence. 


ty to add to the pressure on Kenneth 
Starr, the special prosecutor, who is 
due to be grilled tomorrow about the 
way he conducted his inquiry into her 
affair with the President 
The House of Representatives Judi¬ 
ciary Committee, which is holding 
the impeachment inquiry into Mr 
Clinton’s behaviour, made public 37 
tapes containing 22 hours of conversa¬ 
tions covertly recorded by Mrs Tripp. 
They added nothing to the evidence 
given to the inquiry, as the lull tran¬ 
scripts of the conversations about the 
affair and Ms Lewinsky's subsequent 
unhappiness, have already been re¬ 
leased and pored over at length. But 
they show a deep misery that is not 
apparent from simply reading what 


she said. Rum die reams of printed 
transcripts, many of die conversa¬ 
tions appeared to be simply rambling 
telephone conversations between die 
two women about Ms Lewinsky's dis- 
gruntlement at the end of die affair, 
and Mr Clinton's failure to call her or 
help her to find a job. But on the tapes 
there are long sections where she is al¬ 
most unable to talk for weeping. 

On other occasions, when she is 
describing a meeting with the Presi¬ 
dent, or a gift she plans to give him. 
Ms Lewinsky sounds like the preco¬ 
cious teenagers familiar from televi¬ 
sion shows set in Beverly Hills where 
she grew up. When she talks of fall¬ 
ing in love with the President — “1 
never expected to feel that way about 


him”-- she has die fluency of a girl 
who spent much of her youth on psy¬ 
chiatrists* couches. 

Equally compelling is Mrs Tripp’S 
voice. She remains aim and collat¬ 
ed as she nasally intones lists of die 
ways in which Mr Omion has hurt 
Ms Lewinsky. 

The release of the tapes had been 
delayed while technicians painstak¬ 
ingly edited out sections that had 
been cut by the judiciary committee 
because they contained foul language 
or referred to innocent parties. 

A new poll in USA Today yester¬ 
day showed that almost two thirds of 
die American people view Mr Stair's 
handling of the inquiry negatively. 
The White House has been offered 
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The transformation of Hillary Clin¬ 
ton continues (Damian Whitworth 
writes). Looking chic and composed, 
above, America’s First Lady sits in a 
soft light on a White House terrace 
studying papers and looking almost 
presidential Gone is die more famil¬ 
iar furrowed brow, left, the popeyed 
look and toothy grin. 

After emerging from the Monica 
Lewinsky scandal as almost the only 
person with her image enhanced, die 
has been.given iconic status: she is the 
first First Lady to appear on the cover 
of Vogue Mrs Clinton has won wide- 


Fresh image for 
First Lady 

spread praise and booming popu¬ 
larity for her dignified silence on the 
subject of her husband's errant ways. 

In die election she proved the Dem¬ 
ocrats’ most effective campaigner and 
there are rails for her to inn for pub¬ 
lic office herself after Mr Clinton's 
presidency ends. Now the American 
edition of dm style bible has pub- 
Ksbed photographs of her by the celeb- 


half an hour to cross examine him 
and is understood to be considering 
whether to get involved in a scrap or 
leave the grilling to Democrats on the 
committee. 

The Democrats are likely to ask 
Mr Starr about any contacts he had 
with lawyers representing Paula 
Jones before he asked to expand his 
mandate to investigate the Lewinsky 
affair. They want to depict him as 
over-zealous and politically motivat¬ 
ed. It was reported yesterday, howev¬ 
er. that Mr Starr may still be investi¬ 
gating Mr Clinton after he leaves of¬ 
fice because of the new indictments 
he brought against Webster HubbeU. 
an old friend of the Clintons, concern¬ 
ing an alleged property scandal. 
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rity photographer Annie Leibovitz. 
She is depicted as a glamour queen 
unrecognisable as the woman with 
unkempt hair and granny glasses 
who first appeared on the public 
stage. T think she's feeling incredibly 
confident and good about die way she 
looks." said the magazine's editor, 
Anna Wintour. Tf you look at the 
year she's bad, how many- women 
could behave with such stature?" 

Mrs Clinton has bad numerous im¬ 
age revamps with countless hairstyle 
changes but has never achieved the re¬ 
laxed poise of the new photographs. 


WORLD IN BRIEF 


Sudanese rebels 
dash in Nairobi 

£££g5SS55@H& 

G^lSdeT^f the Sudan People’s Uberancm Army, 
attacked bv supporters of Kerubino Bol. a fellow Sudanese 
S^oScoScarang is locked in a bitter feud. Six peo¬ 
ple are understood to have been arres J**L f }he 

Meanwhile, the war between government forj^and Ute 
rebels continues to rage in Sudan, despite a supposed cease¬ 
fire^ toa?eas mosfaffected by famine. TWo patients were 
WUed told Hounded when a hospital m to joutiiern^wn 
of Yei was bombed by government aircraft at the weekend 

Spanish bus deaths 

Madrid: Seven pupils and a lorry driver w^rektodinacolli¬ 
sion between a school bus earning students aged from 12 to 
17 and a truck in the northern Spanish region of Astunas, offi¬ 
cials said. Fifteen other students were hurt in to aradent. 
which happened near the coastal town of Buelna as the bus 
travelled towards LJanes. The seriously injured were trans¬ 
ferred by helicopter to hospital. According to one witness, to 
head-on crash happened in fog. (Reuters) 

Nero theory in flames 

Rome: A wall painting dating from the first century AD that 
was uncovered near the Colosseum is not Rome in the tune of 
Nero, as previously thought, but the French city of Aries, ft 
Messaggem reported (Richard Owen writes). The fresco was 
unearthed in the underground ruins of Nero’s Golden 
House. Scholars were divided over the identity of to city in 
the painting, but Paolo Poeschi, to Mayor of Arles, claimed 
archaeologists had told him they believe! to city was Arles. 

British hostage freed 

Lagos Eighi oil workers, including an unnamed Briton, ab¬ 
ducted last week by militant youths in southern Nigeria, were 
released unharmed and in good spirits, a Texaco official said. 
The hostages — who included three Americans and an Italian 
— were seized near the Niger River delta by armed youths 
from the ethnic Ij'aw community who were demanding a ran¬ 
som. Details of the conditions of the hostages' release were 
not made public. (AP) 

Le Pen appeal fails 

Paris: A French appeals court upheld an assault conviction 
against Jean-Marie Le Pen, 70. banning the National Front 
leader from seeking office in next years European elections 
and throwing his political future into doubt (Ben Madntyre 
writes). The court confirmed his three-month suspended jail 
sentence for assaulting a female political opponent in last 
years legislative elections, but cut his ban on seeking elected 
office from two years to one. He may appeal again. •• 

Jackpot granny 

Los Angeles: A grandmother, 67, who fed slot machines over 
more than 20 years, won $27.6 million (£16.5 million) in Las 
Vegas. The unidentified woman realised her luck only when 
fellow players ran through Palace State Hotel Casino with 
to news. The largest slot machine jackpot yet, it was won at a 
machine linked to 700 others at 33 Nevada locations.The win¬ 
ner — six weeks ago she collected $680,000 playing Wheel of 
Fortune—will not be sharing to cash with her family. (AFP) 
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go somewhere new 


Go flies to Munich from 25 Nov and Venice from 08 Dec. Fly before 11 Feb and 
the standard fare which requires a 2 night minimum stay is guaranteed at £80 " 
return, every seat, every flight, every day. 


We could make your 
mortgage payments smaller. 


go more often 


From 25 Nov there will be five flights to Edinburgh every weekday. 
From 08 Dec our service to Bologna will be doubled. 


go and change your mind 

Flexible fares, which allow change or cancellation, are also available on all flights. 



O 0845 60 54321 


the new low cost airline from british airways book online at www.go-fly.com 
london - edinburgh - rome • milan * bologna • Venice ■ Copenhagen • lisbon * munich 


Move your mortgage to the Halifax and we could save you thousands. And the 
sooner you talk to us, the sooner you could start saving. We offer a wide range 
of mortgages and we'IJ even pay the valuation and legal fees! All you have to 
do is visit your local branch or give us a call on 0800 20 30 49*Ta(kin 
to us won't cost you a penny - and it might save you thousands of poundif 
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OVERSEAS NEWS 15 


UN inspectors set 
for ‘ice-cream war 


JOQgLFWCy/AP 


VS 


, -‘A- 


BACKED fay the threat of US 
and British airs trikes, United 
Nations weapons inspectors re¬ 
turned to Baghdad vesierday 
to begm the most sensitive 
round yet of their eight-year in- 

£Sg?^ **> President 
Sadtum Hussein’s arsenal. 

A first contingent of 86 will 
target the First Battalion of 
Saddams Republican Guard 
suspected of moving key ele¬ 
ments in weapons of mass de¬ 
struction in a cat-and-mouse 
game with the inspectors. Spe¬ 
cialist teams will be arriving 
in the coming days. 

The inspectors are expected 
to demand access to sensitive 
sites, such as secret police 
headquarters, Saddam’s “paJ- 
aces"and the private homes of 
his friends where. Western in¬ 
telligence agencies believe, he 
is hiding deadly stockpiles. 
The team is also to demand 
top-secret documents. 

. Speaking in New York, Rich¬ 
ard Butler, the chief inspector, 
said: “The material we need ex¬ 
ists. It is in the possession of 
the Government of Iraq. They 
can choose to give it to us or 
not. It's their call — and it’s a 
crucial call ” 

Caroline Cross,. a spokes- 


Team will try to thwart movement 
of arms, write James Bone in New 
York and Sam Kiley in Baghdad 


woman for Unscom, the in¬ 
spection agency, said in Bagh¬ 
dad: “We are looking forward 
io a professional and produc¬ 
tive relationship with the Iraqi 
authorities over the next few 
days. Time will tell." 

According fo US press re¬ 
ports. Washington has set an 
unofficial deadline of Decem¬ 
ber 19 for compliance. 

Observers in Baghdad be¬ 
lieve Saddam knows how 
close he came to being 
bombed at the weekend, but 
they fear he will never surren¬ 
der the secrets of his most dev¬ 
astating weapons. They said 
the swift action being expected 
of the inspectors could put 
them on a collision course 
with Baghdad and provoke an¬ 
other crisis. 

Among the first tests of 
Iraq’s readiness to co-operate 
is likely to be a demand that 
Baghdad turn over a logbook 
discovered by inspectors at an 
Iraqi airbase earlier this year. 


Clinton cancelled 
strike with only 18 
minutes to spare 

By Ian Brodie in Washington and Michael Evans 


AMERICAN cruise missiles 
were only IS minutes from 
launch and strike aircraft 15 
minutes from take-off when 
President Clinton called off 
die bombing raids on Iraq 
last Saturday. 

The F14 and F18 aircraft 
could have been recalled to 
die USS Eisenhower if Mr 
Clinton's cancellation order 
had arrived during their flight 
of more than an hour to Bagh¬ 
dad. But die Tomahawk 
cruise missiles could not have 
been turned bads or blown up 
harmlessly once launched, a 
Navy spokeswoman said. 

Covers had been removed 
from .missile pods oh eight 
cnnse-canying warships in 
the Gulf when word went out 
to the fleet that the strikes had 
been suspended. Mots on the 
Eisenhower were already 
climbing into their cockpits. 

Mr Clinton, rejecting the 
recommendations of his top 
advisers, decided to allow 
President Saddam Hussein 
one more chance after receiv¬ 
ing reports that Iraq would 
allow UN weapons inspectors 
to return. 

This brinkmanship is expen¬ 
sive. If die current reinforce¬ 
ments stay in place for a 


month, as expected, the extra 
costs will exceed $600 million 
(£360 minion). These range 
from “imminent danger pay 
for the troops to tolls of $4 mil¬ 
lion for an aircraft carrier and 
its support ships to pass 
through the Suez Canal 

The cost to Britain of con¬ 
tributing to the build-up of 
military forces will run into 
hundreds of thousands of 
pounds. The bill Drill exdude 
the 12 Tornado GRIs and air¬ 
crews already in Kuwait be- 
cause they have been acount- 
ed for as part of the Gulf de¬ 
ployment The RAF has been 
operating combat air patrol 
flights from die Gulf since the 
end of the 1991 Gulf War. 

Saddam's temper tantrums 
since the Gulf War have cost 
American taxpayers about 
$7 billion in rushing reinforce¬ 
ments to the region. That is in 
addition to $50 billion spent 
annually to maintain an al¬ 
ready strong military contin¬ 
gent in the Gulf. 

The cost of patrolling the 
Iraqi no-fly zone, just pub¬ 
lished. is $850 million a year. 
By calling off the week-long at¬ 
tacks last Saturday. Mr Clin¬ 
ton saved $1 billion in mis¬ 
siles and bombs. 
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UN sources say the logbook, 
mentioned by President Clin¬ 
ton at the weekend, shows that 
Iraq used 50 per cent fewer 
chemical munitions during 
the 1980-88 war with Iran than 
previously disclosed, raising 
questions about the size of its 
possible stockpile. 

Mr Butler wrote to Iraq yes¬ 
terday requesting surrender of 
the airbase document, along 
with two years of missing med¬ 
ical records from the Abu 
Ghraib prision. which inspec¬ 
tors say could reveal evidence 
of biological weapons testing 
on inmates in 1994-95. 

The inspectors were also 
hatching plans for no-notice in¬ 
spections at sites that may con¬ 
tain weapons-related docu¬ 
ments and components. Their 
task was complicated, howev¬ 
er, by the three-month hiatus 
in inspections and the welter 
of revelations about their 
plans that accompanied the 
resignation of a top inspector. 


Scott Ritter, in August Among 
the missions under considera¬ 
tion was a return visittoone of 
the eight presidential com¬ 
pounds to which access was re¬ 
stricted under February’s 
agreement between Saddam 
and Kofi Annan, the UN Secre¬ 
tary-General. So far, the in¬ 
spectors have refrained from 
revisiting the sites. 

Another likely target is 
Abed Hamid Mahmoud, 
Saddam’s presidential secre¬ 
tary and an elder in his Tflcriti 
clan, who is suspected of run¬ 
ning the “concealment mecha¬ 
nism” by which Iraq hides its 
remaining weapons. Mr Ritter 
had tried to mount inspections 
of Mr Abed’S personal office in 
January and July. 

UN inspectors suspect Iraq 
has developed a sophisticated 
system of moving weapons-re¬ 
lated material around the 
country in refrigerated “Tip 
Top Ice-Cream” lorries every 
30 days. At one point, they be¬ 
lieved, they were closing in on 
a stash of documents in tun¬ 
nels beneath a presidential 
compound north of Tfkrit but 
were called off by the US. 

Simon Jenkins, page 18 
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Kismet the emotional robot 


Making robots 
appear more like 
babies in need of 
nurture encourages 
human beings to 
interact with them, 
says Anjana Ahuja 

O n the whole robots are lacking 
in the “cute” department They 
may be able to roam distant 
planets and navigate burning 
buildings, but these automatons general¬ 
ly leave us cold. 

That, says Cynthia Breazeal. a research¬ 
er in the Artificial Intelligence Laboratory 
at the Massachusetts Institute ofTechnoto- 
gy, is proving a real problem for people try¬ 
ing to bid Id the most advanced robots in 
the world. “Everyday life is so difficult and 
complicated that you cannot prepare a ro¬ 
bot for every situation it might encounter.” 
she says. The robot's going to have to 
learn. But to get it to learn, you have to put 
it in a benevolent aivironment where a hu¬ 
man being wants to nurture it” 

That is why Kismet was created. The 
robot whose name means good fortune in 
Turkish, is modelled loosely on an infant 
during its first year of life and was created 
by Ms Breazeal and her MIT colleagues 
Brian Scassellati and Ulysses Gilchrist 
“Even though babies don’t have lan¬ 
guage, they communicate very well with 
their care-giver, certainly enough to sat¬ 
isfy their needs," she says. 

Kismet too, has modest communica¬ 
tion abilities but just as a baby quickly be¬ 
comes the centre of attention. Kismet has 
managed to captivate both AI researchers 
and novices. In years to come it could 
even become the new Tamagotchi. Its 
eyes, eyebrows, ears and mouth change 
position according to mood to display ten 
basic expressions: happiness, sadness, in¬ 
terest surprise, calm, anger, fear, disgust 
tiredness and sleep. It judges whether it is 
confronted with a face ora “non-face stim¬ 
ulus”. then responds with one of these ex¬ 
pressions. Each look has its own “drive” 
which must be satisfied. Ms Breazeal, 
who is working towards a PhD, says: “If 
the rotors drives are being met then it is 
in a state of wellbeing and looks interested 
and perky. And if a person appears in 
front of it and behaves in an appropriate 
way, it will look happy. 

“Kismet uses a basic shading partem to 
recognise faces, with dark patches For eyes 
and mouths so it can tell if anyone is in 
front of it If left alone, it begins to look 
sad. When a threshold of, say. five min¬ 
utes passes, the ears start to droop, the eye¬ 
lids start falling and the eyebrows rise. It's 
very intuitive feedback.” 

Waving a non-face stimulus, such as a 
toy. in front of it restores a look of interest 



Kismet the robot bears a passing resemblance to the creatures in the film Gremlins: “A receptionist in our laboratory thinks it’s the cutest thing ever,” says Cynthia Breazeal of MIT 


although waving it too frantically makes 
Kismet look fearful If the person doesn't 
take the hint to back off. the robot will ex¬ 
hibit anger or disgust The “fatigue drive” 
might even set in and send Kismet to sleep 
for a minute. The robot wakes up automat¬ 
ically in a state of calm, with its emotional 
drives reset ready for another encounter. 
But if the person calms down and looks 
away for a few moments, its negative ex¬ 
pressions disappear. The idea is that a per¬ 
son engages Kismet enough to stop it look¬ 
ing sad. but not so much that it is over¬ 
whelmed. If all the emotions are within an 
acceptable range, the robot maintains a 
happy gaze. 

Just as babies rely on their adorable 
looks to attract an adult's interest. Kismet 
is rather endearing. “Babies evoke an 


emotional response, which is critical to 
their survival." says Ms Breazeal. “You 
have to care about the robot and nurture 
it If you couldn't care less about it you’re 
not going to play with it and irs not going 
to learn. That's why I want people to treat 
Kismet like an infant” 

People do show strong reactions to her 
creation, which bears a passing resem¬ 
blance to the creatures in the film Grem¬ 
lins. “A receptionist in the laboratory 
thinks it’s the cutest thing ever. She gets a 
real kick from seeing it change expres¬ 
sion,” says Ms Breazeal “In fact, women 
seem more attuned to it than men.” 

The technological advances made dur¬ 
ing the manufacture of Kismet will be sub¬ 
sumed into the Cog project, an ambitious 
MIT program to make the world's most in¬ 


telligent artificial being. But there is one 
sticking point — although Kismet can 
respond like an infant, it cannot learn. 
That enormous task will be absorbed into 
die development of Kismet II. under way 
at the moment 

Other improvements are planned for 
the new version, such as a mouth whose 
curvature changes with mood (at the 
moment it can only open and dose) so that 
it can smile properly, its neck will be 
more mobile, enabling it io look around 
its environment rather than just staring 
ahead. Skin and fur will be added over the 
frame of the face — this aims to evoke a 
more powerful emotional response. “We 
want to make it look like a furry, cute, fan¬ 
ciful creature,” Ms Breazeal says. “We 
dedded not to make it look like a human 


baby because people have a very' negative 
reaction if even the slightest feature is not 
quite right. And you have to get people to 
respond toh in the right way." its interpre¬ 
tation of a face as a crude pattern of dark 
and light shades is also rather primitive 
— it cannot tell the difference between a 
•human face and that of a soft toy. 

The researchers are considering install¬ 
ing “sound files" — computerised sounds 
such as giggles, cries and burbles thar 
could be railed up to accompany certain 
expressions. They would also like to en¬ 
dow their creature with the rudiments of 
hearing — not to understand language 
but to give it the ability to gauge mood 
from the sound of a voice. 

Kismer has intrigued the artificial intel¬ 
ligence comm unitv because it incorpo¬ 


rates so much technology in its human 
head-sized frame. “Most people Just cover 
one area, such as vision, auditory systems 
or motor control, but Kismet has them all. 
In that sense it’s unusual” Ms Breazeal 
says. “People get very exdted about it be¬ 
cause it's kind of way out 
“But the real test is yet to come. We have 
this grand vision to create a robotic crea¬ 
ture that people can feel they are truly in¬ 
teracting with, so we really need to work 
on the learning bit But if we can achieve 
that it will be truly groundbreaking 
However, Ms Breazeal does not believe 
that Kismet's charms should be confined 
to the .laboratory. With its floppy ears, 
enormous eyes and sweet expressions, it 
could be taken up by the entertainment 
and toy industries. Parents, take note. 
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New drugs bring flu relief 


not seem likely 
that viral resist¬ 
ance will be an im¬ 
mediate problem. 

Patients who 
tookzanamivir suf¬ 
fered fewer symp¬ 
toms and were 
bad; to normal ac¬ 
tivities up to two 
days sooner, ac¬ 
cording to the 
latest study, co-or¬ 
dinated by Dr 
Douglas Fleming 
of the Birmingham 
Research Unit of 
the Royal College 
of General Practi¬ 
tioners. A total of 277 
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patients 


“This trial con¬ 
firmed that zana- 
mivir provided 
important health 
benefits," says 
Dr Fleming. 
“We observed a 
significant reduc¬ 
tion in the severi¬ 
ty of symptoms 
reported by all 
patients, so zan- 
amivir not only 
reduced the dura¬ 
tion of the illness 
but made it less 
debilitating. 

Roche's drug, 
taken orally, is 


FLU HAS always been one of 
those illnesses from which it 
takes a week to recover if you 
are treated — and seven days 
if you are not. At last, a new 
range of drugs seems set to 
change this. The neuramini¬ 
dase inhibitors (Nl) are not a 
cure for Bu but encouraging re¬ 
sults in trials suggest that they 
can reduce the misery. 

Last week die latest data on 
zanamivir, Glaxo Wellcome’s 
Nl, was presented in Denver, 
Colorado. When added to earli¬ 
er results for this drug and for 
an Nl called GS4104, pro¬ 
duced by Roche, an encoura¬ 
ging picture is taking shape. 
Unlike the existing fhi drugs 
amantidine and rim antidine, 
the Nls are equally effective at 
treating all types of flu, have 
preventive value if given at the 
stan of an epidemic, and have 
few side-effects. And it does 


with flu were given either the 
drug—which is administered 
by inhaler — or a placebo. 
Those given the drug recov¬ 
ered sooner, felt less ill and suf¬ 
fered fewer complications. 


running slightly behind zan¬ 
amivir, but also seems to be do¬ 
ing well in trials. The compa¬ 
ny reported that it reduced the 
severity of flu symptoms by 25 
to 40 per cent, cut the duration 
of the illness by 30 per cent. 


and reduced complications 
such as bronchitis and sinusi¬ 
tis fay SO per cent. A third Nl, 
produced by BioCrysl in Bir¬ 
mingham, Alabama, is yet to 
undergo trials. 

The Nls are the product of 
rational drug design. They act 
by blocking the action of neu¬ 
raminidase, an enzyme on 
which the virus relies to infect 
new cells. Zanamivir was de¬ 
veloped in Australia and li¬ 
censed to Glaxo Wellcome by 
Biota Holdings, a Melbourne 
company. The drug slots into a 
deft in the three-dimensional 
surface of the enzyme—the en¬ 
zyme's “active site" — then 
stops it working. 

The market for flu treat¬ 
ments, Nature Biotechnology 
estimates, is $700 million a 
year (£409 million), but could 
climb to several billion if the 
Nls realise their promise. 


Crisp future 
for lettuce 

SCIENTISTS 
at die Universi¬ 
ty of Notting¬ 
ham have 
found a way of 
delaying the 
droop of lettuce leaves, a find¬ 
ing which could have consid¬ 
erable benefits both for let¬ 
tuce-growers and for those of 
us who like a crisp salad. 

Lettuce that lasts longer in 
the fridge might even recon¬ 
cile reluctant consumers to 
genetically modified food. 

Dr Ian Curtis and his col¬ 
leagues used a method he has 
developed which can intro¬ 
duce gene modifications into 
many different types of let¬ 
tuce. The genes are attached 
to an especially virulent form 
of the plant bacterium Agro- 
bacterium tumefadens, which 
is then used to infect the 


plants. The beauty of the meth¬ 
od is that it works with a wide 
variety of lettuce cultivars. 

Dr Curtis has already used 
it to create lettuce with a more 
vigorous root system which 
may be more drought-toler¬ 
ant and lettuce,with lower lev¬ 
els of nitrate in their leaves. 

The ever-crisp variety was 
created by introducing a gene 
called T-cyt, which is responsi¬ 
ble for making an enzyme 
that in turn is involved in the 
synthesis of tytokinin, a hor¬ 
mone responsible for growth 
and development. 

The result was lettuce with 
higher levels of cytokinin, 
which is known to delay the 
natural process of senescence 
and decay by protecting cell 
membranes. 

The lettuce stays crisper for 
longer, which could potential¬ 
ly save much money for grow¬ 
ers who at present have to 
store lettuce at low tempera¬ 
tures or in controlled atmos¬ 
pheres to ensure that it stays 
crisp. 



Spot the moose with loose habits 


TWO biologists 
from the Unwer- 
sity of Nevada 
have risked ridi¬ 
cule by dressing 
up as a moose. 
Dr Joel Berger dons the front 
end of a moose suit, his wife, 
Carol Cunningham, takes the 
rear. Thus attired, they move 
among the moose herds of 


Wyoming and Alaska, throw¬ 
ing balls of bear dung or snow¬ 
balls soaked with wolf urine 
towards the moose. "This is 
high-tech science," Dr Berger 
told The New York Times. 

The idea was to see if the ab¬ 
sence of bear and wolves—tra¬ 
ditional enemies of the moose 
—had altered their behaviour. 
They compared moose in Alas¬ 


ka, where bears and wives 
still flourish, with those in Wy¬ 
oming, whence the predators 
have long since vanished. As 
expected, the Alaskan moose 
immediately became alert 
and the hair rose on the back 
of their necks when they scent¬ 
ed the missiles flung by the in¬ 
trepid pair. The Wyoming 
moose remained indifferent 
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Great maternity tour but where are the babies? 


Monday: It is 52Qpm and we 

arestandinginthefoyerofst 

Ujej-Rooseveu ho^i*l 01 ! 
loth Avenue and 59th $&wt 
under a white metal gazebo 
ned to the gift shop, which 

«rf S n 3 L I !? pressive Section 
of foil balloons and “Beanie 
Baines- A troop of delivery 
bpys bumes in and out bear- 

mg increasingly exotic bas- 
kets laden with a variety of 
B ? me Idles, stargazers and 
p meap p, es. And behind us 
what looks like a crematori¬ 
um wall turns out, on closer 
ranmnation. to be celebra¬ 
tory stone panels carrying the 
P™* of benefactors, includ¬ 
es Tune Warner. Ernst & 
.*“008 and Vogue magazine. 
"Wt are proud to brew Star- 
ouass coffee and serve Krispy 
wyme donuts,” says an 
advertisement for Cafe Roo¬ 
sevelt, on the first floor. 

There are 60 of us altogeth¬ 
er. 30 pregnant women (all 
first-timers) with bellies at 
varying stages of distension, 
and our strange collection of 
partners, waiting uneasily for 
a guide to whisk us off on die 
Maternity Tour — a compul¬ 
sory trip for all those plan¬ 
ning to give birth here. Sever¬ 
al of the men are dearly reluc¬ 
tant participants, still in their 


corporate suits, impatiently 
suckling water from sports- 
top bottles. A knot of lesbian 
couples determinedly hold 
hands. 

At 5:30pm our guide directs 
us to a lecture room, passing 
round leaflets advertising the 
hospital's birthing centre, 
"Your beautifully decorated 
room will have hanlwood 
floors, a full-sized bed. a rock¬ 
ing chair and a bassinet. To 
ease labour, you may take 
advantage of a new hydro¬ 
therapy tub.” Accompanying 
this text is an artist's sketch 
reminiscent of a honeymoon 
suite at the Holiday Inn. 

With their guaranteed fast 
turnover, maternity wards 
are hugely profitable for 
American hospitals and, after 
a swanky refit. St Luke's-Roo- 
sevelt is top of the New York 
league. 

“HI I'm Penny.” says our 
guide, as we all sit down. 
“I'm a trained nurse and I'm 
now working in corporate 
America!” 

“Hi Penny.” several in our 
group chorus back on this the 
first stop of Theme Park 
Maternity. 

“We’ve got a lot to offer,” 
Penny goes on. smoothing 
the lapels on her ultra- 


Is styling 
William 
Hague a 
mission 
impossible? 


The Toiy leader has called in an 
image consultant. Can anything 
be done, asks Grace Bradberry 


I n the run-up to the last 
election, the Tories com¬ 
plained bitterly that La¬ 
bour had stolen their 
clothes. They meant this meta¬ 
phorically and were talking of 
matters of substance, not style. 

William Hague has now 
had to strip off that metaphor, 
calling in toe dapper John Mor¬ 
gan. an associate editor of GQ 
magazine and columnist of 
this newspaper, to give him a 
belated makeover. 

His decision is sadly like 
that of a general who decides 
to change tactic only when out¬ 
flanked on all sides. While 
Hague was ambling along in 
his double-breasted suits and 
peculiar sports jackets, both 
the Labour leadership and his 
rival Michael Portillo were 
stocking their wardrobes with 
the best political gear. There 
may not be much left for poor 
William, who could end up the 
boy in dass who copies every¬ 
one else. . 

In fairness, it is not his fault 


that Labour has stolen a 
march. The horse had bolted 
by the time he went looking for 
toe reins. 

As long ago as 1990, Nefl 
Kinnock‘5 front-bench team 
wore City suits at the Black¬ 
pool conference. Since then. La¬ 
bour has discovered the New 
Wave British tailors, acquiring 
for its own toe look that now de¬ 
fines the country’s prosperous 
middle youth. Tony Blair went 
to Paul Smith before his last 
Washington trip, and also fre¬ 
quents Malcolm Levine, a tai¬ 
lor who dresses film stars. 

At the suggestion of Dylan 
Jones, another style journalist 
Gordon Brown patronised 
Timothy Everest toe East End 
tailor, for his first Budget day 
suit When Blair asked where 
it was from Brown allegedly re¬ 
fused to tell him. ftter Man- 
delson has sewn up Richard 
James and Ozwald Boateng. 

But the remaking of Portillo 
must have been toe greatest 
blow. While Hague was con- 


r«- 


Jo 



es 


tailored green suit "Whatev¬ 
er your needs, we can meet 
them. We've got high-tech 
stuff just like in a movie, and 
if you prefer less of a medical 
ambience, we've got that too. 

“Ill be showing you every¬ 
thing,” she says with a smile. 
Her gold chain and matching 
earrings wink in the neon. 
"Including the birthing 


centre, which looks like a Ver¬ 
mont B&B. somewhere you'd 
go for the weekend to get 
away from it alL” 

While I am intrigued by 
the idea of giving birth in a 
"Vermont B&B”. there ap¬ 
pear to be two distinct disad¬ 
vantages to the latest fad in 
birthing centres. The first 
and rather serious one is that 


there is no access to pain 
relief. The second is that you 
are expected to go home a 
mere six houis after giving 
birth — although this is sup¬ 
posedly mitigated by toe 
enticement of a single home 
visit from a noise the follow¬ 
ing day. 

“Any questions?” Penny 
inquires. 

“Yes, how long does toe 
nurse's visit last?” asks an 
anxious-looking woman with 
cropped black hair, 

“I'm not sure.” answers 
Penny. 

"About an hour.” calls out 
someone else. “I checked al¬ 
ready” 

“One hour, is that all?” ex¬ 
claims the woman, looking 
even more anxious. 

Penny, her face of corpo¬ 
rate America unfitted, moves 
smoothly on to discuss toe 
nursery facilities. 

"Hey,” interrupts a man, 
his wife nudging him encour¬ 
agingly. “Can births be video¬ 
taped?” 

Thai’s between you and 
your doctor” says Penny 
with a grimace. “Normally 
they’re not so keen. But photo¬ 
graphs at any point during 
labour are fine.” 

“Malpractice,” whispers 


ray neighbour. "If you've goc 
it afl on tape, ifs much easier 
Jo toil than in court” 

"So what's toe nurse-to- 
patient ratio?” asks an aggres¬ 
sive voice from toe bade. 

"Good question.'' says Pen¬ 
ny brightly. Til fry to get 
back to you on that” 

As we progress down the 
turquoise corridors, the 
group has taken on toe char¬ 
acter of an unruly school trip. 
There are the Swots, who ply 
Penny with eager questions, 
toe Bored, who stand at toe 
bade and talk, the Trouble¬ 
makers, who tamper with 
medical equipment, the 
Show-Offs and the Worriers. 

"When are you actually ad¬ 
mitted?” demands a worrier. 
“We had a friend who ar¬ 
rived too early and had to 
sleep with her head on an air- 
conditionert” 

“Well, by the time you’re 
admitted. youH be in strong 
labour.” explains Penny calm¬ 
ly. 

"But can you give me a spe¬ 
cific time?” persists the worri¬ 
er. 

"You’ll learn about that in 
classes,” says Penny, speed¬ 
ing along toe corridor. Be¬ 
hind her we peer into rooms, 
gawping at the mothers 
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ducting an ill-judged flirtation 
with baseball caps, Portillo 
was selecting casual check 
shirts and beige slacks. Earlier 
this year, he told about 50 men 
In suits at toe Institute of Eco¬ 
nomic Affairs how refreshing 
it would be to see "people wear¬ 
ing open-neck shirts, perhaps 
with an Armani jacket”. 

And having flattened his 
hair as a gesture of humility, 
he nonetheless lured Hague 
up a mountain, knowing full 
well that toe wind would high¬ 
light Hague's trichological defi¬ 
ciencies. The contrast between 
ftirriUo's waxed jacket and 
Hague’s anorak completed toe 
assasinanon. As Alan Clark 
said, Hague looked as if he’d 
just had chemotherapy. 


So it is fair to say that not 
since 1972, when Sir William 
Price, the Labour MP for Rug¬ 
by, addressed toe House in his 
overcoat because his trouser 
zip had broken, has a politi¬ 
cian faced sudi a wardrobe cri¬ 
sis. Even Michael Foot's black 
donkey jacket does not seem 
quite so bad in retrospect 

Morgan has an unenviable 
task. He dresses in Savfle Row 
suits and silk ties, and lives in 
secluded gentility off Picca¬ 
dilly. Bur he must prepare 
Hague for an altogether rough¬ 
er world in which his oppo¬ 
nents are prepared to resort to 
celebrity hairdressers. 

Morgan is staying shtoom 
about Ms plans, but Mark Pow¬ 
ell, the funky Soho tailor, says: 


“1 knew John Morgan works 
with Timothy Everest, so hell 
probably go there.” There 
would be a certain-poignancy 
to this: Everest dressed Tom 
Cruise in Mission: Impossible. 

Hague must wish he could 
turn lack the clock. Trevor 
Royla an historian and some¬ 
time political commentator, 
notes*. “William Pitt was an ug¬ 
ly little chap with a high- 
pitched voice. He performed 
well in Parliament at a time 
when a parliamentarian was 
seen only by other parliamen¬ 
tarians. We can't disinveni the 
apparatus of current politics. 

Double-breasted suits and 
big collars were the young To¬ 
ries’ badge of office when Ma¬ 
jor was in power, but now that 


propped up In their beds as 
though we are on an outing 
to a medical zoo. Oddly, we 
never see a baby. 

"Now this is a post-partum 
room.” she cries above our 
hubbub as we crowd into a 
pleasant room with Laura 
Ashleystyle decor and a 
large television bearing the 
sign To rent this colour TV 
please call ext 689J” 

“How much is the TV?” de¬ 
mands a troublemaker, the 
same one keen on videotap¬ 
ing the birth. 

“Five dollars a day, and it 
must be in cash," says Penny, 
raising her voice to make 
sure we can all hear. “You 
should definitely keep some 
cash in your pocket.” 

“Check out this view, 
man,” says one of toe show- 
offs, a Wall Street type in a 
dark suit, clambering on to 
the bed and propping himself 
up on one elbow to stare 
downtown. It is a magnifi¬ 
cent vista, taking in midtown, 
a glimpse of a glittering Hud¬ 
son River, and beyond to the 
twin towers of the World 
Trade Centre. “Prime real es¬ 
tate or what?” he remarks as 
his wife tugs him off Too 
bad it’s wasted on a hospital.” 

Outside, the horses that 


Labour has had its change of 
image, he looks like an old 
man.” 

Peter York, the image consul¬ 
tant famous for The Sloone 
Rangers’ Handbook . wonders 
if Hhgue isn’t simply beyond 
rescue: “He has not related to 
his own generation at aD; it is a 
bit late now.” 

Whatever outward impres¬ 
sion he gives, Hague must, be¬ 
hind the scenes, try hard in¬ 
deed. says Mary Spillane, toe 
managing director of Colour 
Me BaiutifuL an image consul¬ 
tancy. 

“How televisual a politician 
is can make or break his/her 
political career” It almost 
makes rate yearn for Harold 
Wflson and his Gannex mac. 


pull tourist carriages round 
Central Park are dopping 
bade to their stables for the 
night 

“In a real emergency we 
can deliver a baby in three 
minutes,” Penny explains, 
demonstrating how to place 
an infant in a tray that turns 
out to be a baby-warmer. 
“Kinda reminds me of hear¬ 
ing french fries at Burger 
King.” giggles a woman to 
her female partner, hoisting 
up her leggings. 

Our last stop of toe tour is 
the famous birthing centre; 
which would indeed look at 
home in a select guide to Ver¬ 
mont country inns. Penny 
presses on a latge gift-framed 
painting above the bed and it 
slides. James Bond-style, to re¬ 
veal a hidden cupboard con¬ 
taining oxygen outlets and 
various medical apparatus. 
Suddenly, as we squeeze back 
into the corridor, we hear a 
baby's cry. and a nurse walks 
by with a tiny bundle. Sbe 
pulls the blanket up so we can 
see its furious red face, and 
for the first and only time our 
entire unruly group — the 
Swots, tiie Troublemakers, 
the Worriers, the Show-Offs 
and the Bored—are united as 
rapt parents-in-waiting. 


IMAGE consultants agree that William Hague should stop 
frying so hard and choose a wardrobe that makes him look 
comfortable and credible. 

Mary Spillane says that Mr Hague should stick to 
double-breasted suits — toe look of John Major’s Tory party 
— to make him appear bigger. The problem is that if he 
wears single-breasted, he looks like a beanpole,” she says. 
"With his light colouring, it means he can appear wimpish.” 
She adds that Mr Hague should wear only light, blue-grey or 
charcoal suits, coloured shirts and warm, golden ties to 
brighten his fair complexion. His shirt collars should be 
cutaway to make his neck look wider. “In winter, he should 
be seen with a camel coat over his shoulder to create more 
bulk,” she concludes. 

Susie Faux, the managing director of Wardrobe Consultancy, 
says that Mr Hague should avoid bespoke suits as too 
conservative and British. Sbe suggests an off-toe-peg 
Ermenegfldo Zegna suit, either double-breasted or 
high-buttoned and single-breasted, to make him appear more 
modern and European. 

“Zegna has beautiful fabrics and modern styling, so he will 
not look as though he is trying too hard,” says Ms Faux. But 
she adds that Mr Hague should discover his own look rather 
than taking advice. “He should look as if his appearance is 
effortless, toe way Tony-Blair does now.” 

Peter York reckons that Mr Hague's aim should be to look 
neither old-fashioned nor high fashion. “He should look like a 
decent powerbroker in his early forties, but nothing more 
specific.” 

Mr York says that Mr Hague should avoid 1980s-style 
pinstripes and double-breasted suits. He suggests a visit to a 
Savile Row tailor for some dark, single-breasted suits and 
bold ties. 

JODY SCOTT 
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Getting 
tough on the 
mean streets 

Bronwen Maddox on cleaning 
up the US murder capital 


T he police officer clicked 
an icon on the screen of 
his laptop, and one wail 
of the darkened room became 
an intricate stained glass win¬ 
dow. illuminated with a map 
of the past month's crime on 
the streets of New Orleans. In 
the French Quarter, with its 
narrow, balconied streets, in¬ 
sistent saxophone players, and 
throngs of conference dele¬ 
gates wearing their lapel badg¬ 
es. there is only a smattering 
of multicoloured dots. Burgla¬ 
ry of a few antique shops, a 
few handbag snatchings, a 
couple of drug possessions. 

But north and south along 
the curve of the Mississippi 
River, into the ports and the- 
housing projects, the coloured 
symbols for two dozen sorts of 
crime obliterate the street 
pattern. Red squares for a 
homicide, triangles for rapes 
and child abuse, little red guns 
for a shooting, and fistfuls of 
purple and yellow dots for 
narcotics offences. 

By New Orleans’ standards, 
this counts as progress. It is 
proud that it is no longer the 
murder capital of America, a 
transformation dubbed “Revo¬ 
lution" on the front page of the 
Times-Picayune. 

But the lessons are 
clear, things didn't 'Thp t 

need to get that 1 uc 

bad, and the cure hplr 

the dty has now 
chosen should give 
more than a brief CdM 

pause for thought. 

The dry’s scrag- Gil 

gle back towards . 

dviiisation is tike a IcpUl 

Hollywood film. r 

Four years ago. lOr £ 

New Orleans was 
in crisis. Conven¬ 
tions were cancelling their 
bookings while the ports, the 
city's only other artery of cash, 
poured illegal drugs worth 
millions of dollars into the 
United Stales, Any young 
person wanting a job went to 
Houston; those who stayed, 
shot each other. The police 
held effortlessly on to their 
reputation as one of the most 
corrupt forces in the country. 

Enter the hero of the tale: 
the new police chief. Richard 
Pennington, coaxed by the 
Mayor away from Washing¬ 
ton DC. the city’s rival in the 
homicide tables. A tall, grave, 
black man with glasses, he 
can still muster outraged incre¬ 
dulity at the state in which he 
found the department 
Their bellies were so big 
they couldn't see their shoes,” 
he says. Few wore uniforms — 
it cramped their style to be 
identified as police officers — 
and they cruised around in 
black, unmarked cars “so they 
could sneak up on people”, he 
says. One officer, on a $20,000 
salary, had an annua! income 
of about $1 million from film 
companies working in the dty. 
he would give them police 
cars, uniforms, petrol, even 
officers to escort them, and 
would then pocket the cheque. 

Enter the scene at the same 
time the man whom Holly¬ 
wood would make Penning¬ 
ton's alter ego: John Casbon. a 
tall, white, handsome leader of 
the local business community. 
Realising that local people 
would never agree to funnel 
more tax money into police 
officers' pockets, he raised 
between $2 million and $3 
million hum local firms to 
dean out the stables. 


The police 
held on 
easily to 
their 

reputation 
for graft 


In three years. Pennington 
has arrested 70 of his officers, 
induding an eight-member 
drug gang; two officers are on 
death row. He has dismissed 
80. and eased out 150 more, 
while boosting the total force 
to 1,600 from 1,200. Officers 
now tuck dean shirts into trim 
belts and drive around in 
white cars with “Police” on the 
side. A first-year policeman is 
now paid $30,000. or $50,000 
with overtime, compared with 
$17,000 before. 

In a drive to get the worst 
villains off the streets quickly, 
Pennington brought charges 
of gun or drug possession 
under federal law, rather than 
murder charges under state 
law. The lesser charges, which 
carry a mandatory five-year 
sentence, are easier to prose¬ 
cute as they do not rely on 
third-party witnesses, who can 
be threatened or killed. The 
courts also upheld a strict 
curfew on those under 17: 
home by 8pm in term-time. 
9pm during holidays. 

Crime figures, in all catego¬ 
ries, immediately plummeted. 
At the most extreme, deaths in 
the housing estates fell by 80 
per oeru in the first yean 
residents no longer 
: sleep on the floor at 

ini i night for fear of the 

JUiiUC random gunfire 

[ from dealers test- 

L ing their Uzis and 

x AK47s by shooting 

y tU in the air. 

• No one would 

■'ll begrudge New Or- 

__leans its new sere- 

anon nity, but the jails 

j. are stuffed full and 

Tail the children are un- 

der curfew. These 
~ emergency meas¬ 

ures cannot last for ever. 

Nor will the cash from the 
business community — and 
nor should it For all the value 
of that jump-start, the dty has 
dealt too lightly with the 
conflict of interest that comes 
from palming a central respon¬ 
sibility of government on to 
the shoulders of business. 
Pennington shrugs off such 
questions: “We police every¬ 
one equally,” he says. But you 
don't need to have read many 
John Grisham thrillers to 
sketch the second half of a 
possible movie, where a busi¬ 
nessman bankrolling the po¬ 
lice is caught in a tax fiddle, or 
found with drugs late at nighL 


A bove all. New Orleans 
is a lesson in how bad 
things can get when 
you devolve too much power, 
and too much of the burden of 
raising money, to the local 
level. Its entrenched problems 
— a third of its half-million 
people are below the poverty 
line — are largely seen as 
issues for the dty to solve, not 
the state of Louisiana. 

This is, of course, an exotic 
tale of the American heart of 
darkness, springing partly out 
of the country's unique prob¬ 
lems of racial relations and 
violence. But it is also a simple 
tale of government gone 
wrong, and of the clumsy 
substitutes that may be in¬ 
voked to fill that vacuum. 
Those who sign up eagerly to 
those current fashions for 
devolution or for public-pri¬ 
vate partnerships should at 
least allow their minds to run 
through all the possible plots 
of die screenplay, induding 
the darker endings. 



Alan Coren 


* wow! Just what arc weom, man?" 


Apocalypse later 


B ritish polity towards Presi¬ 
dent Saddam Hussein now 
passes ail comprehension. 
On Saturday night, the An¬ 
glo-American alliance more than 
blinked. It crawled back into its hole 
with its tail between its legs, its 
Tomahawks limp in its jaw. After a 
half-hearted invitation from Saddam 
to play yet another round in die 
eight-year-old game of spot-tbe-wea- 
pon, the “fearsome armada” was 
again stood down. Inspect Saddam's 
weapons? Off and on. Destroy them? 
We cant. Bomb him into submission? 
We tried three times. Topple Sad¬ 
dam? We have been trying since 1991 
and it does not work. The whole thing 
is mad 

l have rarely sympathised with the 
US Searary of State. Madeleine 
Albright, or with the US Defence 
Secretory and his Joint Chiefs of Staff. 
But their reported fury at bang 
forced by Bill Clinton to capitulate to 
Saddam’s latest bluff was understand¬ 
able. What is the point of blood¬ 
curdling threats against a man who 
has broken his word at least six times, 
only to let him do so again? If Britain 
and America wanted to send the 
famous “bombing message", last 
Sunday was the day. Western person¬ 
nel had been withdrawn. The famous 
250 targets had been selected with 
proverbial “pinpoint accuracy’. The 
Pentagon estimated that only 10,000 
Iraqi civilians were likely to be killed 
(a number that is presumably accepta¬ 
ble to Labour MPs). Sunday was as 
good a day as any for a turkey shoot 
by the Rambos of Washington and 
Downing Street. 

But no. Saddam sends one of his 
cheeky, you-canrcome-back-if-you-- 
promise-to-be-good letters, and Apoc¬ 
alypse Now becomes Apocalypse, er, 
some other time. In a remarkable 
gesture of conciliation, Mr Clinton 
even pledged $97 million to Iraqi 
opposition groups to “topple Sadd¬ 
am”. Such support is invariably the 
kiss of death to such groups. Small 
wonder there was dancing in the 
streets of Ba gh da d. On Sunday I 
detected that Robin Cook, the Foreign 
Secretary, was tentative (on CNN) 
about the toppling policy, which is a 
violation of the same UN Charter that 
he is fighting to uphold. By Monday 
Mr Cook's scruples had been whip¬ 
ped into line. He and his leader are 
now signed up to a Middle East “Bay 
of Pigs" enterprise. Vet Saddam is as 
secure as ever. His people are as 
impoverished as ever. His weapons 


The West is an unbalanced alliance. 
It cares too little about Iraq to fight 


are as intact or non-existent as ever. 
Millions of pounds have been wasted. 

There have always been only two 
coherent policies towards Saddam. 
One is to send armoured columns 
racing to Baghdad supported by air 
cover, to eliminate the Republican 
Guard, neutralise Iraqi command 
and control, flush out Saddam, kill 
him and install a Western puppet. It 
is risky, and might well court chaos in 
the region. But it is what “toppling" 
means. Brave, self-confident imperial¬ 
ists did this in the 19th century. 
Threats of aerial bombardment are 
not versions of this option: they 
merely draw attention to its rejection. 

The other coherent option is to end 
the inspection minuet lift economic 

sanctions, flood the _ 

country with money, __ m 
bankers, journalists f ’ 

and consultants and \ 

see what happens l* ffl 

next I would guess 
that the regime | 

would be toppled or I /)/]/] 

improved in months. § %/ f l/g 
No modem nation is § 

made to “see sense". - — - 

as Tony Blair puts it 
by bang bombed and impoverished 
into the Middle Ages. Regimes are 
destabilised by contact not ostracism. 
The test is easy. Which governments 
are more secure: the sanctioned 
Libya, Cuba, Iran and Iraq, or the 
“open-door" Malaysia, Korea and 
Indonesia? British diplomacy has yet 
to learn joined-up writing. 

A number of worrying conclusions 
follow from the past week's events. 
The first is that “the West" now 
means only America and Britain. 
Nobody else believed for a minute 
that bombing Iraq would do anything 
but destroy property and kill people. 
Moral support was limited to states 
in varying degrees of debt to America. 
France sided with Russia and Giina 
on Iraq’s side. Britain was neither at 
the heart of Europe, nor even part of 
Europe. It was with America. This 
week it was not “the West" that was 
standing up (or lying down) to 
Saddam. It was the English-speaking 
North Atlantic axis. 

Yet the phrase America-and-Brit- 
ain in reality means America. Britain 
now appears more beholden to 


Simon 

Jenkins 


Washington adventurism than at any 
time since Harold Wilson and Viet¬ 
nam. Mr Cook's support for Mr 
Clinton's inexcusable bombing of a 
Sudanese medicine factory last Au¬ 
gust is capped by his agreement to an 
American strategy for toppling the 
ruler of a sovereign state. He must 
know that the policy is unethical and 
usually counter-productive. Yet he is 
imprisoned in a loyalty to Washing¬ 
ton felt fcry no other European 
country. Britain is ostensibly joining 
America in the overthrow of any ruler 
with whose policies or arsenals they 
disagree, whether he owns nuclear 
weapons or merely a tank of sarin or 
a vat of anthrax. 

A book out this month by Oxford’s 

_ Christopher Coker, 

77ie Twilight of the 
West, rightly warns 
} of the introversion of 

rf J f§/ the new Europe. 

■j # The Continent is no 

f longer a part of “the 

I* West", over against 
f the East but a re- 

gional trading bloc 

- — - concerned only with 

its internal interests. 
Tony Blair has, like Baroness Thatch¬ 
er, and John Major, distanced himself 
from this introversion. London's mag¬ 
netic pull is as strongly transatlantic 
as ever. The special relationship is 
alive, between two nations accus¬ 
tomed to being world polioemen. 

Nobody schooled in 20th-century 
history can regard this relationship 
as sinister. It remains the world’s 
ultimate guarantor of law and order, 
tested and found reliable when 
international order blatantly breaks 
down, as in the Falkland^ and 
Kuwait More baffling is what the 
Anglo-American alliance (as “the 
West" should now be styled) has as its 
continuous mission. More recent 
interventions have involved policing 
civil wars and curbing demagogues. 
In Somalia, Haiti. Rwanda, Yugosla¬ 
via and the Middle East there has 
been a pattern of rapid force projec¬ 
tion, hesitation, uncertainty and re¬ 
treat There has been no consistency 
or foUow-through. 

The reason is that the justification 
for each intervention has never been 
dear-cut. and the means used have 


been disproportionately military. 
These brush-fire conflicts offer no 
enemies like those of the Cold War. 
America has the mightiest military 
machine in the history of the world, a 
machine still on the runway, engines 
roaring and eager for a new purpose. 
Yet the only jobs it can find are 
inappropriate or beneath its dignity. 

Mr Clinton has come up with 
various tasks. He has sought to free 
the world from drags, to free it for 
democracy and. most recently, to free 
it from terrorism and humanitarian 
outrages. Like Ronald Reagan and 
George Bush before him. he sees in 
the spread of “state-sponsored terror¬ 
ism" a plausible replacement for the 
Cold War as a goal of American 
deterrence. But terrorism is a slippery 
concept It applies to the Tokyo 
subway poisoners and the Omagh 
and Oklahoma bombers, to the drug 
lords of Colombia and Burma and to 
the licensed killers of Yugoslavia and 
Rwanda. Terrorism means many 
things to many nations. Sometimes 
they wish to handle it themselves. To 
turn Dean Acheson’s gibe, American 
foreign policy has lost a role and not 
yet found an empire. 


A rrjerica and Britain are still 
struggling to target the evils 
of the world with the blunt 
weapons of the Cold War. 
When maniacs bombed embassies in 
Kenya and Tanzania in August, 
America could think of no reaction 
but that of General Curtis LeMay, to 
bomb someone, anyone, in return. In 
the case of Iraq, only a strange public 
deference to military wisdom still 
accepts the thesis that aerial bombard¬ 
ment can "neutralise” a mobile 
arsenal of chemical weapons. The 
same deference underpins the belief 
that economic sanctions induce popu¬ 
lar revolution against dictatorial 
regimes. They do not. 

The threat of massive retaliatory 
force contained aggressive dicta¬ 
torship in the second half of the 20th 
century. It cannot police the internal 
conflicts of states. It has finally 
proved Mao's prediction: that West¬ 
ern power is a paper tiger. For all the 
bluster, neither Britain nor America 
really minds enough about Saddam 
to fight him to the death. The game is 
not worth the candle. Britain and the 
United States proclaim zero toler¬ 
ance, but will not enforce it They talk 
big but have not the guts to do the 
courageous thing, which is to change 
policy. 


Shore fire? 

TONY BLAIR is being urged to bid a fond farewell to Lord Shore of 
Stepney, who led the revolt that caused the Government such humiliation 
yesterday. The Eurosceptic former Cabinet minister (below left) has been 
told off by Baroness Jay of Paddington (right), whose father Jim 
Callaghan was Peter Shore's boss. This followed a sharp exchange in the 
House of Lords which had Jay on the verge of tears. Afterwards Labour 
whips were said to be furious, and were considering withdrawing the 
whip. Shore (wait for it. nostalgia 
freaks) was Secretary of State for ~ 

Economic Affairs in the Sixties and 
went on to become Environment f 
Secretary under Callaghan, so if 
Blair agrees to turf him out it will 
be one of his strongest signals that . Wj 

he has no time for old Labourites. '.' J J 

Shore, who joined die party in 
1948. felt snubbed when Jay gave 
way to a former fitter. Lord Evans 
of Paricside. instead of Shore. “I warhorse. “She was furious," I am 
find this a disagreeable debate.” told. “When it was mentioned to 
blasted Shore, “and I have hardly the whips that he has to be 
been encouraged by what has disciplined they said that this is a 
happened in the past 30 seconds." course of action which is being 
He then continued to let rip. using considered. And that is whips’ 
such words as “disagreeable, de- speak for 'he is out erf here’-" 
pressing and petty". Shore denies causing offence: 

Tears could be seen in Jay's eyes “She made a minor miscalculation 
as she sat through the tirade from but she is a very robust lady” Just 
Shore, standing just , feet away, how robust, we shall soon discover. 
Afterwards she was snaking with 

rage and was taken off for a 9 CHERIE BLAIR must be feeling 
recuperative drink, but only after frisky. Three muscular nude cy¬ 
stic had words with die old clists from Bristol University met 




her at Downing Street before their 
charity pedal across America. Will 
Rawling, one of the team, was 
complimented by a mischievious 
Cherie: “You have lovely legs.” 

Oxford union 

OXFORD could be the venue for 
Bill Clinton and Monica Lewinsky 
to come together once more. The 
US President has been invited to 
attend celebrations to mark the 
750th anniversary of die founding 
of University College, which he 
attended as a Rhodes Scholar. 

Clinton has been asked to bring 
Hillary and Chelsea to an “old 
member’s ball" and a family open 
day. No old girl herself. Lewinsky 
has been asked to indulge in a spot 
of nostalgia with the President 
after bong invited as a guest to the 
college's junior ball. 


• WILLIAM HAGUE was mobbed 
by schoolgirls at Westminster yes¬ 
terday, clamouring to be pictured 
with the Tory leader. Tony Benn 
snapped away at the fans with 
their hero. 


Cat flap 

REVEALED: the PM has a cat. 
Following the important investiga¬ 
tion over Humphrey (Alan Clark 
suggested Cherie had bumped off 
the feline until a camera crew was 
sent to his retirement home). Kitty, 
a tortoiseshell tabby, plays with the 
Blairs’ children at Chequers, 
where she lived under the Tories. 
But she fears Alastalr Campbell 
Says one insider: “He hates ani¬ 
mals." And Kitty is not keen on 
media exposure in case she's 
packed off to the suburbs. 

• GUARDIANS of the public 
purse , a new series. Islington 
council is advertising an injured 
pigeon hotline. 

Full measure 

SOPHIE ANDERTON is joining 
Alexandra Aitken. daughter of 
Jonathan, in a crusade against the 
evils of drink- The two models are 
to be joint hosts of a publishing 
party to toast Alcohol, an anony¬ 




mous cautionary book, in cartoon 
and verse. Anderton (above right) 
engaged to Robert Hanson, is a 
perfect compere: in March she 
collapsed after taking an overdose 
of cocaine, champagne and vodka, 
and ended up enjoying a stint in an 
Arizona clinic. “Her difficulties are 
known," says her man. "including 
one involving alcohol.** 

But why is Alexandra (left), still a 
teenie but described as an "interna¬ 
tionally acclaimed sculptor, actress 
and fashion model", involved? “As 
a young artist, I am saddened and 
angered by the destruction to 
creativity that is caused by alcohol 
and drugs,'’ she tells me. “I have 
seen many friends hurt and fami¬ 
lies destroyed through abuse. If 


people understood the consequen¬ 
ces then alcohol companies and 
drug dealers would hide their 
heads for what they are doing to 
our families and the world." I shall 
hang the note by the baronial 
drinks cabinet. 

• IS STEPHEN FRYfu to dish out 
awards for the Bad Sex Price? This 
from his novel The Hippopotamus. 
an account of a boy having ser with 
a horse (as one docs): “He gasped 
with the blinding joy of what he 
felt,” writes Fry. launching into a 
torrid description involving flail¬ 
ing hands and tails. "The sensa¬ 
tion blinded his head with stars." 

Jasper Gerard 



■ And can you 
put that PhD on 
plastic please? 

W hen, not so very long 
ago. the credit card 
supped into our lives 
and changed them for ever, it 
was able to do so by making us 
one simple promise. It had 
pondered long and hard about 
that promise, because it had to 
be a very good promise indeed 
if we were to be persuaded that 
changing our lives for ever was 
the right thing to do, and the 
credit card knew that this end 
could not be achieved by 
promising us that we should 
always have something to 
scrape the ice off our wind¬ 
screens. or free our molar gaps 
from raspberry pips, or dear 
crumbs from our tablecloths, 
or even break into premises by 
opening locks to which we 
lacked the key. It knew that it 
had to reach far deeper into the 
collective psyche to locate and 
fondle that subconscious G- 
spot which would make it 
irresistible to us. 

So the credit card promised 
that it would say more about us 
than cash ever could. For it had 
concluded that what we most 
wanted the world to say about 
us was that we had so much 
money that we didn’t need 
money at all. because an 
organisation with more money 
than anybody had such trust in 
us that it would pick up any tab 
on our behalf. All we had to do 
when the tab was presented 
was lay the card beside it, 
whereupon our creditor would 
immediately fall to the Axmin- 
ster and kiss our hems. 

After a bit, of course, once 
that wondrous status had been 
conferred on so many punters 
that its wondrousness was 
inevitably diminished, new 
wondrousness had to be intro¬ 
duced. first by the gold card, 
then by the platinum, each 
saying even more about us 
than cash ever could. It now 
said that we were not just rich, 
but so rich that we had to be 
someone a bit special to have 
got that rich in the first place. 

At which point the credit 
card suddenly discovered it 
had run out of prea'ous metals. 
This was a serious problem: 
with more and more platinum 
cards about, more and more 
rich people wanted even more 
said about them than mere 
platinum ever could, but there 
were no superior ores available 
to say it What was the credit 
card to do? 

I’ll tell you what it was to do. 
It was to send me a brochure. It 
hit my mat this morning. On 
the cover is a picture of The 
University of Oxford Visa card. 
Open the brochure, and inside 
you will find two dozen pic¬ 
tures of college Visa cards, 
alongside a smarmy rubric 
declaring that you can now 
apply for a Magdalen Visa 
card, a Balliol card, a Wadham 
card, and so on. I rang Visa. 
No. 1 didn't need to have been 
at any of these colleges to 
quality, ail I needed to have 
was the cash which the card 
would say more about me 
than. And since a tiny percen¬ 
tage of each transaction goes to 
the college, what it patently 
says is that the bearer is 
supporting his alma mater. He 
is an Oxford man. Watch 
waiters fawn! Watch osteo¬ 
paths goggle! Watch checkout 
lovelies swoon! 

I shall not, of course, be 
applying for any of these, 
since for some irritating 
reason All Souls has not signed 
up to the scheme, and theirs is 
the only card I’d want to flash, 
apart from the Rowing Blue 
Visa card, which, sadly, isn’t 
offered, either, f shall just have 
to bide my time, until the next 
inevitable status-hike, ft might 
well bring the Eton Visa card 
and I shouldn't mind one of 
those. It would knock their 
socks off at CrickJewood Do¬ 
nuts. Either that or the Brigade 




boo for buying a James Locke 
bowler, they’d probably chuck 
m a bespoke baseball cap 
gratis and bow you to the 
tinkling door, very nice. 

Not. mind, thai there isn't 
one uny snag to all this, 
already spotted. i*m sure, by 
anyone unsettled at the pros¬ 
pect of being spotted; for while 
H is one thing to p [ 0 nk down 

p,astic 'n 

Asprey ' s or some 
equally public arena, it-is quite 
another to have it docked by 
someone who immediately bel¬ 
lows: - Good God, a Wykel 

5S?‘ S H H Wh,Ch K h0USe ’ w &Ch 
year, did you have old Ratty 

ffoIkes-Simcox for Greek, too^ 
or^tone me. a 2 Pam Visa 
cud. we must have been at 
Goose Green together^me 
and have a large one!" 

For that. I’m afraid, is the 

curseof <1* credit card* 
latest quantum leap. It now 

^roorea^tyouthantrath 
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BROWN’S BACK DOOR 

The Chancellor signs Britain up to a socialist EU agenda 


■ Tony Blair has been remarkably successful 
in embalming the debate both on economic 
and monetary union, and on Britain’s 
broader strategic aims within the Europe¬ 
an Union. He has persuaded the public 
that it knows where this Government is 
headed; that British membership of EMU 
is a decision for the next Parliament and 
that his aim in making this country a more 
active European player is to promote a 
deregulatory, free market EU agenda. 

That is not the game, it turns out that his 
Chancellor, Gordon Brown, has been 
playing behind the scenes. The British 
Government has been not merely a 
prominent actor, but the prime mover in 
the drawing up of a panrSodaiist platform, 
The New European Way — Economic 
Reform in the Framework of EMU. This 
remarkable political document which is 
being finalised in time for this weekend’s 
Ecofin meeting of EU finance ministers, 
will be the launching pad for a concerted 
drive by the 11-strong centre-left majority in 
EU councils to set the agenda. It calls for 
far closer co-ordination of EU economic, 
fiscal and social and employment policies. 
For Britain, it represents a hugely impor¬ 
tant symbolic and practical commitment to 
closer EU integration, which goes far 
beyond what ministers have disclosed. 

Work on this “people’s Europe” blue¬ 
print began last February, under the 
British presidency. The vehicle has been 
the “informal” caucus of the Party of 
European Socialists within Ecofin. Its tone 
owes something to new Labour rhetoric. 
But its content, calling for “a new Social 
Contract for solidarity” and “the further 
development of the contract for social 
justice”, an “active welfare state", “fair 
rules for competition” and “a set of 
common rules for die economic and social 
well being of European citizens”, reflects 
the strong interventionist traditions of 
mainstream continental socialism. “A 
United Europe” is the socialist response to 
globalisation; “In European c&operation, 
we develop new transnational initiatives 
which alone are strong enough to guide 
and regulate global forces." 

The influence of Oskar Lafontaine. the 
left-wing German Finance Minister with 
whom Mr Brown win coordinate strategy 
for the Ecofin meeting in London tomor¬ 
row, is unmistakable. The 11 governments 
commit themselves to higher disposable 
incomes — a policy which has already 


brought Herr Lafontaine into confronta¬ 
tion with German industry -- and “a new 
culture of regulation" for public utilities. 
They plan EU-wide legislative and adminis¬ 
trative measures for small and medium- 
sized businesses, which Britain has hither¬ 
to maintained should be a purely national 
concern. Common economic and budget¬ 
ary policies will be set “in conformity with 
the single monetary policy*’, specifically 
involving closer co-operation between coun¬ 
tries inside and outside EMU “in order to 
ensure the European Way”. 

A key segment of the document explains 
why, when they met on Monday, Herr 
Lafontaine and his French counterpart, 
Dominique Strauss-Kahn, were so confi¬ 
dent that taxes on savings and businesses 
would be harmonised within six months. 
While the EU is already committed to 
eliminating “unfair*’ tax competition — 
such as discriminatory treatment of foreign 
direct investment — this goes far further. It 
deplores EMU’s potential to increase tax 
competition and pledges to avoid this 
“harmful" development by “co-ordinating 
savings and corporate taxation". 

Socialist policy will not only target 
non-EU tax havens, such as the Channel 
Islands, but the trend among overtaxed 
and over-regulated EU corporations to 
invest in Central Europe and other 
emerging markets. Blithely disregarding 
the horror with which this would be 
greeted in Washington, the 11 assert that 
“To avoid increasing flows of saving and 
investment from die EU towards third 
countries and European territories, to 
which the Treaty does not apply, we must 
actively promote an OECD-wide approach 
to tax polity coordination." 

With this document the Chancellor has 
committed Britain to European integration 
along frankly socialist lines. Nowhere do 
such ambitions figure in Labour's election 
manifesto. He may protest that it has no 
formal status; but given that it excludes 
only Spain, Belgium, Ireland and Luxem¬ 
bourg, this “red-green” manifesto is a 
political reality. Mr Brown has let his 
determination to be part of the EMU-11 
club ride roughshod over Cabinet responsi¬ 
bility. On matters of tax policy, a vital 
British interest he has shown himself 
ready to sell the pass. Where stands the 
Prime Minister? In the dark? Or in his 
Chancellor's shadow? The only certainly is 
that the country has been kept in the dark. 


LET THE PEOPLE CHOOSE 

The Government should abandon dosed list elections 


Next week the Queen’s Speech will be 
published. It will contain a Bill to abolish 
the right of hereditary peers to vote in the 
House of Lords. At the worst possible time, 
the Governments maladroit handling of 
the introduction of a new electoral system 
for the European Parliament has succeed¬ 
ed in turning Viscount Cranbome, heir to 
the Marquess of Salisbury and Conserva¬ 
tive Leader in the House of Lords, into a 
champion of Britain’s representative de¬ 
mocracy. Yesterday Lord Cranbome mar¬ 
shalled his forces to reject — for a fourth 
time — the closed list system, which would 
allow voters to choose a party, but not an 
individual candidate. The Prime Minister 
accused the peers of committing “an 
affront to democracy*’. The real affront 
would be for the Government to force 
through a voting system which gives party 
machines more power at voters’ expense. 

The Government's intransigence has 
triggered a game of constitutional ping- 
pong. The Bill will be volleyed back and 
forth between the House of Commons and 
House of Lords until either the peers vote 
in favour of the Government’s proposals, 
or the Government gives in. Failure to 
reach an agreement by the end of the 
parliamentary session, planned for this 
Friday, will force ministers either to drop 
the measure entirely (and stick with the 
current electoral system), or agree to the 
peers’ amendment, or invoke the Parlia¬ 
ment Act and force the Bill through the 
House of Lords in the next session. 

The Prime Minister and Home Secretary 
would be foolish to bludgeon tfus Bill 
through the Upper House. The debate* 
nor about the hereditary principle, as they 
suggest but whether people’s choice 


should be replaced by parties’ choice. In 
this case, the unelected peers are protecting 
the power of the electorate. The Govern¬ 
ment’s attempt to distract the debate is a 
sign of its failure to make a convincing case 
in favour of closed lists. Few people may 
know who their MEP is. Closed lists might 
mean that more women and ethnic 
minorities were elected. Open lists — in 
which voters rank their preference for 
candidates — might create the anomaly 
whereby some candidates could be elected 
with fewer votes than others. Yet none of 
these arguments addresses the real issue: 
why should voters be stripped of the 
opportunity to choose the candidate they 
wish to represent them? 

The Government’s stubbornness has 
united politicians normally as far apart as 
Viscount Cranbome and the former Vis¬ 
count Stans gate, Tony Benn. This issue has 
made ministers vulnerable to the charge 
that die selection of Labours candidates for 
leader of the Welsh Assembly, mayor of 
London and for the European election is a 
disturbing feature of this Government’s 
attitude to power. It prefers the “selector- 
ate” to the elecorate, preaching the virtues 
of devolution while practising five vices of 
centralisation. Worse still, critics argue, by 
abolishing the right of hereditary peers to 
vote in the House of Lords, die Govern¬ 
ment will emasculate the independence of 
the second chamber and replace it with a 
giant “dosed list” of political appointees. 

Ministers should realise that they have 
been outmanoeuvred. Tony Blair made 
trust a central issue at the general election. 
He should trust the people, and leave them 
with the power to choose which individuals 
they send to the European Parliament 


GRANNY’S MOUSE 

The old meet the young in cyberspace 
The onset °^ eis o* the 

quickly than you- Baffleaao [ , the computer. Electronic technology fosters 

accustomed to lesvmgt^mology^^e me ^ ^ ^ 

tiny tots. But now a new surrey Times reported a pioneering 
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nr without easy access to transpo technology it seems can help to foster it. As 

bleoption as online shoppy dren vfae-mail, the age of innocence meets 

more popular. And in otter mLsral the age of experience in cyberspace. And aU 

of life, the computer ^ ^ a over the country silver-surfers are enjqymg 

“LEfpSS « a second childhood, 
computer Kejofouw* 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

I Pennington Street, London El 9XN Telephone 0171-782 5000 


Heads’ duties over 
drugs in schools 

From Mr Peter Inson 

Sir. The suggestion by Estelle Morris. 
School Standards Minister (report, 
November 17), that head teachers 
should not automatically expel pupils 
who are found in possession of illegal 
drugs in school, and her call for 
flexibility in these matters, will add to 
the difficulties of head teachers. 

Schools are unusual in that they are 
part of a custodial system: they are 
responsible to parents for the safety 
and security of their children while 
they are at school. They cannot share 
with parents knowledge about poor or 
dangerous behaviour on the part of 
particular children who may be in 
close contact with their children while 
they are alsdwoi and. sometimes, on 
the way to and from school. The 
school alone has the responsibility 
and duty to act on behalf of all its 
parents in the light of this particular 
knowledge and parents have little 
option but to trust schools in these 
matters. 

Many parents will insist, quite 
understandably, that they do not wish 
their children to be compelled to keep 
company with children who are 
involved with illegal drugs. Indeed, 
the notion that this is somehow 
acceptable is morally repugnant 
Schools have to bear this in mind 
when acting on behalf of such 
parents. 

The minister is concerned for the 
continuing education of pupils who 
are excluded from school. In the long 
term it would be more constructive to 
address the attitudes and actions of 
families so that it was more generally 
realised that access to a worthwhile 
education in a school worth attending 
depends on families presenting their 
children for education in a reasonably 
socialised and selfdisdptined state. 

I fear that the ministers comments 
will simply be used to make even 
more difficult the complex and 
fraught particular situations with real 
families with which head teachers 
have to deal. 

Yours sincerely. 

PETER INSON 
(Headmaster, 

Twyford High School. 1995-98). 

15 Priory Crescent 
Sudbury. Middlesex HAD 2QQ. 
peterinsonGcompuserve.com 
November 17. 

From the Headmaster of 
More House School. Frensham 

Sir, As headmaster of a school for 
boys with specific learning difficulties 
who are inevitably vulnerable and 
very amenable to peer pressure, I 
have a totally draconian policy on 
drugs. 

All beys, and their parents, know 
that if a student is found with any 
quantity of an illegal substance within 
his possession, at school then he is 
expelled instantly. 

During the last five years I have 
only had to make use of this measure 
on one occasion and my staff and I are 
convinced that this policy has kept the 
school so dear of drugs at a time 
when other establishments have had 
considerable difficulties. It is the only 
disciplinary area where we have such 
a stringent rule. 

I would urge the minister to think 
again. 

Yours faithfully, 

BARRY HUGGETT. 

Headmaster. More House School, 
Frensham. 

Famham, Surrey GU10 3AP. 
November 17. 


Portillo and the euro 

From Dr Alan Sked 

Sir. Michael Portillo is right The Tory 
party is now the only one with the 
political weight to lead the campaign 
against the euro (report, later editions, 
November 10; see also report and 
leading article, November II). In fact 
it is vital that the Tories should win 
the next election, since otherwise we 
face the prospect of a referendum on 
the single currency befog weighted in 
favour of Brussels. 

i for one am certainly ready to offer 
Mr Bartiflo my support in any plans 
he may be preparing to protect the 
pound. I trust however, that the Tory 
party will be united over this. 

Yours sincerely, 

ALAN SKED 

(Leader. UK Independence Party. 
1993-97), 

Flat 3, Aberdeen Court 
68 Aberdeen Park, 

Highbury. N5 2BH. 

November 11. 


Assembly plans 

From Lord Rogers of Riverside 

Sir, Your report today on the plan for 
the Welsh assembly by my practice 
stales that there are “charges of 
cronyism” as I am a "Labour col¬ 
league of foe former Prime Minister 
in foe Upper House”. One of the 
pleasures of foe competition was to 
meet Lord Callaghan of Cardiff For 
the first time. 

Yours faithfully, 

RICHARD ROGERS, 

House of Lords. 

November 13. 


Letters should carry a daytime 
telephone number. They may be 
faxed to 0171-7825046. 
e-mail to: tertera@fhe-fimes.co.flk 


London Tube fares ‘unfairly high’ 

From Mrllltyd Harrington al taxpayer as well as foe passenger. 

Sir. You kindly published a letter l.^ i- n. ^ ^ 

from me (February 28. 1997) which ^®S^ a burden °"*** 

warned about the damage to the • man ’ OT 

social and economic life of She capital 

caused by London Transport’s figh J*“ e “, n ™ EJ ^ 
fares (letters. November 16). They 3 * } 5 aTld 

were. I said, the highest in Europe. V E£k and a ^ 

...... . . ** , . r 7 respectively; all of which seems to 

Within three hou rs 1 received a produce an overcrowded and unrelia- 
leoer by courier from the then bie service 

buking and indeed correcting me. —SSShnSmSiiSIIS 1 k ee J£-" in ’ 
Dublin had that coveted poatSn. he 

said sharply. And anywa£foe week- £ mer? 

ly, monthly and annual ticket blunted 

WdL now we await foe next hike in Yours sincerely, 
the new year (report. October. 27) but ILLTYD HARRINGTON 
no one wants to revert to the formula (Deputy Leader. GLC. 1973-85), 
of the 1970s, which was based upon a 16 Lea House, 
revenue competition of an equitable Salisbury Street. NWS 8BJ. 
distribution between local and nation- November 16. 


Voting for candidate, not party 


From Mr Warwick Cairns 

Sir. Peter Riddell (article, November 
17} says that a problem with the 
open-list system in elections is that h 
“encourages candidates of foe same 
party to compete against each other”. 

That is exactly what is good about 
it you see, I want to vote for a 
candidate who opposes the euro — I 
don’t particularly care whether they 
are Labour dt Conservative—and if I 
can’t choose my candidate, there is 
absolutely no way that I will vote and. 
allow the party bosses to give my 
“endorsement” to a Europhile. 

Under the closed-list system, my 
vote for a party can be counted as a 
vote for a candidate supporting a 
cause that I utterly disapprove of. 
That cant be democracy. 

Yours sincerely. 

WARWICK CAIRNS. 

68 Grove Road. 

Windsor, Berkshire SLA 1HS. 
November 17. 


From the Chief Executive of the 
Electoral Reform Society 

Sir. The tennis game which foe 
Government and the Lords are 
playing with foe European Parlia¬ 
mentary Elections Bill does no credit 
to either. 

Proposals from a Government 
which won a decisive electoral victory 
are being blocked repeatedly by 
unelected opposition peers, people 
who have no democratic legitimacy. 
Here, surely, is further proof of the 
need for reform of foe Lords. 

Ironically, however, on this occa¬ 
sion the matter on which a majority of 
their lordships have dug in their heels 
is the protection of voters’ rights. 
While foe elected Government de¬ 
mands closed lists which deny elec¬ 
tors the right to choose their MEPs. it 
is the unelected Lords who have thrice 
resisted. 

That does not, unfortunately, mean 
that their position is entirety virtuous. 
Some opposition peers have stood 
courageously against an electoral 
system which hands yet more power 
to the party machines, but many 
more, I tear, are more motivated by a 


Russian mass grave 

From Mr Phil Tomaselli 

Sir, Your report, "Russian grave may 
hold our soldiers" (November 10). 
suggests that “dozens” of British 
soldiers may lie buried in a mass 
grave at Kandalaksha, south of 
Murmansk. 

The Archangel Memorial to the 
Missing, which cavers both foe 
Archangel and Murmansk riviFwar 
fronts in 1918 and 1919 as well as a few 
other officers and men lost in Russia 
during the First World War, records 
some 210 missing. The vast majority 
of them fell on foe Archangel front in 
1919, which was the scene of foe 
heaviest fighting, and these men 
could not have been buried at 
Kandalaksha. 

If foe “dozens” are being tentatively 
identified as British because of their 
uniforms then it is much more likely 


Leaders and led 

From MrD. G. R. Bentliff 

Sir, Is Mary Ann Sieghart (article. 
November 6) right to say that those 
with a younger inner age "follow 
fashion and would hate to oe thought 
conventional"? Don't the conventional 
follow, whilst the unconventional 
lead, fashion? 

Yours faithfully. 

DAVID BENTLIFF. 

5 Eversley Road, SE19 3PY. 
November II. 


C for clarity? 

From Mr Kevin Newson 

Sir, I have always used foe phonetic 
alphabet for addresses and postcodes 
as necessary for clarity on foe phone, 
but this is not always appreciated. 

This morning 1 received technical 
product information on the subject of 
air purification from a firm in Essex. 
It arrived promptly despite being 
addressed to “Hotel Bravo”. 

Yours faithfully. 

KEVIN NEWSON. 

20 Church Lane. W5 5HB. 

November 10. 


rare opportunity to win a point 
against a strong Government 
Surely, however, it is time for 
compromise. There are various op¬ 
tions between fully open and fully 
closed lists which are used by our 
European partners. These systems, 
which offer the elector a choice 
between voting for their pony or for 
their preferred candidate, would al 
least be an improvement on the 
Government’s proposal and would go 
a long way towards meeting the 
concerns of the Opposition. 

Yours sincerely, 

KEN RITCHIE, 

Chief Executive, 

Electoral Reform Society. 

6 Chancel Street. SE1 OUU 
November 13. 

From Mr Peter Shorten 

Sir, In referring to Peter Shore’s 
33-year tenure as MP for Stepney, 
Robert Evans, MEP (tetter. Novem¬ 
ber 17). manages to make precisely foe 
wrong point. If foe electorate had 
really disliked Shore they would 
indeed have voted for another party. 
That is, after all, what happened to 
John Taylor in Cheltenham in 1992 
when, to their shame, a sufficient 
number decided they preferred a 
white Liberal to a black Conservative. 

A dosed party list exaggerates a 
defect in foe current system. 1 want to 
be able to express my opinion on foe 
candidates as well as an the party. 

Yours faithfully, 

P. R. SHORTELL 
81 Hales Road, 

Cheltenham GL52 6SR- 
pshortell@bigfoot.com 
November 17. 

From Professor J. C. Mann 

Sir, l see that, in the European 
elections, we will be required to vote 
for a list of party members. 

Is this not what the Communists 
called the Nomenklatura? 

Yours sincerely. 

J. C. MANN, 

28 St Catherines Avenue, 

Bletchley, Milton Keynes MIG 5EE. 
November 12. 


that they were members of the 
Slavo-British Legion, White Russian 
peasants who enlisted for a variety of 
reasons in a force that had British 
officers and NCOS and wore British 
uniforms. When the British Army 
withdrew in September 1919 foe Red 
Army quickly broke through their 
lines ana many thousands must have 
been killed in battle or executed and 
given a mass burial. 

So many British uniforms were sent 
to Russia, and so corrupt were foe 
White Russian officials who dealt 
with their distribution, that whole 
Red Army units fought in uniforms 
paid for by the British taxpayer. The 
graves may even be of Red Army 
troops. 

Yours sincerely, 

PHIL TOMASELLI, 

2 Kelly Gardens. Abbey Meads. 
Swindon. Wiltshire SN2 3YH. 
November 10. 


Register of Masons 

From Miss C. M. Newman. QC 

Sir. The Government’s request for 
members of foe judiciary (even the 
humblest of part-timers) to state 
whether they are Freemasons (letters. 
November 2 and 6) was also sent to 
women. 

Was this done to avoid gender bias 
or have I missed foe storming of 
another male bastion? 

Yours faithfully, 

CATHERINE NEWMAN. 

13 Old Square, 

Lincoln* Inn,WC2A3UA 
November 6. 


Rule of thumb for flu 

From Mrs A. J. Wilcock 

Sir, I have no difficulty in differen¬ 
tiating between a cold and flu (letter; 
November 6): mothers have colds, 
fathers have flu. 

Yours faithfully. 

AJ. WILCOCK, 

48 Badshot Park, Badshot Lea. 
Famham, Surrey GU9 9JZ. 
November 7. 


1,000 years on the 

back of a stamp 

From Dr Hannes W. Kleineke 

Sir, The Royal Mail's — or is it 
Professor Black's — view of the past 
1.000 years of British history, as 
represented on the recently launched 
millennium stamps (report, Novem¬ 
ber 13), is oddly out of balance, h is 
striking that only sue out of 48 stamps 
celebrate individuals, events or 
achievements dating from the first 
500 years of the present millennium, 
white more than twice as many 
represent foe 20th century. 

Even the choice of themes represent¬ 
ing the medieval period is strange: 
one of the few individuals honoured is 
Robert the Bruce, but he appears 
under the heading of “Soldiers’ tale”. 
While Robert's military achievements 
are not to be denigrated, he seems a 
peculiar choice to stand for the whole 
of medieval warfare, if that is foe 
intention. Might 1 tentatively suggest 
that he is being included as a token 
gesture to Scottish national senti¬ 
ment? 

While Dr Who and Bobby Moore 
are characters familiar to the present 
generation, their cultural significance 
compared with some of the great 
works of medieval art which could 
have been celebrated (Chaucer, or 
manuscript illumination, to name just 
two possibilities) is surely limited. 

Do the last 98 years really sum up 
and subsume most of foe preceding 
900? 

Yours faithfully, 

HANNES KLEINEKE, 

17F Cherry Orchard, 

Staines. Middlesex TW18 2DE. 
hkleinek@histparl.ac uk 
November 13. 

From Dr Richard Ma rshall 

Sir, I noted with interest thal nuclear 
power did not make it as a millenni¬ 
um tale. 

Yours sincerely. 

RICHARD MARSHALL 
(Head of physics). 

Oakham School, 

Oakham. Rutland LE15 6QT. 
rmGoakham.mtlantLsch.uk 
November 13. 


Battle of Waterloo 

From Mr Alan Magrtuh 

Sir. The French do not have to worry 
about past battles (letters, November 
7 and 13). What matters is foe present 
and future. They can be proud that, 
while they hurtle at ISOmph on 
Eurostar through northern France, 
they have to slow to less than half that 
speed across foe Channel because foe 
English cannot be bothered to invest 
in their own country. 

Yours sincerely, 

ALAN MAGRATH, 

7 Pageant Walk, 

Croydon CRD 5UG. 
alan.magraih@btinterneLeom 
November 13. 

From Mr Jack Owens 

Sir, By jingo! Quel brouhaha! Surely 
foe solution to foe sation-naming 
spat is for both termini to be renamed 
after respective national heroes — 
Wellington for ours in London, and 
Napoleon for theirs in Paris. 

Yours faithiully, 

J. M. OWENS, 

8 Park Road, Chandlers Ford. 
Eastleigh, Hampshire S053 2EU. 
November 10. 

From Mr Kenneth W. F. Rich 

Sir, Perhaps M Longuepte should 
arrange future visits to London so that 
he arrives at Victoria station — he will 
then be able, as he awaits his turn for 
a taxi, to admire foe statue of that 
great Frenchman, Marshal Foch. 

Sincerely, 

KENNETH W. F. RICH, 

Mary lands. South Hfll Avenue, 
Harrow on foe Hill. HA! 3NZ. 
November 13. 

From Mr Robert Wilton 

Sir, The indispensable 1066 and all 
that reminds us that Richard foe 
Lionheart travelled through France so 
often on his way to war thal he was 
known as Richard Gare de Lyon. 

Would it not avoid all difficulty if 
we were in future to ensure that all 
battles were fought at railway sta¬ 
tions? 

Yours faithfully, 

ROBERT WILTON. 

67 St Peter’s Street, 

Islington, NI 8JR. 

November 13. 


From Mr Gerald Vinestock 

Sr, I don’t mind if the French want to 
rename the Gare du Nord, but why 
“Fantenoy”? Wasn’t he that little Lord 
chappy in foe book by someone or 
another? 

Yours faithfully. 

GERALD VINESTOCK, 

2 Overhead Cottages. Capemwray, 
Camforth, Lancashire LA61AD. 
November 13. 

From Mr Neil Watts 

Sir, How about renaming Waterloo 
Eau.de toilette?! 

Yours. 

N. WATTS. 

47 Kings Chase. 

Crowborough. East Sussex TN6 IRQ. 
November 13. 














COURT CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
November 17: The Queen held an 
Investiture at Buckingham Palace Rt 
this morning. _ 

Her Majesty held a Council ai *n 
6.15 pm. 

There were present The ft.Hon ar 
Margaret Beckett MP (President). h 
the Lord Irvine of Lairg (Lord ne 
OhanceUof}. the ft Hon David g 
BlunkeiT (Secretary of State far « 
F/tiimtinn and Emplqynieru). tne a 
ft Hon Andrew Smith MP (Minis- £ 

ter of State. Department for Educa- t> 

tion and Employment). 

The Rt Hon Sir Anthony Clarke tr 
and the ft Hon Sir Simon Tuckey 
were sworn in as Members of Her ^ 
Majesty's Most Honourable Pnvy 
Council. H 

Mr Alexander GaBoway was in v 
anendance as Clerk of the Council. 

The Rt Hon Margaret Beckett ti 

MPhad an audience of The Queen s 

before the Council. J 

The ft Hon Tony Blair MP v 
(Prime Minister and first Lord of e 
the Treasury) had an audience of i 
Her Majesty this evening. 

The Duke of Edinburgh. Honor- « 

ary Life Member. British Suh-Aq- < 
ua aub, this -morning presented i 
The Duke of Edinburgh's Prize at J 
Buckingham Palace. 

His Royal Highness. Patron and - 
Twelfth Man. presented the lord's i 

Taverners Trophy at Buckingham 
Palace. , . 

The Duke of Edinburgh. Presi¬ 
dent and Honorary Life Fellow. 
Royal Society for the Encourage¬ 
ment of Arts. Manufactures and 
Commerce, this afternoon present¬ 
ed the 1998 Albert Medal at a 
Lunch at John Adam Street, 
Strand. London. 

His Royal Highness, President, 
the English Speaking Union of tbe 
Commonwealth, later presented 
the 1998 Duke of Edinburgh 
English Language Book Competi¬ 
tion Awards and the English 
Speaking Union English Lan¬ 
guage Awards and chaired a 
meeting of the English Speaking 
Union Language Committee at 
Buckingham Palace. 

The Queen and The Duke of 
Edinburgh were represented by 
General Sir Michael Walker (Aide- 
deCamp Generali at the Service of 
Thanksgiving for the Life of 
General Sir Harry Turn (formerly 
Aide-de-Camp General) which was 
held in the Chapel of the Royal 
Hospital. Chelsea, London, this 
morning. 

The Duke of Kent was represent¬ 
ed by Mr. Nicolas Adamson. 

The Lady Elton has succeeded 
Mrs. Robert de Pass as Lady in 
Wailing to Her Majesty. 
CLARENCE HOUSE 
November 17: Queen Elizabeth 
The Queen Mother. Honorary 
Colonel. Inns of Court and City 
Yeomanry, was entertained to 
Luncheon today by the Earl of 
limerick and members of the 
Regiment at Armourers' and Bra- 
stars* Hall. 

Mrs. Michael Gordon-Lennox 
and the Hon Nicholas Assheton 
were in attendance. 

Mrs. Michael Gordon-Lennox 
has succeeded the Lady Angela 
Oswald as Lady in Wainng to Her 
Majesty. 

STJAMESS PALACE 
November 17: The Prince of Wales 
this morning visited the Army 
Training Regiment. Pirbright Sur¬ 
rey. to meet participants in the 
Household Division Ethnic Mmor- 


Birthdays today 


ity Recruitment Initiative. 

His Royal Highness. Patron, die 
Royal opera, this afternoon re¬ 
ceive! Sir COtin Southgate (Chair¬ 
man). 

The Prince of Wales this evening 

attended the Annual Lecture of 
HRH The Prince of Wales Busi¬ 
ness and the Environment Pro¬ 
gramme at the Banqueting House. 

Whitehall, and afterwards held the 

Annual Dinner at Si Jametfs 
PaJaoe. 

BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
November 17: The Duke of York 

this morning visited Gulf Harbour 

Country Club. Whangaparoa, 
New Zealand. 

His Royal Highness this after¬ 
noon visited the Americas Cup 
Village. Viaduct Basin. 

Having travelled by launch to 
the Royal New Zealand Yacht 
Squadron Headquarters ax West- 
haven Marina, The Duke of York 

viewed the America’s Cup and ims 

entertained to Lunch in theTropny 

**°His Royal Highness this 
evening attended a Dinner at 
Government House, Auckland, 
given by the Govemor-GcneraL 
November 17: The 
Trustee. The Duke of Edinburgh s 
Award Internationa] Association, 
this evening attended a Dmner for 
members of the AwardjWorU 
Fellowship at Her Majesty* Tower 
of London and afterwards wit¬ 
nessed the Ceremony or the Keys- 
November 17: The FrinswRoml 
this morning opened 
Development Corporations Rede¬ 
velopment Scheme ai Haltwhirtle 
Station and was received by Her 
Majesty's Lord-Lieutenant of 
Northumberland (the Viscount Rid- 

^Her Royal Highness later visit¬ 
ed Hexham Tans Rehabilitation 
Project Hexham. 

The Princess Royal afterwards 
visited the new Stand at Hexham 
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Racecourse. ., . 

Her Royal Highness. President. 
Riding for the Disabled Associa¬ 
tion. this afternoon opened the 
Unicom Centre. Stain ton Way. 
Hemlinglon. Middlesbrough, and 
was received by Her Majes^s 
Liemenant of North Yorkshire (the 
Lord Gisborough). 

The Princess Royal. Presidem. 
this evening attended the Riding 
for the Disabled Association Con¬ 
ference Dinner ai the Civic Centre, 
Barms Bridge, Newcastle upon 
Tyne, and was received by Colonel 
Hugh Brown (Vice Lord-Lieuien- 
ant of Tyne and Wear). 
KENSINGTON PALACE 
November 17: The Princess Marga¬ 
ret. Countess of Snowdon. Patron, 
this afternoon visited the Purine 
Research Laboratory. Thomas 
Guy House, Gu/s Campus, Khtg^ 
College, Camberwell, South East 
London. 

THATCHED HOUSE LODGE 
November 17: Princess Alexandra. 
Patron of the Bethlem and Mauds- 
ley NHS Trust, this afternoon 
opened tbe Lishman Unit of the 
Maudsley Hospital. Denirark 
Hill CamberwdL South East 

London. . ... 

Her Royal Highness this 
evening attended a Reception giv¬ 
en by the Chartered Institute ot 
Environmental Health, a World 
Health Organisation Collaborat¬ 
ing Centre for Environmental 
Health Management, at Chadwick 
Court. Hatfields. London. 


The Right Rev Dewi Bridges, 
Bishop of Swansea and Brecon. 05: 
Sir Kenneth Clucas, former aval 
servant, 77; Professor CD. Cowan, 
former Director, School of Orien¬ 
tal and African Studies. 75; lord 
Cullen. 6A the Rev V.H.H. Green, 
former Rector. Lincoln College. 
Oxford. 83; Mr David Hemmings, 
actor, director and producer. 57; 
Mr John Hosier, former Principal. 
Guildhall School of Music and 
Drama, 7ft Sir Gordon Jewkes. 
former diplomat, 67; Admiral of 
the Fleet Sir Henry Leach, 75; Lord 
Mackerae-Sniart. 74; die Earl or 
Malmesbury. 91: Mr Alan Pryce- 


jones, book critic. 90; Professor 
J.R. Quayle. FRS. former Vice- 
Chancellor, Bath University. JL 
Mr Brian Quinn, former- executive 
director, financial stability. Bank 
of England, 62; tbe Duke of 
Roxburgh^ 44; Lord Justice Stuart- 
Smiih, 71: Sir Tasker Watkins. VC. 
farmer Lord Justice of Appeal. 80. 

Church news 

Canon Peter Feamky HuUah, 
Headmaster of Chetharo’s School 
of Music and Leasehold Canon of 
the Cathedral and Collegiate 
Church of St Mary. St Denys and 
St George in Manchester, to be 
Bishop of Rams bury (Salisbury). 


Today’s royal 
engagements 

The Queen, accompanied by the I G 
Duke of Edinburgh, will open me t 
F inancial Services Authority build- I E 
ing at 25. The North Colonnade, c 
Canary Wharf. London E14. and 1 a 
meet FSA staff, industry praoibon- a 

ere and those involved in buldrng y 
the new office at 10-30; and they y 
will be greeted in the City of F 
London by the Lord Mayor at 
Bankers Trust 1 Appold Street, I e 
London EC2. at 1125. The Queen 
will visit Merrill Lynch. 25 Rope- j 
maker Street. London EC2.ro meet , 
staff working in foreign exchange. ( 
gilts and UK mergers and acquisi- . 

Sons at 1125; and wfll visit Etetra, , 

65 Kingsway. London WC2, to | . 

meet staff arid investee companies , 

at 1220. The Queen and tbe Duke 
pf Edinburgh will attend a lunch- , 
eon given by the Financial Times 
at I Southwark Bridge. London 
SE1. at 1220; and will visit the I 
Bank of England. Threadneedte 
Street. London EC2. and meet me 
Governor and the Monetary Policy 

Committee at 2 20. Laier they will 

give a reception at Buckingham 
palace to recognise the contribu¬ 
tion of the financial services Indus¬ 
try in the City of London at 620. 

I Prince Edward and the Duke of 
Kent will attend. 

The Duke of Edinburgh will visit 1 
Lloyds TSB Bank. 39 Threadnee- 
dle Street and meet those involved 1 
in personal banking, msuranc^ 

business banking and Llayds TSB 

Charitable Foundation and educa¬ 
tion. at 1125; and will visit the | 
1 stock Exchange. Old Broad Street. 
London EC2 at t£lft 
1 Prince Edward wffi attend the 
; Royal Concert ai the Festival Hall 
; at 720. 

1 The Princess Royal, president. 

. Riding for the Disabled Assoaa- 

* 1 don, will attend their National 
c Conference and annual meeting at 
\ the Tyne Theatre. Westgate Road. 

1 Newcastle upon Tyne at 955. 

\ Later, as Chancellor. London Uni- 

l vereiiy. she wiU attend the Founda¬ 
tion Day celebrations at Senate 
House. Male! Street, London WC1. 

- at 6.10. 

The Duke of Gloucester, president. 

* the Britain-Nepal Society, will 
' attend the annual meeting id- 
u 1 lowed by dinner at the Rwal 
£ Nepalese Embassy. 12a Kensing- 

ton Palace Gardens. London W8. 

' at6J0 - - ■ *- 

1 The Duke of Kent will visit the 

■P British Airways Maintenance fadi- 

Z_ ity at Cardiff International Airport 

at 1020; win visit Barry College 
I Maintenance Apprentice School. 

. Colcot Road, Barry, at IMS and 

wiD visit HTV Wales, Culverbouse 

”1 Cross, Cardiff, at 2.00. 

* Princess Alexandra, Pat ron o f dw 

tie Hornsey Trust for Children with 

nd Cerebral Palsy, will visit tl« Cbn- 

be ductive Education Centre. 54 

i I Musweil HilL London N10, at 2.00. 


General Sir Harry Tnzo 
The Queen and the Duke of 
Edinburgh were represented by 
General Sir Michael Walker, who 
also represented the Army Board, 
at a service of thanksgiving for tne 
life of General Sir Harry Turn held 
yesterday in die Chapel of the 
Royal Hospital Chelsea. 

The Duke of Kent was represent¬ 
ed by Mr Nicolas Adamson. 

The Right Rev Peter Non, 
Bishop of Norwich, officiated, 
assisted by the Rev Tom Hiney. 
Chaplain. Rosie Garth wane, 
granddaughter, read / am ready to 
deport by Walter Savage Landor 
and William Garthwaite, grand¬ 
son, read Psalm 84. Field Marshal 
Lord Vincent of Coleshill, Master 
Gunner, St James's Park, also 

representing the Order of dte Bath. 

read die collects. Lord Chalfont 
gave an address. r 

The Rev Alan Bell. Rector of 
Fakenham. was robed and in die 
sanctuary. Lord Bra m al l . KG. 
Lord-lieutenant of Greater Lon¬ 
don. attended- The Commanding 
Officer and All Ranks 1RHA was 
represented by Major RJ- While¬ 
way. Among others present were. 

Laly Tlizo twMowt, S3r Mark and Lady 
Lad* Cillam. Mrs S C F Allen, Ml 

Mr and M« P BuflqO^ CJalfaiL 

Mr John Ganhwaltt and other members a 
the family. 

The Right Va Midud and Mrs Mam. 
Admiral of the Fkn 
Hfll-Norwa Field Mamhal Lvd C®wr, 
Marshal rf the RAF Lon!_and taft 
Badtoy, Lady Vincent of CblesWljjLwd and 
L^y Hastings. Lord 

Lady Cooper. Larfy Olga Maidand. die Ftai 
Sir Nicholas Hdl-Naton. Brigadier Sir 
Jeflrey Dardl. ., , 

Martha! of die RAF Sir Michad and 
I arf y Beedom. Field Marshal Sir Jdtn aml 
sS^Gerwat Sir Martin and La*- 

BKaciaffiM 

SSSKSKSK 

gtfra£ 1 sgT L°g 

General Sir Charles and Lady Hanngion. 


Dinner 

Shrievalty of Greater London 
The Lord-Lieutenant of Greater 
London and Lady Bramall were 

tbe guests at a dinner given in their 

honour by the High Sheriff and 
Mrs John Gough on behalf of me 
Shrievalty of Greater Londonat 
fishmongers' Hall last night. The 
High Sheriff and Lord Bramall, 
KG, were die speakers. Among 
others present woe: 
tanner High Sheriffs and those in 
nomination and immediate past and 
present Under Sheriffs and their ladies. 
General Sir Anthony and Lady Ftirrar- 
Hockley. General Sir ftter and Lady 
de la Billkfe, Mrs Aiuhmiy Everett. Mr 
Thomas Everett and tbe Clok to the 
Lieutenancy and Mrs Cordon-Smith. 


ESSSSS'SSSSgS : 

SStarSMST* 

Pairick Howard-Dobson. 

Air Chief Marshal Sir JJW 
atifif Murshal Sir Lewis and L«ty Hodp«. 
UanemuttGowal Sir James and Lad> 
Baird. Liemenam-Gderal Sir John Rw»- 
arts, liewttnam-Geneial Sir Jam s Wils on. 
UeunnanKjenerai Sir Maura* Winaon. 

Air Marshal Sir Timahy &udm. 
mirai Sr Richard and Lady 
Mqor ■General SirMuiael. WirKr.Sir 
Mcrvyn and Lady Davis, ladj MaynanL 
Sir Mkhad Oswald. Lady McLeod. Srr 
Mated Howard (imernatwnal Insttaa tor 
Strategic Studies), gr Mated WndBiato 
re pr esenting dw Provost and FtlkjM of 
Grid College. Chcfbni). Lady Murray. U<h 
Bares. Lady Sharp. Lad} 1 Ua. Sir ClHt Rcws 
I Royal U rated Soviets lnsnmKl-So_^ 
taS van Snaubenzec. Sir David Hardy 
(Nananal Marimnc MoseumL 

MajorGeneral and Mis J E COnfctgtoi 1 . 

baeaiMAnMt 

WA CangeB. MajorGenend mdMnPi 

T A Richardson. MajwGenoafarf MrsL 
H Hummer. MaiorGenerai G de E L own. 
MajorGeneral and Mrs R Staveley. Major- 
SSSaiSdMm M C M Sreete. .\tgorGer- 
oSrnd Mm PTTower, MjjwGawsj 

and Mrs G H Waddm. MajorGeneral and 

Mrs AC PSmoc. . ,, c 

Brisaiher Miles Rrinhoh. Bngadi g H S 
LancswfffMcKinsey & CraipanyLBnga- 
j F Pain ter iReomenial teretary. 
to-al Anflloy). Brigadier M G ftwebs- 
(director. Rr yai Artflipy) and Vrs 
Dnudas-Witheis. Air Commodore and Mrs 
JK^WfLCotondNorman Dxvres.M*fcr 
Roaarary Wame. Mnj®-and Mrs R M 
Hadfieid. Mr Frank Giles. Mr Trevm 
Evans. Mr Antta^ Bmnow 
Heftier, Mr and Mm P R 
Professor and Mrs N R Burgos. ^ Mr 
Norman Davies. Mrs Bun Noble.Mrs Joan 
Molten. Mn Nigri Hodges. Mr DGarra*. 
Mr David CrArabrumenu. Mrs J w. t 
Doudas-Whhers. Mr F R OoodmauRh. 
Mrsttssa ReinhoU. Mr R G Tooth. Mr 
Dnvid Tooth. 

Mr R CrawtimJ (Imperial J. ar Mto- 
nml. Colonel N G S Gray (Gardeners 
cSnainyl. Mt Michad wy nnfrftu to 

Vinii|X-jr. . (Wrlrt fmVPCrtlt- 


Service luncheon 

Inns of Court and Qt> Yeomaniy 
Queen Elizabeth The Queen Moth¬ 
er, Honorarv Colonel of the Inns of | 
Court and Ciiv Yeomanry, anenri- 
ed a luncheon with serving and 
past officers and warrant ocicers 
yesterdav ai Armourere' Hall, hhe 
was received by Mr John Hale, 
Master of the Company of Armour¬ 
ers & Brasiers. and ihe Eari of 
Limerick, Squadron Honorary 
Colonel and Sponsor Officer of the 
band. 

Reception 

Maritime Foundation 
Countess Mounttanen of Burma. 
Presidem of the Maritime Founda¬ 
tion. presented the 1998 Desmond 
Weoern Maritime Media Aware 
to Mr Michael Evans. Deience 
Editor of 77ie 77mes. at a reception 
held last night on board HQ > 
Wellington. The award sponsors, 
including The Daily Telegraph 
senior naval officers and members 


Mr KJ. Angetini-Hurn j 

Mr and MB Bnnii Angalnn 
HurU. of London. SWT. ana ( 

Rebec*, eldest daughter of \br - 

Charles Deacon, of ^. ewca TTj i 
under-Lyme. Staffordshire- and , 
Mrs David Skinner, of Estoni. 
Portugal. 

Mr J.G. Aoldjo Jamieson 
and Miss S.L. Pym. __,. n ,-d 
The engagement is 
between James, younger son of the 
lare Mr Jem- Jamieson and ot 
Ladv Mari ego kl Jamieson, of 
Chelsea, SW3. and Serena, young¬ 
est daughter of Mr and Mrs Marti" 
pym. of Barnfield. Channa. Kem. 

Mr P.L. Backwcll 
and Miss K-L. Dewar 
Tne eneagemem is announced 
between Peier. vuungest son of Mr 
and Mrs Brian Backvyell. of 
Geelong. Victoria. Australia, anu 
Kaie, second daughter of Mr and 
Mrs Roben Dewar, of London 
SEll- 

Mr P2>- Betts 
and Miss DA Boysen 
The eneagement is announced 
between Paul, son of the late Mr 
and Mrs F.D. Betts, of Chelsea. 
London, and Dagmar. daughter of 
Mr W. Bovsen and Mrs G- 
Boysen. both of Hamburg. 
Germany. 

Mr P- Condi 

and Miss E. Cardwefl Moore 
The engaaemem is announced 
between Philip, younger son of Mr 
and Mrs Leonard Coudt. of 
PIvmpton. Devon, and Emily, 
elder daughter of j L « LUe J iaf !{ 
Colonel and Mrs Patrick Cardwell 
Moore, of Perthshire. Scotland. 

Mr AAV. Friedlein 
and Miss A.K. King 
The enaagemeni is anivjunced 
between' Ashley William. ^Jest 
son of Mr and Mrs FAV. Fnedletn. 
of Wesierfield Court, Ipswich, and 
Annabel Kaie. only daughterot 
Mr and Mrs MJ G. King, of The 
Burv Farm. Hertingfordbun 1 . 

Mr N.C. Howson 
J and Miss D.E. Cooper 

The engagement is announced 
1 between Nicholas Caldna, yaing- 
; er son of Mr and Mrs Richard M. 
J Howson. of Montreal. Canada. 

and Dana Elizabeth, daughter of 
!" Mr and Mrs E. Kirkland Cooper, 
“ of Hamilton. Bermuda. 


Mr R- Matthews 

Sdwws of Windermere, and 
Dyke, of -Arkholme. and 
s^rah. ywngest daughter of Mr 
and Mrs Oliver Turnbull, of 
Sukhum Marker Ireeendy of 
Windermere). 

Mr M. Samios 

and Miss J-M. Codrutgton 

Se engagement is announce 

ieov4n Mfohael. eldest son ofohe 

Se Mr Spiro Samios and of Mm 

Maria Samios. of Bellevue HSl 

Svdney. and Joanna 

ef daughter of Captain and Mrs 

Chrisiopher Codnngton. of 

Wroufihton. Wiltshire- 

Mr J-A- Tolhi*^*. 

and Miss S A- Peart 

The engagement is annotmcal 

__Iiilinn. onlv son of Mr 


Mr C Johnson 


of the media and maritime rnaus- | an| j ^liss S-EJ. Bowden 


(RHA Aswdaiian). Coirad WJJP 
Suinnan. Defence and Secuniy faumj. 
MrE^rumi de WodydiM g" 1 

many other Wend* and fanner coUragues. 


Service dinner 

Royal Auxiliary Air Force 
Air Chief Marshal Sir Richard 
Johns, Chief of the Air Staff, was 

the guest of the Royal Auxiliary Air 

Force Honorary Air Commodore 
and the Inspector RAuxAF lunch¬ 
eon held yesterday at Swire House. 
Air Commodore Sir Adrian Swire 

was the host Air Commodore Lord 

Monro of Langholm, Honorary 
Inspector-General. RAuxAF. pre¬ 
sided-____ 

HM Government 

Mr Peter Mandelson, Secretary of 
State for Trade and Industry, yester¬ 
day presented an Honorary CBE on 
tvMlf of the Queen to Dr Ratal 
William Dee at Admiralty House. 


tries were among those present- i 

Luncheons 

Canada-UK Chamber of 
Commerce 

Dr Conrad Strauss was the guest 
of honour and speaker at a 
luncheon of the Canada-Lnued 
Kingdom Chamber of Commerce 
held vesierdav ai the Savoy Hotel. 
Mr Colin Parsons, president of the 
chamber, was in ihe chair. The 
Deputv High Commissioner for 
Canada and Lord Si John of Bletso 
were among those present. 

The Pilgrims .. 

Sir John Weston, returning Bnnsh 
Ambassador to. ihe United Na¬ 
tions, was the guest of honour at a 

luncheon of The Pilgrims held 
yesterdav at the Reform Club. Mr 
Robert Worcester, chairman, and 
the Hon Peter Jay were the 
speakers. 

Mid-Atlantic Club 
Mr John R- Bolton. Senior \ ice- 
Presidem of the American Enter¬ 
prise Institute for Public Policy 
Research, was the guest of honour 
and speaker at a luncheon giv en kw 
the Mid-Atlantic Club at Dan- 
mouth House yesterday. Mr Wal¬ 
ter Lessing, chairman of (he dub. 
presided. 

Armourers & 
Brasiers’ Company 

The Armourers & Brasiers - Compa¬ 
ny 1998 entrv scholarships to stu¬ 
dents raking "Materials Spenoe de¬ 
grees have seen awarded to Caro- 


The engagement is announced 
between Clive, younger son of 
\lr and Mrs Denis Johnson, of 
Benhvonh. Hampshire, and 
Sarah, daughter of Mr and Mm 
Brian Bowden, of Emsworth. 
Hampshire. 

MrR-LLee 
and Miss H. WHftnall 
The engagement is announced 
between Roger, youngest son of Dr 
Geoffrey Alan Lee and the late 
Mrs Muriel lee. of Thurganon. 
Nottinghamshire, and Helen, only 
daughter of Mr and Mrs Brian 
WTthrtall. of Kirklington. Notting¬ 
hamshire. 

Mr J.H.H. TiDyartI 
and Miss H.P. Scott 
The eneagement is announced 
between James, son of Mr and 
Mrs William Ttllyard. of Dinas 
Pow\s. Glamorgan- and Helen, 
daughter of Mr and Mrs Peter 
Scon, of Staunton-on-Wye. Here- 
I fords hire. 


between Julian, only son or Mr 
5T Mrs WJ. Tolhurst, rf 
Langham Hall. Essa and 
Samantha, daughter of Mr and 
Mrs J.W. Pearl, of Stanford Rivers, 
Essex. 

Mr M. VVbitcombe 

and Miss F. Dimniock 

The engagemeni is announced 

and Mrs Bernard WTutcombe. of 
Maiden. Herefordshire, and 
Freva. youngest daughter of Mr 
Peter Dimmock. of Windlesham 
Park, Surrey, and the late Mrs- 
Dimmock (R)Uy Elwes). 

Mr M. Wood 
and Miss CF. Bourne 
The engagement is announced 
between Miles, eldest son of Mr 
and Mrs John Wood, of Ross on 
Wye, Hereford and Worcester, and 
Clarissa, daughter of Mr and Mrs 
Stephen Bourne, of Lye Green. 
East Sussex. 

Marriages 

Mr J.E.F. Gooriel 
and Miss J. Lowsley-WiJJiams 
The marriage took place on Satur¬ 
day. November 14. at the Parish 
Church of St Mary the Virgin, 
Tetbury. between Mr James Goun- 
et eldest son of Mr and Mrs John 
Gouriet, and Miss Joanna 
Lowslev-Williams. younger daugh¬ 
ter of Mr and Mrs David Lowsley- 

Wiliiams.The Rev John Hawthorne 
officiated. Father Bede Bailey. OP, 
gave the address. 

The bride, who was given in 
marriage by her father, was 
attended by Saskia Robertson, 
Emily. Katie. James and Luke 
Lows ley-Wffliams. Frances Taylor. 
Oscar Dent and John Dem. Mr 
James Cayzer-Colvin was best 


man. 

A reception was held ai.Chave- 
nage, the bride's home and the 
honeymoon is being spent tit' 
Scotland. 

Mr N.S. Molden 
and Miss H.E. Wbiticar 
The marriage took place on Satur¬ 
day. November 7. at Winchester 
Cathedral, of Mr Nick Molden. 
eldest son of Dr and Mrs Nigel 
Molden. of Jordans. Buckingham¬ 
shire. to Miss Helen Whitwar. 
elder daughter of Mr and Mra 
Jonathan Whiticar. of Winchester. 
Hampshire. The Rev Dr Peter 
Lippiett officiated. 

The bride, who was given in 
marriage by her father, _ was 
attended by Miss Rebecca Whiticar, 
Miss Charlotte Woodhouse and 
Alice Woodhouse. Mr Simon 
Molden was best man. 


Robert Smith and Mepnen tuppm 
(University of Wales. Swansea!. 
Marie Bott and Clint 
[Sheffield Hallam .University) and 
Michael Cowley (Birmingham Um- 
versify). 

The company's Materials Scienc e 
Research Bursaries have been 
awarded to James Chishol m ftnd 

s&ssxttBSast- 

sity). 


Anniversaries 

BIRTHS: Carl Maria von Weber, 
composer. Eutin. Germany. 178b; 
Louis Jacques Daguerre, painter 
and pioneer of photography. Cor- 
meilles. France, 1789; Sir waUam 
Giibea collaborator with Sir 
Arthur Sullivan in the Savoy 
operas. London. 1836; George Gal¬ 
lup. pioneer of public opinion 
polls. Jefferson. Iowa. 1901: Sir 
Alec Issigonis, designer of the Mini 
car. Smyrna, Turkey. 1906. 
DEATHS: Reginald Pole, Arch- 
, bishop of Canterbury 1556-58, Lon¬ 
don. 1558: Charles Heath, engrav¬ 
er. London. I84& Captain George 
Manby. inventor of lifesaving 
apparatus, at sea. Yarmouth, 1854; 
Edward Forbes, naturalist. 
Wardic, near Edinburgh. 1854: 
Oiester Arthur. 21st American 
President 1881-85. New York. 1886; 


Marcel Proust, novelist Pans. 
1922; Thomas Ftiwer O'Connor, 
journalist and politician. London. 
1929: Walter Hermann Nemst 
physicist Nobel laureate 192ft 
Muskau. Germany. 1941: John 
Watson, Australia's 1st Labour 
Prime Minister 1904. Sydney. 1941; 
Paul Eluard, poet, Charenton-le- 
POnL 1952; NhHs Bohr, physicist 
Nobel laureate 1922. Copenhagen. 
1962: Man Ray. photographer, 
painter and filmmaker. 1976. 
William Caxton issued his first 
dated, printed book, 1477. 

St Peter’s Church in Rome was 
consecrated. 1626. 

A fire at King's Cross, the worst m 
the history of the London Under¬ 
ground. lolled 31 people. KKJ7. 

The British hostage Terry Waite 
was released by the pro-Iranian 
Islamic Jihad for the liberation ot 
Palestine, 1991. 


PERSONAL 


ALENCAR - On Ncrvembw 
13th at The Portland n TO TIT'S 

Hospital to Ana Beatrix UUtina __ 

(ntie Famandas Caatrol 
and Aim. a daughter. 

Tlciana. SCOTT-HEVtfTTT - On 

CARDOE-On 9th November November 15th at The 

to Roaie (neti Pack) and Portland HoipUal to Vicki 

Nicholas, a son. Louis and Tony, a daughter, 

Christian James, a brother Esme Florence, 
for Charlie. 

COLLYNS - On November 6th - On November 

to Locy Conahurzaanu 10 th at The Portland 

Bayly. a son. Robert Hospital to Gail Rolfe and 

Andres. _ Gavin Spencer, a 

COOMBE-TENNAtfT - On 30th daogbter. Georgia Elolso. 

October 1998. to Sue (ntie 

18th l99 8. t o Mari«»- AU c« 19 B 8 . a stater far SophU. 

(ode LkUzIo) ana_ 

Richard, a son. Henry. n ri .nmnhnr 

. 1.11 Tuviro On UNDERHaJ.-On Novemoer 

"sasgafee-. -saasat. 

EUzaMU. Frances aod Urauia. 

' HENRY-On November 11th. 

1998. to Sybtne tnde de __ _ , 


SCOTT4tEWnr-On_ 
November LSth at Tbe 
Portland Hospital to Vicki 
and Tony, a daughter, 
Esme Florence. 

SP Bie a i - On November 
10 th at The Portland 
Hospital to Gail Rolfe and 
Gavin Spencer, a 
daughter, Georgia Elotaa. 


Rogers) and Graham have I 
great fay in announcing 
the birth of Victoria Emily 
Rose, on 8th November 
1908. a staler far Sophia. 

UNDERHflJ.- On November 
10th 1998 to Nhiatnte 
Grunfeld) and Nicholas, a 
son. Thomas William PauL 
a brother for Mi c hael 
Frances and Ursula. 


DEATHS 

BEALE - Colin Langsford 
after a brief Ulnam and a 

futt and happy Ufadiod 
November 7th aged 85. 
Greatly loved husband of 
Sue arm the late Muriel 
ln6e Dlghj). loyal wd 
loving father to John. 
Robert, Elisabeth and 
Alison and derated 
grandfather to their eleven 
children and step- 
cUUnn. Cremation 
Service Tor family only 
will be fallowed by a 
Service of Thanksgiving tn 
St Peter's Church, 
Tiverton, Devon on Friday 
November Mthat 220 pm. 
No mourning. Family 

flowers only please, but 

donations toChttdrene 
Hospice South Wert c/o 
Cross A Beale 16a, Fora 
Street. Tiverton. Devon 
EX16 6LH. 

BLAftoY - Bridget Elvira 
Into UddeU). aged 90 


da CX»TA - Robert, widower 
of Janie, died peacefully 
on 16th November at 
Honeywood House ' 
Norstog Home. Loving 
father of Chris, Jenny. 
Nicky and grandfather to 
many. Funeral service 
Friday 20th November at 
Holy Trinity Church 
Kodgewlck. West Sussex 
at 220pm. 


DOUGHTY - Dennis William, 
died on November lflth 
1998. at Cettenbam Court 
Nursing Home. Much 
hwed end missed by his 
wife and family. Requiem 
at St. Edmund* 

College Chapel 
Cambridge, on Saturday 
November 21« at 2.00 pm. 


FARGHER-Mary.tntio 
Weald), dearly loved wife 
i of Richard, died peacefully 
In her steep on Saturday 
November 14th 1998 aged 
SO years. Service and 
Interment at Wolvercote 
Cemetery. Banbury Road. 
North Oxford on Thursday 
November 19th at 2^0 pm. 
Family dowers only 
please, donations If 
desired in aid of Help The 
Aged, may be sent c/o 
Reeves £ Pain. 19 Fairfax 
Centre. Kldlington. 
Oxford. OX5 ZPB. 


GRIFFIN - Thomas (FAC.S.) 

ss^ssaa.-- 

father of Janas, Valmw, 

Richard and Anne. Service 
ai All Saint* Church. 
North Ferriby on Tuesday 
November 24th at 2pm, 
followed by cremation at 
the Haheraprioe 
Crematorium, Wlllerby at 
3pm. Donations In lieu of 
ffewen to H» British Red 
Cron Society may be mb* 
c/o Robert A Draw & Son. 
78 Main Street. Wlllerby. 
HU10 6BZ 


LME - Sir David, on 16th 
November 1998. at Arthur 
Rank Houae. Cambridge, 
aged 76. Much loved by 

Sriay-Anne. sous Aadrew 
and Jonathan (Jon), family 
and many friends. 

Formerly MP for 
Cambridge and Chairman 
of Commission for Racial 
Equality. Funeral on 
Tuesday 24th November. 
12 JW.alStMaiy*e 

Virgin. Great Soelford. 
Cambridge. No flowere 
please; donations if 
desired to WnterAId. 
prince Consort House. 27 

- 29 Albert Embankment. 

London SE17UB. 
Thanksgiving service to be 


Vilkmfagne de 
Voyelsapck) and Julian, a 

son. Oil ver Wtfliam 

Needham, a brother for 
Elinor and Lauza- 

HOLDSI - On 30th OcMber 

to Patricia and Richard, a 
daughter. Anuo-CIairo 
Elizabeth, a slater for 
Jeremy and Edward. 

jEMONS-O n November 

16 th 1998. to Jane and 
Patrick, a daughter. On 

Louise Hope, a stater for 
Lucy and Calum. 

lAVmirSMfm - On 2Sth 
October to Brenda (nde 

Mavtlng) and lan. a son, 

w ini«n Andrew Francis. 

MAY SOMBtVRJLE - Ch> 

November 12th toAane 

(D^eFrasarikpdWfflram. 

a da««htor, PhiUpP®- 
SAUL- On November 15th 

“atTbe Pordaud Ho«pi“i 

to iris Inde 

Derek, a soo. William, b 

brother for Virginia. 


WHELAN-On 14 th 
November 1998 at Princess 
Anne. Hampshire, to 
Alison <n4e Tredray) and 
Charles, a son. Conor 
Michad. 


DEATHS _ 

BECKER - Lean S. an 13th 
November 1998 after a 


Abrahams, Linda. Carole 
and bis many friends and 
colleagues. Funeral will 
take piece oo the 19th 
November 1998atGoldara 
Green Crematorium, Hoop 
Lane.NWllatll.45au 
(East Chapelt. No flowers, 
but Lf desired, donations 
may be sent fa the 
Imperial Cancer Research 
Fund. 


Saturday, 14th November, 
at Tbe Royal Sonny 
County Hospital. 

Guildford, after a short 

illness. Deariy faved by 
hardanghters Martha and 
Camilla, her live 
Drnndchildren and so 
many friends. A Sendee of 
Thanksgiving will be hdd 

at Sr. Margaret-* Church. 
Cotes Lane, Ockley, Surrey 
at 12 pm on Thureday asm 
November. Family Bowers | 
only, please, bat 
donations, if desired, to 
Cianlelffa Cottage 
Hospital Leone of 
Friende-os-MOH 
Charitable Fund 1C Unit, 
c/o Cranfaigh Funerals. 
Cranial gh- 

CAMPBaj. OF tNVStNEU. - 
CoUn.on 12tb November 
at Waltham. Maas., US A. 
iged 85- 

COMPTON MHJLB1 - Mary 
tnde Baird-Smith), 
davoted widow «»f Sir John 
and beloved mother of 
Sylvia and Richard, died 
peacefully on 17th 
November 1998, aged 84. 


Church Over. Frs«aaa 
welcouM aftarwarda at tbe 
family home 


DROVER - On Novoiber 

15th peaoefuUy after a 
fang Ulnesa. Charles 
Bertram DnwrTJ). 
FAES. A much loved 
father, stop-father a nd 
husband. FuneraL2.<wpm 
Tuesday 24th November, 
Bournemouth 
Crematorium. Family 
flowers only. Donation! II 
desired to The Sue Ryder 
Heme Nettlobed. Oxon- c/o 
Colin Hayley Funeral 

Directors, 257 Lymingtoo 


BPHK*-On November 
16 th 1998. praprftilly.G. 
Maurice Emhick of 
Faraham. Service of 
Thanksgiving at St 
Thomas nn-Tha Bou rne 
Church. Fenfaam. Surrey, 
on Toeeday November 

24th at 12 noon. DonatfaM 

far the British Heart 

Foundation to Thorne- 

iss&nsffiss- 

9AR. 


GIBSON - Donald Jeffrey 
MBE. Order of the Crown 
of Thailand. On 14th 
November 1998. In Chlang 
Mai, Thailand egad 78. 
Brioved husband of 
TuanUt and the late Mary 
(nde Emadan). A much 
loved and respected 
brother, father and 
grandfather who will be 
mined by his family and 
many friends around the 
world. 


OOLHBOWSH - Adam, 

Vlrtuti MBltarL FRCS, on 
November 15th 1998. aged 
84 peacefully at hcane after 
a short Hi™**- Formerly 
Consultant Thoracic 

ssaaggM-. 

mke place on Friday 20th 
November 9.30am at Sl 
T homas Mare WC Ctech. 
West Mailing, fallowed by I 
a committal at Viutere 
park Crematorium. 

Maidstona. Flowers or 
donations to tba Stroke 
Amoelatian can be sent c/o 
vSerandSomLtd.54 
High Street. Weat Mailing, 
bn. 0173Z 842485, 


tMatawreet-Wllianiy. unryaNNON - On November 
U1Q 6BZ iflth. Peacefully at bon» 

Hugh aged 89. Husband of 

__ _ . the&te Diana. Father of 1 

HArKXXWT^WffiStra-John Grandfather of 

NlgaU MD Cantab FRC Caroline. Joanna and 

P/Tni. on Saturday. 14th David. Funeral at St 
November 1998. suddenly Church, Newdlgafa 

at Bromley Hospital-So Tuesday November 

SSiElSS^ 

and sons Julian and Adam. —jahod for St Petearh 
Funeral Service, church c/o Shorlockv. 

Wednesday 25th Trellis Home. Dorking 

November ai 12 noon at St rh4 2ES- 

iaiyiChurch, Kingswood -moy. inn Daere. Much 

^Ssssja*- 

y a^ jSsg 1 SstssStt 

^o H. Copeland & Son. 9 clifton College, died 

WT^SFiSI 650 2295. 

Friday November 20th No 
nowBrs, but donations to 
1SEPH - Profemor Jade the RNL1 plenee. 

Joseph MD (Glasgow), DSc Thanksgiving service to be 

(London), FRCpG. annomwed. 

ffiCSLT (Loudon). moss - GeoH. on 13th 

formerly Ruder, and November 1998. Funeral 

Pro f es s or of Anatomy, Sarvioe at Charing Parish 

Gtreh Hospital Medical at 1000am on 

School. London. Friday 20th November. 

him on Novemoer iouj 


Bromley. Family flowere 
only. Donations if desired 
to Oncology Fund (RCO 
H. Copeland & Son. 9 
Bromley Rond. 

Beckenham, Kant BR3 
5 NT. Teh 0181 650 2295. 

jOSB>H - Professor Jndc 
Joseph MD (Glasgow). DSc 
(London), FRCOG, 
FRCSLT (London), 
formerly Reader, and 
Pro f e ss or of Anatomy, 
Guyh Hospital Medical 
ScbooL London, . _ 


1988. He will be sorely 
missed by his beloved 
wife. eons, g rand c hi ldren 
and stows. No flowere 
please, but donations if 
desired to the Friends of 
Guyh Hospital, to Marie 
Corio Cancer Care or to 
the North London 
Hospice. Donations and 

ooqulries to Levertoajimd 

Son* Ltd. 0181 455 4992. 


WithyboshHospitsL 

Funeral at St le maelh 
Uzmsston on Saturday 
November 21st at 230 pm. 
Family flowers only. 

Donations to the Central 

American Countrim 

Disaster Fund c/o TM 

Manager. Barclays Bank 
PLCHtverioKlvtd 
PombrSeehire SABI 2YA- 


ROOWaL - On November ! 
15th 1998. Sibyl Romhe-at 
Abbeyview Nursing Home, 
Sherborne, aged 94 years. 
Youngest surviving 
daughter of tbe late 
Brigadier General Ernest 
Hunter Rodwell CB- 
Holbrook. Ipswich and 
dearly loved sister of John 
of Sturminater Newton, 
Doreen. Funeral Service at 
All Saints Church, 

Martock, Somerset, on 
Monday November 23rd at 
lL30am followed by 
interment at All Saints 
Church, Holbrook, 

KSS-SSSSSffi" 

Sherborne or donations u 
desired to the Guardians 
of Martock Church, c/o 

HiSS* 5 ”' 

SHAW - Dorothy Margaret 

(Dot) very peacefully on 
November 14th 1998 aged 
9L Loving mother of 

Caroline and Hilary and 
adoring grandmother of 
Dominique. Jason and 
Leonle. Service of 
T hanksgi ving at St. 

Nicholas Church, Pjrrfard 
on Friday 27th November 
at 12.30pm. Donations in 
lieu of floret- nude 
payable to Friends of St. 
Nicholas Church. Pyrfard 
c/o G Bout ell & Son. 50 
High Road. Byfleet. 

Surrey. KT14 7QL. Tel: 
01932 345027. 

STUART-On lltb 
November, suddenly in 
Ottawa, William James 
Harrison CD. CapL RCN 
(rat'd), former Director 
t-awn-Hnn rvi a s t Guard, 
aged 75. Son of the late 
Cipt. Ronald NjUStuart 

VC. DSO. RD. RNR and 

B^OTedhtubanf^f Ruth 

mul the tote Margarm 

a*:sBEfiBstr of 

in Canada-DooatiOH If 

desired to Imperial Cancrn 

Research Fund and British 
„ Heart Foundation. 


SIMON - Margot neaceiuuy 
on 17th November. Widow 
of Ronald. Greatly loved 
and loving mother, step¬ 
mother, grandmother and 


IN MEMORIAM - 
PRIVATE 


g-arS-*— •sssaatue 

sa=™g!ft 

gWW.y.Al.on.Ifa.U. ^ 

STARK - Patrick, on 15th Anne. A wonderful caring 

November, beloved daughter and sister to 

husband of Maryan, father Richard, Sarah and FredL 
of David. Andrew. William Mother of Emma and 
anil Thomas; grandfather Sophie and grandmother 

of Richard, Edward. of Thomas mid Tabitha. 

Harriet and Jessica; DAVID - You are always In 

brother of Jean Buchanan. my thoughts, mtoa you. 
Funeral 2JD0pm Friday Love always Stephanie. 

“P 1 * 1 “ l SL FAIRER-SMfTH - In memory 

Bryouch's. Dims 0 f John who died on 18 

Pembrokeshire. Family November 1997. Greatiy 

TWANVA^fc. 15th G^^b^ a 2fa i * ,ei 

November. Ray beloved Owen. Robert anti 

husband of April and 
father of Simon. Judy and 

Tim. At SL Christophers maddi afire 

Hospice. Sydenham. MARRIAGES 

peacefully and with 

dignity after a brave fight MORTON-HOLMES - Lee and 
against cancer. Family Nicole Miller, daughter or 

flow ora only, donations Mr and Mrs Mitchell 

may be made to RAF Miller, are to be married 

Benevolent Fond. on Saturday November 

Enquiries to JJ8. 21st at Oak Creek Canyon. 

Shakespeare. Tel: 0181 688 Sedoua, Arizona. 

1447. 

WAUAKER-Edward -- 

William. (TedI aged 8S BIRTHDAYS 

veers. Diedpearafullyat 

fanmetmtbeUth happv snttadar « . ™ 

November 1W8. after a OLAF.FaadMkmAafflM. 

short illness. He will be *■" — _ . _~ - 

sadly missed by his wife. £ 

Edith, and his daughters SSStSEJftSSffi'S 

Sylvia and Janice and his 

four grandchildren. Also . 

his much beloved six WAMTPfl 

great-grandchildren. Ho Wm ^ cu ; 

was a Freeman of the City 

of London. Gold and w a C PSti pm l 

Silver Wyre Drawers, and 
nx-Deputy Chairman of — 

the Britannia Building POPtD TAcW iti y nduMd. 

Society. Funeral at St ST , tlS£a22f!Jl l »^?£L I 

Andrews Church. St. ^ - 

Andrew 1i Road. Surbiton. 
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Obituaries 


Sir David Lane, former chairman 
of the Commission for Radal 
Equality and Conservative MP for 
Cambridge, 1967-76. died on 
November 16 aged 76. He was 
bora on September 24.1922. 

D avid Lane was the first 
chairman of the Commis¬ 
sion for Racial Equality 
(CRE), a body which was 
established by the Labour Govern¬ 
ment in 1976 to combine the functions 
of the Race Relations Board and the 
Community Relations Commission. 
The aim of the new body was to make 
more efficient the work of its two 
predecessors in trying to improve 
race relations not only between 
immigrant and indigenous communi¬ 
ties. but between immigrant commu¬ 
nities themselves. The promise was 
that the CRE would have greater, 
more concentrated power than its 
predecessors, and that a whole range 
of issues, from consultation with 
community leaders to the investiga¬ 
tion of racial discrimination practices 
whether in the workplace or society 
at large, would be tackled more 
vigorously than they had been before. 

Though a Conservative — a party 
at that time seen as being [ess 
sympathetic to ethnic communities 
and their problems than the Labour 
Party — Lane was as well qualified 
for his task as any. As a constituency 
worker he had lived in North 
Kensington and had seen the effects 
of the Notting Hill race riots at dose 
quarters. As a junior minister in the 
Conservative Government of 1970-74 
he had been responsible for race 
relations. 

Yet when he left his post in 1982 
both he and his organisation were 
under a cloud. In 1981, under a 
successor Conservative Government 
which was by nature suspicious of 
anything that smacked of the quan¬ 
go. an all-party Home Affairs Com¬ 
mittee had delivered a stinging report 
on the CRE and the way it was run. 
Although Lane had come to the 
natural end of his period of tenure, it 
was widely felt that he would have 
remained in his post had the report 
not criticised him and his work so 
bitterly. 

David William Stennis Stuart 
Lane was educated at Eton where he 
was a scholar and member of die 
cricket XI. He left Eton to go up to 
Cambridge where he read Classics. 
But war soon intervened and at the 
end of his first year he volunteered 
for the Royal Navy. Joining as an 
ordinary seaman, he subsequently 
obtained a commission and served 
until tiie end of the war in the 
Mediterranean and the Atlantic. 

In 1945 he returned to Cambridge 
where he finished his degree, taking 
first class honours in Parts land II of 


SIR DAVID LANE 



Lane in 1977: he won the confidence of black community leaders 


the Classical Tripos. After gradua¬ 
tion he spent a year at Yale 
University, doing research as a 
Henry Rind Fellow. 

In 1948 he joined the British Iron 
and Steel Confederation and. after a 
period at the Administrative Staff 
College at Henley-on-Thames, be¬ 
came its Secretary in 1956. In the 
meantime he had been called to tire 
Bar by the Middle Temple in 1955. 
From 1959 to 1967 Lane was em¬ 
ployed at a senior level by the Shell 
International Petroleum Company. 

Lane entered politics as a volun¬ 
tary constituency worker, holding 
various posts in the North Kensing¬ 
ton Conservative Association, includ¬ 
ing that of constituency chairman 
from 1961 to 1962. Living, as he did. in 
this constituency, he came face to face 
with racial problems and the first 
major eruption of violence at Notting 
Hill in 1958. Later, in the general 
election of 1964, he contested the 


Labour constituency of Lambeth 
VauxhalJ. where there was a substan¬ 
tial blade immigrant community. 

Lane contested Cambridge as the 
Conservative candidate in the 1966 
general election. Although he was 
narrowly defeated, he was elected to 
Parliament for the consituency a year 
later, at a by-election following the 
sudden death of the Labour MP 
Robert Davies. He represented Cam¬ 
bridge in the House of Commons 
until, in die autumn of 1976. he 
became chairman-designate of the 
Commission for Radal Equality. 

From 1972 until 1974 Lane was 
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of 
Stale at the Home Office, with spedal 
responsibility for race relations. In 
this post, his previous experience in 
North Kensington, where he contin¬ 
ued to live, and in Vainhall. proved 
to be of great value. 

In the late 1960s and the early 1970s 
the Conservative Party was, rightly 


or wrongly, regarded by ethnic 
immigrants as being less sympathet¬ 
ic to their problems than the Labour 
Party.‘In 1972 and 1973 Lane was 
heavily involved in the task of 
resettling East African Asians with 
British passports who had been 
summarily expelled from Uganda by 
Idi Amin. He won the confidence of 
the community leaders of the ethnic 
minorities of all races in Britain, 
whDe not in any way forfeiting the 
respect of his fellow Conservatives in 
Parliament 

Lane fully supported the Race 
Relations Act of 1976, which tough¬ 
ened the penalties for unfair discrimi¬ 
nation and then amalgamated the 
Race Relations Board and the Com¬ 
munity Relations Commission into 
the Commission for Radal Equality. 
Although Lane's appointment to the 
post of chairman of the new body by 
the Home Secretary. Roy Jenkins, 
caused same surprise in certain 
quarters, he was well fined for this 
new role. Nevertheless he was aware 
that to accept this appointment 
would mean resignation from his 
parliamentary seat and die end of his 
political career. Not surprisingly he 
cogitated for a week before accepting. 

A lean and wiry man. Lane made it 
dear from the start that he was a 
tough and determined realist rather 
than a well-meaning liberal. But in 
the very nature of the beast his 
stewardship was dogged by prob¬ 
lems from the start There was 
controversy about the first attempts 
to fill posts in die commission, with 
complaints from the black communi¬ 
ty that there had been inadequate 
consultation about top appointments. 
At the same time Lane was subjected 
to a barrage of abuse — letters and 
phone rails — from white racists. 

Legislation to empower the CRE to 
conduct formal investigations into 
the practices of particular organisa¬ 
tions also attracted critidsm. This 
came both from white conservatives 
who objected to what they saw as the 
interference of do-gooding nosey- 
par kers. and from the ethnic commu¬ 
nities who felt that additional powers 
given to the CRE would restrict their 
aUfity to run their social organistions 
as best suited their customs and 
traditions. 

The police, too, had their say. 
James Anderton, then Chief Consta¬ 
ble of Greater Manchester made a 
widely pubtidsed call for the disman¬ 
tling of Britain's "outmoded and 
expensive” race relations machinery. 
Individual politicians, especially 
those of the Right, continually criti¬ 
cised the CRE for straying from its 
remit of race relations into the 
political arena. 

But more damaging than any of 
these accusations was the feeling 
that, whatever mistakes it made in 


carrying out its remit (and. given the 
colossal tasks facing it, it could 
hardly be blamed for that}, the CRE 
could not even keep its own house in 
order. From 1979 onwards there were 
infernal dashes arising from the new 
Conservative Government's immigra¬ 
tion policies, leading to legal argu¬ 
ments Over whether the commission 
had the right to investigate the 
Immigration Service. In 1980. amid 
damaging publicity, four blade and 
Asian commissioners lost tbeir jobs 
on the CRE 

At the same time there was a 
growing feeling that the CRE was 
becoming top-heavy on bureaucracy 

and that its achievements — in terms 
of awarding grants for community 
projects, supporting ethnic sports 
dubs, contributing funds to interna¬ 
tional conferences — were becoming 
increasingly cost-ineffective. In April 
1981. Charles Boxer, the CRE's 
director of community affairs and 
liaison, resigned, claiming that Lane 
could not understand the CRES own 
reports and hardly ever acted on 
them. 

M atters came to a head 
that year when a 

House of Commons in¬ 
quiry into the CRE 

reported that ft had totally failed to 
do anything effective with the legal 
powers that had been granted to it; 
that in four years it had only 

completed a quarter of the reviews 
and investigations it had initially 
announced — and that they were the 
least important ones. The commit¬ 
tee’s final observation was that, 

overall the CRE was incompetent 
and wasteful. 

Lane fought back at his critics, 
accusing them of being politically 
motivated and deliberately unsympa¬ 
thetic to file complexities and magni¬ 
tude of tiie CRE's problems. Never¬ 
theless, he retired from his post in the 
following year and was knighted in 
1983. 

It was not the end of his involve¬ 
ment in race relations. His advice 
continued to be sought on radal 
problems and when, in 1987. the 
Conservative Home Secretary. Doug¬ 
las Hurd, announced a spedal 
independent inquiry into the radal 
equality programme in schools in the 
London Borough of Brent Lane was 
chosen to visit the borough to sound 
out parents and governors. 

In re tire me n t he also continued 
active in his local church and in 
youth work. From 1982 to 1987 he was 
chairman of the National Association 
of Youth Clubs. He continued to play 
cricket and always enjoyed a round 
of golf. 

In 1955 Lane married Lesley Anne 
Mary Qauson. She and two sons 
survive him. 


ALGIS 

ZHURAITIS 


Algis Zhuraitis, conductor of 

the Bolshoi Ballet died in 
Moscow on October 25 aged 
70. He was born in 

Lithuania on July 27,1928. 

THE bade of Algis Zhuraitis's 
head, with its mass of dark, 
wavy hair, became a welcome 
sight to audiences in Britain 
and elsewhere around the 
world as he took his place in 
the orchestra pit to conduct a 
performance by the Bolshoi 
Ballet His presence ensured 
not only that the music would 
provide wonderfully effective 
support for the evening's danc¬ 
ing but that it would also 
match it in quality. 

The Bolshoi Theatre in Mos¬ 
cow has long had a strong 
tradition of exceptional play¬ 
ing for its ballet When the 
Russian company made its 
first visit to the West in 1956, it 
was the blind veteran conduc¬ 
tor Yuri Faier who shared the 
acclaim with the ballerina 
Galina Ulanova at the historic 
opening performance of 
Prokofiev’s Romeo and Juliet. 
and his direction of the Covent 
Garden Orchestra in more 
familiar scores during the 
course of the season was a 
revelation after their frequent¬ 
ly lacklustre showing for the 
Royal Ballet. 

Nor was Faier alone in 
achieving these high stand¬ 
ards. He alternated that sea¬ 
son with the young Gennadi 
Rozhdestvensky, making his 
London debut and when the 
even younger Zhuraitis joined 
them on the Bolshoi music 
staff soon afterwards, he did 
not let down the standard 
either. 

Born in Raseinyai in Lith¬ 
uania, Algis Martselovich 
Zhuraitis had graduated from 
the piano class of the Vilnius 
Conservatory in 1950 and had 
made his debut as a conductor 
at the Vilnius Opera the follow¬ 
ing year. A further year on, 
however, he moved to Moscow, 
becoming conductor of the 
Radio Symphony Orchestra 
and also attending N. P. Anos¬ 
ov's conducting classes at the 
Moscow Conservatory. 

His appointment to the 
Bolshoi staff came in I960, and 
over the years he was to direct a 
vast repertoire of both opera and 
ballet, as well as making regular 
appearances with symphony or¬ 
chestras around the world. 


It was for his work with 
ballet, however, that he be¬ 
came most widely known and 
admired. Besides the standard 
repertoire, he cooperated with 
many choreographers on the 
preparation and premieres of 
their creations. 

In particular, he worked 
with the long-term "tsar" of 
the Bolshoi Ballet, Yuri Grigor- 
ovich. on his new version of 
Swan Lake, on Ivan the 
Terrible to music by 
Prokofiev, on Angara . a mod¬ 
ern subject with a score by 
Andrei Eshpai. and on a new 
treatment of Romeo and Juli¬ 
et mounted for the Ballet of the 
Paris Opera and subsequently 
transferred to Moscow. 

Notable among the many 
other new productions with 
which Zhuraitis was associat¬ 
ed in his career were Golei- 



zovsky’s Scriabiniana, the ear¬ 
ly Spartacus staged by Leonid 
Jacobson. Oleg Vinogradov's 
well-regarded historical dra¬ 
ma Asel to music by V. Vlas¬ 
ov. Maris Liepa’s reconstruc¬ 
tion of Le Spectre de la Rose, 
Vladimir VasilieVs Icarus 
(with music by Sergei Slonim- 
sky) and the Prokofiev Lieuten¬ 
ant Kizhe, choreographed by 
Olga Tarasova and Alexander 
Lapauri. These and many 
others demanded from the 
conductor mastery of an ex¬ 
tremely wide range of musical 
idioms and styles, and 
Zhuraitis gave every 
appearance of relishing the 
challenge. 

Zhuraitis was awarded the 
title People’s Artist of the 
Russian Republic in 1976. He 
is survived by his wife, the 
distinguished soprano Elena 

Obrachkova. 
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PUBLIC NOTICES 



Environment 

Agency 


SALMON AND FRESHWATER RSHERBS ACT 1975 
WATER RESOURCES ACT-lOT 
BMRONMBWTACriSK 

mnRommr agemcy rshboes byelaws 
Nodes '» hereby gtan tfati the Envkorment Agency 
intends to appty aJar 29th Decamber 1S98 to the 
MMstaral Aptaultura. Rnharien end Food and the 
3 e cra l a H> of Slate for Wata tor c la fr i n aM Q n erf P ywftww 
made inter ite Water Resources Act 1991 ee n endad 
by the En v ironment Act 1895 In rotation to: 


1. A delay to 1*1 June in the opening of the nte fishing 
eeeson tor saknon end ntispatoy trotf (see trout). 

2. The reetriclicn of hook sba^ number and design for 

salmon and migratory Irout angling. 


a The htnxluclion of manclafory catcfi and natease by 
anglers of afl na fmon before 18to June. 

4. Resrtcao n a on die use of natural bate for salmon 
angBng (but no! migra to ry trout} before IStti June. 


5. ThetfmelknJtofIDyeeniduringeWcfithese 
byBbws w9 apply. 

Copies of Ihe Byelaws have been de p o site d at the 
offices of the Agency at the addresses shown here »d 
wtf be open to kispeetion free of ct«ge ftum Monday 
to Friday durtig normal office hous from Ihe dele of 
pubBcadon of this notioe until 29th December 1998. 
Dicing me same period a copy of the 6yehm« a* be 
ufipded by these offices on demand tree of charge Id 
any person. 

Any person who wtshes to object to the con fl nnaaon of 
the above Byelaws must send a mamment of that' 
objection In writing to 

Tim AfMster at Apfcrtw* fisflerfes and Foott (Salmon 
Byelamt), Hoorn 30B. Nobel Horn 17 Smith Square, 
London SNIP 3JR or to Ur 6 Pwryman (Saftnan 
Byetars), Welsh Offlc* Apicultin Department 2C. 
Cuthays Park. Canttf CF1 3N0 to be reedved no later 
than 29th December 1998 and must send a copy of the 
statement of objection to 7he fisheries Officer $afrnnn 
Byelaws), Environment Agency, Rio Hou ee, We terskiB 
Drive. Azloc West Atnondsbury. Bristol BS32 4UD. 

RCNavarro 

Daector of Legal Services 
Hoad Office 

Rio House, Watetehte Drive 
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Manley House. Keetm way 
Exeter EX2 7UO 

Mdtands Region 
Sapphire East 
550 Streetsbrook Road 
Salhfl 
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Rtchard Faflctough House 
Knutslard Hoad 
Warrington WA4 1HG 
Environment Agency, Wales 

Rivers House 
S Manors BusinfiSS Parti 
St MeBoriS. Carififf CF3 OLT 


MAJOR-GENERAL HARRY OWEN 



Owen: relished die varied challenges of Anny legal work 


MajorGeneral Harry 
Owen. CB. Director of Army 
Legal Services, 1969-7L and 
Chairman of the NHS 
Medical Appeals Tribunal 
1972-84, died on October 26 
aged 87. He was born on 
July 17.1911. 

HAD war not been declared in 
1939. Harry Owen might well 
have begun his intended legal 
career very differently. He had 
taken a degree in philosophy 
at University College, Bangor, 
in 1934 and had completed his 
training as a solicitor in early 
1939. But with war clouds 
gathering, he accepted an 
emergency commission in The 
Queen's Own Cameron High¬ 
landers, with whom he served 
for three years before joining 
the military department of foe 
office of the Judge Advocate 
General in 1943. 

At the end of the war he did 
much work on preparation of 
papers for trials by British 
military courts of war crimi¬ 
nals, including those arising 
from foe notorious Ravens- 
bruck concentration camp. 

His early service on the 
JAG’s staff was with the 
Canadians, with 21st Army 
Group and in West Africa 
Command before going out to 
the Middle East and then East 
Africa Command, where he 
was granted a regular com¬ 
mission after the war. He 
undertook many court-martial 
prosecutions and proved him¬ 
self to be a fair-minded prose¬ 
cutor, if one with terrier-like 
persistence. 

His decision to stay on in the 


Army instead of returning to 
his original career was surpris¬ 
ing to some. He was a quiet, 
devoted family man. always 
courteous, with a nice sense of 
humour. He was also extreme¬ 
ly thorough, with an eye for 
detail. He had a reputation, 
which even in old age he never 
lost of being a dapper in¬ 
dividual whose turnout was 
always immaculate, with a 
touch of individualistic origin¬ 
ality about it His well-tailored 
battle dress, for instance, was 


of a shade of green not worn 
by other officers of the Army 
Legal Services. 

His reason for not returning 
to civilian practioe was simple: 
he had enjoyed the wide 
challenges he had experienced 
during the war and in its 
immediate aftermath. Staying 
on in the Army Legal Services, 
he took part m the many crises 
during the withdrawal from 
Empire and foe development 
of the Cold War. 

He served in the Middle 


East, 1947-50; Austria. 1952-53; 
the Far East, I960 h 62; and 
BAOR, 1962-67. Promoted brig¬ 
adier in 1965, he exercised a 
firm and thoroughly profes¬ 
sional command of all 
BAOR’s legal staffs at a time 
when they were grossly over¬ 
stretched, prosecuting by 
court martial every crime in 
the criminal calendar from 
murder downwards. In his 
supervision, he demonstrated 
his skills as a first-class crimi¬ 
nal lawyer and man-manager. 
Moreover, his advocacy before 
the General Staff won the 
necessary increases in estab¬ 
lishment and a consequent 
improvement of morale. 

He reached the zenith of his 
military career in 1969 as 
Director and professional 
head of Army Legal Services. 
His officers in distant parts of 
the world were aware of his 
firm hand on the tiller. He was 
a deeply compassionate and 
tolerant man. but there could 
never be any doubt that he 
meant what he said, as the 
incorrigibly idle or merely 
incompetent soon found out 

After he retired in 1971 and 
had been appointed CB for his 
services, he made a great 
success of his 12 years as 
chairman of the NHS Medical 
Appeals Tribunal, 1972-84. He 
took much pride in the hu¬ 
mane handling and settlement 
of the many claims for chil¬ 
dren whose health had been 
seriously damaged by various 
vaccinations. 

He married Maureen Sum¬ 
mers in 1952. She and their son 
and daughter survive him. 


THE ROYAL FILM 
PERFORMANCE 

The King and Queen went io see a spedal 
performance last night at the Odeon Cinema, 
Marble Arch, in aid of the Cinematograph 
Trade Benevolent fund. The film was The 
Forsyte Saga, and it was followed by a stage 
show in which British and American film 
actors shared. 

After the white lights and the cheerful din 
outside, the waiting auditorium was decorous¬ 
ly dim until their Majesties appeared, when 
floodlights in the proscenium wall suddenly 
illuminated the front of the balcony, the 
company rose and dapped, and the band 
played the National Anthem. 

Hie after-piece itself began as a panto¬ 
mime. with one of those casts producers 
assemble in their dreams — Miss Jean 
S imm ons as Cinderella. Mr Richard Aitenbar- 
ough as Buttons, Miss Moira lister as the 
youngest and prettiest of Fairy Godmothers, 
and Sir Ralph Richardson as the Demon King 
momentarily assuming, for no good purpose, 
the semblance of Sir Ralph Richardson. This 

Cinderella's delights were exclusively mod¬ 
em. Instead of a ball she went to a party. It 
was a very good party, well planned and 
carried off well Miss Rosalind Russell 


ON THIS DAY 

November 18,1949 



The Royal Family have not always had 
the best of luck when faced with the 
film chosen for them; The Forsyte Saga 
with Errol Flynn as Soames Forsyte 
might raise an eyebrow, but the stage 
show that followed gave great pleasure. 

mediated between Mr Michael Wilding and 
Mr Gregory Peck in a little confusion of 
language, Mr Anton Kerns played the zither, 
as hs (foes in The Third Man. Mr John Mills 
made a public speech. Mr Alec Guinness 
acted. Miss Greer Garson and Mr Walter 
Wanger were Mr and Mrs Miniver with a 
difference. It was. in short, an affair that 
delighted the audience, and would have 
seemed very heaven to the eager and 
fascinated throng outside. 

Naturally enough before 77ie Forsyte Saga 
was shown anticipation was tinged with some 


misgivings. Miss Greer Garson. well, yes: Mr 
Walter Pidgeon. perhaps; but it was difficult 
to imagine how Mr Errol Flynn would fit into 
the period and the caste of which Galsworthy 
wrote. Even those who most underrate 
Galsworthy would acknowledge die value of 
his greatest work as a guide to the life and 
mentality of a certain soda! dass at a certain 
period in English history. The given 
proposition was. that we were all 'good 
people"" The words are noi Galsworthy’s, but 
they may stand as representative of the 
Forsytes, and the question as to how this 
“given proportion” would be reflected on the 
screen remained. 

The answer must be as well as can be 
expected considering the variety of accents, 
the fact that few of the players bear any 
physical resemblance to the characters as 
Galsworthy’s readers imagine them, and 
what appears to be deli berate wilfulness in the 
casting. Mr Flynn is asked to pity, of all 
people, Soames, and. considering the natural 
handicaps he has to overcome, he does 
surprisingly well; when he does fafl. it is not 
for want of trying. Miss Garson has a great 
deal to do as Irene, but somehow the 
graciousness and charm are lacking, and Mr 
Pidgeon. as young Jolyon, has the ungrateful 
task of popping in and out and acting as a 
land of commentator on the protracted 
proceedings. 
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' NEWS 

Left-wing manifesto for Europe 


■ Britain is to join France, Germany and eight other 
European Union countries in a left-wing policy manifesto that 
commits die Government to common cause with the states 
inside the monetary union. 

Uniting in a single manifesto, the social democrat parties 
that now dominate the EU are to pledge themselves to co¬ 
ordinate economic policies for growth, including a push for 
harmonising taxes...Page I 


Peers again reject closed poll plan 

■ The House of Lords yesterday staged a huge display of 
defiance against the Government when peers rejected for a 
fourth time plans to restrict voter choice in the European 
elections. The peers insisted they had the right to ask the 
commons to think again..—Page 1 


School battle 

Britain's few remaining gram¬ 
mar schools will face an annual 
battle for survival under govern¬ 
ment regulations approved by 
MPs last night..Page I 

Treasure hunt sham 

When a man called Stuart Pen- 
dragon walked into his civic of¬ 
fices and said he was a long-lost 
brother of Prince Charles who 
needed permission to dig up a 
traffic island to find trea- 
sure.what did the council chief 
do? He gave it to him—Page 3 

Parkinson drug ban 

A drug for treating Parkinson's 
disease has been withdrawn after 
three patients died of liver dis¬ 
ease. The European Commission 
has requested that member states 
suspend the use ofTasmar, made 
by Roche.Page 4 

New Zealand tragedy 

A British woman has been swept 
to her death off a remote stretch of 
the north-eastern New Zealand 
coast after she and her husband 
lost their four-day battle to steer 
their damaged yacht through 
stormy seas.Page 5 

Terriers overhaul 

Many of Britain's famous regi¬ 
ments, such as the Green How¬ 
ards. the Worcestershire and 
Sherwood Foresters will be cut 
back in the restructured and re¬ 
duced Territorial Army an¬ 
nounced by George Robert¬ 
son.Page 6 


Drug advice blast 

Head teachers yesterday criti¬ 
cised the Government's call for 
leniency over pupils caught with 
drugs as Estelle Morris, the 
Schools Minister, defended her 
advice not to adopt a “zero toler¬ 
ance" approach.Page 8 

Dinosaur skin found 

Scientists have for the first time 
discovered perfectly preserved 
baby dinosaur skin, fossilised in 
eggs at an ancient nesting site. 
The site in Patagonia was evi¬ 
dently used by dinosaurs 70 to 90 
million years ago.—.Page 9 

Human zoo inquiry 

A report in The Times exposing a 
“human zoo” camp in Thailand, 
where 21 children from a long- 
necked Burmese hill tribe were 
kept on show for tourists, forced a 
Thai Government inquiry that 
led to its closure, a northern Thai¬ 
land court heard.Page 11 

US blamed for unrest 

in a blistering attack on the Uni¬ 
ted States for inciting political 
dtssidenoe. the Malaysian Gov¬ 
ernment said that Washington 
would shoulder the blame for any 
further street protests_Page 12 

Moulin death claim 

Jean Moulin, the French 
Resistence hero who died after 
being tortured by the Gestapo in 
1943, fell into the hands of the 
Germans because of bungled 
American espionage and not 
resistence treachery_Page 13 



RADIO & TV 


Preview; loan Grufiyd returns as 
C S. Forester's naval hero. 
Hom blower (1TV. 8pm) Review: 
joe Joseph on a intimate glimpse 
into Saddam's Iraq ■- 46.47 


OPINION 


More than 163 trees have swapped foliage for foil in the Beyeler Foundation’s Wrapped Trees exhibition in Riehen, Switzerland 


Brown’s back door 

On matters of tax policy, a vital 
British interest, Gordon Brown has 
shown himself ready to sell the EU 
pass. Where stands the Prime Min¬ 
ister? In the dark? Or in his Chan¬ 
cellor's shadow?--Page 19 

Let the people choose 

Tony Blair made trust a central 
issue at the general election. He 
should trust the people, and leave 
them with the power to choose 
which individuals they send to the 
European Parliament - Plage 19 

Granny’s mouse 

Granny is a whizz when it comes to 
mice and megabytes-Page 19 


Pensions: Shareholders of insur¬ 
ance companies involved in pen¬ 
sions mis-selling should bear a 
substantial share of compensation 
costs, says the Treasury Select 

Committee_Page 23 

Shanghai express: Fierce rivalry 
between Virgin Atlantic and British 
Airways is flaring up again as they 
vie to be first to fly bom London to 
Shanghai .. Page 23 

News at Ten: Thirty of the UK'S 
largest advertisers have put their 
weight behind the plan by the ITV 
companies to move News at 
Ten_Page 23 

Markets: The FTSE 100 fell 7.8 to 
5502.7. The sterling index rose to 
100.9 from 100.8, with the pound 
rising 0.03 cents to $1.6758 and 0.48 
pfennigs to DM2.7972.Page 26 


Football: Leading dubs have ac¬ 
cepted Uefa's proposals for a 32- 
team European Champions’ 
League, which they want to start 

next season....Page 44 

Cricket: John Crawley will be fit if 
selected by England for the first 
Test against Australia in Brisbane 
but Michael Atherton will only be 
selected if fit-Page 39 

Athletics: Thirty years after win¬ 
ning an Olympic gold medal, 
David Hemery has been voted into 
the most powerful post in British 
athletics_Page 44 

Simon Barnes: The jockey's desire 
to win is the final ingredient in the 
preparation of a racehorse to win a 
race. A jockey who gets a reput¬ 
ation as a softie will find himself 
unemployed-Page 42 


Saint George: The actor George 
Clooney knows how fickle fame 
and fortune can be — but with his 
new movie Out of Sight he thinks 

he has cracked it--Page 32 

Feast of fafth: You don’t have to be 
Jewish to enjoy the fast and furious 
pace of the performers ai the 
London International Jewish 
Music Festival_Page 32 

Take a bow. This week sees the 
publication of two remarkable 
books that between them pay hand¬ 
some tribute to the matchless craft 
of the great Cremonese violin- 
makers_Page 33 

Musical trees: Stephen Sondheim’s 
Into the Woods gets the intimate 
Donmar treatment, but Benedict 
Nightingale gets lost in the 
undergrowth_Page 34 


Robobabes Making robots look 
more like babies in need of nurture 
encourages humans-Page 16 

The late WDDam: A style expert is 
giving William Hague a makeover. 

But is he too late-Page 17 

Corporate America: “Hi, lm Pen¬ 
ny," says our guide as we sit down. 
“I’m a trained nurse and I’m now 
working in corporate America!" Jo¬ 
anna Coles has a hospital 
"moment”-Page 17 


Street cred: A telling index of 
change in the housing market is 
provided by a quid street in Chel¬ 
sea-Page 35 


Silver surfers dominate the Net 


■ Britons are increasingly turning off the television and 
turning to the home computer, which can now be found in one 
in four households. Among the keenest are computer users 
over 60, who have earned the nickname “silver surfers” by 
spending ten hours a week at the keyboard, three hours longer 
than average .-.Page 7 



F™"tOMORROW™^| 


IN THE TIMES 


■ FILMS 
Geoff Brown sees 
Jean Reno (and Robert 
DeNiro) in Roniru a 
French crime thriller 


■ BOOKS 

The intriguing history of 
the sex aid. Plus Elaine 
Showalter, Gerald 
Jacobs, Elisabeth Luard 


The deal negotiated by eight state 
attorneys general and the tobacco 
industry would do far too little to 
combat teenage smoking, the pri¬ 
mary goal that any legal settlement 
should advance. Instead, this pro¬ 
posal is mostly a financial agree¬ 
ment in which the companies 
would pay off state lawsuits for 
Medicaid costs incurred for smok¬ 
ing-related diseases. The states that 
were not at the negotiating table 
have been given until Friday to 
accept the settlement. That is an 
unreasonably short time for the 
public to review a deal of this mag¬ 
nitude. At a minimum, there needs 
to be opportunity for comment and 
input from health experts. 

The New York Times I 


SIMON JENKINS 

What is the point of the blood¬ 
curdling threats against a man 
who has broken his word at least 
six times, only to let him do so 
again? If Britain and America 
wanted to send the famous "bomb¬ 
ing message”, last Sunday was the 
day......Page 18 

BRONWEN MADDOX 

No one would begrudge New 
Orleans its new serenity, but the 
jails are stuffed lull and the child¬ 
ren are under curfew. These emer¬ 
gency measures cannot last 

forever-..Page M. 

ALAN COREN 
So the credit card promised that it 
would say more about us than cash 
ever could. For it had concluded 
that what we most wanted the 
world to say about us was that we 
had so much money that we didn't 
need money at all-Page 18 


OttfUARBES 


Sir David Lane; former Conserva¬ 
tive MP and chairman of the Com¬ 
mission for Racial Equality; 
Majoi^General Harry Owen, Di¬ 
rector of Army Legal Services, 
1969-71; Algis Zhuraitis, Bolshoi 
Balls conductor.._ Page 21 


Drugs in schools; London Tube 
fares; millennium stamps; battle 
over Waterloo station; closed-list 
voting system; Russian mass 
grave......-Page 19 


THE TIMES CROSSWORD NO 20,952 


□ General: n E parts of Scotland and Eng¬ 
land frost and patchy fog slowly lifting, than 
hazyanshme Scottish Glens will start very 
cold and may stay bekm freezing a II day. 
Midlands, most of N England cow, largely 


for a vrfiBe; 


Midlands, most of N England coW, largely 
dry, weak sunshine. SW Scotland, Wales. 
W Country cloudy with ran and hM-snow 
petering out. Intermittent rain in N Ireland; 
west brfawer later. Tonight, frosty again in E 
Scotland and E and SE England. 


□ London, SE, Cents England, Channel 
Ik frosty start, log patches stowfy Hfdng to 


WwUCttyWaatlwr & 


England: fine and cold with frost early and 
lata. Light var wind. Max 6C (43F). 

□ SW England, Wales: mostly dry, cloudy; 
brightness m east but Sght rain ti west Light 
to mod SE winds. Max9C(48F). 

□ NW Eng, Lakes: cloudy; rain in W; bright 
m E Light/mod SE wind. Max 6C (43F). 


□ foM: dry for a vrfiBe; cloudy with rain 
reluming. Mod SE wskjb. Max 9C (48F). 

□ Brdre, F burgh A D*dee, A'deen, Ury 

Stayiigoc^n^S taccest 
intend, 0C (43F) at coast. 

□ SW, NE, NW Scotland, Cgow, Argyll: 
dowdy; light rain, mostly to west wet snow 
over hffls.light/mod SE wind. Max SC (46F). 

□ Cent HJgttf&e cloudy in W, Bght rain or 
ha-snow. Sight to east after tog patches 
thin; very edd —frosty start Max 4C (39F). 

□ Orkny, StaUd: doudy, Bght ran. Lidit 
var wind becoming RghtAnoa SE. M» 7C 

tri? Ireland: rain, mainly light, cleartrg in 
west. Mod SE wind. Max 9C (4SF). 

□ Rep of Ireland: rain dymg out Brighter in 
west Light S wind. Max 10C EOF). 


□ Outlook: cert and E areas dry at first with 
overnight tog and frost then lass coW with 
rain. Fain in W end NW tomorrow; dry on Fri. 
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HT PM HT 
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ECONOMICS 

Janet Bush says 
doomsday danger 
is not yet averted 
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Clare Burt scares 
up a storm 
for Sondheim 
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Hemery assumes 
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By Alasdair Murray 

ECONOMICS 
CORRESPONDENT 

THE Federal Reserve last 
.night reduced US interest 
L'cates to their lowest level in 
jaoor years in a renewed effort 
to ward off the impact of the 
global financial turmoil. 

The Fted said it was reduc¬ 
ing its key Fed Funds by a 
quarter point to 4.75 per cent 
because although the mar¬ 
kets had been quieter in re¬ 
cent weeks, “unusual strains 
remained”. 

It was the third time the 
Fed has cut rates in the past 
six weeks including an emer¬ 
gency quarter-point cut last 
month. Although the cut had 
been anticipated it helped 
Wall Street to recover from 
early losses. 

The move came as the Or¬ 
ganisation for Economic Co¬ 
operation and Development 
balled on member countries 
to reduce interest rates rapid¬ 


ly to head off the threat of a 
full-blown global recession. 

The OECD claims in its au¬ 
tumn Economic Outlook 
that although there are signs 
financial markets are stabilis¬ 
ing. considerable risks re¬ 
main. It singles out Japan’s 
inability to revive its mori¬ 
bund economy and the fact 
that the rebound in world 
share prices has left markets 


looking overvalued again. It 
also warns the Bank of Eng¬ 
land against delaying fur¬ 
ther rate cuts, claiming that 
the fears about wages pres¬ 
sures have been exaggerated. 

The OECD predicted that 
Britain is facing a sharper 
economic slowdown than ei¬ 
ther the Bank or the Treas¬ 
ury are anticipating, but 
stopped short of forecasting 


an outright recession. It pre¬ 
dicted that growth next year 
would slow to 0.8 per cent — 
compared with a Treasury 
forecast of 1 to 1.5 per cent — 
before rebounding to I J5 per 
cent in 2000. It is forecasting 
rates will fall to about 6 per 
cent by the end of next year 
and to 5 per cent in 2000. 

However, the OECD 
claimed that Gordon Brown 


will still “comfortably” meet 
his borrowing rules, despite 
its lower growth predictions. 

New data published yester¬ 
day confirmed the Chancel¬ 
lor remains on course to post 
a full-year Budget surplus. 
Inflation hit its target level 
for the third consecutive 
month, although the OECD 
cautioned that the introduc¬ 
tion of the minimum wage 


next year could generate 
fresh inflationary pressures. 

The OECD has also sharp¬ 
ly downgraded its forecast 
for global economic growth, 
although Ignazio Visco, chief 
economist, said that the 
chances of a global recession 
is “oertainly much less than 
the 40 to 50 per cent we were 
predicting two months ago ” 

It gave warning that stock 


Moody’s downgrades Japan credit status 


By Alasdair Murray 

JAPAN yesterday suffered the igno¬ 
miny oflosing its prime credit status, a 
move that left the embarrassed Gov¬ 
ernment barely able to conceal its fury. 

Moody’s, the US credit rating agen¬ 
cy. said it was lowering its rating on Ja¬ 
pan's sovereign debt and foreign cur¬ 
rency ceiling from the top notch AAA 
to AA1. Japan now joins Canada and 
Italy as the only G7 countries that do 


not command the top debt rating. The 
timing could not have been worse for 
the Japanese Government, coming just 
a day after it announced a huge stimu¬ 
lus package to try to kick-start its mori¬ 
bund economy and ahead of tomor¬ 
row’s meeting with President Clinton. 

Eisuke Sakakibara — the Vice-Fi¬ 
nance Minister for International Af¬ 
fairs who is dubbed “Mr Yen" in the 
markets—said: “I personally feel that 
Moody's may lose credibility with the 


market by making such a derision." 

Other Japanese officials claimed it 
was “impertinentr of an agency from 
the world’s largest debtor nation to 
rule on Japan, which r emains the 
world’s largest creditor. 

“What do they think will happen if 
Japan sells its holdings of US Treasur¬ 
ies?" one unnamed official told the Jap¬ 
anese media. 

Moody's said it took the derision be¬ 
cause of the weakness of Japan's finan¬ 


cial sector and its growing public sec¬ 
tor debt problem. The agency directly 
criticised the Government’s emergen¬ 
cy spending measures, claiming that 
"such fiscal stimulus packages have 
not led to sustained economic growth 
but are increasing domestic debt sub¬ 
stantially”. 

The ratings downgrade win make 
borrowing far all Japanese govern¬ 
mental and commercial organisations 

more expensive. 


markets are at risk from 
fresh falls because the recent 
recovery had “failed to take 
account of an overvaluation 
in equity markets''. Such a de¬ 
cline could make banks more 
reluctant to lend money, exac¬ 
erbating the credit crunch 
faced by borrowers. 

“In the US and in the euro 
area, monetary policy should 
remain biased towards eas¬ 
ing. as inflation risks have re¬ 
duced,” the OECD said. 

However, it warned left¬ 
leaning European govern¬ 
ments against taking an activ¬ 
ist economic stance arguing 
“there is still a need to reduce 
public debt to levels sustaina¬ 
ble over the longer term." 

The OECD expects eco¬ 
nomic growth in member 
economies to average 1.7 per 
cent next year, down from an 
April forecast of 25 per cent 
Growth will reach to 225 per 
cent in 2000. 

Inflation steadies, page 24 
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Advertisers 
back ITV on 
News at Ten 

By Raymond Snoddy, media editor 
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THIRTY of the UK’S largest 
advertisers, which together 
spend more than E8Q0 million 
a year on television, have put 
their weight behind the plan 
by the UV companies to move 
News at Ten. 

The advertisers, including 
the biggest names in the busi¬ 
ness such as Procter & Gamble, 
Unilever, Mars. Kraft Jacobs 
Sudhard, Renault, and Safe¬ 
way, have written to the Inde¬ 
pendent Television Commis¬ 
sion in support of ITV. 

The ITV companies have 
asked for the right to move the 
main ITV evening news, and 
the rrc will take the derision 
tomorrow. 

The advertisers have writ¬ 
ten to the ITC expressing their 
“strong support” for the ITV re- 
;juest to be able to move the 
main peaktime news. They ar¬ 
gue that the ITV companies 
must have greater freedom 
over their schedule as the com¬ 
petition for audiences becomes 
more intense. 

The main reason for moving 
News at Ten and replacing it 
with news programmes at 
6.30pm and 11pm is to end the 
present situation that means 
longer dramas or films broad¬ 
cast after the 9pm threshold 
for more adult programmes 
are cut in half by the news. 

The ITV companies have ar¬ 
gued that the current situation 


puts them at a disadvantage 
when competing for viewers 
against new entrants to the TV 
market such as Channel 5 or 
BSkyB. 

Many of the advertisers are 
angry at the number of politi¬ 
cians who have intervened in 
the debate on the side of keep¬ 
ing News flf Ten where it is. 

John Hooper, director of 
ISBA, die advertisers' trade as¬ 
sociation . said last night: “ The 
last thing most people want is 
for the news to be where it is 
interrupting their evening’s 

entertainment" 

Mr Hooper believes that 
across all channels there is 
plenty of news available and 
that TTV must have the free¬ 
dom to take the steps neces¬ 
sary to increase its audiences. 

Advertisers haye been com¬ 
plaining of a rise of nearly 50 
per cent in the coast of adver¬ 
tising airtime over the past 
five years. “We [advertisers] 
fond the commercial television 
system yet no one listens to 
our point of view," Mr Hooper 
added. 

The likelihood is that the ITC 
mil deride, despite the political 
pressure it has faced, to allow 
News at Ten to move with con¬ 
ditions attached — such as 
news headlines at 10pm, the re¬ 
porting of important breaking 
news stories and a heavy¬ 
weight bulletin at 11pm. 


TIM 0CXENDEN/PA 
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Flying the flag: Richard Branson will meet China Eastern Airlines with hopes of establishing a code-sharing agreement mi Heathrow-Shanghai flights 
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Instant decline 

A fall in sale of Instants 
brought Camelot's first fall in 
profits. However the amount 
it gave to good causes in the 24 
weeks to September 30 rose to 
£696 million — £200,000 more 
than in the same period last 
year. Page 25 

Phone shortage 

Chris Gent, chief executive of 
Vodafone, gave warning that 
there had been such a rush to 
buy mobile phones there was 
a danger of a shortage of hand¬ 
sets this Christmas. His com¬ 
ments were backed up by ri¬ 
vals who pointed to the suc¬ 
cess of new pay as you talk 
schemes. Page 25 


Virgin sets sights on Shanghai 


By Adam Jones 

RICHARD BRANSON’S Vir¬ 
gin Atlantic believes it has the 
upper hand over its arch-rival, 
British Airways, in the battle 
to be the first British carrier to 
fly directly from Heathrow to 
Shanghai- 

Only one of the airlines can 
win regulatory approval for 
the route. Mr Branson will 
meet Li Zhongming, the presi¬ 
dent of China Eastern Air¬ 
lines, in China today to try and 
seal a crudaJ alliance for Vir¬ 


gin. The two airlines recently 
came to a provisional agree¬ 
ment to cooperate on the 
Shanghai route as long as they 
can both secure regulatory ap¬ 
proval from their respective au¬ 
thorities in the UK and China. 

Today’s meeting could lead 
to this being formalised as a 
straightforward code-sharing 
agreement, with each airline 
operating the service on differ¬ 
ent days. 

BA already runs a service 
between London and Beijing, 
a route Virgin also wants to 


fly. The two airlines will pre¬ 
sent their cases for the Shang¬ 
hai licence at a public hearing 
organised by the Civil Avia¬ 
tion Authority on December 
10. A decision is expected a 
few weeks after the hearing. 

Virgin suffered a regulatory 
knockback in similar circum¬ 
stances when it wanted to fly 
to Moscow with a Russian car¬ 
rier as its partner. A Virgin 
spokesman said it would be a 
“watershed” if it won approv¬ 
al for tbe Shanghai service. 

Mr Branson said yesterday 


that Virgin hoped to be flying 
the Shanghai route fay early 
summer 1999. He said there 
were “superb” opportunities 
m the Far East Virgin is cur- 
renfiy biriWing a chain of rine- 
mas. in Japan. He said: “The 
cost of property there is at its 
lowest level for 20 years.” 

Mr Branson was also bull¬ 
ish about current trading at 
Virgin Atlantic He said that 
the UK economy still felt 
“buoyant”. 

Branson's Gh, page 27 





Flying pickets in UK 
for Mickey Mouse row 

By Christine Buckley, industrial correspondent 




FLYING pickets returned to 
the streets yesterday. No, not 
. the industrial warriors of by¬ 
gone years who packed into a 

transit van to trail from on^ 
‘ trim dispute to another. Perish 
die thought in these times of 
workplace partnership. 

Yesterday’s flying pickets 
took their mission quite literal¬ 
ly, boarding a transatlantic 
flight to London to mount 
their demonstration. Their tar- 
sei: Mickey Mouse. Or more 
correctly. ABC News, the Walt 
Disney subsidiary. Mickey is 
gening a bit of a hammering 
from the unions in the US over 
•ABCs use of casual labour 
■and the lack of information 
about a medical plan. 

ABC’s answer to the cornua 
- which has left it with a crip¬ 
pling lack of technical staff - 
has been to switch the broad¬ 
cast of many news pro¬ 
grammes to London. 

" Orlando Burgos, of the Com¬ 
munication Workers Union of 

America, said; To use anoth¬ 


er country as a basis for scab 
operations is appalling." A 
spokeswoman for ABC said 
the company would continue 
to use London formas long as 
necessary. Hre flying pickets 
were offered solidarity yester¬ 
day by the UK’s Communica¬ 
tion Workers Union. 

Mickey Mouse could 


soon be removed from his un¬ 
comfortable role as union hate 
figure. Both sides in the US 
are set to return to the negotiat¬ 
ing table after intervention 
from the Government. 

The dispute has won sup¬ 
port from stars, including 
Whoopi Goldberg, the actress, 
and Tony Bennett, the singer. 

ALAN WELLER 



ABC News workers flew into London for a demonstration 


Shareholders ‘should 
pay for mis-selling’ 

By Marianne Curfhey, insurance correspondent 


SHAREHOLDERS of insur¬ 
ance companies involved in 
pensions mis-selling should 
bear a substantial share of 
compensation costs, according 
to the all-party Treasury Select 
Committee. 

This would encourage better 
management in future, the 
MPs said in their report on mis- 
selling, published yesterday. 

The bill to clear up the mis- 
selling of pensions in the 1980s 
ami 1990s could eventually be 
as high as £11 billion. 

Hie committee also called 
for clarification on how and to 
whom surplus assets in long¬ 
term life funds, known as "or¬ 
phans", should be distributed. 

Several insurance compa¬ 
nies that want to release these 
surpluses are currently negoti¬ 
ating with the Department of 
Trade and Industry. 

Giles Radice, chairman of 
the committee, said he was not 
calling for the “whole burden" 
to be borne by shareholders. 

He did, however, welcome 


the decision to allow polity- 
holders to complain to the 
proposed Financial Services 
Ombudsman about the size of 
bonuses attached to their 
policies. 

The committee also believes 
that the Treasury needs to ex¬ 
amine whether the appointed 
actuary of an insurance cqjn- 
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Radice: welcomed decision 


pany should have greater pow¬ 
ers. The committee recom¬ 
mended that the Financial 
Services Authority (FSA), the 
City super-watchdog, develop 
guidelines to reduce excessive 
dependence on commission- 
based sales. 

It said that there should be a 
mechanism in place to check 
that salesmen have complied 
with the rules of selling before 
any commission is paid. 

The current regulation of in¬ 
surance. it said, was “ill- 
designed, little-known and 
rarely exercised”. 

Meanwhile, the Personal In¬ 
vestment Authority (PIA), 
which will be integrated into 
the FSA has taken discipli¬ 
nary action against 20 Anns 
and issued fines totalling 
£76,000. 

Joe Palmer, chairman of the 
PIA, gave warning that firms 
could face hefty fines if they 
did not dear up ‘^priority" 
cases of pensions mis-selling 
fiy the end of this year. 
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Hoechst 
chemicals 
duo to be 
spun off 

By Carl Mortjshed, 

INTERNATIONAL 

BUSINESS EDITOR 

HOECHST, the German 
group recently linked in 
merger talks with French 
rival Rhdne-Poulenc, is 
spinning off its industrial 
chemicals businesses, Cela- 
nese and Tirana 
Deteriorating markets 
have forced. Hoechst to 
scrap plans to seif Celanese 
for cash in a public offering. 
Instead, it will be packaged 
and spun off with a listing 
in Frankfurt and New 
York. Hoechst yesterday an¬ 
nounced a collapse in pre¬ 
tax profit for the third 
quarterbecause of weak 
Asian markets, financial cri¬ 
sis in Russia and deteriorat¬ 
ing conditions in the US. 

Pre-tax profit fell 77 per 
cent to DM191 million 
(£68.2 million) in the three 
months to September and 
Jurgen Dormann. chief ex¬ 
ecutive, said the pressure to 
consolidate in all sectors of 
industry would increase. 

He said an initial public 
offering of Celanese and 
Tirana would have been 
too slow, risking a loss of 
shareholder value, and a 
trade safe would not have 
yielded a good price. 

Losing focus, page 27 
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Inflation hits Bank’s 
target for third month 


By Alasdair Murray, economics correspondent 
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INFLATION hit the Bank of 
England's target level for the 
third consecutive month in Oc¬ 
tober but left the City uncon¬ 
vinced that the MPC will re¬ 
duce interest rates again 
before the end of the year. 

Separate data also pub¬ 
lished yesterday showed the 
Treasury achieving a larger 
than expected monthly Budget 
surplus, placing the Chancel¬ 
lor on course to beat his re¬ 
vised hilt-year forecasts. 

The October annual rate of 
underlying inflation, which ex¬ 
cludes mortgage interest pay¬ 
ments. remained static at 25 
per cent. Headline inflation 
performed slightly better, slip¬ 
ping back front 32 per cent to 


Sdtex starts 
‘papers on 
demand’ 

By Chris Ayres 

TRAVELLING executives will 
soon be able to pick up news¬ 
papers from home wherever 
they are in the world, thanks 
to a high-tech private US com¬ 
pany railed Press Point. 

The company, created out of 
the research and development 
division of Sdtex. the Israeli 
printing group, intends to in¬ 
stall miniature printing press¬ 
es in hotels, airports, business 
centres and leisure complexes 
around the world. 

The high-tech presses can | 
then print newspapers from 
around the world to order, via. 
direct electronic links to their 
editorial systems. PressPotnt 
has already teamed up with 
The Times. Bloomberg News, 
and The Miami Herald as 
well as Austria's Der Stand¬ 
ard, Spain's El Mundo and Po¬ 
land's Gazeta Wyborcza. 

The service is funded by ad¬ 
vertising. which is printed in 
colour on the inside pages of 
the newspapers. Lance Primis, 
chairman of Press Paint, yester¬ 
day said: “We have worked 
hard to establish PressPoint as 
a new leader in the news and 
information world and to 
align ourselves with such 
high-calibre organisations as 
Bloomberg and The Times" 


3.1 per cent — the lowest level 
seen in nearly 18 months. 

Economists expressed some 
disappointment that underly¬ 
ing inflation had not fallen. 
The Bank’s Quarterly Infla¬ 
tion Report, published earlier 
this month, forecast a small in¬ 
crease in inflation during die 
next few months and econo¬ 
mists said this could delay fur¬ 
ther rate reductions. 

However, with retailers ex¬ 
periencing pricing pressure 
and wage demands easing, 
economists predicted that infla¬ 
tion was likely to decline in the 
next few months. 

Jonathan Loynes, UK econo¬ 
mist at HSBC said: “Inflation 
should move decisively below 


its 15 per cent target over the 
next six months, helping the 
Monetary Policy Committee to 
bring rates down further.” 

The largest downward im¬ 
pact on inflation came from a 
sharp decline in motoring 
costs and falls in clothing and 
footwear and household goods 
prices. However, this was par¬ 
tially offset by a one-off in¬ 
crease due to die introduction 
of university tuition fees. 

Overall core goods inflation 
slipped to 1.1 per cent, its lew- 
est rate since the series began 
in 1987. But services inflation 
continued to disappoint, edg¬ 
ing down .only slightly from 
3.5 per cent to 3.4 per cent. 

The Public Sector Net Cash 


Requirement recorded a sur¬ 
plus of £7.9 billion m October 
compared with E5.7-billion last 
year. The better than expected 
figures were attributed to the 
continued strength of income 
tax and VAT receipts. 

In the first seven months of 
the year the Treasury enjoyed 
a E5 5 surplus compared with 
a deficit of £3.1 billion at the 
same point last year. Econo¬ 
mists predicted that the Chan¬ 
cellor was on course to brat his 
revised forecast for a full year 
surplus of £43 billion. 

A larger than anticipated 
surplus this financial year will 
help the Government to meet 
its borrowing rules as the econ¬ 
omy begins to slow. 


PAUL ROGERS 



Merchant Retail Group, the specialist perfum¬ 
ery retailer and department stores group, 
whose chairman is Philip Newton, above, re¬ 
ported a profit of £365,000 for the six months to 
September 26. compared with a loss of El67,000 


last time. The company said it is approaching 
die Christmas selling season with confidence. 
Turnover was 15 per cent up at £353 million, 
with earnings per share at 037p, up from a loss 
of 023p. The interim dividend is 0.15p (0.1 Op)- 


Phillips 
& Drew 
loses 
council 
portfolio 

By Paul Durman 


PHILLIPS & DREW, the pen¬ 
sion fond manager known for 
its bearish stance, has lost the 
contract to manage a £300 mil¬ 
lion portfolio for Buckingham¬ 
shire County Council. 

After the loss of mandates 
from the Universities Super¬ 
annuation Scheme and from 
Pearson, this is the third large 
client P&D has lost in recent 
months. Ironically, after a 
long period underperforming 
its rivals. P&D*s one-year in¬ 
vestment record is better than 
it has been for three years. . 

Buddnghamshire County 
Council has replaced P&D with , 
CU Moriey. pan of Commer- ! 
dal Union. Sean Nolan, the I 
council's head of finance, said 
P&D had a good record but “we 
felt ft was lime for a change". 

The news came on a day 
when UBS. die Swiss bank 
that owns P&D, was reporting 
a 30 per cent collapse in pre¬ 
tax profits to SwFr33 billion 
for the first nine months of 
J998 l The bank was badly hit 
by the SwFr790 million (£340 
million) (oss it suffered on its 
involvement with Long Term 
Capital Management. 

Warburg Dillon Read, the 
investment banking arm, suf¬ 
fered a pre-tax loss of SwFrJ 23 
billion. (JBS blamed “the un¬ 
precedented volatility on the 
equity markets and the sud¬ 
den and dramatic widening of 
spreads on the bond markets”. 

Sharp cuts in bonus pay¬ 
ments meant DBS's personnel 
expenses Fell by 17 per cent. 

LIBS has alki made provi¬ 
sions to make payments to the 
relatives of Jewish diems who 
were lolled by the Nazis dur- 
j ing the Second World War. 

Commentary, page 25 
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Barclaycard‘tests’ 
low interest rates 

BARCLAYCARD. the UK’s largest issuer of credit cards, is al¬ 
most halving its interest rate for existing customers who frans- 
fer balances from other credit card providers. About200,000 
cardholders selected randomly from Bardaycard’s 9.4 mil¬ 
lion customer base, will be charged 9.9 per cent APR for six 
months on transferred balances. Alternately cardholders 
can choose to pay 12.9 per cent APR for 12 months, or 18.9 per 
cent APR on an indefinite basis. Interest on purchases will 
still be charged at standard rates, ranging from 22.9 per cent 
APR to 18.9 per cent .APR. . 

Barclays usually offers the option of transferring balances 
to new customers only, at 18 per cent APR. The move follows 
an announcement by Barclaycard last week that it would cur 
its interest rates by one percentage point for all nine mi [bon 
cardholders in the UK from December I. A spokeswoman for 
Bardaycard said the offer is not a response to increased com¬ 
petition in die credi t card market, but a test designed to meas¬ 
ure customers' reaction to different charging structures. 

BTG optimistic 

BTG. the company that manages items of intellectual proper¬ 
ty and attempts to turn them into commercial propositions, 
said it is moving towanis break-even for the first time since 
flotation. The biosdence, electronits and medical inventions 
group, which demerged Torotrak. its auto transmissions umt 
earlier this year, announced flat revenues from continuing op¬ 
erations for the six months to September 30. impacted by a 
revenue decline from Japan and a number of patent inquir¬ 
ies. BTG's fully diluted loss per share in the six-month period 
was 7.1 Ip (4-52p). It is not declaring an interim dividend but 
expects to pay out a final dividend. 

Volvo jobs warning 

VOLVO has became the latest carmaker to cast a doud oyer 
jobs when it gave warning of a cost-cutting drive. The Swedish 
manufacturer employs more than 2300 staff in the UK out of a 
worldwide workforce of73X100- It makes trucks in Irvine, Ayr¬ 
shire, produces parts at sites including Warwick and Marlow, 
Buckinghamshire, and has a network of distributors and retail¬ 
ers. The carmaker said it had been forced to mount a “compre¬ 
hensive overhaul" of costs in the wake of the Asian crisis. Its 
crackdown will also hit UK suppliers that produce Volvo parts. 

United signs chief 

A FORMER Walt Disney executive is to head the FA Premier 
League Hail of Fame, the visitor attraction set up by United 
News & Media. Marcus Carling, previously director of Walt 
Disney's touring theatre and interactive visitor attraction in 
Asia, becomes chief executive at once. Sir Geoff Hurst, the 
England World Cup striker, is chairman. The attraction, a 
30,000 sq ft site at County Hall, Central London, is due to 
open next March. The first six players to be featured include 
Peter Schmeichel, Alan Shearer and Dennis Bergkamp. 


Curwen leaves AWA’S US division Luminar head cashes in 


RICHARD CURWEN, the 
chief executive of the US arm 
of Aijo Wiggins Appleton, the 
papermaker, has resigned 
from the company after more 
than 20 years to pursue “other 
interests'* (Matthew Barbour 
writes). 

Mr Curwen, 49, has been 


chief executive of Appleton. 
AWA's troubled US operation, 
for two years, having previous¬ 
ly been chief operating officer. 

Ken Minton, ■ chairman, 
said: “Richard has left volun¬ 
tarily and oh good terms. He 
has just decided that he is at 
the right stage to make the 


move and try something differ¬ 
ent He is a very able man and 
we wish him ail the best.” 

Mr Minton said that Mr 
Curwen‘s departure was in no 
way connected to the recent 
disappointing results from 
Appleton. 

For the six months to June 


30 operating profits in AWA's 
North American manufactur¬ 
ing fell 19 per cent io £37.7 mil¬ 
lion on sales of £3903 million 
(£405.2 million). 

Mr Curwen is to be replaced 
by Douglas Buth, formerly 
vice-president of AWA's car¬ 
bonless paper division. 


STEVE THOMAS, chief executive of Luminar. the bar and 
nightclub operator, notched up a profit of El 35 million yester¬ 
day after cashing in share options granted at the time of its flo¬ 
tation in May 1996. Mr Thomas took advantage of the rally in 
its shares in the wake of last month's half-year results to sell 
400.000 ordinary shares at 6J0p against option prices rang¬ 
ing between 210wp and 230p. He still holds shares worth al¬ 
most £3 million at yesterday’s closing price of 670p, equiva¬ 
lent to 2.1 per cent of Luminar's total share capital. 
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Not a lot of computers know that 


What if computer systems could understand 
the meaning of information? What would that 
mean for your business? 

Well, you now have a way of automatically 
identifying, caregorising, hyperlinking anti 
delivering every piece of information across 
your organisation. No more expensive and 
lime-consuming manual processing of 
information. Just immediate access. 

Your system also automatically builds a profile 
of its users. No more filling in questionnaires 
that are soon out of date. Just a real way of 
exploiting the tacit knowledge in your 


organisation. Just better products and services. 
Just faster time to market. 

And. you can personalise the information your 
staff receive so they always have what they 
need. No more time wasted in fruitless searches 
or duplication of effort. Just the ammunition to 
make the best decisions every time. 

Now, that's real Knowledge Management. 
Now, that's pure competitive advantage. 

It's something only Agentware from 
Autonomy can offer. It's the technology many 
publishers already use to drive their New 
Media businesses. 


So, H knowledge is your business, call Autonomy today on 0800 917 8265 
or visit wwwautonomy.com 
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After a hard week at work, 

I was spending all weekend 
on the books... 

...then I called SageJ 


When you run your own business, time is always short. And giving up' 
what free time you do have to take care of the books seems inevitable. 

Unless you call Sage, UK leader in PC accounting software. 

Saving time-getting more done 

Sage automated book-keeping takes minutes instead of hours. And " - 
Sage also means VAT returns at the touch of a button, automated 
invoicing-even cheque printing and payroll. You save your precious 
time-and become more productive. 

The low cost solution 

There is a Sage software package that is right for you. that's easy sC 
use and can cost as ntl. as £ 99 . |,' S hardly SUfpri , hat : 

thousands of businesses like yours rely on Sage. So give your 
business a future. Call Sage today. C 

Call the Sage Business Advice Line- 

0 8 00 44 77 7 # 

Unes open 9am-5pm Monday to Friday. Or visit Sage Bp; 

at http://www.sage.com 


Can 0800 44 77 77, or fax lhis coupon fa Of<*f 

Saga. Sage House. Benton Park Road. Newark."X 0302 or re,urn a to: i^ 

■ •'‘ewcastie-upon-Tyne NE7 7LZ. 2* 

Tilte Initial Surname • 

rz --- io3&$ 


Company address 


Postcode 


e-mail aadtaw; 


Autonomy Systems LM. St John’s IhnovaUcm Centre, Cowley Roort. Cambridge C&44WS Linked Kingdom 
Ptmna:*M 1011233421220 Fat:*441011323 421 583 Email.' infotgtavnwomyxom www autonomy com 


T.4r*.-n«4 bur's Cco%€ ceme* central. 
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T he businessmen running 
Camelot face an unumaj 
challenge. They must 
strive to present themselves as 
quite hopeless at making profits 
Good causes are what they are 
about, not dividends for share¬ 
holders. 

Yesterday the doughty George 
Russell, Camelors chairman, 
was at pains to emphasise that 
j his company’s profit after tax rep- 

| resents less man Ip in every 
pound of sales. So great is the 
pressure on him not to provide 
ammunition for those keen to de¬ 
prive him of the National Lottery 
franchise that one could almost 
hear him muttering “and we 
promise to try to do worse than ■ 
that next tune”. 

The obligation on Caraelot to 
play down its profitability does 
tittle service to its shareholders, 
including Cadbury Schweppes, 
Racal and poor old De La Rue. 
The bank note producer had piti¬ 
fully little good news to offer he 


Lottery winner seeks no publicity 


just enjoyed a record quarter, it 
looks particularly strange. Hav- f 




'-’•xfeftit* 


obs 


darning 


City yesterday except for its stake 
in the lottery operator. Producing 
plastic cash cards is not as profit¬ 
able as owning a quarter of Cam- 
elot, but the company clearly has 
to play down the fact that at least 
the tottery is a winning ticket. 

Yet running the National Lot¬ 
tery was not necessarily going to 
be a way to print money. The 
companies involved in Camelot 
took a hefty commercial risk in 
getting the operation up and run- 
nine on time. That they did so 
a questionable choice of 


Partner is now history, but the 
discrediting of GTech Kas certain¬ 
ly exacerbated the hypocritical 
view of CamelofS profits as an 
obscene abuse of the nation’s 
charities. 

The figures over which the 
company still seems so embar¬ 
rassed are far from outrageous. 
At less than Ip in the pound, 
Camelot is managing to squeeze 
out of its customers about a tenth 
of the margin that Marks & Spen¬ 
cer manages. 

And as yesterday’s figures 
make clear, the business is not 
without risk. While ticket sales 
for the online game increased 
over the year, punters appear to 
be learning a little restraint as 
far as scratch cards are con¬ 
cerned. A fall of 145 per cent in 
sales of a leading product tine 
would be sufficient to frighten 
most businesses. 

Despite that, the Lottery re¬ 
mains an extraordinary success. 
As Caraelot points out, m the past 
half year, it rerumed more man 
£1 billion to the Government in a 
combination of good causes reve¬ 
nue. lottery duty and other taxes. 
Since the Government seems to 
be blurring the tine that divided 
the original good causes from nor¬ 
mal government spending, this 



COMMENTARY 

by our City Editor 


seems a fair statistic to throw into 
the argument. 

That argument will get louder 
as Cametot's five-year term draws 
to a close and other companies 
make a pitch to win the business, 
with some, perhaps, even offering 
to run it on a not-for-profit basis. 
But Camelot retained just 4.7 per 
cent of sales to cover its costs and 
profit over the half year. That 
should be the target other contend¬ 
ers must pledge to beat 

Mandelson fails to 
impress oil price 

N othing is quite so terrify¬ 
ing as a Cabinet minis¬ 
ter grasping an issue. 
Our new Secretary of State for 
Trade and Industry issued a 
stem challenge to the oil industry 
yesterday and ser his junior, 
John Battle, the Energy Minis¬ 
ter. chasing after it. 

The Government has suddenly 
realised that the North Sea oil 


producers are in a bit of a jam. At 
current oil prices, no one is mak¬ 
ing much of a profit. This is bad 
for the Government, which tikes 
to tax their profits, but it is also 
bad for jobs and. in particular. 
Scottish jobs. Yesterday, Peter 
Mandelson created a task force 
to help the industxy cut its cost 
base. The master of presentation 
announced grandly: “I will not 
sit back ana watch a decline of 
the UK oil and gas industry un¬ 
der the impact of the low world 
oil price “The oil price was unim¬ 
pressed; January Brent Crude 
spent the day slumped at $11-80. 
20 cents below the average cost of 
production for a North Sea bar¬ 
rel and barely ahead of the Aug¬ 
ust low point of $1155. 

But if the oil price is still in the 
doldrums, the Government is 
now ready for action. Back in Au¬ 
gust , Mr Mandelson’s colleague 
Gordon Brown had yet to be con¬ 
verted to the new thinking. The 
curmudgeons at the Treasury 
were sttti dreaming up new 


schemes to tax North Sea oil. 
These were reluctantly scrapped 
a month later. Happily, the task 
force is now ready to lend a 
hand. What will it do? 

According to Mr Battle, it will 
“focus an achieving the cultural 
shift necessary to capture the val¬ 
ue available from intelligent work¬ 
ing". Mr Battle said “global com¬ 
petitiveness is crutiaT.He did not 
promise any money but noted 
that the oil companies had not re¬ 
quested any. Instead, he wants to 
help to improve the efficiency of 
the supply chain and he has made 
available three new publications 
on the subject 

That should help a lot. If Shell. 
BP and Exxon have not asked for 
cash, it is because they know it 
wiU not be forthcoming. They 
have been in this game a long time 
and they know mar UK govern¬ 
ments will never stop meddling 
with oil taxes. They have their 
own organisation, CRINE, which 
has done much already, and with¬ 
out DTI coaching, to reduce costs 


in the North Sea. Butin the end, if 
the price remains below $12, big 
oil win gradually leave Scotland 
for sunnier roots in the Gulf and 
West Africa. The Government will 
then have a stark choice. It can 
provide tax incentives to invest or 
it can watch boom town Aberdeen 
turn to bust. 

Bucks stops here 
for Phillips & Drew 

T he decision of Bucking¬ 
hamshire council to re¬ 
move a £300 million man¬ 
date from Phillips & Drew and 
hand ittoCU Moriey seems odd¬ 
ly based. The council is not criti¬ 
cal of the P&D record, though 
many are. It has been with the 
firm long enough to have en¬ 
joyed good times as well as bad 
so can look back over a relation¬ 
ship which has produced an 
above average return. So Buck¬ 
inghamshire, in the trustees’ 
equivalent of a “dear John” let¬ 
ter, announces that Phillip is a su¬ 
per chap but the magic has gone 
out of the relationship: it is “ rime 
for a change". 

This would be a dubious rea¬ 
son to move business at any 
stage but. given that P&D has 


mg stuck with the firm while its 
prematurely bearish stance cost 
it dear, jumping ship now. just 
when die market is seeing things 
the P&D way, appears perverse. 

Change is not necessarily al¬ 
ways for the better. There are. 
however, some in the pensions in¬ 
dustry for whom long-term con¬ 
tentment is anathema. Pensions 
consultants have no wish for trus¬ 
tees to feel content with their rela¬ 
tionships with fund managers: 
far better they should consider 
playing the field 

It may be that CU Morley’s man¬ 
agement will prove as effective as 
P&D’s value management. But 
Buckinghamshire council workers 
might uke to feel that their pen¬ 
sions were being determined by 
more than a whim for change. 

That extra mile 

LORD LEVENE of Pbrtsokcn 
has a clear idea of his task as 
Lord Mayor of London. At Mon¬ 
day’s spectacular Guildhall ban¬ 
quet. he made clear that he will 
be promoting Britain's financial 
services to the world, without feel¬ 
ing himself confined by the artifi¬ 
cial boundaries of the Square 
Mile. Less imaginative folk in the 
City had mumbled resentment 
when, as chairman of Canary 
Wharf, he lured business down 
river. Now that same formidable 
determination is being put to 
work for an entire industry. 
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Lisins chief 


Vodafone predicts 
mobile shortage 
, over Christmas 


ADRIAN SHERRATT 


By Raymond Snoddy, media editor 


ar head cashes e 


VODAFONE, the UK's larg¬ 
est mobile telephone group, 
gave warning yesterday that 
there could be a shortage of 
phones for Christmas be¬ 
cause of demand boosted by 
tariff cuts and pay-as-you-go 
deals. 

Chris Gent, chief executive, 
said that there was “storming 
growth” in the mobile market 
and that an estimate that 15 
million new subscribers in the 
UK would sign up during the 
Christinas quarter was “a rea¬ 
sonable figure”. 

Mr Gent said he expected a 
shortfall of between 40,000 
and 50.000 phones during the 


period and that Vodafone’s 
rival. Cellnet would face the 
greatest shortage. Cellnet said 
last night that its Philips mo¬ 
bile handsets were moving off 
tiie shelves as East as they 
arrived in the stores. Cellnet 
said every effort was being 
made to meet demand. 

The forecast of a Christmas 
shortfall came as Vodafone an¬ 
nounced pre-tax profits for the 
half-year to September 30 up 
by 60 per cent to £477 million 
and an increase In its total 
number of customers world¬ 
wide m 73 million. 

Vodafone spoke of accelerat¬ 
ing customer growth in all its 


First profits fall 
for Camelot 


at work 

weekend 


By Our Media Editor 


lied Sage 


CAMELOT, the National Lot¬ 
tery operator that has previ¬ 
ously been criticised for mak¬ 
ing too roach profit has seen 
its profits fall for the first time 
in its history (see Commen¬ 
tary. this page). 

The company, whose share¬ 
holders indude Vodafone and 
De La Rue, made pre-tax prof- 
v its of £34 million in the 24 
tlweeks to September 12 against 
‘ £383 million last time. 

Tbe drop was partly the re¬ 
sult of a planned fall in Camel- 
ofs “take” over Us seven-year 
licence. Last year Camelot 
kept 4.9 per cent of lottery reve¬ 
nues to cover costs and profit 
In the first half the percentage 
was down to 4.7 per cent 

There has also been an over¬ 


all faD in National Lottery 
sales, mainly because of a 145 
per cent drop in sales of In¬ 
stants scratdicards from £381.1 
milfion to £326 million. Camel¬ 
ot is investigating ways of re¬ 
versing the trend. 

Despite the fall Instants 
have still raised £1 billion for 
good causes such as arts. 
sports and national heritage 
since they were launched. On¬ 
line sales, however, rose by M 
per cent to £2.07 billion in tbe 
half, a record. 

During the half Camelot 
raised a record £6963 million 
for good causes, a figure that 
rose to £835 million when un¬ 
claimed prizes and prize fond 
shortfall contributions were 
included. 


markets and record improve¬ 
ments in both operating and 
pre-tax profits. 

“We now expect total mar¬ 
ket penetration in all the ma¬ 
jor markets in which we oper¬ 
ate to reach 50 per cent by the 
end of2003. a year earlier than 
we projected last year,” Mr 
Gent said. 

“ Mobile telephony is becom¬ 
ing the preferred means of per¬ 
sonal communications.” 

in the UK there was a 
510.000 increase in customers 
in the half-year compared 
with 151,000 in the same pert 
od last year. Vodafone said its 
market leadership had been 
maintained, with a lead of 
more than 500.000 over its 
nearest rival. 

In the UK operating profit 
was up 7 per cent at 002.6mil¬ 
lion. The company increased 
its dividend by only 15 per cent 
to3.12p. 

“We have reduced growth in 
the dividend because we have 
lots of great things to do with 
the money,” said Mr Gent 

The shares fell I3fcp yester¬ 
day to 838p on the results. 



Tempos, page 26 Chris Gent chief executive, spoke of “storming growth” in the mobile phone market 

De La Rue suffers interim slump 


DE LA RUE, the troubled 
banknote printer, yesterday 
vowed to hold on to its 26 per 
cent stake in Camelot, the Na¬ 
tional Lottery operator, as it re¬ 
ported an 81 per cent stump in 
pre-tax profits to £7.8 million 
during the six months to Sep¬ 
tember 30 (Chris Ayres writes). 

The company, which has suf¬ 
fered from chronic over-capaci¬ 


ty and difficult markets, said it 
had spent £25 million cutting 
out a quarter of its production 
facilities and making nearly 
400 people redundant Over 
the past year, the company 
has lost its chief executive, Jere¬ 
my Marshall, and more recent¬ 
ly the head of its cash systems 
business, Haydn Abbott. 

Ian Much, the company's re¬ 


cently installed chief executive, 
said he had taken personal 
control of De La Rue’s cash 
handling business. “We must 
develop a more commercial 
cuteness,” he said “We need to 
be more street smart and get 
away from the mentality that 
volume is important." 

De Le Rue also yesterday re¬ 
ported a 23 per cent fall in 


sales on continuing operations 
from E335 million to £327 mil¬ 
lion, while earnings per share 
fell 81 per cent to 2.6p (14.1p). 
An interim dividend of 4p 
(75p) will be paid on April 6. 

Mr Much said: “Although 
the half-year results are clearly 
unacceptable, 1 am encour- 
. aged with whai I have found in 
my first weeks in De Le Rue " 


BOC to raise 
£100m from 
continental sale 


By Paul Durman 


BOG the industrial gases 
group that is in the middle of a 
wide-ranging shake-up to cut 
costs, is expected to raise an¬ 
other £100 million from the 
sale of businesses in Germany 
and the Benelux countries. 

BOC said profits from its 
gases business in Benelux and 
tiie pipeline business in Ger¬ 
many remained inadequate, 
but the operations were attract¬ 
ing strong interest from poten¬ 
tial purchasers. With sales of 
about £70 million, Jeremy 
Chantry, analyst at Credit 
Lyonnais Securities, suggested 
the businesses could- fetch 
£100 million or more. 

Yesterday's full-year results 
were overshadowed by the 
£293 million restructuring 
charge that is funding more 
than 5,000job losses. 

The charge reduced pre-tax 
profits to £247 2 million, down 


from £4452 million. BOC ben¬ 
efited from a £144 million gain 
on the sale of Ohmeda. its 
healthcare arm. 

However. BOC said the pre¬ 
tax profits of its continuing 
businesses were 5 per cent 
ahead at £390 million, after ad¬ 
justing for currencies. BOC 
Gases increased its underly¬ 
ing operating profits by 11 per 
cent to £4185 million. 

BOC is to close its head of¬ 
fice at Windlesham in Surrey, 
moving the 220 staff to Guild¬ 
ford. Danny Rosenkranz. chief 
executive, said the move would 
cost only a handful of )obs. 

BOC has pegged its divi¬ 
dend at 155p as part a rebal¬ 
ancing move. It will delay the 
payment until April 7, thus sav¬ 
ing E18.9 million of advance 
corporation tax. 

Tempus, page 26 


Energis considers 
mobile licence bid 

By Raymond Snoddy. media editor 


ENERGIS. the telecoms 
group controlled by the Na¬ 
tional Grid, is in talks with pos¬ 
sible partners to bid for a third 
generation mobile licence. 

The Government is expected 
to put the new licences up for 
tender early next year and out¬ 
siders will be able to bid 
against the four existing mo¬ 
bile phone operators. 

Mike Grabiner, chief execu¬ 
tive of Energis, said yesterday 
that he was interested in ted¬ 
ding, but only with partners, 
as a way of extending the 
reach of his network. 

Operators such as Vodafone 
claim the Government will ex¬ 


clude outsiders from offering 
call roaming with the new li¬ 
cences to protect the invest¬ 
ment position of the original 
mobile operators. Mr Grabin¬ 
er said such a move would kill 
off interest from new bidders. 

The comments came as En- 
ergis announced a 76 per cent 
rise in turnover to £121.7 mil¬ 
lion and a halving or pre-tax 
losses to £16.1 million m the six 
months to September 30. 

After the acquisition of Plan¬ 
et Online, the independent In¬ 
ternet service provider, Ener¬ 
gis carries the traffic for Dix¬ 
ons Freeserve, which gives In¬ 
ternet access to its customers. 
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Investors in the mood 


for a financial merger 


TALK of a large corporate 
deal emerging in the financial 
sector is not new. But it does 
make commercial sense and is 
most likely to materialise 
when the City leasr expects it. 

1 Yesterday the speculators 
found it convenient to run with 
reports that AXA-UAP wanted 
to bid for Guardian Royal Ex¬ 
change, which responded 
with a rise of I8fcp to 293ftp as 
more than 5 million shares 
changed hands. Any offer 
from the French insurer, 
which already owns Sun Life 
Assurance, would have to be 
agreed. ORE’S John Robins 
would be a tough opponent 
and sure to block any aggres¬ 
sive move. 

It is more likely that the first 
corporate move will be in the 
banking sector. There are sim¬ 
ply too many banks and build¬ 
ing societies on the high street 
and brokers say something 
will have to give. The chances 
are they will follow the lead of 
rival banks in the US and on 
the Continent which have 
merged in order to gain mar¬ 
ket share and cut costs. 

Barclays, down ISp to 
£1225, Halifax, llfcpfirmer at 
SB'/ip. Abbey National. 3p 
dearer at £1228 and NatWest, 
29p higher at 979p, have all 
pondered Che prospect of merg¬ 
ers at some stage with one ri¬ 
val, or another. 

Others in the frame include 
Alliance & Leicester. 2p light¬ 
er at 898p. and Woolwich. 
3*p better at 370tep, while 
Norwich Union. 2Wp up at 
426Vip. and Prudential Corpo¬ 
ration. llKp harder at 313i*p, 
have both been linked with the 
banking sector in the past. 

Share prices generally ran 
out of steam after notching up 
early gains and extending 
their recent strong run. Hopes 
that the Federal Reserve Hill 
cut US interest rates provided 
the stimulus for the early 
gains, bul opening fails for the 
Dow Jones industrial average 
left prices in London nursing 
small losses on the day. 

The FTSE 100 index, up 52 
points, at one stage, dosed 7.8 
down at 5^02.7. Trading condi¬ 
tions were again thin with to¬ 
tal turnover reaching just 750 
million shares. 

Early interest focused on an¬ 
other string of gloomy trading 
results, induding a profits set¬ 
back for BOC. But the final 
outcome was no worse than 
feared and the price ended the 
session 18p higher at 866p. 

Tomkins finished up Kp at 



Tony Isaac, left finance director, and Danny Roscnkranz. 
chief executive of BOC which ended I8p higher at 866p 


273’ip. having briefly touched 
230p, after talking to brokers 
and fund managers. The best 
the company could offer, was 
that trading was still in line 
with expectations. 

Rcntokfl Initial ran into 
profit taking after Monday's 
sharp rise. Sir Give Thomp¬ 
son, chief executive, was meet¬ 
ing fund managers at a lunch 
arranged by HSBC Securities, 


the broker. They were hoping 
to establish if the industrial 
services group would be able 
to extend its 20 per cent earn¬ 
ings growth record despite the 
economic slowdown. 

Credit Suisse First Boston, 
the broker, has picked its 28 
best “core buys" across Eu¬ 
rope. British companies fea¬ 
ture prominently. They in¬ 
clude British Aerospace. 3p 



FUND managers have 
been breathing fresh life 
back in to the biotech stocks 
after a period of uncertain¬ 
ty earlier this year. At last, 
there appears to be positive 
news emanating from some 
of the companies. 

They were led higher yes¬ 
terday by Skyepharma. up 
9p to 82i/*p, which has 
finked with Novartis Phar¬ 
ma to develop its dry-pow¬ 
der asthma inhalers in or¬ 
der to gain US approval. 

Earlier this month. Chiro- 
srience, unchanged at 
321 Kp, applied for Swedish 


approval for its local anaes¬ 
thetic. while Shield Diag¬ 
nostics's Activated Factor 
12, used for detecting heart 
disease, looks like being a 
winner in the US. 

Robert Fleming Securi¬ 
ties expects further develop¬ 
ments from biotech compa¬ 
nies before the year end 
and has been pushing the 
sector. Its “buy” fist in¬ 
cludes British Biotech. Cefl- 
tedi. down l7Jip to 4G2**p. 
Oxford GlyooSriences. 
steady at 236i*p and Van¬ 
guard Medica, down Ip to 
206 *pl 
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firmer at 465p, CGU. down 
I8p at 907p, Diageo. 5p cheap¬ 
er at 660p. Dixonx, 42p dearer 
at 670p. Granada, 7p better at 
845p. National Power, up 9p 
to 550p, Ocean Group. I7ttp 
stronger at 686v^p. and takeo¬ 
ver favourite Zeneca, 15p hard¬ 
er at E23.10- 

Philip Swinstead, the Parity 
chairman, has been taking ad¬ 
vantage of the weakness in the 
shares, down lip at 405p. to 
top up his holding. He has 
snapped up a further 250.000 
shares at 415p taking his entire 
holding to 157 million, or 3.19 
per cent The Parity share 
price has collapsed from a 
peak of 862p this year. 

There was no joy for the 
food manufacturers in the 
wake of the sales warning 
from Northern Foods, down 
12Kp to 155p. It followed hard 
on the heels of a downbeat 
trading statement this week 
from Unigate, 10Kp off at 
49l£p. There were also losses 
for Cadbury Schweppes. Up 
to 884p. Dcvro. 5p to Z76V*p. 
Geest, I6fep to 418fep. Hazle- 
wood Foods. 9p to 12SV£p, 
Hfflsdown, 5£p to SSp, and 
United Biscuits, L3p to 237p. 

VHE Holdings saw its 
share price virtually halved 
with a fall of 32p, or 45 per 
cent, to 39p after it gave warn¬ 
ing that interim pre-tax profits 
wul fall below last year's £1.4 
million. The outcome for the 
full year will also be “material¬ 
ly" down on 1997. 

Another big faller was Store- 
data Systems Ip lower at 2Mp 
after announcing it will not be 
proceeding withits acquisition 
of Network. Services. 

□ GILT-EDGED: Bond pric¬ 
es got off to a flying start but 
traded in narrow limits for the 
rest of the session with inves¬ 
tors proving reluctant to open 
fresh positions. They were anx¬ 
iously waiting to see which 
way the US Federal Reserve 
Open Market Committee 
would move an interest rates. 

In the futures pit, the Decem¬ 
ber series of foe long gilt fin¬ 
ished 34p dearer at £115.49 in 
low volume that saw just 
21.000 contracts completed. 
Among conventional issues. 
Treasury 8 per cent 2021 put 
on 72p at £145.24. while Treas¬ 
ury 7 per cent 2002 was 14p bet¬ 
ter at £106.02. . 

□ NEW YORK- Shares drift¬ 
ed as investors waited for inter¬ 
est rate news from the Federal 
Reserve. At midday the Dow 
Jones industrial average was 
4557 points lower at S.965.&8. 
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You can ring my bell 


MOBILE telephony is a luscious business to 
be in. How man}' industries can reasonably 
hope to sign up 13 million new customers in a 
Christmas quarter? Digital television would 
die for such a following. 

Of course the competition is cut-throat and 
no sooner than a new marketing or tariff 
wheeze is introduced than it is instantly cop¬ 
ied by rivals. Competition will squeeze mar¬ 
gins —Vodafone's 5p weekend tariff obviously 
rats on that front. That company is also surely 
right to assume that as costs come down the 
rnobile wifi increasingly chalienee fixed net¬ 
works as the preferred method for personal 
communications. The new pay-as-you-go 
schemes could rapidly become the norm for 
the non-business customer and although such 
customers may start as low frequency' users 
the habit will grow. 


Yesierdav's results from Vodafone confirm 
ihat the stock is a must have, despite the fact 
that foe shares dipped by I3!*?p to S3Sp. It is a 
sound, well-run company in a vibrant sector. 
Yes. it is being given more of a run for its mon¬ 
ey by a reawakened Cellnet. but both these 
seem to beins caking a disproportionate share 
of the new business compared with rivals Or¬ 
ange and One-2-One. 

Vodafone shares trade at a frightening 40 
rimes prospective earnings per share. But un¬ 
like some of its telecoms rivals such as Orange 
and Colt, investors do have foe comfort of 
knowing that Vodafone is profitable and that 
n embraces the discipline of paying dividends. 

These facts, coupled with Vodafone’s inter¬ 
national dimension, mean it cannot be ig¬ 
nored- Any further weakness in the price 
should be grasped as a buying opportunity. 


BOC 


IT HAS been a busy year for 
BOC. With the sale of its 
large healthcare business, an 
efficiency drive that will cost 
£300 million and 5300 jobs, 
foe coDapse of investment in 
computer chip factories, and 
gyrating currencies, investors 
can add up the figures in half 
a dozen ways and oome up 
with entirely different results. 

Underneath ft alL the main 
gases businesses remains in 
robust health. At constant cur¬ 
rencies. even turnover was up 
5 per cent and operating prof¬ 
its were II per cent ahead at 
£4183 million. While BOC 
cannot escape foe effects of a 
slowing world economy, the 
need for oxygen, nitrogen 
and compressed air in a wide 
variety of industries provides 
a very solid core. 

The restructuring is intend¬ 
ed to encourage a more entre¬ 
preneurial culture that will ac¬ 


celerate topline growth. The 
damage to morale from the 
enormous redundancy pro¬ 
gramme. and the economic 
outlook, mean it will be diffi¬ 
cult to observe such benefits 
for some time. The savings — 
£50 million (hisyear. £I2Q mil¬ 
lion the year after — should 
be more obvious and will ena¬ 
ble continued profits growth. 

The collapse in memory 


chip prices and the severe 
downturn in the semiconduc¬ 
tor industry have dealt a sav¬ 
age blow to BOC Edwards, 
the previously highly profita¬ 
ble vacuum pump business. 

Buying BOC is largely a 
punt on the world economy. 
Having risen almost a quar¬ 
ter to 866p since early last 
month, the shares are too 
high to rate more than a hold. 



Northern Foods 


IT USED to be that a compa¬ 
ny needed only to mention con¬ 
nections with Marks & Spen¬ 
cer to have investors queueing 
up to buy foe shares. 

Not any more. Northern 
Foods sells fully one third of 
its sandwiches, cakes and 
ready meals through M&S. 
But just as Northern and 
M&S prospered together for 
so long, now they are suffer¬ 
ing in tandem. 

M&S remains a powerful 
ally for Northern and it 
would be foolish to get over- 
worried about what may only 
be a short-term hiccup. Criti¬ 
cism of Northern also seems 
churlish because it is undoubt¬ 
edly well run. Can Northern 
really be blamed for the fact 
that the food manufacturing 
sector is so desperately, en- 
demically. challenging? 

Moreover, the cause of foe 
fall in profits reported yester¬ 
day was higher interest charg¬ 
es. Northern’s cash generat¬ 
ing ability should mean it 


quickly redresses that bal¬ 
ance. 

Northern's record on in¬ 
vestment also represents a 
shining example. But invest¬ 
ment in efficiency-gaming 
production lines, which once 
may have pur Northern in a 
position to improve its pros¬ 
pects. is now- required to 
stave off declines. Even with 
the tireless energies North¬ 
ern expends making itself effi¬ 
cient. profit margins are like¬ 
ly to erode. 

' With growth stymied for 
the foreseeable future North¬ 
ern shares lean heavily on 
the 5.4 per cent yield.. Hold if 
you want income. 

Vosper 

NO ONE can escape out¬ 
sourcing. The trend to de¬ 
volve anything but strictly 
core operations stretches 
across many businesses. 

The military is no excep¬ 
tion and Vosper Thomycroft 
is enjoying foe benefits. The 
company, formerly known 
only as a shipbuilder, is well 


established providing sup¬ 
port services to the Army and 
Navy. The newer activities al¬ 
ready account for 43 per cent 
of group turnover putting it 
wefl on the way to meeting 
the internal 50 per cent tar¬ 
get- Vesper’s support service 
business also has a forward 
order book worth £400 mil¬ 
lion — equivalent to twice 
Vosper^ total sales in 1097. 

The diversification is good 
for spreading Vosper's risk 
profile, but it is also useful in 
building up long-term work. 
Some of its larger contracts 
run for 13 years, providing 
stability against the hack- 
drop of changing ship order 
patterns. 

The stock market has been 
unsure of what to make of 
Vosper. The shares have 
bounced around alarmingly 
in recent years. Even though 
foe market is beginning to ap¬ 
preciate the attractions of 
Vosper, the shares still hold 
plenty of promise. Buy. 
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F ew observers of the intema- 
ponal economy are now taJk- 
irtg about Armageddon, and 
* "TO aimer perspective on 
[be economic crisis is justified a* 
Jjje as central bankers continue io 
ao their job and go on cutting inier- 
e« rates. It is complacent to as¬ 
sume that 50 or 75 tests points off 
significant interest rates will be 
enough for the world economy to 
mm the comer. 

riJr^SS** 8 ^ 8 ^HOmic outlook, 
[he OECD noted ‘an abatement of 
tensions" but gave warning that 
substantial risks remain and, as a 
bmely service to optimists (the 
most inveterate of whom have 
been pumping money into Japa¬ 
nese equities) in recent weeks, oT- 
e S a 8\ , *np® e of doomsday. 

The crisis in Asia deepens and 
broadens to Larin America. Capi¬ 
tal flows out again and emerging 
markets investments are marked 
up again. This leads to further 
oouts of currency depredation (20 
per cent on average in Asia and 30 
per cent m non-OECD Larin Amer¬ 
ica), lower demand and further glo¬ 
bal ou and commodity price de- 


Doomsday danger not yet averted 


dines (OECD oil imports down by 
30 per cent and non-oil commodi¬ 
ties by 12 per cum). 

Economic decline in Japan con¬ 
tinues while bank rotructuring ci¬ 
ther stalls or proceeds but is “disor¬ 
derly". The yen falls (in Y145 to the 
dollar) and demand and confi¬ 
dence weakens. Global equity mar¬ 
kets suffer another sharp correc¬ 
tion (30 per cent from mid-Novem¬ 
ber levels, and 40 per ami to 50 per 
cent from mid-July peaks) and 
this, in turn, weakens internal de¬ 
mand and confidence in large in¬ 
dustrialised economies. The dollar 
falls by 10 per cent against the euro 
and 5 per cent against sterling. 

The OECD then analyses the im¬ 
pact of cautious and aggressive 
monetary easings. Caution produc¬ 
es essentially no growth at all in 
OECD countries next year, with re¬ 
cession in America, continuing con¬ 
traction in Japan and growth of 


less than I per cent in Europe. Ag¬ 
gressive easing helps to mitigate 
these effects, but not a great deal. 

Its message is dear. Interest 
rates have to go on falling, partly 
— and crucially — to keep the pati¬ 
na of confidence constructed by 
central bankers and finance minis¬ 
ters since the October meeting of 
the International Monetary Fund 
in Washington. That confidence 
has been based lesson grand state¬ 
ments about reforming the world 
finandal architecture than on the 
perception that central banks will 
continue aggressively to cut rates. 

As soon as Alan Greenspan not¬ 
ed recently that credit spreads had 
narrowed somewhat and that the 
mood in markets was calmer, ex¬ 
pectations of further rare cuts start¬ 
ed to fade. 17131 pushed Lhe dollar 
higher against the yen and rally¬ 
ing Asian markets fell off their 
perch. As Stephen Lewis, of Monu¬ 



ment Derivatives, noted: "If the 
Federal Open Markets Committee 
needed a reminder that a return to 
finandal market stability is condi¬ 
tional on further credit ease, it has 
received it.” Confidence is fragile. 

In Britain, the rate debate was 
muddied last week by the Bank of 

England’s Inflation Report. The 
Bank appeared to be arguing that, 
with no more rate cuts, Britain 
would grow at about 1 per cent 
next year and that it would more 


or Jess hit its inflation target over 
the next two years without a fur¬ 
ther monetary easing. The Chan¬ 
cellor was predicting much the 
same, but on the basis that interest 
rates will fall further. Pre-Budget 
Report forecasts are based on mar¬ 
ket assumptions of the future path 
of interest rates and they were, at 
that stage at least, markedly down. 

The dominant view in the City 
appears to side with the Chancel¬ 
lor. Most economists believe that 
the economy will show more signs 
of sharp dedine and that the Bank 
will cut interest rates again to head 
off an undershoot of its inflation 
target (and deliver to Gordon 
Brown his softish landing). 

The truth is that, with inflation 
low and falling, and the possibility 
of serious deflation in the works, 
central bankers ought to be erring 
on the side of bigger monetary eas¬ 
ings. simply because they can. In 


America, this thinking appears to 
he well entrenched. Alice Rivlin. 
Deputy Chairman of the federal 
Reserve Board, recently said that 
“inflation is not a problem". Nor, it 
seems, is the fact that Wall Street is 
almost back to 5 per cent below its 
previous highs. Far from talking 
about irrational exuberance. Ms 
Rivlin responded to stock market 
strength with “we cant solve all 
the problems at one go.“ 

Britain’s central bankers, with a 
dreadful past inflation record to 
live down, do not yet seem con¬ 
vinced that deflation, not inflation, 
is the bogeyman now. For exam¬ 
ple. the Bank is projecting that in¬ 
flation will blip above target in the 
spring on the assumption that die 
minimum wage is going to push 
up labour costs. Yet, if the econo¬ 
my is slowing io near recessionary 
levels, it seems highly unlikely that 
the minimum wage will be enough 
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to boost earnings overall. Central 
bankers also have to take care not 
to misread the signals of. frankly, 
irrational financial marker play¬ 
ers. Remember the fact that the re¬ 
cent rally in Asian stock markets 
was set off by a rally in the yen. it¬ 
self largely triggered by the dis¬ 
tressed dosing out of huge short 
yen positions by hedge hinds. Ral¬ 
lying Asian stocks were seen as a 
sign of global recovery. US rate cut 
expectations eased, the dollar rose, 
the yen fell. 

Tim Bond, of Barclays Cap)ml. 
summed up this episode thus: 
“The improvement in global senti¬ 
ment has been wholly’confined to 
the finandal markets and appears 
to be a classic instance of reflexive 
reasoning, investors seeking ro as¬ 
cribe fundamental causes to techni¬ 
cal market movements and thus ex¬ 
trapolating an investment policy 
that is based upon an wholly incor¬ 
rect reading of the fundamentals.” 

The fundamentals remain dire 
in the developing world and. even 
for central bankers, it is real econo¬ 
mies. not the twilight zone of the 
markets, that should guide them. 


Germany’s demerging chemicals Branson ready 
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Carl Mortished 

reports on how 
the struggle for 
growth is being 
approached by 
two big rivals 

J urgen Dormann, chief 
executive of Hoechst, 
made good use of the 
“C" word yesterday, an¬ 
nouncing the demerger of the 
industrial chemicals business 
that would leave the German 
company a drugs and agro¬ 
chemicals group. 

It was a good gambit; “con¬ 
glomerate structure” raises the 
hackles of most analysts. Mr 
Dormann has been, “disman¬ 
tling the multilayered, com¬ 
plex Hoechst conglomerate” 
for four years. And yesterday h 
looked like the strategy was chi 
its last lap. The new Hoechst 
will concentrate on life scienc¬ 
es, “pursuing a market and val¬ 
ue-oriented approach”. 

He followed up with more 
words designed to please: “fo¬ 
cus" “value" and the Holy 
Grail of the new managers of 
todays drug and agribusiness 
firms — “life sciences". 

This time die speech fell on 
deaf ears and Hoechst shares 
fell to a record low. It was not 
all Mr Dorm arm's fault; his 
audience had heard the strate¬ 
gy too many times before. But 
analysts were more interested 
to hear news of the rumoured 
merger with Rhfine-Itoulenc- 
Yesterday. Mr Dormann 
would not or could not oblige. 

Hoechsfs strategy of refin¬ 
ing its business down to life sci¬ 
ences was greeted with a fan¬ 
fare when it was launched —it 
was a bombshell to the Ger¬ 
man chemicals industry, 'pie 
Anglo-American obsession 
with focus has been slow to 
take root in the industrial land¬ 
scape of the Rhine. 

Instead of a triumph. 
Hoechst’s dismemberment 
has been more like a slow 
death. In contrast Hoechst’s 
two German rivals, have reso¬ 
lutely refused to follow the 
Hoechst lead and do the splits, 
despite urgings from invest¬ 
ment analysts and bankers. 
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Jurgen Strobe, left chairman of BASF, which has diversified, in contrast to the strategy of Jurgen Dormann at Hoechst 


Bayer insists that its drugs 
business will remain within 
the fold while seeking partner¬ 
ships. Meanwhile. BASF is di¬ 
versifying further upstream 
and to add insult to injury, is 
proving remarkably resilient 
to recession while Hoechst’s 
profits have been battered. 

Hoechst’s third-quarter fig¬ 
ures showed both the impact 
erf collapsing chemical prices 
and a weak performance in 
die new areas of focus: phar¬ 
maceuticals and agrochemi¬ 
cals. Celanese, the industrial 
business set for demerger saw 
its operating profit halved 
while Hoechst Marion Rous¬ 
sel, the drugs business, has suf¬ 
fered from shrinking Japanese 
markets and the collapse in 
Russia. HMR’s result was af¬ 
fected by restructuring, but its 
sales and those of Agrevo. the 
agro-chemical joint venture 

with Schering. declined. 

BASF too. was hurt by third- 
quarter price pressures but is 
still forecasting higher profits 
for the year. The company is 
making money from its core 
chemical, plastics and coat¬ 
ings businesses as well as its 
health and nutrition ventures. 

Why is BASF being spared 
much of the pain? If you listen 


to its management, the answer 
is verbuntL Rather than adopt 
US-business school jargon. 
BASF bosses have invented 
their own philosophy, which 
runs counter to popular busi¬ 
ness wisdom. Roughly translat¬ 
ed, verbund means integration 
and describes the huge efficien¬ 
cy gains BASF has derived ai 
Ludwigs hafen. a massive 
chemical plant on the Rhine, 
by vertically integrating the 
production process. According 
to Peter Mackay at Dresdner 
Klein wort Benson, verbund 
works. “They pump in natural 
gas. oil and salt at one end, 
make everything and the by¬ 
products are recyded. There is 
very little actual waste." 


B ASF claims that ver¬ 
bund at Ludwigs haf¬ 
en saves the company 
DM1 billion (£360 mil¬ 
lion) and the company is build¬ 
ing on the principle in Texas 
and in Malaysia. So serious is 
BASF about integration that it 
has gone right back to the well¬ 
head in the North Sea as far up¬ 
stream as drugs and vitamins. 
BASF bought the Boots phar¬ 
maceuticals business. In Ger¬ 
many, BASF owns Winter- 
shall, an oil and gas company. 


Storm rising 
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FEELINGS obviously run 
high on emerging stock mar¬ 
kets, because the latest Reut¬ 
ers survey of fund managers 
attitudes there was subject to 
some ill-mannered heckling 
when it was launched at the 
City’s Drapers’ Hall yester¬ 
day. Stephen Parker, of Tem¬ 
pest Consultants, which drew 
up the report, was just essay¬ 
ing a mild defence, pointing 
out that not all stocks quoted 
on such markets had fallen, 
when an unidentified member 
of the audience started to 
query his research. 

The heckler’s anger is under- 


Ot LA 




V'V rt 

“It’s fro® Camdqt- 
They want *** to Pj® 
YeSersoatcbeards 
and more P4» 


standable if. as one must sup¬ 
pose. he is an emerging mar¬ 
ket analyst, because the Reut¬ 
ers data show that he has a 
three in four chance of being 
surplus to requirements. 

The survey quizzed fund 
managers around the world 
on their opinions of analysts. 
A total of 2.696 of these, or 76 
per cent, identified by Tempest 
received no votes at all. and no 
indication that the managers 
even knew they existed. _ 

Instead, the work is going to 
the same big names — you 
know which ones. Both fond 
managers and corporations 
had Merrill Lynch in top slot. 

A KIND letter from NatWcst 
expressing concern about the 
health of The Tunes football 
team. “Year 2000. Are you 
readtf" worries Peter Ibbet- 
son. head of small bustness 
services. A quarter of such com¬ 
panies think the millennium 
bug is “primarily an IT/com- 
puting issue", hut it is not. 

As it happens our team 
hasn’t been doing too well, ana 

some of The playen monmen ts 

am a hit robotic. I ring Nat- 
West. hut it is merely a round- 
robin fired off to all 
its business customers. I check 
with the team captain anyway. 
“The hw we’re going, the mil- 



CITY 

DIARY 

lennium bug will soon be play¬ 
ing for us," he says. 

Calling off 

The first week of December 
will not be an easy time for 
Chris Gent, chief executive of 
Vodafone. December 4 will be 
bad enough, when the MMC 
reports on charges in the mo¬ 
bile phone market But Gent 
has one more finandal hurdle 
to cross the previous day. Thai 
is when he will receive details 
of the settlement following his 
divorce, he told a City audi¬ 
ence yesterday. 


which, in partnership with Rus¬ 
sia’s Gazprom, has gained con¬ 
trol of 12 per cent of the Ger¬ 
man gas market. 

Were BASF a British or US 
chemical giant Wintershall 
would have been spun off. In¬ 
deed. Dupont has done the 
honours for Conoco while 
chemical rivals elsewhere 
have been shuffling their busi¬ 
ness portfolios. Specialty chem¬ 
icals operations were spun off 
in the hope that the fashion for 
focus would deliver gains for 
shareholders: Rhone-Poulenc 
shed Rhodia while the merger 
of Sandoz and Ciba-Geigy 
gave birth to Ciba Specialty 
Chemicals. Last week, Ciba 
merged with its Swiss sister 
company Clariant. which had 
previously been demerged 
from Sandoz. In Britain. IQ 
has attempted to refashion it¬ 
self as a specialty chemicals 
company, shedding its indus¬ 
trial heritage in an attempt to 
escape the punishing cyde of 
commodities. 

However, rampant corpo¬ 
rate activity has not delivered 
extraordinary gains for inves¬ 
tors, as Tony Cox of Dresdner 
KJeinwort Benson pants out 
‘The surprise is the speed ai 
which specialty chemicals 


an ONdigital box for his televi¬ 
sion. After all, anyone in the 
telecoms business must al¬ 
ready have the cornucopia of 
channels the industry has per¬ 
suaded itself we all want. No. 
not yet, he said — apparently 
there is a shortage of the 
things, and he has yet to trade 
one down. 

Grabiner was being too 
modest- He need only pick up 
the phone to his younger broth¬ 
er Stephen, who is chief execu¬ 
tive of ONdigitaL 


AFTER my note about Bemie 
Ecclestone and the use of the 
obscure word “ novated ” in his 
prospectus, my attention is 
drawn to a full-page ad in the 
Finandal Times taken out by 
CSFB hailing the Chrysler- 
Daimler Bens merger. 

The shares “are the first to 
trade worldwide m fth com¬ 
plete fungibility', it announ¬ 
ces. I wonder whether to call 
Rentokil. but instead check 
further. From the Latin word 
fungor, meaning to occupy 
oneself, it means interchange- 
able. Not an uncommon word 
on the bond markets, my in¬ 
formant says. “But you have to 
be a pretty sad train-spotter to 
put a word like fungibility in a 
£20/300 advertisement ." 





Box of tricks New cuisine 


MIKE GRABINER. chief exec¬ 
utive of Energis. was asked 
whether he had yer obtained 


THE cull of the celebrity chef 
reached new heights at Guild¬ 
hall for die Lord Mayor's Ban- 






Anton Mosimann did a tour 
of the tables at Guildhall 


rued Hoechst the cash it hoped 
to gain from selling Celanese; 
the industrial chemicals arm 
is to be floated off. And the 
mooted merger with Rhone- 
Pouienc has not fascinated the 
analysts. Referring to the 
weak drugs pipeline of both 
companies one said: “ft is a 
strategy born of weakness." 


U ltimately, one can¬ 
not escape the con¬ 
clusion that BASF 
is that rare breed, a 
successful conglomerate. Its 
strength is its strong chemis¬ 
try which generates a prodi¬ 
gious return on capital at Lud- 
wigshafen. The mountain of 
cash generated from plastics 
and bulk chemicals is then suc¬ 
cessfully reinvested. 

But BASF may now be un¬ 
der threat from within. Germa¬ 
ny's new Government is show¬ 
ing itself to be less friendly to 
the post-war industrial strate¬ 
gy based on industrial con¬ 
glomerates. It wants less invest¬ 
ment in big. polluting machin¬ 
ery and more in people and 
high technology. Pressure 
from the Green Party suggests 
that an energy tax is cm the 
way, which would spoil the ver¬ 
bund effect at Ludwigshafen. 

If the policy develops fur¬ 
ther, BASF may be forced to 
go abroad. It is already build¬ 
ing plant in Malaysia and Chi¬ 
na. Indeed, the BASF model of 
vertical integration is being fol¬ 
lowed closely in India where 
Reliance Industries, a success¬ 
ful polyester manufacturer 
has expanded into petrochemi¬ 
cals and further upstream into 
ail exploration securing sup¬ 
plies of natural gas. Recently, 
it has acquired a telecoms li¬ 
cence. The “C word is definite¬ 
ly still kosher in the develop¬ 
ing world.' 


have been derated. Rhodia 
was launched at Ftl40, it is 
now Fr95. It was the triumph 
of expectation over substance." 

It is an irony that Britain^ 
chemical giant knows only too 
well. IQ's profits were halved 
in the first quarter, mainly be¬ 
cause of the meltdown in its re¬ 
maining industrial business¬ 
es. But the new specially busi¬ 
nesses, acquired from Unilev¬ 
er for E5 billion, suffered an un¬ 
derlying fall in earnings, ele¬ 
vated to a flat result with a bit 
of help from an acquisition. 

Who is right, the vertical In¬ 
tegra Cionists or the focused 
players? In a sense, compari¬ 
sons are unfair. Having derid¬ 
ed to become a life sciences 
company. Hoechst can hardly 
be judged against BASF which 
is a chemicals business, albeit 
me that is investing heavily in 
pharmaceuticals and genetic 
engineering of plants. 

Hoechst is being judged on 
its performance as a drugs 
and agrochemical concern. It 
needs to grow and quickly if it 
is to compete with the likes of 
Novartis and Merck. Lacking 
a good drugs pipeline and 
strong presence in the US it 
will have to buy its growth. Un¬ 
fortunately, the market has de¬ 


que! Speech. Rather than the 
usual rubber chicken, the 
food, in a notable first, was by 
Anton Mosimann. 

Lord Levene of Portsoken. 
Tony Blair, Peter Mandelson 
and all the rest tucked into the 
usual minimalist stuff, on 
plates so grand that they prob¬ 
ably had to count them all at 
the end to make sure none of 
the assembled worthies made 
off with one. 

And then, incredibly, Mosi¬ 
mann himself did a tour of the 
banqueting hall, looking as if 
he was paying court at his 
own restaurant He was done 
up in foil chefs regalia, white 
hat, the works, and left to a 
round of applause. All very 
new Labour. 

Martin Waller 


R ichard Branson offered 
a novel incentive to doz¬ 
ens of train designers 
in Birmingham yesterday. 

The Virgin boss — who was 
opening a new design studio 
at Alstom, the UK-French engi¬ 
neer — handed out silver enve¬ 
lopes containing one half of a 
transatlantic air ticket. 

The designers get the other 
half if Alstom manages to de¬ 
liver new tilting trains to Vir¬ 
gin’s rail operation on time. 

This is the carrot The stick 
is not far away. On the wall of 
the new studio is a banner that 
details the cost of failure. 

Two months late in deliv¬ 
ery? Thai will cost Alstom 
about £10 milli on. A 10 per 
cent overrun on the cost of ma¬ 
terials? That will cost about 
£15 million, and so on. 

The banner will undoubted¬ 
ly focus the minds of the Al¬ 
stom designers as they pre¬ 
pare a prototype train for tests 
in the summer of 2000. 

. For their customer, however, 
the stakes are much higher. 
Mr Branson’s foray into nut 
services has been a public re¬ 
lations disaster recently. The 
poor punctuality of the Virgin 
services along the West Coast 
of England and Scotland has 
infuriated politicians and alien¬ 
ated many customers. 

Virgin argues that it is do¬ 
ing its best with the poor infra¬ 
structure it inherited — but the 
54 tilting trains earmarked for 
the West Coast are its best 
chance of winning over critics. 

With the help of trade im¬ 
provements, Virgin hopes the 
trains will eventually cut Ife 
hours from the five hours and 
20 minutes’ journey from Lon¬ 
don to Glasgow. The first 
should come into service be¬ 
tween May and September of 


2001. Any delay will leave Vir¬ 
gin open to another roasting. 

This does not leave Alstom 
and its Italian partner. Fiat 
Ferroviaria, much room for er¬ 
ror. The music drat accompa¬ 
nied the opening of tire design 
studio yesterday — the theme 
from Mission: Impossible — 
did not dispel this feeling but 
the engineers are confident 

They sav they have scoured 
the globe .o streamline the de¬ 
sign and manufacturing pro¬ 
cess. The vesigners are divid¬ 
ed into teams with complete re¬ 
sponsibility for one part of the 
train. There are no office par¬ 
titions: information must flow 
freely. The progress of the vari¬ 
ous teams can be modelled in 
3-D by computer. 

To ram home the need for 
punctuality, the number of 
days left before the first sched¬ 
uled delivery is displayed on a 
wall. Yesterday it read 866. 

Another board said there 
were 273 days before assembly 
of the test train starts. This 
deadline is vital. A good run on 
the test trade is crudal to solv¬ 
ing teething problems. Those 
who remember BR* attempt 
at tilt technology, the disas¬ 
trous Advanced Passenger 
Train, will appreciate this. 

Richard Branson appears re¬ 
laxed. “Obviously, one would 
like to see everything delivered 
on lime. We have to accept 
there is always a possibility of 
some slippage. At this stage we 
are hopeful and confident" 

He hopes the trains will en¬ 
able Virgin Trains to take busi¬ 
ness from short-haul airlines, es¬ 
pecially oh the London to Man¬ 
chester route. But if they are late 
or faulty, his rivals will have a 
field day. The dock is ticking. 

Adam Jones 
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28 ■ BUSINESS NEWS 

Fall in consumer 

confidence hits 

Northern Foods 


the TIMES 


BY Robert Cole, ctty correspondent 


NORTHERN FOODS, the 
supplier of prepared foods to 
Marks & Spencer and other su¬ 
permarket grocers, salt a 
shiver through the food pro¬ 
ducing sector yesterday py 
warning of weakening con¬ 
sumer confidence. 

The group also said mat the 
crucial Christmas trading was 
late to start .. 

Lord Haskins of Skidby. the 
long-time labour supporter 
who chairs the group, said 
that the sales trend had sof¬ 
tened in the second quarter 
compared to the first, and that 
the drift continued in October 
and November. 

Marks & Spencer takes 
about one third of the foods 
produced by Northern. Lord 
Haskins refused to comment 
on any possible effects on 
Northern of the current board 
power play at M&S. 

However, he said that tnere- 
tailert plans to increase me 


amount of its space it des¬ 
cales to food ought to bolster 
Northern’s prospects. 

Shares m Northern fell near¬ 
ly 8 per cent yesterday from 

167MP to 155p but others in the 

SmV also felt the chflL 

Hillsdown fell 5VSp to85p: Unit¬ 
ed Biscuits slipped^ j“®P 
and Hazlewood Foods lost 9p, 
or nearly 7 per cent, to close at 

12 The food producers’ sector 
index dosed down 2 per cent 
ona day the FTSE All Share 

average gained 
The bleak tradin g env iron¬ 
ment undermined profits at 
Northern Foods in 
months to September 30. TOe 
company made pre-tax profits 
of £40.2 million against bU 
million in the comparable per¬ 
iod last year. 

However, the direct cause ot 
the profits fall was higher in¬ 
terest charges. Money bor¬ 
rowed to fund acquisition ex¬ 


pansion and the purchase of 
capital equipment sent debt 
levels to £206 million, tram 
run million. The interest bill 
dimbed to £8.1 million from 
£25 million. 

The harsher outlook on the 
second half of the year also 
prompted analysts to cut their 
forecasts for full-year pr ofits- 
Consensus opinion had been 
that Northern would made 
about £101 million in the year 
to March 31. After yesterday's 
news, forecasts are that North; 
em will make only about E95 

million. _ 

Last year profits, restated to 
take account of the demerger 
of Express Dairies, the milk 
business, were £83 million. 

Earnings per share m the 
half year were 5.19p against 
5J55p. The half-time dividend 

is lifted, however, 4 per cent to 

2.6p. _ 

Tempos, page 26 





1 

i 

s 

s 

fi 

t: 

C 

6 

c 

a 

I* 

C 

c 

ft 

tl 

p> 


WTONESDWWVEMBERJLIW 

C&W lifted by 
Optus debut 
in Australia 



t 


BY CHRIS Anus 


rABLE & WIRELESS, the 

isss 

BBta tfB WUon) ^r‘h, 
Australian mobile phone 
group’s trading debut on th 

^^anys shares to- 

isbed their first day on the map 
Ret at AS2.65. a -L> per cen P£- 
mrum to their retad pn« 

when the company laundied 

1IS TlSfloSdon of C&W 

in which C&W owns a 52 per 
cent stake, was possible orUy 
because Dick Brown, chief ex¬ 
ecutive of the British compa¬ 
ny. managed to P^uade the 
Australian Government to 
change the law on foreign own¬ 
ership of telecoms groups. 

Yesterdavs strong perform¬ 
ance propelled C&W' Optus 
firmly into the ranks of Aus 
tralia’s top IS companies with 
a market capitalisanon ot 
A$9.2 billion. 

"It’s come on at a pretty 
strong price, there’s no doubt 


"c 

^SoSn^veab^- 
C&W, Which has mvested 
a£>ut A$3 billion in Optus f 
since it was set up ui January 

1092 Some analysts estimated 

that the British company 
made a nominal profit of 
about AS1-8 billion on the 
float. Shares in C&W' rose on 
the London stock market by 

3'AD to 691p. , 

“ c&w Optus’s success also 
underlined the change in em¬ 
phasis of the Australian stock 
market from the natural re¬ 
sources sector to finance and 
telecoms. The listing of C&W 
Optus comes a year to theday 
after the flotation of Austral¬ 
ia’s largest telecoms group — 
and C&W Optus’s biggest 
rival - Telstra Corporation. 

Telstra, which is still partly 
owned by the Australian Gov¬ 
ernment, achieved a 37 per 
cent premium ot its first day 
of trading, and has doubled its 
share price over the past year. 







Barlow 
considers 
move to 
London 

By Saeed Shah 

BARLOW, the South African 
industrial group, said that it 
would consider moving its pri¬ 
mary listing to London, join¬ 
ing a growing Tide of firms 
seeking to move from the 
Johannesburg exchange. 

However, the company, 
which has a secondary listing 
in London, emphasised that 
no decision had been made yet 
and that there was no timeta¬ 
ble for any move. 

Tony Phillips, chief execu¬ 
tive, said: “Given that 57 per 
cent of our profit comes from 
outside South Africa, we 
would be irresponsible to our 
shareholders if we are not locat¬ 
ing at it... we have not made 
any application to the Govern¬ 
ment and the Reserve Bank as 

vet, but we will consider it" 

' He said there was enor¬ 
mous potential to expand the 
group’s business overseas. 

Mark DreweU, head of cor¬ 
porate communications, said a 
London listing “made sense" 
in terms of raising finance but 
he added that Barlow had-no 
need for additional funds at 
die present time. 

Trie 57 per cent non-bourn 
African contribution to Bar- 
low's attributable profits, for 
the year to September 30, was 
up from 37 per cent the pre¬ 
vious year. 

Pre-tax profit fra - the period 
was L071 billion rand (about 
£107 million), down from 
R1232 billion. Turnover was 
up 19 per cent at R20538 bil¬ 
lion. An increased number of 
shares in issue meant earn¬ 
ings per share declined by 3 
percent to 3215 cents. A final 
dividend of 88 cents was de¬ 
clared, making a total divi¬ 
dend of 124 cents for the year, 
unchanged from last time. 


FirstGroup 
accelerates 
27% despite 
disruptions. 


By Sarah Cunningham gg 

FIRSTGROUP. the passenger 
transport operator, saw its 
profits jump 27 per cent m the 
firet half, despite severe disrup¬ 
tions on its train services ui the 

North West 

Moir Lockhead, chief execu¬ 
tive, said that the “significant 
operational difficulties” on its 
First North Western services, 
which attracted the attention ot 
Opraf. the Rail Regulator, and 
John Prescott, the Deputy 
Prime Minister, had kept pas¬ 
senger growth to about 4 per 
cent in the first half, against a 
forecast of 6 per cent He said 
that by early September operat¬ 
ing performance was restored- 

Pre-tax profit in the six 
months to September 30 rose to 
£38.1 million (£30 million), re¬ 
flecting the group’s high level 
of acquisitions. Diluted ^earn¬ 
ings per share rose from 7 2p to 

7.7p. The company is paymgan 
interim dividend of 25p (22p). 

Mr Lockhead said-that its 
first overseas operation, run¬ 
ning buses in Hong Kong, had 
been launched successfully and 
that the company is looking for 
other overseas opportunities. 



Lockhead: successful launch 


Enterprise sales 
defy flat market 


By Dominic Walsh 


Comparisons bnciude VAT and are 

Orange comparison basad on 


ENTERPRISE INNS, the 
fast-growing tenanted pub op¬ 
erator, yesterday defied the 
gloom pervading the beer sec¬ 
tor with an S per cent jump in 
like-foMike sales in the year 
to September 30. 

Its optimism was in stark 
contrast to Mansfield Brew¬ 
ery, where comparable sales 
in its tenanted estate were 
down 15 per cent and were 73 
per cent lower in its managed 
pubs arm. Mansfield’s profits 
also took a £1.2 million hit 
from the economic crisis in 
Russia, the biggest export mar¬ 
ket for its beer. 

Enterprise, which has dou¬ 
bted in size to more than 1,800 
pubs over the past two years, 
reported a 56 per cent rise in 
profits before tax and excep¬ 
tional to £225 million from 
turnover up from £605 mil¬ 
lion to £803 million. Earnings 
per share reached 26ttp (20.7p) 
and a final dividend of 5.6p 
makes a total of S.4p f7*ip). 

There was a charge of £33 
million from the integration 
of Gibbs Mew, which it ac¬ 
quired in February, including 
about 50 redundancies. 

Ted Tuppen, chief execu¬ 
tive, attributed the strong like- 
for-like sales growth to a focus 
on tenanted and leased pubs. 


without the “distractions” of 
brewing or managed houses. 
“We haven’t discovered any 
magic. We’re just doing our & 
job effectively.” he added. ^ 
Mr Tuppen said that the 
group, which recently bought 
Mayfair Taverns for £37.4 mil¬ 
lion, continued to seek acquisi¬ 
tions. He declined to com¬ 
ment on possible targets, but 
is understood to have decided 
against bidding for the tenant¬ 
ed estates put up for sale by 
Vaux and Green alls. 

A less upbeat note was 
sounded by Mansfield, which 
yesterday reported a 4 per cent 
fall in pre-tax profits to £11.1 
million in the half year to Sep¬ 
tember 26. Excluding the Rus¬ 
sian problems, pre-tax profits 
were up 6.7 per cent to £123 
million from turnover 1.6 per 
cent higher at £895 million. 

A dire summer and falter¬ 
ing consumer confidence hit 
trading at its pubs and contrib¬ 
uted to a 1.9 per cent decline in 
beer volumes. Sir David 
White, Mansfield’s chairman, 
said there were “not yet any in¬ 
dications of market improve¬ 
ments at home or abroad”. 

Earnings per share were 3.7 
per cent lower at 1239p. al¬ 
though it has lifted the inter¬ 
im dividend to 25p (235p). 
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THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY OFFERS: 

Better exchange rates - lower cost * less administration 
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Facsimile;+44 (0)171 419 7753 . 
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US media 
company 
to buy 
TMBG 

By Manus Costello 


THE speculation surroun¬ 
ding The Media Business 
Group, die advertising 
planner, came to an end 
yesterday as the company 
announced that a £27.9 mil¬ 
lion cash offer has been 
agreed, making million¬ 
aires of its founder and its 
managing director. 

The bid comes through 
Mediacom/TM BG, a new¬ 
ly formed company that 
will become a subsidiary 
of Grey Advertising, the 
US media group. 

The offer of IG7p per 
share represents a premi¬ 
um of 40 per cent on Mon¬ 
day’s dosing price of 76^p. 

Shares of Media Busi¬ 
ness Group have been trad¬ 
ing erratically, peaking at 
!34fep in March following 
the announcement of take¬ 
over talks, but falling back 
in early October when the 
deal was called off. 

Stephen Allan, manag¬ 
ing director, said that the 
volatility of the equities 
market had disrupted the 
deal in October but that 
"the break in negotiations 
made both parties realise 
this was a good move". 

Mr Allan bolds 9 per 
cent of the company and 
stands to make more than 
£25 million from the deal. 

Allan Rich, who found¬ 
ed the company in 1975 
and is currently chairman 
and chief executive, holds 
33 per cent of shares. He 
will make more than £85 
rnfflion from the deal 

The Media Business 
Group plans and buys ad¬ 
vertising time and space in 
various media, and has cli¬ 
ents including Xkea and 
TagHeuer. 

Last year the group 
showed pretax profits of 
£2.1 million on a turnover 
of £171 million. 

Analysts said that the 
offer had been expected al 
up to I20p per share earlier 
in the year, but that the 
agreed price was “sen¬ 
sible". 


Alstom slides on fears of 

. . , . . . , Alusuisse in talks 

shrinking Asian markets with German group 

.l. c..-i.rc aluminium, pack- 


By Matthew Barbour 

SHARES in Alstom, foe An¬ 
glo-French engineer formerly 
. known as GEC Alsthom, fell 
by almost 9 per cent yester¬ 
day after the company fuelled 
market fears of a shrinking 
Asian order book. 

The news came as the 
group announced its first re¬ 
sults since it floated in June. 

Pierre Bilger, president, 
gave warning that orders for 
goods with a short-term cycle 
were likely to slow over the 
next two years and the 

P&S sees 
no sign of 
recession 

By Raymond Snoddy 
media editor 

TORTS MOUTH & Sunder¬ 
land Newspapers, the region¬ 
al newspaper and convenience 
store group, said yesterday it 
saw no sign of recession in its 
business and advertising reve¬ 
nues were continuing to rise. 

Charles Brims, chief execu¬ 
tive said yesterday: “We have 
not seen any sign in any of our 
businesses of an economic 
downturn." P&S is, however, 
less dependent than most re¬ 
gional newspaper groups on 
classified job advertisements. 

The company announced a i 
62 per cent rise in pre-tax prof¬ 
its to £9.6 million in die six 
months to September 26. 

Operating profits from re¬ 
gional newspapers rose by 37 
per cent to £6-3 million on reve¬ 
nues up 13 per oent at £35.1 mil¬ 
lion- Contract printing revenue 
rose by a third to £7 million. 

One Stop Community 
Stores, PAS’S convenience 
store business, increased oper¬ 
ating profits by 26 per cent to 
£25 million on revenue up 18 
per cent to £66 2 million. 

The company, which al¬ 
ready has 201 One Stop Stores, 
plans to open at least 40 more 
a year for the foreseeable fu¬ 
ture. 


number of tenders for larger 
and longer-term contracts,, 
notably in Asia, would also 
fall. 

Some 21 per cent of Al¬ 
stom'S export business is' with 
Asia, ana some analysts have 
been concerned that this 
could be hit by the depreda¬ 
tion of Asian currencies. 

The warning came on the 
back of the announcement of 
increased net income for the 
six months to September 30 
up 15 per cent to 12) million 
ecus (£85.7 million) on sales 
down 2 per cent to 635 billion 


ecus. However, when figures 
from Cegdec, the French engi¬ 
neering business bought at 
the time of the company's flo¬ 
tation are stripped out Al¬ 
stom's first-half results were 
12 per cent lower. 

Mr Bilger predicted that 
net income for the full year 
would be in the range of 285 
to 315 million ecus, at the low¬ 
er end of analysts' expecta¬ 
tions. 

He said the company was 
preparing itself for railing or¬ 
ders by reinforcing and accel¬ 
erating its cost-reauction pro¬ 


gramme. Future restructur¬ 
ing plans include possible re¬ 
dundancies in the UK and 
abroad following on from tbe 
5,000 workers already laid off 
over the past year. 

“We are aiming to double 
the group's US sales to some 2 
billion ecus and are not ex¬ 
cluding further acquisitions 
there.” he said. 

Alstom is active in industri¬ 
al engineering such as power 
stations, high-speed trains 
and metro systems. 

The company^ new orders, 
which usually do not generate 


revenue for two to three 
years, rose to 737 billion ecus 
from 6.40 billion ecus last 
year, boosting the total order 
book to 16.02 billion ecus or 
173 months of work. 

The company yesterday 
also announced a contract 
worth over 200 million ecus to 
design and supply two 
SOOmegawatt toilers for a 
new power plant outside 
Shanghai. China. 

Shares in the Alstom, 
which is quoted in London. 
Paris and New York, yester¬ 
day dosed at Frl37.8 (£14.721. 






Challenger Martin Jay, who revealed that turnover at Vosperis support services arm rose by 78 per cent in the past six months 

Strong orders boost Vosper 


VOSPER THORNYCROFT, 
the warship builder, yester¬ 
day said it had enough orders 
to guarantee work for the next 
two years as the company di- 
versfies out of its traditional 
business. 

Vesper’s order book has 
jumped from . £163 million in 
Marti to £653 miHioa sup¬ 
porting both work in support 
services and shipbuilding. 


Support services, which 
works on military outsourc¬ 
ing contracts, is worth more 
than £400 million. 

Vosper, whose chief execu¬ 
tive is Martin Jay, is aiming 
for support services to bring 
in half of the company’s reve¬ 
nue. At present it d divers 43 
per cent of sales after turnover 
in die division increased 78 
per cent in the six months to 


September 30 compared with 
the same period last year. 

Vosper is looking to spend 
up to £50 million on new busi¬ 
nesses which would fit in with 
its drive to forge a broader 
company. Industry experts be¬ 
lieve a sale of Vickers's ma¬ 
rine propulsion operation 
could be possible after Vickers 
sold Rolls-Royce cars and 
amid consolidation in the in¬ 


dustry. Vosper has also said it 
would work with other compa¬ 
nies in joint initiatives. 

In the half year it increased 
pre-tax profits by 7 per cent to 
£143 million with earnings 
per share rising S per cent to 
30tep. The interim dividend, 
payable on January 13. was 
lifted 9 per cent to 9p. 

Tempos, page 26 


ALUSUISSE-LONZA Holdin^^the w ^srmed ii was in 
aging and chemicals maker. - lorn ^rate. on some kind of 
talks with Visa, the that Vfag. which 

co-operation. There may make a E5 billion 

has a market value ’five involved varying 

offer for Alusuisse. These dis sm ^ ^ concrete 

degrees of co-operaoon. ha. ^ Algroup. said, 

agreement." AJusiusse. bm is also a tdecom- 

Vtag has a core nero ££55 activities in alumini- 

municanons prowlerandhas ^n as vul- 

um. packaging disclosed that Mar- 

corporate raider, had 

bought a 63 per cent stake. 

Good growth at Rebus 

nrnt pp oTjnlications and services company, yesterday 

announced pre-tax profits up 32 per cent to L./million tor 

the six months to September 30. ^urno^rw^supl^per cent 

to £4833 million. Earnings per share 

the company declared an interim dividend of 0.77p (ftrfW- 

Harold SSm. chairman, said that the 

to its strategy of increasing its five divisions and had no plans 

for any large acquisitions. 

HW remains bullish 

HW CROUP, the specialist recruitment consultancy that 
floated in June, yesterday reported a 56 per cent nse m prMax 
profit to El.9 million for the six months to September 30. The 
company said: “Despite economic uncenainty. tradingover- 
all remains buoyant. We view the likelihood of skills short¬ 
ages disappearing as a very remote possibility." HW Group 
said gross fee income was up 563 per cent to E27.6 million, Ba¬ 
sic earnings per share were 5.8p (63pl and the company de¬ 
clared an interim dividend of lp. 

Helical Bar on the up 

HELICAL BAR. the property developer, yesterday reported 
profits up24 per cent to E83 million for the six months to Sep¬ 
tember 30. with turnover little changed at £603 million (£60.1 
million). The company said that while financial market tur¬ 
moil had meant "the outlook for rental growth has undoubt¬ 
edly deteriorated”, it did present the chance to buy opportunis¬ 
tically. In the first half, net rental income was 5 pier cent high¬ 
er at £9.0 million. The dividend was raised to 4p from 33p. 
with earnings per share up 51 pier cent to 252p. 

Great Portland ahead 

GREAT Portland Estates, the property developer, said yester¬ 
day that conditions in the markets in which it operates had 
not deteriorated, despite world economic problems. The com¬ 
pany said it expects to report second-half results broadly in 
line with those in the first half. Great Portland saw net rental 
income increase 8 per cent to £55.9 million in the six months 
to September 30. Pre-tax profits jumped to £28.4 million from 
£15.4 million Iasi time. Earnings per share were 5.7p (33p) 
and the company declared an interim dividend of 3p (2.9p). 
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Telford is unlike anywhere else in Britain. 

A place of surprising and pleasing contrasts 
where modem buildings live comfortably within 
the beautiful Shropshire countryside. 

Once the birthplace of the industrial 


•' ; \ V T . A V revolution - today it is the centre of a new 

•• rev°lution, providing opportunity and prosperity 

for hundreds of businesses and thousands of people. 

Visitors to Telford speak of the vitality of the town, the smooth-flowing traffic system, 
the enthusiasm of the young people, the general air of a confident, happy community. 

No wonder that these days, over 2,000 companies operate successfully in Telford. 
Find out how locating in Telford can benefit you. 


To get there, talk to CNT on 01952 293131 


Locations made for business success 
Ww w.cntorg.uk 

Ocher CNT teutons made for business success: Basildon Bracknell Central Lancashire Corby Crawley Harlow Hatfield Hem el Hempstead Milton Keynes Northampton Peterborough Redditch Runcorn Skdmertdale Stevenage Warrington Washington Welwyn c^ r< j 
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WARNING 


Bank charges can seriously 
damage your wealth. 


For a current accounr char preserves your wealth call 
us on 0500 30 20 11. quoting FP71, pop into your local 
branch or visit our website at www.nationwidle.co.nk 


It pays to decide... 
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Top dog with 




Alive 


an eye on 


the downside 


Actor George Clooney has a novel way of dealing with 
fame — he assumes it wont last. Martyn Palmer reports 


G eorge Clooney has 
a reputation as a 
regular guy. Take 
the time he 
bleached his hair blond after 
losing a basketball game. 
“The next morning 1 tried col¬ 
ouring it back and it was im¬ 
possible," he says. “It was like 
every colour in the world. I 
was in the chair for six hours 
and when it was finished my 
hair was calico.” 

And what about the love- 
making scenes he shot with 
his co-star Jennifer Lopez in 
his new film. Out of Sight! 
Clooney managed to ease the 
usual tension by cracking 
jokes before and after the cam¬ 
eras were rolling. "George 
likes to keep things light," 
Lopez says. "Filming those 
scenes is weird and can be diffi¬ 
cult, but with George it's a lot 
easier... That man is fun.” 

Yet it would be wrong to as¬ 
sume that the 37-year-old actor 
is coasting through life. When 
it comes to his career Clooney 
is serious, and seriously trying 
to find out where, exactly, he 
fits into the Hollywood 
scheme of things. 

“You come on set with me 
and there wfll be a lot of joking 
and kidding around,” he says. 
“Life is too short for us not to 
enjoy if and not to make fun of 
how ridiculous it can be at 
times and how ridiculous 1 can 
be at times. Don't get me 
wrong; I love this business, 
but it can be silly in lots of 
ways. But because of that peo¬ 
ple think you don’t take some¬ 
thing seriously and it doesn’t 
mean that at all.” 

He is also aware of just how 
fickle feme and fortune can be. 
He may be flavour of the 
month right now — or rather, 
flavour of the past four years 
since he joined the hit televi¬ 
sion series. ER — but accord¬ 
ing to Clooney that will not 
last. He learnt dial lesson the 
hard way, as he struggled to 
make the break early in his ca¬ 
reer. And, importantly, from 
observing two members of his 
own family — his father Nick. 
a TV news anchorman who 
found himself out of a job after 
being built up as a small-town 
celebrity, and his aunt, the 
1950s singer Rosemary Cloon¬ 
ey, who lost much of her for¬ 
tune through bad investments. 

“If you are lucky you get a 
ten-year run and if you are re¬ 
ally lucky you get a 20-year 
run. But there aren’t many 
Paul Newmans out there, you 
know, 70-year-old guys who 
still get the best scripts. Most 
of the time you are on a ranch 


somewhere going: ‘I was very 
famous! Everyone liked me! I 
was the sexiest man alive!’ ” 

His pessimistic attitude has 
led him to be extremely carefol 
with his millions: “I stick my 
money in the bank. I put it 
there and watch it.” 

But while his wealth may be 
secure, finding a niche in films 
has proved rather more diffi¬ 
cult. In ER, Clooney displays 
ease and charm alongside a 
strong ensemble cast Riding 
on the back of the show's enor¬ 
mous popularity, he returned 
to the big screen determined to 
wipe out the memory of his ear¬ 
lier, failed movies. So there 
were big-budget outings like 
The Peacemaker, with Nicole 
Kidman. One Fine Day with 


4 At the time 
ER took off 
I was 34 and 
had eight 
failed TV shows 
behind me’ 


Michelle Pfeiffer and Batman 
and Robin. None lived up to 
box-office expectations and 
Batman took a critical maul¬ 
ing. “I think 1 buried that fran¬ 
chise,” he says with admirable 
honesty. “I doubt very much 
that they will bring it back." 

Now, he feds, he should con¬ 
centrate on smaller budget 
character-driven films. Out of 
Sight, although a studio pro¬ 
duction. felt like an independ¬ 
ent movie, he says, and direc¬ 
tor Steven Soderbergh was al¬ 
lowed to work the way he 
wanted without interference 
from above. Clooney feels the 
result is his best film to date. 

“You get involved in a $120 
million movie and you don’t 
have any influence,” he says. 
“With die studios there are of¬ 
ten ten different chiefs all mak¬ 
ing notes, not all of them being 
creative. The independent 
world often has better 
projects.” 

Out of Sight opened in 
America in the summer and 
did reasonably well at five bent 
office. Perhaps more impor¬ 
tantly for Clooney, the critics 
loved it. This was a perform¬ 
ance that proved he could de¬ 
liver on the big screen. Cloon¬ 
ey plays Jack Foley, a foiled 
bank robber serving a long 
stretch after his latest hold-up 


went wrong. Then Foley 
breaks out and takes a federal 
marshal (Lopez) hostage. In a 
key scene, both are spooned to¬ 
gether in the boot of a getaway 
car and the attraction, if some¬ 
what unlikely, is instant and 
convincing. While Clooney'S 
pairing with more high-profile 
actresses, such as Kidman and 
Pfeiffer, did not ignite, this 
time the onscreen chemistry 
works. “It's essentia] that it 
works,” says Clooney. “But 
you can't plan for it because it 
comes down to luck." 

Clooney is now finishing his 
fast full series as a regular on 
ER. He will return for guest ap¬ 
pearances in future, but he 
feels he has honoured his com¬ 
mitment to the show and now 
is foe time to move on. “I love 
those guys,” he says. “We have 
a great time and I don't want 
to sever all my connections. 
But the show will probably 
run for another eight or nine 
yean: and they need new 
blood; they have to keep rein¬ 
venting it or it will die.” 

He is. however, keen to 
point out that although ER 
made him a star, he had cer¬ 
tainly served his time before 
being cast as Dr Doug Ross. 
Born in Kentucky and raised 
in Ohio, he drifted into acting 
after college. When he first ar¬ 
rived in Hollywood, in the ear¬ 
ly 1980s. Clooney found out for 
himself how tough the busi¬ 
ness could be. There were pi¬ 
tots for TV shows that mostly 
foiled to make it to a series and 
films, such as Grizzly Hand At¬ 
tack of the Killer Tomatoes. 
that hardly set foe movie 
world on fire. “At foe time ER 
took off I was 34, had eight 
failed TV shows behind me 
and 1 had been working in foe 
business for 13 or 14 years.” 



Nigel 

Williamson gets 
into the swing of 
the Jewish 


Music Festival 


K lezmer. the Jewish mu¬ 
sic of Easiem Europe 
almost wiped out dur¬ 
ing the Holocaust, today has 
an appeal that reaches far be¬ 
yond its traditional cultural 
ghetto. That it survived at all 
was mostly due to Jewish Emi¬ 
gres to America who got out be¬ 
fore Hitler destroyed their 
communities, and a few brave 
souls who kept foe music alive 
as an underground phenome¬ 
non in the Soviet Union, de¬ 
spite its suppression by the 
Communist authorities. 

The clarinettist Gregori 
Schechier comes from the lat¬ 
ter tradition, having emigrat¬ 
ed from Kazakhstan to Israel 
in 1987 before settling in Brit¬ 
ain. Halfway through the 
ninth London International 
Jewish Music Festival, which 
runs until the end of the 
month and includes 30 con¬ 
certs. plus dance and film 
events, workshops, lectures 
and exhibitions. Schechter has 
proved himself one of klez- 
mer’s most charismatic stars. 

Last week his Klezmer Rhap¬ 
sody for darinet and orches¬ 
tra, specially commissioned 
for foe festival by foe Jewish 
Musical Heritage Trust was 
premiered at the Barbican. 
Sandwiched between works 
by two great Jewish compos¬ 
ers. Gershwin and Bernstein, 
foe concerto married tradition¬ 
al melodies (in which some¬ 
where during foe last century 
foe darinet replaced the violin 
as foe prindpal instrument) 
with lush orchestral arrange¬ 
ments. Counterpoised against 
a marvellously sympathetic 
performance by the Oxford 
Philomusica. Schechter's dari¬ 
net conveyed the full gamut of 
human emotion, sometimes 
melancholic and sobbing, at 
other times uplifting as it 
picked up the giddy tempi of 
Yiddish dances. 


IS there life after 'ER ? George Clooney appears to have cracked it with Out of Sight, released in Britain next week 


Rapt in vivid sound colours 


T oday he lives happily 
in Hollywood with 
his girlfriend, the 
French law student 


Ssurxfar2l N O vert^3t7.30prn C^j*GMORE 

KIM CRISWELL sngswkh HALL 


WAYNE MARSHALL piano 

Music from the Golden Age 

of the American Musical 

tacknEng mp by Gourde Ga itiwhi. Vincent Ybumam 

and otter* 


£18, £15. £12. £8 a 


i tern Bac OfBeeOI7l 935 2141 


I his girlfriend, the 
(rendt law student 
Celine Balitran, 26. They have 
no plans to many — Clooney 
was married once before, for 
three years, to the actress Ta- 
lia Balsam —but are perfectly 
happy sharing his nine-bed¬ 
room mansion, complete with 
basketball court “I like it in 
Los Angeles. This is where I 
found all my friends; where 1 
found success and where IVe 
been treated very well.” 

Now Clooney is moving on 
to the next phase of his career 
without the safety net of J5R to 
fall back on. Early next year 
he will work with Soderbergh 
again on Leatkerheads, a ro¬ 
mantic comedy centred on 
American footbalL 
”1 feel more comfortable 
about my choices now,” he 
says. “Even though every one 
of the first few projects I did 
while I was dang ER was a 
great break for me. Out of 
Sight was the first one that 
was about me sitting and wait¬ 
ing for a great project The pay¬ 
off is that it’s a great movie.” 
• Out of Sight opens in Britain on 
Nov 27 


I f Morrissey was the king 
of indie during die 1980s. 
David Gedge .was foe 
prince. His band the Wedding 
Present counterpranted the 
grand romanticism of the 
Smiths with an earthier, kitch¬ 
en sink schtick. 

But while the sovereignty of 
Gedge is songsmithery is as ap¬ 
parent now as it was back 
then, the paucity of foe crowd 
in Whelan’s bar last Friday 
night suggests that increasing¬ 
ly fewer subjects are pledging 



allegiance. 
Thai sai 


Thai said. Cinerama are 
only a sabbatical from the 
Wedding Present for Gedge 
and have thus for kept a very 
low profile, with their album 


Va Va Voom sneaking into the 
shops during foe summer al¬ 
most unnoticed. 

Lyrically, the same scenar¬ 
ios are played out—Gedge cas¬ 
tigating girlfriend over her infi¬ 
delity, Gedge apologising to 
girlfriend for his — but musi¬ 
cally Cinerama are wide¬ 
screen Technicolor where the 
Wedding Present are plain old 
black and white, with two key¬ 
boards and a flute striving to 


create foe lush ultra-pop nor¬ 
mally associated with bands 
such as foe Lightning Seeds. 

But then G«ige has rarely 
stood still; the Wedding 
Present's major label debut 
was a lOin LP of Ukrainian 
folk music, and I99Ps superb 
Seamonsters saw them work 
with Steve Aibini and go 
grunge. But Gedge*s new in¬ 
carnation adds another string 
to his stylistic bow, with songs 
like the venomous Hate 
cloaked in the sheepish cloth¬ 
ing of countryish slide guitar. 
Me Next, though, with its lilt¬ 
ing flute and airy synth melo¬ 
dies, is perhaps more repre¬ 
sentative. 

Although there are six musi¬ 


cians on stage. Cinerama are 
officially a duo — Gedge’s part¬ 
ner. Sally Murrell, is adepr at 
keyboards, harmonies and. on 
the slowly captivating Ears. 
lead vocals. Hard. Fast And 
BeautifuL though, is one of a 
number of songs which have 
graduated from the Wedding 
Present school of guitar wig- 
outs. although there are no ac¬ 
tual Wedding Present songs in 
foe set. 

And. as usual, there are no 
encores, giving Gedge more 
time to sign T-shirts after the 
gig for the small but loyal 
army of serious-minded indie 
veterans. 


Nick Kelly 


THE climax to the London Jazz Festival, a 
series of concerts performed by French 
musicians under the umbrella tide 
Vagues Nouvelles. might have been specif¬ 
ically designed to counter the notion that 
the presence of substantial quantities of 
so-called “world music” in the festival’s 
programming was an indication of how 
impoverished jazz had become. Jazz has al¬ 
ways welcomed cross-pollination, and foe 
contemporary French scene is one of the 
roost hospitable — and consequently one 
of the most vibrant — in the world. 

The French contingent was spearhead¬ 
ed by guitarist Nguyen Le, bom in Paris 
of Vietnamese parents. Le is as thorough¬ 
ly imbued with foe raw power and im¬ 
provisation al fluency of Jimi Hendrix as 
with the filigree delicacy and formal poise 
of his parents' musical traditions, so the 
music resulting from the combination is 
utterly beguiling, with unrestrained gui- 


Heavy on 
the Gallic 


tar, trumpet and saxophone solos soaring 
over a dainty web of softly tinkling strings 
and gentle percussion. 

Tinkling strings — this time from the 
Breton harp of Kristen Nogues—also fea¬ 
tured strongly in her concert with British 
reeds player John Surman. His ability to 
blend one of the purest soprano sounds in 
the music with the quietest of instruments 
stood him in good stead when combining 
with Nogues's subtle virtuosity. 


The blending perceptible in foe music 
of violinist Dominique Pifarcly and pian¬ 
ist Francois Couturier was intramusical 
— between jazz and contemporary classi¬ 
cal music — rather than inferculturaJ. 
Touching on bases ranging from free jazz 
through to the most strict notation that de¬ 
manded performances of thrilling preci¬ 
sion, quick-wittedness and elegance, their 
music was at once formal and passionate. 
supple, sparkling and exquisite. 

As an embodiment of eclecticism and vi¬ 
brancy. however, the festival's concluding 
attraction, the trio comprising reedsman 
Louis Sdavis. bassist Henri Texier and 
drummer Aldo Romano — was hard to 
beat The band’s music combined ail foe 
wild improvisation at energy of the best of 
contemporary jazz with foe sheer vitality 
and punch of a power trio. 


T his week Schechter 
took over Islington's 
Union Chapel without 
the orchestra but with his five- 
piece Klezmer Festival Band. 
Drawing upon the same musi¬ 
cal roots as foe concerto, this 
was the party version, and it 
was nor long before he had the 
audience on its feet doing a tra¬ 
ditional Yiddish circle dance 
around the pews. The band 
played mostly dance music fea¬ 
turing the different tempi of 
foe frevlekh. the bulgar and 
foe sirba — otherwise known 
as fast very fast and furious. 

Between numbers Schechter 
wove fascinating stories about 
the musics provenance (the 
tune 7.40, he told us, was 
named after the timing of a fa¬ 
mous bonk robbery in Odes¬ 
sa) and, although on both 
nights his audience was pre¬ 
dominantly Jewish, his style 
and panache easily enabled 
him to reach out to a more di¬ 
verse audience. 
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Fit as the finest fiddles iSlS arraers 


MUSIC; Richard 
Morrison 

welcomes tvs^ 
revelatory boofo 


about the great 


violin-makers 




T te words “Strad" and 

priceless" go togeth¬ 
er as naturally as 
Yehudi and Men¬ 
uhin. True, no musical instru¬ 
ment has yet broken through 
the million-pound barrier at 
auction (£947.000 is the 
record)- But the finest of the vi¬ 
olins made around 300 years 
agoby the master craftsman 
of Cremona do change hands 
for several million pounds 
apiece in private deals. 

Mystique and hype doubt¬ 
less play their part in the cult 
of the Strad. There are many 
fine violinists who daim that, 
for sheer tonal richness, the 
1,000 violins made by Antonio 
Stradivari are eclipsed by the 
ISO-odd surviving fiddles of 
his far less worldly Cremonese 
neighbour Giuseppe Guameri 
del Gesu. Indeed, some of the 
most prominent virtuosi in his¬ 
tory. including Paganini. Heif¬ 
etz and Kreisler, preferred to 
play Guameris. 

Then, there are the histori¬ 
ans who say that yet another 
Cremonese family workshop, 
the Amahs, deserve a greater 
slice of posterity's respect than 
they are usually accorded. Pre¬ 
ceding both Stradivari and 
Guameri. the Amad family pi¬ 
oneered the shape and sound 
t of the fiddle as we know h to¬ 
day. 

And finally there are the 
hard-nosed anti-romantics 
who maintain that there is no 
"lost secret" about the art of vi¬ 
olin-making as practised in 
early 18th-century Cremona. 
They believe (with some justifi¬ 
cation) that, after a lean couple 
of centuries, superb violins are 
again being crafted. And if 
these instruments don't yet car¬ 
ry the gilt-edged investment 
potential of the Strads and 
Guameris (the world record 
price for a modem instrument 
is still under £ 20 . 000 ). so 
much die better. Musicians 
can afford to buy them. 

S uch arguments. wil£ be 
renewed this week 
with the publication 
by the London violin 
dealer Peter Btddulph of two 
remarkable books. The first is 
a study of Guameri s life and 
art, gorgeously illustrated 
with frontwards, backwards 
and sideways photographs of 
25 of his instruments. Four 
years ago. to mark the 250th 
anniversary of Guameri’s 
death. BtdduJph brought to¬ 
gether these instruments in a 
never-to-be-repeated exhibi¬ 
tion at the Metropolitan Muse¬ 
um of Art in New Yorfc. 

This two-volume book, pub¬ 
lished in a limited edition of 
2 . 000 , commemorates that 
achievement with essays and 
masses of technical detail, but 
chiefly with staggeringly beau¬ 
tiful life-size photographs. It 
comes at a pretty staggering 
price, too: £800 if you want the 
leatherbound version, or a 
mere £400 in doth. Yet even be¬ 
fore itsoffidal publication Bid- 
dulph has sold 850 copies. 

And just as the Cremonese 
makers spurred each other on 
to still more remarkable instru¬ 
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Side and front views of the “Cipriani-Potter" violin — one of Antonio Stradivari's early instruments, made by the Cremonese master craftsman in 1683 


ments. so Biddulph's Guar- 
neri project had an entirely un¬ 
expected repercussion for 
Stradivari scholars. Guar- 
peri’s life is poorly document¬ 
ed. and many enigmas sur¬ 
round his work. So at the time 
of the Met exhibition Bid- 
dulph commissioned two 
scholars. Carlo Chiesa and Du¬ 
ane Rosengard. to scour Cre¬ 
mona's archives for docu¬ 
ments that might shed more 
light on his genius. 

They did make a sensational 
discovery, but not about 
Guameri. Hidden away in a 
dusty official file, probably un¬ 
opened for 250 years (some¬ 
what to foe subsequent embar¬ 


rassment of foe Italian Govern¬ 
ment). was the last wifi and tes¬ 
tament of Antonio Stradivari. 

Dated January 1729, it con¬ 
sists of a manuscript written 
in Stradivari's own hand, and 
three subsequent revisions. 
These, splendidly illustrated 
with facsimiles, translations 
and interpretations by Chiesa 
and Rosengard. form the con¬ 
tent of Biddulph’s second 
book: The Stradivari Legacy 
(a comparative snip at £200 
leatherbound or £100 cloth- 
bound). 

Taken together, the wills of¬ 
fer a fascinating glimpse of foe 
tensions inside the Stradivari 
family and workshop — an 



awareness, perhaps, of a great 
era drawing to an end — as 
well as an insight into foe old 
masters mind as he wrestled 
with the question of who 
should take on the family busi¬ 
ness when he died- Sublime 
craftsman he might have 
been, but he comes across as a 
ghastly father, carrying a life¬ 
long grudge against his most 
independent son. Omobono. 
for a two-year jaunt to Naples 
that the young man had under¬ 
taken some 20 years earlier. 

In the event, the golden age 
of the Cremonese makers 
came crashing to an end with 
Stradivari’S death, eight yeans 
later. Chiesa and Rosengard 


T his may have been an 
extraordinarily rich cen¬ 
tury for music, but it 
has also been a bad century 
for musicians: indeed, the crea¬ 
tivity that comes out of hard¬ 
ship could have been the 
theme of An Evening of 
Banned Music at Islington’s 
Union Chapel. Simon Rattle's 
special presentation under the 
auspices of Index on Censor¬ 
ship. But this concert was nev¬ 
er intended as a comprehen¬ 
sive survey of persecuted com¬ 
posers. and the music was al¬ 
lowed to speak for itself. 

Music, of course, says 
things that words cannot ex¬ 
press. Thai is partly why musi¬ 
cal expression has often been 
feared by regimes. Most po¬ 
tent of all is the combination of 
words and music. This concert 
opened with Jffi Gomez sing¬ 
ing a Catalan folk song that 
long served as a symbol of re¬ 
sistance. Gomez also gave 
free-spirited accounts of two 
songs Poulenc wrote in sup¬ 
port of the French Resistance: 
it was a treat to hear Rattle as 
a piano accompanist 
More powerful, maybe be¬ 
cause Shostakovich suffered 
more, were the Russian com¬ 
poser's Four Monologues 
based on Pushkin, in whim he 
takes his country$ art song tra¬ 
dition and subverts it Robert 
Lloyd's singing was magnifi¬ 
cently dark, and Eleonora Bek- 
ova* piano playing under¬ 
lined the music's bleakness. 

Non-vocal music was repre¬ 
sented in the first half only tv 
four of ConJon Nancanows 
glittering StudiesforPlqyerPi- 


note foe irony: “Stradivari’s 
long productive fife and pro¬ 
longed dominance had the per¬ 
haps unintentional effect of 
bringing the whole Cremon¬ 
ese violin trade to its knees." 

If Stradivari had not been 
such a supremely gifted car¬ 
penter and ruthless business¬ 
man, would the Amati and 
Guameri families have car¬ 
ried on making superb violins 
through the 18th century and 
beyond? Possibly. But when 
you look at the sumptuously 
glowing photographs in these 
books — or, better still, when 
you hear a Strad or Guameri 
strokedintosoulfuJsongintiie 
concert hall —you cannot con¬ 


Rattling 

good 

idea 
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a no. which range from boog¬ 
ie-woogie to impressions of 
Mexico, foe country where he 
went to live after ill-treatment 
by American authorities. Rex 
Lawson pedalled them with en¬ 
ergetic precision. 

Messiaen’s Quartet for the 
End of 7Tme, composed in a 
Nazi prison-camp, is a tri¬ 
umph of creativity over repres¬ 
sion. Rattle was joined by an 
impressive line-up of Tasmin 
Little (violin), Lynn Harrell 
(cello) and Anthony Pay (clari¬ 
net} in a performance of shin¬ 
ing spirituality. 


W hichever of Stravin¬ 
sky’s many and mul¬ 
tifaceted theatrical 
works is the finest, one stands 
out as easily the most exciting. 
So it was natural that The Rite 
of Spring, which sounds as ex¬ 
plosive now as it did at its infa¬ 
mous premiere 85 years ago, 
should have been foe score to 
roundoff MiehadlUsozi Tho- ■ 
mas's illuminating survey of 
Stravinsky’s Stage Music with 
the London Symphony Or- 


I tzhak Perlman can pack 
foe Barbican twice over, 
but perhaps the real star 
of this show was the 
small, stooping figure who fol¬ 
lowed him on to foe stage. 

The Neapolitan pianist Bru¬ 
no Canine comes to London 
all too rarely. H is mostly on 
disc that one can hear his ex¬ 
quisite artistry, marked by a 
translucent sound and acute fo¬ 
ots. Mozart named his Sonata 
in D. K306. a "Clavierduetti 
mil Violin" and indeed it was 
foe ptanist who caught our at¬ 
tention, with a performance 
where every dement was in 
miraculous balance. 

Canino provided a bright, 
virtuoso narrative into which 
Perlman entered unobtrusive¬ 
ly. his brisk, nutty staccato 
characterising an unshowy ap¬ 
proach. His violin sound is fa¬ 
mously weighted towards its 
bass, and there is a dark core 
even to his higher range. Bin if 
the first movement seemed, 
eanhbound. Perlman’s palette 
bloomed in th eAndandno can- 
tabile . where his inimitable 
warmth came through. His 
way of looping up notes like 
otdfashioned handwriting can 
sound jarring in this reper 
toire, yet it is unselfconsrious. 
More problematic is foe un¬ 
comfortably wayward tuning 
on high, loud notes, foe wide 
vibrato, the sense of disconti¬ 
nuity when he plays large 
scale works, particularly no¬ 
ticeable in the Strauss Sonata. 
This ambitious, dramatic 



work needs a powerful mo¬ 
mentum to be convincing. 
Canino had foe piano lid al¬ 
most closed, which produced a 
fine balance in most of foe pro¬ 
gramme, but for this work it 
should have been up: Perlman 
needed a gargantuan torrent 
against which to engage, while 
Canino could produce only a 
mercurial accompaniment. 

The second half dissolved 
into “An Evening with Itzhak 
Perlman” with two pieces 
which cotiki have been en¬ 
cores, followed by four real en¬ 
cores. Not that he does the en¬ 
tertainer badly: foe charm 
with which he introduced his 
encores makes you wish he 
had announced the whole pro¬ 
gramme. Still, did his choice 
of Schnittke's graceful Suite in 
the Old Style and two short 
Smetana pieces betray a lack 
of stamina? Or was it for pleas¬ 
ure? He basked in these 
works, reserving a degree of 
communicative intensity for 
foe string of lollipops, a Wien- 
awslri Caprice, Tchaikovsky's 
Humoresque and Joachim's 
version of Brahms's first Hun¬ 
garian Dance. Few do them 
better. 

Helen Wallace 



cave of how the violin could 
be made any more perfect 
than the way it was made in 
those Cremona workshops. 

Man’s genius for coaxing en¬ 
trancing sounds out of inani¬ 
mate material didn't cease to 
exist after 1737, of course. It 
simply moved on to fresh de¬ 
lights: the pianoforte, the saxo¬ 
phone. the .euphonium, foe 
electric guitar, the synthesizer. 
All splendid instruments — 
but 1 tihirik it may be a while be¬ 
fore anyone spends £800 cm a 
book about euphoniums. 

• The Guameri and Stradivari 
books am be obtained from Peter 
Biddulph, 34 St Georges St, Lon¬ 
don WIR QND (0I7S-49I8621) 


cfaestra. And coupling it with 
Persephone, described fry the 
composer Elliott Carter as "a 
humanist rite of spring”, was 
an imaginative touch that in¬ 
creased foe unseasonal glow 
of a bleak November evening 
at the Barbican. 

Even without dancers, a 
sense of theatricality was sup¬ 
plied here by the visual specta¬ 
cle of a crack ensemble like foe 
LSO. This was a performance 
of staggering virtuosity, char¬ 
acterised by foe biting attack 
so typical of the band. But 
right man the opening’s quiet, 
wailing bassoon, it was also 
notable for foe dark, woody 
sound of foe orchestra, evoca¬ 
tive of pagan pipes. Tilson Tho¬ 
mas shaped an account that 
went to the primitive core of 
the work. 

Persephone belongs to an¬ 
other, later phase of Stravin¬ 
sky's creative life, and is a 
much gentler, more humane 
piece. The score, featuring 
some of Stravinsky's chastest 
harmonies and sonorities, has 
a cool beauty that was brought 
out by all the performers here. 

The London Symphony Cho¬ 
rus and New London Chil¬ 
dren's Choir were on excellent 
form. Hie tenor Stuart Neill 
had bright and beefy tone ap¬ 
propriate to foe tied amatory 
passages of foe high priest Eu- 
molpus. Most of ah, the ac¬ 
tress Stephanie Cosserat was 
the radiant embodiment of 
Persephone. Tilson Thomas 
conducted with real feeling for 
the work’s unique style. 

John Allison 


GREAT BRITISH HOPES 


Rising stars in the arts firmament 
_ MARIE MACLEOD _ 

Age: 18. 

Profession: Cellist 

Where to bear her? Tonight 
she’s playing Beethoven, 

Brahms and Bloch at 7pm in 
Stationers’ Hall. Ave Maria 
Lane. London EC4, as part of 
foe St Cedliatide International 
Festival of Music. 

Yet another prodigy? Well, 
she started foe cello at foe age 
of eight, “simply because my 
school in Woodbridge, Suf¬ 
folk. was giving free cello les¬ 
sons”. But shed expressed an 
interest in the piano at two. 
and started music lessons at 

five. At 11 she found herself at the Yehudi Menuhin School. 

Was that a shock to the system? "Yes, I found it very hard until 
my third year. Mainly because i didn’t like boarding, and there 
was immense pressure to work. Bui that's what l needed." 

Until now... Just two weeks ago Marie started a four-year de¬ 
gree course in music at foe Hochschule, Cologne.- M I went there 
mainly because Frans Helmerson is a professor there. Three 
years ago I was in his masterclass at the Manchester Cello Festi¬ 
val. and 1 was blown away by his teaching." 

Other mentors? Steven Isserfis is die main icon. “And Daniel 
Shafran. His sound is really individual He made me aware that 
the cello is above all a vocal instrument." 

Current preoccupations? “Apart from tonight's redial, not a Jot 
I’ve just changed teacher, so I’m concentrating on changing my 
technique. That’s drastic all to do with how 1 hold the bow." 

And she composes too? “Ob no! Not any more. I'm not patient 
enough. But I make jewellery, you know. Earrings, rings—all in 
silver. I'm trying to find an evening course in Cologne so 1 can 
continue with that" 

Hilary Finch 



1 he Royal Opera 
at Sadler's Wells 


2i 23 3 t December . 
i 5 8 (2 14 
January at 7 pm 


l 

! 


A now production 
directed by 
Francesca Zambello 
and conducted by 
Bernard Haitink 
and David Syrus 


Bedrich Smetana 


Tickets: *7.50 - £60 

Sung in Czech with English Sureties 

Sadler’s Wells Ticket Office: 0171-863 8000 

FirstCall: 0171-4201166 

Sadler’s Wells, Rosebery Avenue, Islington, London ECi 
Nearest O Angel Hjj 

Sadler's Wells E 
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Ewan McGregor on stage 
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Paris dusts off Zemlinsky 
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RECOMMENDED TODAY 


Gukia to arts and entertainment complied by Maril Hargle 


LONDON 


um£ MALCOLM AND HIS 
STRUGGLE AGAINST THE 
EUNUCHS: Denis Lawson directs hia 
nephew Ewan McGregor »i David 
HaJHweffs celebrated student tasasl 

pjay. 

Hampstead Theatre (0171-722 
9301). Opens tonight. 7pm. Q 


THE HOYAL CONCERT. The BBC 
National Orchestra at Wales under 
Mark Wggtesworih performs the 

annuel St Cec&atide concert In aid at 

muMdans' chanties. Tfipett's last 
orch e st ra l wortt. The Rose Laxe, is 
totewed by Strauss's Four Last Songs 
and Brahms's Fourth Symphony. 

With the soprano Joan Rodgera. 
Festival Han (0171-990 4242). 
Tonight, 7.30pm. B 


STOMP: Luke Cresswel brings his 
marweaous percussion troupe bade to 
Britan after loo long away. A national 
lourfolowsu 

Roundhouse. N1 (0171-420 0171) 

Opens MrtghL 8 pm. 



Joan Rodgers sings at 
the Festival HaU 


CARMEN: Bugles and drums evoke 
me ceremonies erf Southern Spain as 
the dancers, singers and musicians 
ot La Cuadra de Semite returns the 
tale of the gypsy girl to its Andalusian 
roots Salvador Tdvora's spectacular 
Ramanco-flavourad production 
marks the company's London debuL 
Sadler’s WeUs (0171-713 6000). 
Opens tonight. 8 pm. (g 


Webern, Schoenberg and Zamfinsky. 
Festival Box Office: (01232 685577). 


BRIGHTON: The I 
Company's four-day visit here opens 
wflh a hiptydh of woikB by Meree 
Cunninc^am, Christopher Bruce end 
Sioblwi Davies. 

Theatre Royal (01273 326488). 
Opens tontght 7.45pm. 


ELSEWHERE 


BELFAST: One ot the world's tare- 
most string bands, the Leipzig 
Quartet, pays a visit to the Festival, 
the fire! ot two concana in the Harty 
Room today (5.15pm) afters a per¬ 
formance erf Schubert's Death and the 
Manten toflowed by ( 10 pm) music by 


LIVERPOOL: The award-winning 
pianist Alexander MeWtovjota the 
Royal Liverpool Philharmonic 
Orchestra under Petr ASrichter in 
Mozart's Plano Concerto No 20 in □ 
rmnoc. Also on the programme are 
works by duck and Bruckner. 
Phabarmonk: Hal (0151-709 3789). 
Tonight. 7.30pm. 


NEW WEST END SHOWS 


Jeremy Kingston's choice at theatre showing in London 
■ House hid. mums only H Some seats avaBaM* □ Seats at all prices 


□ THE BACKROOM: Soho Theatre 
Go's five plays/ftw weeks season 
coramues with Adrian Pagan's look at 
Earts Court rent boys. Winner ol the 
Verity Barqate Award. 

Pleasance (0171-609 1800). 


Heme Macdonald (tracts. 
Almeida (0171-359 4404). £} 


□ THE BEST OF TIMES: The Bride¬ 
well Theatre's enjoyable programme 
of Jerry Herman songs from La Cage 
aux Folles. Marne. Mack & Mabel and 
Heflc Ooity* transfers to tfie Wtesr 
End Cest Includes Kathryn Evans. 
Voudovflte (0171-836 9887). 


B INTO THE WOODS: Sondheim's 
nightmarish taka on (atroutte laky 
tales. John Crowtay directs the winter 
musical. See review, right 
Doranar (0171-368 1732). 5 


and 


□ MY BOY: Tom Conti in John 
Donie's short comedy giving 
Joseph's side ol the Jesus story. 
Pres release cals It 'enchanbng*. 
Richmond ( 0181-940 0088). K 

B MUCH ADO ABOUT EVERY¬ 
THING: Jackie Mason’s new one- 
man show, brings a sharp eye and a 
cutting tongue to the current scene. 
Playhouse (0171-839 4401). £) 

□ THE STORM: Susan Lynch. 
Maggie Steed, Tom Mannton n a 
revival of Osbiwsky's 1BS9 drama ol 
a BtUEng. passionless marrfage. 


B BRITANMCUS: Diana 1 
Toby Stephens play the i 
Agrippina and her impertel son Nero 
in Reekie's great paSUcal drama. 
Jonathan Kent cfirects Robert David 
MacDonald's translation. 

Albery (0171-3881730). 

□ THE INVENTION OF LOVE' John 
Wood plays the aged A.E. Hauaman 
twitting his early sail In Tom 
StopparcTagHtattag play. West End 
transiar tar Richard Eyre's National 
Theatre production. 

Royal. Haymartet (0171-930 8800) 

B HAROUN AND THE SEA OP 
STORIES: Salman RushrSe'S He lor 
children daseted by Tim Supple: a 
storyteller loses his abBtty to tel tales 
and his son must save him. 
CofleskM (0171-452 3000). Q 


FILMS ON GENERAL RELEASE 


Geoff Brawn's choice of the fattest movies 


NEW RELEASES 


BLADE (18): Extravagant, jumbled 
horror fantasy, tun far a time, wfth 
Wesley Srvpes as the vampire- 
hunting action hero from the pages ot 
Marvel Comics. With Stephen Dorfl. 
Director, Stephen Nonrington. 


THE OODCOUPLED (15): MMy 
amusing but unnecessary sequel, 
with Walter Matthau and Jack ' 
Lemmon as the mi sm atched par 
reunited tor a tamly waddng. Witten 
by Neil Simon. 


CURRENT 


FEAR AND LOATHING IN LAS 
VEGAS (18): Terry GJham's 
incBge&tibta and wearisome version at 
Hunter S. Thompson'a novel about a 
journalist on a (kugs binge in 1971. 
With Johnny Depp. 


ANTZ (PG): Neurotic ant finds himaei 
a war hero. Ingenious cwnjxdar- 
generalsd arwmaBan. matched to the 
voices ol Woody ABen, Sharon Stone 
and Sylvester Soflone. 


HENRY FOOL (18): Uncouth 
vagabond shakes up dysfunctional 
New Jersey tamtfy. Whimsical epic 
from Hal Hartley, with some great 
momen ts . With Thomas Jay Ryan. 
Jamas Urtaniak, and Parker Posey. 


MY NAME B JOE (15): Reformed 
Glasgow ataohde betfns an 
awkward romance wfth a healtfiuuru 
worker. Impassion ad marvel from 
director Ken Loach. 


HOPE FLOATS (PG): Can Sandra 
Bulock survive the colapse at her 
marriage? Do we cere? Predictable 
drama, wtth Harry Comtek Jr. 
Director. Forest Whitaker. 


THE EXORCIST (IQ: The D 0 vB takes 
possess i on of 14-year-otd Linda Blair. 
A mleatona in movie horror, ra- 
released on its 25th annlveraaiy. 


INSOMNIA (15): Homicide cop with 
frayed nerves tries lo solve a teenage 
gut's murder. Clever end atmospheric 
Norwefpan thrfflsr. With SteSan Strare- 
gftrd: director. Erik SkjoWbjaerg. 
LEFT LUGGAGE (PG): Superfeaal 
and unbefiovobie drama about 
contng lo terms with the HotocauSL 


PRIMARY COLORS (15): John 
Travola's prertdantlal cancSdate runs 
into Bex s canda ls . Very potahed 
poHcal satire, outstripped by recent 
events. WWt Emma Thompson. 


SMALL SOLDIERS (PG): Action 
figures implanted with US Defence 
department daps give nrburbia a . 
hard time. InvartlvB famffy fflm laoed 
wtih adult satke. 



woodland 



A ssassins,. Company,' 
and now Into the 
Woods-, once again 
the tiny Donmar is 
aiming do prove that Stephen 
Sondheim is ill-served by 
large stages, ample auditori¬ 
ums. lavish scenery and the 
other trappings of the Great 
White Way. And, yes. when 
the characters launch into a 
fiendishly clever lyric that con¬ 
trives to pack thick, stick, side, 
prick, thicket, pick it, thickest 
and quickest into a 30-word 
span, one is again grateful for 
the unmiked cast and the dose 
contact The only trouble is 
that despite John Crowley's 
brisk direction and his brother 
Bob’s dense coniferous back¬ 
drop, Woods wont quite be 
transformed from an irritat¬ 
ingly uneven musical into a 
good, strong one. 

The first act though over- 
long, is enjoyable enough. 
There are familiar figures 
among those making journeys 
of discovery into the Jungiari 
shadows of the woods imag¬ 
ined by Sondheim and his li¬ 
brettist James Lapine: Red 
Riding Hood, Cinderella and 
her prince. Jack the Giant- 
killer-to-be, the prince who 
falls for Rapunzel, a witch 
with a withered tree growing 
from her head and a slice of 
stag-beetle protruding from 
her black tattered dress. To 
these have been added a cou¬ 
ple of characters unknown to 
the Grimms: Nick Holder's 
Baker, and Sophie Thompson 
as his childless wife. 

Nothing wrong with that 
Since this couple have been 
told by Clare Burt's splendidly 
malicious witch that they will 
become fertile only if they col¬ 
lect a red cape, a gold slipper, 
some yellow hair and Jack’s 
white cow, die ersatz fairytale 



gives unity to the authentic 
ones. And when Sheridan 
Smith's pert blunt, Essex-girl 
Riding Hood is hobnobbing 
with Damian Lewis’s vaguely 
paedophiliac Wolf — “there’s 
no possible way to describe 
what you feel when you’re talk¬ 
ing to your meaJ” — the show 
verges on the irresistible. 

But as they showed with 
Sunday in the Park with 
George, Sondheim and Lap¬ 
ine find second halves irk¬ 
some. Fbr a bitit looks as if we 
are in for an entertainingly 
arid study of what happens af¬ 
ter happily-ever-after. Rapun¬ 
zel is badly in need of a shrink 
to help her to get over being 
stuck in a tower for years with 
nothing but a witch and her 
hair for company. The two 
princes, having attained seem¬ 
ingly unattainable women 
and married them, now start 
yearning for the even less at¬ 
tainable Sleeping Beauty — 
and express their joint wander¬ 
lust in the evening's finest fun¬ 
niest song. Agony. 

But cynicism disappears 
with the arrival of the Giant’s 
widow, who makes the stage- 
lights wobble as she hunts 
down Jade, and Sondheim has 
nothing believable or interest¬ 
ingly unbelievable to put in its 
place. The show collapses into 
a dreadful didactic muddle 
about the importance of leg¬ 
end, the complexity of truth 
and goodness, foe rued to con¬ 
front problems boldly, the vir¬ 
tues of interdependence, and 
so on. “No one is alone," cho- 



Mom’s 


here. 


Sonny 


IF IT doesn't win an award for . 
anything else. Sonny Deree’s 
Life Flashes Before His Eyes 
— Bill Bozzone’s short, sharp 
chunk of Tarantino comedy at 


Kl 


Even Gare Burt’s splendid witch can’t quite find the magic to lift Sondheim’s fairytale 


rus the huddled survivors of 
die Giantess’s dumplings — 
and we seem meant to re¬ 
spond to their upbeat pother 
as if it were Beethoven's Ode 
to Joy. 

Silly, pretentious stuff: yet it 
does come with harmonies 
that make every other Broad¬ 


way composer sound unso¬ 
phisticated and with some 
thoroughly likeable perform¬ 
ances. among them a spindly, 
aghast mother for Jack from 
Sheila Reid and, from Thomp¬ 
son, a baker’s wife who wryly 
injects a sense of absurdity 
into lines like “mv husband's 


somewhere in the woods undo¬ 
ing a spell". If both had sur¬ 
vived the second half, instead 
of insisting on expiring, may¬ 
be the evening would not have 
sagged so badly. 

Benedict 

Nightingale 


The Room. Richmond —V] 
should at least sweep all be¬ 
fore it in the title stakes. [ 

In a seedy motel somewhere 
near Newark airport. Sonny’s 
grubby life is about to come to 
a sensational end for the want 
of $9,000. The parrots he or¬ 
dered from Brazil have turned 
up deep frozen, and the Mafia 
has sent one of its finest young 
meatheads to do the honours. 
Mick’s speciality is chainsaws, 
a messy business, but he takes 
pride in his work. 

We arrive at the point where 
Sonny has run out of phone 
numbers and Mick is trying to 
ldckstart his chainsaw. Ray ^ 
Macallan’s podgy loser begs 
for time on his knees. Out of 
precisely nowhere comes Son¬ 
ny's long-lost mother. Emma, 
with the requisite cash but con¬ 
ditions of her own. She wants 
Sonny to call her Mommy, 
draw a happy family for her re* 
frigerator door, and sing a 
corny sone which goes along 
the lines of "There's no greater 
bond than that between a 
mother and her son". 

If the jokes weren't so spry, 
this quirky conflict between 
Emma’s rose-tinted view of 
the past and Sonny’s sleazy 
memories would be derisory. 
Emma Gregory’s frantic pro¬ 
duction does nothing to curb 
the cartoon excesses, so tto'./y 
the tension exits through ihe^ 
floorboards. Macallan’s gib¬ 
bering bears the hallmarks of 
over-acting rather than a man 
who’s about to be pruned. PJ. 
Bickford’s amiable hitman 
goes about his business like a 
committee member from the 
Real Ale campaign. Only ven¬ 
erable Marcia Warren manag¬ 
es to unearth any genuine emo¬ 
tion. That there’s still enough 
fizz to call it a tonic by the end 
speaks volumes for Bozzone's 
bizarre sense of humour. 





James 

Christopher 


T wo wicked children are at the 
centre of an extraordinary dou¬ 
ble ibill at the ParisiGp£ra*>Tbe. 
idea of pairing Zemlinsky’s little- 
known oneacter Der Zwerg (The 
Dwarf ) with Ravel's reasonably famil¬ 
iar L’Enfant et les sortileges was one 
of brilliance. The other was to engage 
as director Richard Jones, who is 
something of an expert on the childV 
eye view of things, as the Covent Gar¬ 
den Ring revealed. He and his design¬ 
er, Antony McDonald, have respond¬ 
ed with a double staging of quite ex¬ 
ceptional imagination. 

By far the nastier of the pair is the 
Spanish Infanta of Der Zwerg. She is 
showered with presents on her 18th 
birthday, one of which is a hideous 
dwarf whose tragedy is that he is 
quite unaware of his own ugliness. 
The Infanta’s revenge is to make him 
face up. literally, to his own grue¬ 
someness in the reflecting surface of 
a grand piano. The dwarf dies and 
the Infanta, after a cursory glance at 
her now broken toy, goes off to the 


Child’s play for the wicked 


dance. This is hothouse' material, 
which Zemlinsky culled in the early 
1920s fronifOstar Wilde's macabre 
short story, The Birthday of the Infan¬ 
ta. In its decadence, simultaneously 
exotic and depraved, it comes directly 
tram the world of another Wilde sto¬ 
ry. Salome. And much of the score, 
spiky and lush by turn, reflects the 
mood and orchestration of Richard 
Strauss's opera. 

Attempts have been made over the 
past 20 years, mainly in Germany, to 
revive some of the eight operas by 
Zemlinsky, who still does not rate an 
entry in KobbC. His latest champion 
is James Conlon, music director of 
the Optra, who draws a searing per¬ 
formance from his Paris orchestra. 
But Conlon would not have succeed¬ 
ed without the vision of Richard 
Jones and his production team. The 


OPERA IN 
PARIS 


opera is set against a background of 
livid oriental colours, and a backdrop 
of powerful asparagus spears. The lat¬ 
ter could have been a matter for jest 
but Jones succeeds in turning them 
into objects of menace, phallic ad¬ 
juncts of the Infanta's earning of age. 

The American tenor David Kue- 
bler gives the performance of his ca¬ 
reer as the Dwarf (a mannekin 
strapped to his torso), his keen knife- 
edged voice cutting through the some¬ 
times complex text There are other 
notable contributions from Andrew 
Shore as the impassive Major-domo 
and Susan Anthony as another mem¬ 
ber of the household. Christine 
Schafer looks well enough as the 


hoop-skired Infanta, but the voice 
sounded small and the personality 
was insufficiently vicious. 

After the cruelties of Der Zwerg the 
misbehaviour of the Child in Ravel 
seems quite mild. Smashing teapots, 
tearing the wallpaper and knocking 
over the grandfather clock are mere 
tantrums. But Ravel, with the help of 
his libremsi (Colette no less), makes 
the crucial point that maltreatment of 
the inanimate can lead quickly to mal¬ 
treatment of the animate. L'Enfant is 
a revenge opera, but with the softest 
of centres. It only needs one kind ac¬ 
tion from the Child, when he bandag¬ 
es the wound of his pet squirrel, and 
the return of Martian for the world to 
be set to rights again. 

Antony McDonald devises another 
series of quickfire stage pictures, nota¬ 
bly the shepherds and shepherdesses 


who step from the tom wallpaper 
and the mad maths master who tor¬ 
ments his class with crazy numbers. 
Gaele Le Roi as the Child, a hoyden- 
tsh figure in knickerbockers, dashes 
around the stage, in and out of this 
half-nightmare galaxy of imaginings. 
A large cast doubles up on roles as 
Ravel specified, with Anna-Maria 
Panzarella (Shepherdess and Bat) 
and Franck Legufirinel (Grandfather 
Cock and Tom Cat) outstanding. 

At the Bastille the revival of Bell¬ 
ini's I Capuleri, which started life in 
Geneva ten years ago, is now looking 
a bit tired. But it has a star perform¬ 
ance from the young Chilean so¬ 
prano Cristina Gallardo-Domas as 
Giulietta. She has the ability to string 
together clusters of pearly notes, each 
perfectly articulated, with effortless 
ease. Much more will be heard of 
her. Bruno Campanella’s conducting 
is neat but loo bloodless: Capuleri 
needs fire in the pit. 
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On the street where you live 


A quiet road in 
Chelsea provides 
a telling index of 
change in the 
housing market. 
Report by 
Rachel Kelly 
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T hose trying to judge the 
state of the housing mar¬ 
ker are bombarded by sta¬ 
tistics that are all but 
meaningless, mostly because they 
are so general. This month, for in¬ 
stance, the Halifax reported a 12 
per cent rise in prices, yet others 
say that the slump in the market is 
worsening. 

_ Further confusion is sown by the 
difference between aspirarional ask¬ 
ing prices and the price at which a 
house eventually changes hands. 
Agents rarely confirm the actual 
price at which a house is sold, and 
may be bound not to reveal it by 
confidentiality agreements with 
their clients. Nor. at the moment, 
does the Land Registry reveal the 
price paid, although the Govern¬ 
ment is considering changing the 
system. 

In a rising market, asking prices 
race ahead and can be matched by 
buyers in bidding wars. But in to¬ 
day's falling market, the difference 
between asking and achieved pric¬ 
es can be as much as 15 per cent 
Savills, the estate agents, believes 
that there is a third category of pric¬ 
es — the real value of property, 
judged by professional valuers and 
based on comparable sales. The 
company's index of residential val¬ 
ues for prime properties in Central 
London uses this real-value ap¬ 
proach: movements are established 
by looking at what has happened to 
similar properties on the open mar¬ 
ket 

The index shows that prices fell 
by 02 per cent in the third quarter 
of this year, and will be down by 2 
per cent by the end of the year. 

But there are problems with real 
values, too. In a plummeting mar¬ 
ket owners would rather not sell at 
all than sell for a “real value”. The 
market dries up altogether, as own¬ 
ers wait for better times. 

So it is back to actual transaction 
prices. One way of monitoring 
these is to track what has happened 
to sales of houses in a single street 
It is an interesting, althought inex¬ 
act, experiment. 

Halsey Street, SW3. provides a 
fascinating insight into property 
prices. Lane Fox has handled the 
sale of 17 houses in the street over 
the past ten years. Halsey Street is 
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Halsey Street SW3, where a bouse recently sold for twice the price it fetched in 1991, proving that even in uncertain times, homes in select areas wfll outperform die market 


dose to Sloane Square, and the 
houses command a premium be¬ 
cause of its location. 

Currently Lane Fox is selling No 
44. a west-facing house which is on 
the market for £950.000. Two other 
houses on the eastern terrace are 
also on the market for the same 
price. Yet only this summer, a simi¬ 
lar house was being marketed for 
£12 million — a change that reflects 
the slump in the City, the turmoil in 
Russia and the sense of economic 
gloom. 

No 39 Halsey Street has also re¬ 
flected the changing market over 
the past ten years. This Victorian 
terraced family house has four bed¬ 
rooms. two bathrooms and an at¬ 
tractive 35ft west-facing garden. It 
has recently been redecorated. 

Houses on the west side of the 
street have generally fetched some¬ 
what lower prices because of the 
overland rumble of the District and 
Cirde Line and the fact that both 


houses and gardens are slightly 
smaller than on the eastern side. 

Lane Fax first sold No 39 in May 
1993 for £690.000. It had been sold 
through a different agent only two 
years previously for £485.000 — a 
40 per cent increase. According to 
the Halifax House Price Index, 
house prices had been decreasing 
in the country as awhole from ear¬ 
ly in 1990. 

In Greater London, the decline 
had started a year earlier and was 
steeper, with prices down 53 per 
cent on the previous year. But the 
Halsey Street sale indicates the tru¬ 
ism that a good family house in a se¬ 
lect location can outperform the 
marker and make a mockery of na¬ 
tional statistics. 

“There is always a lot of interest 
in Halsey Street," says Lulu Eger- 
mn. a director of Lane Fox. Us pret¬ 
ty houses of stucco and brick make 
it an extremely popular street m 
Chelsea. The size of the properties 


— in between that of the cottages 
and of the larger houses available 
in other parts of the borough — 
makes them ideal for parents with 
young children. The street itself is 
wide, light and tranquil, creating 
an agreeable environment for resi¬ 
dents. 


O ne inhabitant of the 
street is Michael Clode. 
a senior partner in a law 
firm. He has lived in 
Halsey Street for five years with 
three of his four daughters. “It is a 
very convenient and pleasant place 
to live," be says. “It is close to many 
pubs, restaurants and shops, and 
because it is a wide street, parking 
is never a problem. It has also re¬ 
tained some of the character that 
other areas have lost” 

By 1996. No 39 was for sale once 
again. After remaining on the mar¬ 
ket for three months, it eventually 
sold for its 1993 price. E69WXX). 


Although the market was begin¬ 
ning to pick up at this stage, price 
increases were fairly negligible 
and, in the Greater London area, 
they fell again in 1995. The surpris¬ 
ingly high increase in 1993 may ac¬ 
count for the static price. The most 
recent sale of the house was in May 
of this year. It went on the market 
on February 20. contracts were ex¬ 
changed on May 15' and die deal 
was completed on August 3. Al¬ 
though the property failed to reach 
its asking price of £985.000. it even¬ 
tually went for £970,000 — a 100 
per cent increase in price since 1991. 
reflecting the crazy market earlier 
this year in prime Central London. 

Tins came at a time when house 
prices everywhere were on the in¬ 
crease. The Halifax House Price In¬ 
dex showed a S3 per cent rise in the 
UK as awhole. and an 11.8 per cent 
rise in Greater London, on last 
year’s figures. Now a similar house 
would sell for around £900,000. 


“Yes. we are beginning to feel the 
recession," Ms Egertnn says. “Val¬ 
ues in Halsey Street are 5 to 10 per 
cent down. There are fewer buyers 
around, too. But a house in good 
condition.. 

Research by John D Wood 
looked at changing house prices 
over the past ten years in Palace 1 
Gardens Terrace. Notting Hill 
Gate. Between 1988 and 1993, prop¬ 
erty there generally kept pace with 
inflation, losing only 425 per cent 
in real terms. 

However, in the past five years 
prices increased by 76 per cent, out¬ 
stripping inflation. In the past ten 
years, prices have increased by 69 
per cent In 1988 a five-bedroon, 
white stucco house sold for 
£640.000. In 1993 the same house 
sold for £810.000. By 1998, the 
house was sold for £ 1.6 million. 

• Additional research by Anna 
Hilton 
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■ THE Knightsbridge flat where 
Diana, Princess of Wales, lived be¬ 
fore her marriage has come off the 
market. It was put up for sale at 
£450,000 in May. but failed to sell 
at that price and now the family 
who owns it has decided to stay. 
The late Princess moved into the 
flat, which her parents bought for 
£50,000, in July 1979. She once de¬ 
scribed her days at Coleheme 
Court with her flatmates Virginia 
Pitman, Carolyn Pride and Anne 
Bolton as the happiest of her life: "1 
laughed my head off there." 

■ COOMBE COTTAGE, a former 
pub in Hanging Langford, near 
Salisbury, is for sale. Jamie Comp¬ 
ton. a doctor of botany, and his wife 
Tania, the gardening editor of 
House & Carden, have lived there 
since 1989. FPD Savills Salisbury of¬ 
fice is selling the house, which 
boasts a garden of rare and unusu¬ 
al plants, for a guide price of 
£210,000. 


■ THE White Lodge, off Bishops 
Avenue in Highgate, North 
London, was owned by Lana Turn¬ 
er, the star of the original version of 
The Postman Always Rings Twice 
and Imitation of Life. and Mario 
Lanza, the Italian singer and actor. 
The property has eight bedrooms 
and bathrooms, a swimming pool 
and sauna. Hamptons Internation¬ 
al is selling it for E7 million. 

■ A HOUSE in Aston Mews. 
South Kensington, that was once 
the home of the British film direc¬ 
tor Nicholas Roeg is for sale. His 
films included Walkabout, Casta¬ 
way. and foe Oscar-winning Don't 
Look Now. The house has three bed¬ 
rooms. two bathrooms and the 
whole of foe ground floor is a 36ft 
by 22ft studio. The freehold of the 
house is for sale through Lurot 
Brand for £675,000. 

■ HELEN MIRREN, the star of 
Prime Suspect, has been seen view¬ 
ing a three-bedroom flat in Albert 
Hall Mansions. Kensington Gore, 
being sold by Druce for £750,000. 

■ SUE MACGREGOR has put 
her three-bedroom flat in Bel size 
Park NW3, on the market Ms Mac¬ 
Gregor is the presenter of the To¬ 
day programme on Radio 4. She is 
looking for a larger house nearer 
Broadcasting House. The Hamp¬ 
stead office of Behr and Butchoff is 
selling the 83-year lease for 
£285.000. 

■ FPD SAVILLS denies that it has 
sold No 118 Eaton Square to Lord 
Harris of Peckham, the chairman 
of Carpetright and Allied Carpets. 
The house is reputed to have gone 
for £17 million. 
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The price of peace: faith 
and an old coat hanger 
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Dowsers claim 
hat they can 
;ense what 
nakes a healthy 
lome. Emma 
Vlahony put 
hem to the test 


fter a month in our 
new house, we were 
desperate. Our 
, 18 -month-old baby. 
iy, was hardly sleep- 
were we. He had a 
nagging cough. The 
uld do nothing, 
jne evening, 1 moved 
sy‘s cot to the other 
ie bedroom. He slept 
the night without a 
, without a cough, 
had our first night’s 
a month - thanks to 
called John Emin, 
iddence, you might 
moving the cot al- 
lmphrey to sleep. But 
case of Jane Mcllroy 
real name), a young 
nan Who suffered 
ironic fatigue syn- 
ler bed had remained 
inte place since she 

years old. She was m 
to have an ovarian 
oved when her par- 
-oached Mr Emin. 
>wsed her bedroom 
iap and found a post- 
crossing a negative 

re her bed stood He 
hem to mow the bed 

• came out of hospital- 
r months later, she is 




John Emin uses a pendulum to sense the energy lines 


aHnittwwMMv 

round-the-world 

. ^v boyfriend. 

just two pieces of 
idence to suggest 
something to sup- 
ims of "geopathK 
>en>. Geopaihic 
r eaS v to explain- 
5 cvnic that there 
forces such as po* 
jative energy hnes 
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Yet geopathic stress experts 
believe that if you are suffer¬ 
ing from ME. chronic tired¬ 
ness or even cancer, it may be 
because vour bed is lying on a 
negative line - or. even worse, 
ihe point at which a positive 
line meets a negative tine. The 
Dulwich Health Society even 
believes that all health prob¬ 
lems can be put down to geo- 
nathic stress. — . 

Hocus-pocus? “Credutous. 
ami-scientific nonsense, as 
Victor Lewis-Smith put « 
when reviewing Channel 5^ 
Housebustersf. a *l^on 
nroeramme on the subject? 
pr Kver you view .t geo- 
pathic stress is fnainJy nm 
scientific. Even the literature 
tom Brirish Soae** 
Dowsers admiu thai aJ 
Though many *eon>s hwe 
heen put forward over me 
ySrs. there is no sansfoct^y 
scientific explanation of the 


dowsing reaction". Its litera¬ 
ture suggests that ‘It is associ¬ 
ated with changes in brain 
rhythms and muscular re¬ 
sponses. and most dowsers 
use some form of instrument, 
such as a rod or pendulum, to 
amplify their responses”. Evi¬ 
dence that good results are 
achieved is largely anecdotal. . 

Curious to know more. I con¬ 
ducted an experiment 1 asked 
the British Society of Dowsers 
to suggest two people on its 
register; the society suggested 
John Emin and Major-Gener¬ 
al Bill Cooper, and 1 invited 
them to dowse my home for 
these mysterious energy Iin«. 

Both were to dowse the 
house from the same land- 
drawn plan of the first floor. 
The shapes of the rooms were 
included, but no details of 
what purpose the rooms 
served. A page ripped out ot 
the local street guide helped 


them to determine the exact lo¬ 
cation of north and south. 

The results were enough to 
raise eyebrows — particularly 
when the men were invited 
round to complete the experi¬ 
ment Both Mr Emin and Ma¬ 
jor-General Copper found the 
same positive line crossing the 
door of the bedroom in exactly 
the same place, albeit at slight¬ 
ly'different angles. The major- 
general found no negative 
lines, Mr Emin found two — 
one running through the nurs¬ 
ery where the baby’s cot stood, 
another through the sitting 
room. 

The second part of the exper¬ 
iment was to get our neigh¬ 
bours, who had never dowsed 
before, to dowse the house for 
lines with rods made from gal¬ 
vanised coat hangers. Accord¬ 
ing to the society, anyone can 
dowse, although some find it 
more difficult to obtain a re¬ 
sponse than others. All can de¬ 
velop the art through practice. 

W ith no knowl¬ 
edge of the ex¬ 
perts’ findings. 

neighbour 
number one stood in the cor¬ 
ner of the sitting room and 
asked the rods if there were 
any negative (fries. 

As he walked across the mid¬ 
dle of the room, the coat hang- 
. ers crossed. His wife did the 
same, and the hangers crossed 
at the same spot They then re¬ 
peated the ritual, asking for 
positive lines, and each found 
one in roughly the same place, 
outside the door. 

When I showed them the 
maps, which corresponded 
with their findings, they want¬ 
ed to know more. What can 
you say. except that it seems to 
work? What is certain is that 
all dowsers such as John Emin 
can relate stories about people 
sufferering from cancer, or 
from chronic fatigue syn¬ 
drome, who felt better once 
their beds had been moved on 
to positive lines. Even Mr 
Emin admits that it may be a 
“placebo effect". But for the 
price of a coat hanger, it’s 
worth ir for a good nights 
sleep. 

• British Society of Dowsers. 
01233 750253 


TAKE A ROMANTIC 
TRIP ON THE 
ORIENT-EXPRESS 



T oday77ie Times offers readers the chance to take a 
romantic trip on the Orient-Express and save £48 
on the brochure price. Fbr only £150 per couple 

(normally £198) for a Sunday brunch or high tea ■ 
excursion, you experience two and a half hours of the 
golden age of rail travel Strolling musicians welcome you 
as you step aboard the liveried umber and cream 
carriages. Plush upholstery awaits, surrounded by 
intricate marquetry, mosaic floors, solid brass fittings and 
softly-shaded lamps. Your table is set with starched white 
cloths, shining silver and glittering glass. The service, like 


your journey, will be calm and unruffled. Settle back into 
another age while the lovely English countryside unfolds 
past your window. A trip on die Orient-Express would 
make a memorable Christmas gift for yourself or friends. 

• Yoar journey departs from and return* 
to London Victoria station. 

• Buck’s fizz branches depart at 11am 

• Champagne teas depart at 3pm 

• Departure dates: January 10 and H; 

February 21; March 28 


Orient-Expres 

Reservation 

s Trains & Cruises 
s 0171-805 5100 

email: Reservatio 

ns.uk@orient-express.com 

Quote reference: Ti 

mes Brunch/Tea Excursions 
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LONDON RENTALS 




ASHTEAD, Snrrey 


WARWICKSHIRE 


SSr'KSS. 


West Hoathly 

Nr. East Grinstead 

Mountford Place, an 
exclusive 
development set in 
the groonds of a 
listed building. Three 
luxury detached 
homes each with 
stunning views across 
the countryside. 
Ideally situated few- 
easy access to 
Gatwick airport and 
motorway network. 

GLEESON 
CLASSIC HOMES 
£295,000TO 
£525,000 
Call to view 

01444 4S4084 or 
01342 833333 


Set in hmfacsped ganlcnft. 
ByMi Courtyari utin unc n) deg ■ 
wpnti open view bigf haot& 
flab of 2 dbUr bed. muh 
cloak wfthnhuwcr- 
dnwhttt nn. tfinlng room. 
IdrrfKn. fulfn, gucul Muttf, paragu. 
lannjr, & rr^kfcril y»(f. 
From £I«JW ■ 
F un* —i W0 4S4 *27 nTWVPT 
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pk» nr relM tr £3VGp~. 

■ 01714B81458 


YORKSHIRE 


tlTHftswiftualiiiflp 

a bORM. 01653 690007 


LONDON RENTALS 


KEMSINGTON 
SW7 
2 Flats. 

Very terms Raoeprioa 
Room,2 Bedrooms 
Kitchen & B athr o om 

CH 

£373/£435 pw 

01712253068 
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DREWEATT NEATE 


Guide £2JXn ] 
Andover 01264 1 


ei^oopw. 

0171351 5850 
0468357025 




34 Beauchamp Place 
Suightsbndge 
London 

SW3 1NU 

0171 581 5877 
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BIRCH & CO 

18 Jermyn Street 
London 
SW1Y6HP 

Tet 0171 734 7432 
Fax: 0171439 4742 
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£150 PW INCLUSIVE 
0777 -1660 -728. 


HIE 


Bala CT eri oo M a i gdm. nr 
Victoria Fnn £550 pw 

CO VENT GARDEN, WC2 
Bright 2 <84 baV2 bdi Oat t» 
new dev, wood Brt, view* of 
Tnfrlg at- Sq. (AnOaMe 
dnrdy) £700pw 

MAYEABL, W1 
2 bra) new 4 bed wwrtbouie* 
(with ram) ia mews Fra/Uof 
£l 800 pw 

Tel: 0171400 2747/2771 ; 
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Fully integrated kitchens 


• Modern bathrooms 


• Prestigious entrance hail 


10 person passenger lift 


warranty 


• 999 year leases 
■ • Prices from £220,000 subject 


For further information contact: 


: Residential 


0171 408 1161 


You've spent a lifetime 
looking after your house,.. 

" ike: 


CUBKEKT 

DEVELOPMENTS 


COUNTRY RENTALS 


Camwodce 

Om, 

C190U0O - £220fl00 
N» Cbestkr 
Ttomtan, 
£159000-£173X100 
Hamkhdee 

Ooojworth ClKford 
£195000-£245000 
SUJOCBY 
Nr Cuabaicy 
£215000-£295000 

DmctMieb 
£169000-£205000 
Wiusuju. 
M*rl>wn»ifcti 
£200000-£285000 
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.. JIOW let your house look after you - all English Courtyard spacious 
houses & flats have many beneflts aimed at making life easier so you 
can spend more time enjoying your retirement 

Freephone 0800 220 858 quoting 
ref NV4 or visit our website fi tbgifeh u 

www.engiishcourtyard.co.uk gg Courtyard g 
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RUGBY UNION 


CHARLES PLAT1AU 
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Cambridge 

try to find 

consolation 

in defeat 


Cambridge University. 13 

Fijians...;. 49 

By David Hands 
RUGBY COR RESPONDENT 

THE Fijians, unbeaten after 
three or their eight matches, 
have the World Cup next year 
on their minds. Cambridge 
University^ date with destiny 
at Twickenham is less than a 
month away and the shape of 
their starting XV for the meet¬ 
ing with Oxford is emerging, 
even though Grange Road yes¬ 
terday was shrouded in frost 
and mist 

A form tine drawn through 
the touring team suggests that 
this wall be as open a Univer¬ 
sity match as there has been in 
years. The Dark Blues went 
down 46-8 on Thursday, so 
Cambridge will have rejoiced 
at scoring two tries to Oxford's 
one. The second was particu¬ 
larly well taken by Nick Buoy, 
though by the time he crossed 
the line the Fijians had passed 
40 points for the third time on 
four. 

It has been a good year for 
Fijian rugby, with victory over 
Scodand and heartening dis¬ 
plays in (he World Cup qualify¬ 
ing games, and as Brad John¬ 
stone. their coach for the past 
four years, said, they are slow¬ 
ly coming into line with the 
rest of the world 

He would love the tour to 
have culminated with a full 
international but his players, 
six of them new to the squad, 
will receive a solid grounding 
in what to expea in the France 
pool next autumn. That 
includes soft grounds and 
freezing conditions. “When the 
temperature drops to 28 
degrees in Suva my boys put 
their sweaters on,” Johnstone 


said so Grange Road was a 
world away. 

The students started vigor¬ 
ously, but after the ritual 
exchange of penalty goals the 
fijian backs started to flex 
their muscles. Their move- 
mem of the ball made them 
dangerous in any hint of 
space, the best of their six tries 
coming from their own line 
with wings, full back and 
scrum half chiming in before 
Emori Tuisese crossed. 

The power of the Fijian run¬ 
ning threatened to overwhelm 
Cambridge in the first half, 
but a ay for Bidwell immedi¬ 
ately after the interval lifted 
their hopes. Their fitness 
helped too. and though Lasa- 
gavibau escaped for his sec¬ 
ond try and Veitayaki plunged 
over for another. Cambridge 
were still going strong as the 
mist closed in. 

SCORERS: Cambridge Unteenlty: 
Tries: EkhMjii (44mm). Buoy (61). PenaRy 
goat Merer (4) Fijians:Tries; TiornairTw- 
kogai 2 (16.40). Lasagavfcai 2 {23.55), E 
Tuaesa (38), VsJlayaW (74) Conversions; 
LrteS Penalty goeJKLmte 3 (8.21.52) 
SCORING SEQUENCE (Cambndqe Ur» 
verwy nrsl>- 30.3-3.3-10.3-13.3-18.3-25. 
3-32 (haii-ame/. 3-32. 836. 8-42. 13-42. 
13-49 

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY: K hnbuett 

(Aoyama Gataan HS. Tcfcyo. and St Ed- 
nuid's; rep N Buoy. MrifeM end Hughes 
Hal. 451. A Bktared (Brighton Cofcoe and 
Hughes Haiti. *B Rudga (SI Edmunds, LN- 
apool and Queen's]. K Denney (Bedtajd 
Modem and SI Edmuvf s), N UHer Brad¬ 
ford GS and Homarton). p Mann (Audv- 
lana GS and Hughes Hall). G Peacocks (SI 
Patrick's SUwrareem and rtjghas Hal) 
*M Feukte (Cftriu's. Canterbury and Sid¬ 
ney Sussex). S Rodgers (The Leys and 
Homenon). C Hart (S Joseph's, Nndgee 
arid Hughes Halil. H limes (Sr JospwiY. 
Brisbane and Hughes Hal). A tram (SI 
Joseph's Brisbane and Hughes Hal). O 
Stack (BedVxdandS! EdmmTs). H Haa- 
lett (Betfaa Ffcyal Academy and St Ca- 
thame's. rep: T Mouton, Swariland HS. 
Mannesbury and SI Edrond's. 56). *H 
Whlttord (The Leys and Hughes Hall) 
FIJIANS: w Tuisese. I IftomaanaKisgai. V 
Saiafa, ETuisase. F Lasagavfceu. N Little. J 
RaArt, 0 Rousen (iep. M Taga 4®, G 
Smut) (rep I Ra&la. 63). J VenayaJu. E kaia- 
lai. A Naevo (rep. ( fawafce. 60). T 6uni- 
kanavria. S Tarake (rep. A Nartuyaga. 79). 
KSewfau 

Referee: J Yulle (Scoriand). 

■denotes a Bkre 
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Patricio Noriega, the former Argentina international, trains with the Australia squad in Paris yesterday. Noriega will 
make his debut for Australia against France on Saturday and could face England at Twickenham on Saturday week 

Pini swaps shirts before game 


MATTHEW PIN I, the Rich¬ 
mond full back capped eight 
times by Australia, makes his 
debut for Italy in the World 
Cup qualifying game with the 
Netherlands in Huddersfield 
tonight. 

Pini, born in Canberra but 
with Italian grandparents, 
will be pan of a XV which, 
though omitting several of 
their more experienced for¬ 
wards. will expect to give the 
Dutch their second pounding 
within five days. 

Having lost IKK) to Eng¬ 
land ret Saturday, the Nether¬ 
lands have introduced Robert 
Kofiman. the spritely Canadi¬ 
an-born wing, and handed the 
captaincy to Caine Elisara. the 
No 8 who plays for Wakefield. 
Elisara will have a club 
colleague alongside him in 
Sevan Rhodes, the stand-off 
half who forms a new half¬ 
back pairing with Silvester 
Ramaker. 

The Italians arrive at Hud¬ 
dersfield fresh from a physical 
23-19 victory over Argentina in 
Piacenza earlier this month. 
Their standing in European 


By David Hands and Karl Johnston 


rugby now is such that they 
can contemplate games with 
the Dutch — whom they dis¬ 
posed of comfortably in 1991 
and 1995 — with equanimity, 
though they have picked a po¬ 
tent back division. 

It will be marshalled by 
those experienced half backs, 
Diego Dominguez and Ales¬ 
sandro Troncon. both of 
whom have enjoyed notable 
European Cup campaigns, 
with Stade Francais and Trevi¬ 
so respectively. The front row 
includes Massimo Cuttitta, 
late of Harlequins 'and now 
playing with Calvisano. while 
there are eight survivors from 
the side that started against 
Argentina. 

Australia have named three 
newcomers for their interna¬ 
tional with France on Satur¬ 
day in Paris. Patricio Noriega, 
a member of the outstanding 
Argentina front row in the 
1995 World Cup. has now qual¬ 
ified for his new country and 
plays at prop, with Chris 
Latham at hill back and 


Nathan Grey at centre. Norie¬ 
ga's opportunity comes after 
injury during Sunday’s 24-9 
win over France A to Glen 
Panaho. who has been re¬ 
placed by Adrian Heath. 

Given the numbers of fans 
who will be watching the Re¬ 
public of Ireland's footballers 
in action against Yugoslavia 
on television and the lack of 
what what you might call 
household sporting names in 
the lines-up of Romania and 
Georgia, neither the men on 
the turnstiles nor die stewards 
are likely to be overexerted for 
tonight's World Cup qualifier 
at Lansdowne Road. 

That is not to imply that this 
will not be a big occasion for 
the opposing teams, especially 
for Georgia. For the match 
against Ireland on Saturday, 
their management sensibly 
rested the majority of their 
first-choice players. To illus¬ 
trate the point, only three play¬ 
ers who began against Ireland 
have been included in the start¬ 
ing XV tonight 


En route to the qualifiers, 
Georgia defeated Croatia, 
Denmark and Russia and 
were beaten 14-3 by Italy. Ro¬ 
mania’s onward march, in 
scoreline terms, was easier, as 
they recorded emphatic wins 
over Belgium, the Nether¬ 
lands, Poland and Ukraine. 

Going on previous interna¬ 
tional appearances, the experi¬ 
ence in the Romania side to¬ 
night will be provided by Ghe- 
orghe Sotontie, the left wing. 
(28 caps). Romeo Gontineac, 
the centre. (18). Constantin 
Stan, the tight-head prop. (20) 
and Catalfn Draguceanu (23), 
die No 8 and captain. 

Meanwhile. Keith Wood, 
the Harlequins hooker, seems 
certain to be in Ireland’s 
22-man squad for the World 
Cup qualifying match against 
Romania on Saturday, after 
the settlement of his recent con¬ 
tractual problems with the 
Irish Rugby Football Union 
(IRFU). 

The IRFU issued a state¬ 
ment yesterday saying that 
Wood “had been invited to join 
the squad". 


Glasgow’s 
esteem is 
dented by 
Maoris 

By Aiasdair Reid ! 

THE brief and unspectacular ! 
lives of Scotland's superdrs- . 
trict sides may be drawing to a ! 
dose, having failed to'justify i 
themselves in either a playing 
or financial sense. Out of die 
European Cup and shorn of ■ 
their international players | 
there is an aimlessness about : 
these Flying Dutchmen of , 
northern hemisphere rugby as ! 
they drift from one inconse- ( 
quential friendly to the next 
Already the subject of sting- 
ing criticism from within Scot¬ 
land. the self-esteem of Glas¬ 
gow Caledonians could hardly 
have been helped yesterday 
when the New Zealand 
Maoris named a weakened 
side io face them at McDiar- 
raid Park. Perth tonight The 
Maoris, having seen off Edin¬ 
burgh Reivers and Scotland al¬ 
ready, dearly believe that they 
can leave the country unbeat¬ 
en without calling on aU their 
first-choice players. 

Hence, there is no place in 
the starling tine-up for Bruce 
Reihana or Norm Berryman, 
their impressive threequar- 
ters. although both are on the 
bench. Tony Brown, the fly 
half, is rested, giving Ray¬ 
mond MacDonald his first 
start of the tour. James Kerr,. 
Hare Makiri and John 
Akurangi — on left wing, 
blind-side flank, and at hooker 
respectively — also play their 
first full games. 

The Caledonians, who con¬ 
ceded 62 points against South 
Africa last Tuesday, may be 
anxious to restore pride, but in¬ 
juries have robbed them of key 
players. Kevin McKenzie, the 
hooker, has been ruled out. giv¬ 
ing Gavin Scott, briefly im¬ 
pressive as McKenzie's re¬ 
placement last week, his first 
start of ffie season. Cameron 
Little, at scrum half, is another 
enforced change. 

GLASGOW CALEDONIANS: T Hayes; J 
Crao. C Simmers, I Jerome, A BUfcxh. L 
SiriS. C latte. G Mdwtwm. G Soon. A Kftfe. 
3 Campbell G Pen 00 . G Fkxtchart. J Srww. 
G vteckay. Replacements: 0 Start, A Cofins. 
C Panreon, M Wafiaoe. J Pwte. J Mown. A 
N Outer.. 

«W ZEALAND MAORIS: A Castmore. G 
Osborne. C Ralph. D Gfcean. J Ken; H Mac¬ 
Donald, H Duggan. K Meeuws. J AhuwQL G 
FeekA UdreroJ Coe. D Wafts. H MakW, G 
Karsh. D Ml* Replacements: A Ftyrn. N Ber¬ 
ryman. B feftara. S Mcfertand. G FeeM. 
LxJgert. T Ravel. R For! 


RUGBY LEAGUE 

Wigan duo 
passed fit 
for Ireland 
debuts 

By Christopher Irvine 


THE Wigan pair of Gary Con¬ 
nolly and Terry O'Connor, 
fresh from Great Britain duty 
against New Zealand, make 
their international bows for 
Ireland in the final Tri-Na¬ 
tions match against Scotland, 
at Partick Thistle Football 
Club, Glasgow, tonight 

Both players passed fitness 
tests yesterday after they were 
slightly injured in the final 
match of the series, at Watford 
last Saturday. "They were des¬ 
perate to play." Sieve O'Neill, 
the Ireland coach, said. 
O'Neill has shifted Martin 
Crompton from loose forward 
to scrum half for the absent 
Shaun Edwards. 

Adrian Morley, who missed 
the series and is Ireland-quali¬ 
fied, and Dale Laughton, who 
represented Scotland last year. 
are not available because of in¬ 
jury. although players from 
the JJB Super League make up 
the bulk of the two sides, who 
both suffered narrow defeats 
by France. 

Billy McGinty. the Scotland 
coach, said: ''We’re not look¬ 
ing at it as a wooden-spoon de¬ 
cider. This is the first year that 
the Rugby Football League 
(RFL) has got totally behind us 
and a lot depends on the 
progress in this match for both 
countries." 

However, the RFL are disap¬ 
pointed that the Scottish Rugby 
Union pulled an advertisement 
for the rugfry league interna¬ 
tional out of the match pro¬ 
gramme for South Africa* 
opening tour match, also at 
FfrhilUast week, because Glas¬ 
gow Caledonians are playing 
the New Zealand Maoris at the 
same time. 

Leeds Rhinos have called a 
news conference today at 
which they are expected to an¬ 
nounce the signing of Karl 
Pratt. 18. foe Feafoerstome Rov¬ 
ers and Britain Academy wing. 

Gateshead Thunder will 
play their first match at Castle- 
ford Tigers, in a pre-season fix¬ 
ture. on January 29. 
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TO ADVERTISE CALL: 

01714811986 (TRADE) 
01714814000 (PRIVATE) 


PROPERTY 


FAX: 

0171 782 7828CTRADE) 
0171 782 7799(PRIVATE> 


NORTH OF THE 
THAMES 


nl Pnmm Um. J •»» 
IOMB-l(fan-0171 2B» am 

HABOM5 CT. 3/4 bod bon m. 26ft 

aasasHBf 

HYAHSKM SQ WVBdtf» 3 li«L* 
trnnh Aft IHIB.MyjW.l6 


[W4awrs LATJrKttJ 

GLOUCESTER PLACE 
LONDON W1 

Grade n fo»d p eriod bnfldjn $ 
in seed of tool lefutbixtimcai in 
Ass cam! location in the bon 
of (he West End. 

f\jjenral for oooverewo to self 
cotmmed apsitmcras oc w o g Ic 
fo»ily dwelling, subject <0 
consents. 

Long base/or rale 
QdJePHc* £75*000 

0171 224 5544 (tel) 
0171 224 5533 (fits) 


LONDON PROPERTY 


Good eowA Wf 

rm. bm 


i 3 ftid Vkt ftso 


MAKYLWKE «T1 lax 1 bod OM. 
SSbjjOO. ***' 0T71 734 001? 




0181 780 » roof j 


HflUHTimH im—r — T| - 


■on to COanal London 
food yUOLtnck Togo 
0171 «51 4X71 _ 

■MU. «M. OMm dftto 
id 2 ittJ. bad honaa wfefc 2 
dons, uii i m i m iiiy —d 26 ' 
la idn. tafokKM to ifto 
■I ipoe. EE50D00 W1 l 
omx0171 371 4171. 


BASSETT ROAD. 
W10 


SWISS COTTAGE/ST 


Aixoownodjnxi comprim mm 
scfl contained basamenL an* 
bod Ban, M mw room* In cfco 

Noun proper, nanqrraoinini 

oenod inconeh «0*30 raar 


£1J5m»on 

KBIWOOOS 
0171 402 3141 



Edooidlon mmol p roperty, Mtfu 




soars pk. wn. cm imh 
>° n — * 0 * r ooC t o rr. pw i/ 

wad M p o i w iod Crown Ed, 
tfc. JM9JW6. 
Smtftnda 6171 723 9988 


CITY * WEST END 


8J W CAH BSL VS bad mm 
ft— wttk gaxaga, 37" roof «oi- 
acw dm to tomm Won cad 
am *, teraa apftt ftwl roan 

ajs/ioa. Krai* * <5 

01716007000. _ 

BABHCML BO-26tftfbr4 badCoz 

wunafti n rfow* aeroro Cbr- lvi 


SQUARE WCL 2 




Pcmk Bacda ft Co 0171 600 
7000- _ 

lAirarm a arr w* hm a* 

a! (baa flar aalo 
ta da* Cftr ■>*>. »r Hoi can 
task BbbW ft Co 0171 600 
rooa _ 


«r IV* flo™. rlro cm aw 
lisdno, 3 bad aad 2 bt h pftai 


CITY, DOCKLANDS 
& EAST 


KENSINGTON & 
CHELSEA 


OMaMMOD«SaBGo»aoBaa 1 
Oh bad 4tft door Oitt SAP 
C3S<X000 01716034444 | 


RICHMOND & 
KINGSTON 




iMMtairAi] 



O far oacap*. 
-TaJ/ftaOUn 




WIMBLEDON 


s mm 




ton Bank* 0171 606 BOO0. 

■AHMTAW EC2. OnaUrr 4 bod ft 2 
both rons o r. 28tft O. 
£300000 UO. San* 8coek 
0171351*171 _ 

liMMBW TC3. 4 bad ft 2 both 
Oat 5>ft B. ES3O0OO US Jhocft 
Paso Stock 0171 351 4171 


BC1 Strzmdoo 1600 iqf 


EQ ra martin a g 37 floor tea- 
aartale towae. £33CX- Ha al tio a 
Brooka 0171 606 8000. 


Oms£A SW10 Inlbadn 
Quick nil £12V7Sa 0171 35 
66*9 vkondi 0171221 *840 


bad flat,3>d Or. oBao CZVOJOOOl 
M oraa ft Spaa 0171 409 93*4 







IHVBI 1HMNES dtaaoi Haw*. 3 


SsTSaTvSfc 


BERKSHIRE 


miniftlW NawlT C 
Bern 3M mom; ISM 


JOHN D WOOD &r CO. 


.-***'■ A v 



◄ Clifton Hill, NW 8 . 

One of four houses in a terrace, 
retaining nuny original features 
and requiring modernisation. 

4/5 bedrooms, bathroom. 

3/4 reception rooms, kitchen. 

60ft garden and self-contained flat 

Freehold 

L850JJ00 


Hanover Terrace, NW1. 
With views across Regent's Park - 

a Grade 1 listed house having 
house and on 


^bednx«n5.-ll«*K)om9. 

tnews house. 


mm * , , 


croa.E- 1 . !*-£»« 



ST ,OHN'S WOOD OFFICE Ot 


-F 0171722 5556 FAX 0171 722 5656 


ST J0MN5 MOD Hod * bad 2 buft 
mb^n 2 nei^gMtojkg 

SSI l bad nat fa, roodaca Mock. 

SmV taafa■*. 2 bad 1 baift gad 
ftaa. CCa C145POO ph.T«» 
agaata TalO407 958 S27 

W OO mWHVfcndneowpa. 
a bad. 2 map. Bro pec. S Uaa 

g^ L T " ,w sSi%r^ 


Oats la various 
biro, b a r aa wi I 
S3ng*Xtaa.U 

Fnbjooa taai 

0171887 0077. 


EtSBJXO. 0171 480 6816 
0171 481 2845- 




9Sk.3ffiria 
pacta, fa- 


, Vga gUna. loraty wlowv. 
X Taft 01B4* 202 777. 


eS9SjQ0ft0171SB4 


bad Sad Oap> Or oca, ta Period 
blda ap nraa SOOn, Bnro siman 
9q E210.0CX3. Long Lena 
task HaoSaftCo 0171 287 
0077. _ 

ftooaasnanr, na Xtd m i bad 

asi Ob la j un TOrkTO to ri nil 
arylo hzk, ciroa to Koaaall Sg and 
j3roraXaroa.ei3SXI0a lUja 
tank Ban* ft CO 0171 387 





7 Spa 4 bad p/ I 
t,BawlvMdac,Uh. 
3171 603 4444 


I KNIGHTSBRIDGE 

hoaro apartmsoi sat class «* 
ahaps iitWBiW oBactaB 

lot y * talcaar Aopass uttoof 

SJSft^toStlWTO. Obrio»- 


181969 9611*3171 68*1799. ' 




SOUTH OF THE 
THAMES 



Bnx ms aurr, wa. nroctoM 

bad. Paad amm 


£2961X30. Box&ro 8aM Caro 
01712601012. __ 

anmeMn-LacUagfB* 
Oat (o bar or ro rea l r 
Call 0171 6387SSa» 2146 

arrreci 9|riBloTO 1 bad CM pen- 


WATTIC roaill 1 bad Dm am 
p|g ft carol dm. Nrw block 
oloaa t nb a dX . rA Ay. Wraf y daoo- 
aML £87800- 0171 703 9*713 


FULHAM 


coa Loandaa 017173672T2- 
MttAL K l IJ IMM I T S a tatri D a at 
a bad arorohna Oaa a. KM i Vatffm 
kowadaa 0171796 7272. 

0171 38S2S6E_ 


MAYFAIR 


ST MMETS San. A eafacrlna at 

KWTS5T 

aarro ft Soto 0171491934*. 


CHESHIRE 


CAMBRIDGESHIRE 


g,mk-r» Fn&nh 
C'lairtvanl irtirrouail <Wi. In 
pmivliinim vllup' - l«p' 
hw* A tlab. ca 2 eft* - bad. rn-aila- 
Kvhrm. rhwli with dxmiT . 
JrAtring cm. ilimvR fiaart bmd 
VJtctx-n. p.iths -uilr. pirjpc. 
Liuntlrv A ndlml io.iM 
Fran £|4ftM0 

Fnrptaror MW 4M a2a ntT MVin* 


HAMPSTEAD 



HIGHBURY/ 
soaca.'faa^roTOva | ISLINGTON 











KENSINGTON & 
CHELSEA 




—BUILDING PLOT— 

WHITEGATE VILLAGE, CHESHIRE 

A very rare opportunity to purchase 
a single plot within the conservation 
area of this much sought after rural 
village. FuR planning permission for 
large home, accommodation 
comprising; four receptions, four beds, 
two bathrooms, games room double 
garage, large mature plot; well 
screened; very private. 

Guide Price...£155,000 
(offers are invited) 

For details please 
Contact Joint Agents 


CHESHIRE 


RETIRE NEARl 


*x-l in pu>.lvnv. 

l-ngli-Ji (. iHHlv.ini n4lnnni<nl ,k-v. 
in [x-.urtul IjIUtitwJl \ - 

J flMi'Kil. 
Kdhnn., l»A i»iHl Junvrr - 
ilrmnK rm. Jinlm n««n. Mllnl 
Vi Whin. fuh«\ pm-4 wlu-. (var.iR.-. 
Uuntlrv ft n-Mrirol ■*& 
kmmSI&MO 

biropboro DM 41* »»4 rof NVTT 


CORNWALL 


COUHTY ITam i n di cI i Go •profal- 
faro fa> ttodtna ibo TOhakroro ta 
Orodtarn Tar 0187222334P 

SOIWW C 0 8 WW 1 Tbo wcbdi* 


KENT 


IN) CSfTlIBY DmeM ooroao* 
In iftc uluuidogu t Brandy 


Udr TJ x ' .- V -- 


' I i J 


DEVON 


HOLIDAY 

INVESTMENT 

LODGES 

CGT ROLLrOVB) F«JEF 

Oftvon Carawaf Bontors 
Full nm.jw i i, HI High 
Oc quatn cy. WaeHy tariff 
to £800 and annual gras 
income to £14,000. Indoor 
ft Outdoor Poob. 

Owo Use ft Eauatigg 
* Rewinding InvestokaK. 
Packages 

£72^50 to £500,000. 
Vtnon KratiU Aswcbtes. 

TeL 01626 777942 
or Ebk 776187 


199000. Tqfc 01797 368194. 


HAMPSHIRE 


WINCHESTER 
ModnnMnhamlO 
ratauw* to «a«k*> or sown 
c a rero . 1 b rofcmro . riofag/ 

dbwftig roan. udhr. 

cOHCanTOroY- Proroya n do ro d 
jftRfan. Groftp pluc criT rrod 
p«U«. 

Grade £157300 
Tel 01962 867 859 


f WOOLLEY I 
I c Wftjjjg I 

RAMTSHKE WILTSHIRE 
BOM388S. 

Ranict ft SriUroy rind 8 mile*, 
period hTOC b 
■Bgafikeal devriod toaiiaa. 
afriTim Dmwnf im. dttng 

no. mdy. Uubcn. coMVMoiy.« 
bednro. 2 tain, eubaibftap tac 


paddaefa ft MbTOCnl HMdbndi 
tad I1F roc*. 

Price Guide £550JW0 

VVnftqr ft Wrift: (1194512129 


KENT 




b8TO70171 BftPdSad**' rm,1 '“ 




0X606 48433 


HAUMX 


TK O f mrr sgiviCs 

01925 755296 
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E300/300 TSKI1&2 


NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 
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050 SQFT 2 BEDROOM. 2 BATHROOM RIVERSIDE 
APARTMENTS WITH LARGE TERRACES ONLY £167,850 

1,550 SOFT 3 REDBQQM. 2 BATHROOM TRIPLE LEVEL 
APARTMENTS WITH ROOF GARDENS ONLY £172,750 


r f /rv: ry[Zt'rr^tc^ Sx rr* ?y’-~ F?’- '>£/* ri'V' 

•fit.'sf *:!■=•-* - L ' .fjnzt - \,-w 's i)'j S pr^r /*'> 

Octt'H’s&z * n-.-yv' W^v;Sr.rtr fri/V ry/y^/.va'wyv - «£-'< 

■ ?v—'Y’V.’t, r O"*V‘* ■* VL»' : •-/>> ft'Vr-'/o* lr v r " , t'iS. ’ 
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ft N A L PHASE AV A11„ A 6 U E N OVV 


HO! I \ tF^UKVrv 

EGA 


c'AT> 'C: 5 S.SSS 


SPAIN 


FRANCE 


PORTUGAL 


GREECE 




L CASA MARRED A 


£o.i»I. 

New Development* and Ramie* 
in ill price range* from 
Elriwiia • Mar belli • Mtfaa 


‘ Quality md Vabc 
■ W* madiaor dienn' need* 


La Manga Pair spectacular fKbokl aborning luxury ff 
penthouses overlooking Premier Manna. Each 3 dbl bedims, 
2 marble b/rooos, filled kitchen A spaooos liv/dming room. 
Baadlbl views over Med. and Mar Motor from large 
bal c o n ies. Refurbished in 1997. PrivL shared pool 100 ynh 
from beach. Tax free rental area £IZG pa. Sold separately 
or together £78000 each to inc all legal fees. Colour brochure 
from Pcropn at Drmiiriarin Law firm, Chantcdair Hse, 

2 SophouHs Street. Nicosia 136, Cyprus. Fax 00 3S7 451620 
or E-mail: Michael at costacalidaCnoimaiLcom 



TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SECTION OR FOR 
MORE DETAILS ON DEADLINES AND 
RAXES. 

CALL THE PROPERTY TEAM ON 

0171 481 1986 
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—M W —M Ttwiv- 

ikml tw,iMo,«o Met tpo 
ft* sala. BaQenfc: Boater T*M3 
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7424 
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SHOW HOUSE NOW OPEN 


ELA.I'OaSf MKWS 


A p ii n yt * * mens of 3,4 anti 5 bedroom cownbomes and villas hi a location winch offers unhurried living with easy access to 
the hesut of the capital. Designed to enhance and complement the architectural style of die area, these elegant new homes 
have designed to nvw die demands of the d is c ernin g. 

Time honoured <b*aik including d e a ■ j i to p rriKng*, Vkrorian style lamp posts aixi cobbled courtyard enhance the individual 
character of Eaton Mews, whil s t , mAU J meticulously planned layouts and high qnaHty speaBcatkm ensure comfortable living. 
Contact our showhome today for fcS demik of these magnific ent new homes, we’re open daily from 10am to 6pm. 


iffDsavillsi 


198 Upper Ridanoni Raid 
SW15 2SH 

0181 780 9900 


0181 789 2222 

4 bedroom townhouses 
from ^499,950 

Pncet coerc:« eoe of psirw to pres 
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hBp!//www jg B^ptexom 


PROPERTY WANTED 



m 


ARD LOCATION PLANS AND ANY 


PLANNING HISTORY DETAILS TO: 


GOLDFINCH 

Goldfinch (Projects) limited. 
Baton, West Road, Wesverhanv 
Cheshire, CW8 3HH 

Teh 01928 787800 



DUNBAR WHARF, NARROW STREET. LIMEHQUSE El4 





^ND,VARK LIIV1EHOUSE 


■; / \ i 
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Luxury waterside one, two and three 
bedroom apartments and one, two and 
three bedroom duplexes 

♦Sweeping river views 

♦ Larger than average Hiring areas with river facing 
ftoor-to-eeffing patio tfows 

♦Luxury duplexes avaSaUe, some with large private 
tonaces 

♦WMe range o< inSvidoal tayonts avaSable 

♦ Outstanding specificafion IncMig luxury fitted 
(ritefieQ afdh full range of apptiaoces, faBy fitted 
bathrooms and en-s&ftes, mix 01 wood-strip floors 
and high quality fitted carpets 

♦Video entry system 

♦ Lifts tod Rows 

♦Secure, allocated undercover parking 

♦ Gymnasium 

♦ Porterage 

♦Desirable to ratten on historic Narrow Street 

PRICES FROM ONLY 



A \ _ \ 


'PTZ Debenhnrn 
Thorpe 


30-40 DEVONSHIRE PLACE LONDON Wt 

Eleven Outstanding new two, three and four bedroom, 
apartments in two sensitively restored Grade-S listed Georgian 
town houses dose to Regents Park and Bond Street 

. Luxury specification includes: 

% Hand-paintedfitted kitchens with granite : 

toor\ surfaces and beech strip floors 
% Full range of integrated appliances 
' * 'Heritage’bathroom suites 

% Ceramic tiled bathroom floors/walls 

% Fiue * ttfar ^obes to principal bedrooms 
% Security alarm 
• V Video entry system 

* % Carpeted lobbies and stairwells 

’ % Passenger lift 

Prices from £315,000 - £595,000 

Sales centre and show apartment open daily, 1030am - 530pm. 

Telephone: 0171 -486 0999 
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CRICKET 


Atherton aiming 
to be back in 
Test reckoning 

From Alan Lee, cricket correspondent, in Brisbane 


FOR a few confusing hours 
yesterday, the focus of Eng¬ 
land’s anxiety switched from 
Michael Alhenon’s stiff back 
to John Crawley’s scarred 
race, but by nightfall there was 
no doubt which of the Lancas¬ 
trians was causing the greater 
concern before the first Test 
match, which starts here on 
Friday. Crawley will be fit, if 
selected, but Atherton will 
only be selected if fit. One is a 
matter of choice, the other a 
matter of faith. 

The circumstances in which 
Crawley found himself beaten 
up in Cairns on Sunday 
evening were largely ex¬ 
plained last night by Wayne 
Morton, the England physio¬ 
therapist, but only after the 
sequmce of misfortunes befall¬ 
ing the touring team had been 
bizarrely extended by Morton 
himself dislocating his right 
shoulder in a fall during 
training. 

After rushing from the 
Gabba playing area in dis¬ 
tress, Morton put his shoulder 
bad: with the help of Graham 
Gooch, the team manager, 
and the pair then sat together 
to update the casualty list. 
Crawley, it seems, suffered 
greater damage to his dignity 
than anything else, but Ather¬ 
ton , whose bode was injected 
yesterday for the second time 
in a fortnight, cannot yet be 
confident of starting this 
series. 

Atherton took no part 


m 


England's fielding drills, per¬ 
formed in the shadow of the 
building site that sadly domi¬ 
nates the Gabba during its 
redevelopment programme. 
He was expected to practise 
properly today, however, and 
will need to emerge from that 
session without reaction — 
and repeat the process tomor¬ 
row — if he is to play on 
Friday. 

"I am more confident [about 
Atherton] than j was 48 hours 
ago," Morton said. “1 was dis¬ 
appointed with his condition 
in Cairns but this morning he 
saw a well-known back special¬ 
ist, Bill Ryan, and had the 
area scanned and injected. He 
is gening the right attention 
and we are hoping for a perma¬ 
nent cure, not just temporary 
relief. 

“Since he underwent spinal 
surgery almost nine years ago, 
Michael has had a tremen¬ 
dous fitness record, missing 
very few games. Everyone 
who knows him is aware that 
he has often played in great 
pain and when his career does 
end I think he’ll be thought of 
as something of a hero. 

“As captain, he played more 
than once when his back was 
worse than it is now, but 
things have changed now that 
he is just a player again and he 
does not want to let anyone 
down. I*m very hopeful that 
the treatment will put him 
straight but he’ll only play if 
he is 95 to 100 per cent fit" 


Fixture list offers 
only cold comfort 


By John Stern 


MISCHIEVOUS Australians 
seeking to gain a a advantage 
before the first Test by ensur¬ 
ing the absence of Michael 
Albertan need only stick a 
copy of next season's first- 
class fixtures, which are re¬ 
leased today, under his nose. 

The knowledge that his 
county, Lancashire, open the 
1999 season at Fenner's 
against his Alma Mater, Cam¬ 
bridge University, on April 8 
— by five days, the earliest 
start to a season — wffl surely 
be enough to force Atherton’s 
back into spasm. Even with¬ 
out a bad back, no amount of 
sweaters make that an appeal¬ 
ing fixture for players, um¬ 
pires or spectators. Pity the 
protagonists, too, at The 
Parks where Oxford Universi¬ 
ty play Worcestershire on the 
same day. 

Last season began on April 
14 amid the customary pletho¬ 
ra of sweaters and thermos 
flasks. Such was the tempera¬ 
ture at The Parks in the sec¬ 
ond fixture of the season be¬ 
tween Oxford and Hamp¬ 
shire, that Peter Willey, the 
umpire, phoned Lord's to in¬ 
quire whether play could be 
suspended because it was too 


cold. That unique occurrence 
actually took place at Fenner’s 
on April251981, when the um¬ 
pires took the players off the 
field to give them some relief 
from the near-freezing temper¬ 
atures in the match between 
Cambridge and Essex. The 
bowlers were unable to grip 
the ball properly and Derek 
Pringle, the Cambridge bats¬ 
man. who wore contact lenses, 
was troubled by his eyes 
streaming and could not see. 

The reason for the early 
start next year is toe staging of 
the World Cup. which runs 
from May 14 until June 20. A 
series of warm-up matches be¬ 
tween the competing nations 
and the counties have to be fit¬ 
ted in. not to mention the new 
two-division, limited-overs na¬ 
tional league. 15 of whose 
games will be floodlit and the 
one-day Super Cup. The coun¬ 
ty championship begins on 
April 13, beating last season's 
start by four days as the earli¬ 
est Four days later. Leicester¬ 
shire play Hampshire, under 
floodlights, in the National 
League premier divisiotL 
□ Full details of first-class fix¬ 
tures wflj appear in The Times 
tomorrow. 
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ER1CAN FOOTBALL 

IN CONFERENCE (AFC) Kan- 
Denver 30. 


BOWLS 

IENS INDOOR BOWUNQ 
M INTER-CLUB CHANPJ- 
Wf 01 Newport B4-76 112-2). 
Upon 92-67 (12-2) 

YDF’L: WUBA 

SSPTRS'S 

si 26-15. Toriasn (M pay) W 
and) 23-13 rortaer 
an (Day) 25-12. 
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South region: Boume- 
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07 -ES (14-2): Five Rivets 
1114-2) 

(PHY: Bret round: Sur- 
Mil. 
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FOOTBALL 


HOCKEY 


Hen's National iMgue 
Premier dMakm 

P W D 

Canrertwry-fl 5 

Southgate.5 

Gama*. ... - B 
Reedng- — 5 
Giddtoid... 5 
BounWle .. . 6 

Beta an .5 

LDugNortane— 5 

TeddngtQn.5 

Hounslow - 6 
Bro&i3fiOs .. ..5 
Ess) Qansi&ab. 5 


L F A 

0 28 12 
017 9 
026 11 
1 16 11 
1 21 18 
2 u ta 

2 12 14 

3 12 17 

4 9 15 

4 11 18 

5 fl 17 
5 B 21 


GDPta 

18 16 
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B4A WOMEN'S CUP: Fourth round drew: 
BMigham v Easltam. BackbumN v 
Stouati, BmckneB v Doncader. Bradford v 
Hmaram. Chaser v Oton. CUweft v CBWV 
Eafino v Boy St EdmuKtt: Leiceswr vSte!- 
Beta- Hofiiowtt v Sheruoaf, Jpswich v Hartes- 
ton; Liverpool v Canterbury. LuwTnv LouQh - 
borough Students. Tiopns v Cnewsaoro. 
TuteelHU v Northampton; VWmnfcxton v 
Ncfridaa Wotoig Swifts v Suflon Coldfield. 
□ to be pteyed on December 5 

_ ICE HOCKEY 

NATIONAL LEAGUE (NHg C-*tgary5 De- 
iron 3 Anahem 3 Los Angeles 1. 

REAL TENNIS 


QUEEWS CLUB: OpwSj- 

nine; Brel round: M Eatfla bi B 5-6, 

3* 6-3, 50. 6-5. J Hcwj* 

6-1. A tt M 

6 - 2 -KUjdetvarebtMHwraidW 

Pendrah W J Da**4-1.jg. 

&3, &J. Second rountLJ 

X- a rv I Snow tt Luoekens trO. 6-1. 6-0 
rtwnd: a* SV)*o- 

Ssiss 

a. 3 - a lyons and J Acheson- 

E^sMSJasi 

& 0.&0 w _ 

RUGBY UNION 

Tour mate* 

CamWdg«U»*rJi3^*J' 

3uoy Pol- M®® 1 - „ Tuffie Veter* 

MjCora: N U1U-? 5 Pom-NUmeJ 
g^ISrCH: Bodged El MKHSSna W 5 


The question of what hap¬ 
pens if he is ruled out still hov¬ 
ers darkly. Morton spoke opti¬ 
mistically of proceeding to a 
"stage three”, which could in¬ 
volve still more injections, but 
he also said: “We were hoping 
we wouldn’t have to progress 
beyond stage one.” The passi- 
bility that Atherton could be 
forced out of the tour cannot 
yet be dismissed. 

Ironically, Crawley’S inclu¬ 
sion on Friday may depend on 
Atherton being unfit, espec¬ 
ially if the desire of the cap¬ 
tain. Alec Stewart, holds sway. 
Stewart is still keen to play five 
bowlers, among them Robert 
Croft, the off spinner, which 
would mean omitting one of 
the specialist batsmen. 

Crawley did not wish to 
speak of this yesterday. 
Indeed, he did not wish to 
speak at all. having decided 
that the assaulion him should 
not be reported to the police 
nor the sketchy details elabo¬ 
rated upon. Morton, to whom 
he turned for treatment as 
soon as he reached the sanctu¬ 
ary of the team's quayside 
hotel, went so far as to suggest 
that Crawley could not remem¬ 
ber much about the incident 

Quite why the England man¬ 
agement decided to wait a full 
24 hours to make the attack 
public is not entirely clear. 
Nor is the matter of how many 
assailants were involved, nor 
their motive, nor even whether 
Crawley's facial cuts and bruis¬ 
es came from fists, feet or a 
fall Such issues brought more 
camera crews to England’s 
exclusive hotel than at any 
time since Michael Jackson 
stayed there, but they went 
away disappointed. 

The incident remains some¬ 
thing of a mystery and the fact 
that it reflects poorly on the 
street life of Cairns brought a 
telephone call to Gooch yester¬ 
day from Inspector Wardrobe, 
of the town's police force. “I 
spoke to the inspector, but told 
Him that John did not want foe 
matter taken further,” Gooch 
said. 'These things can hap 
pen anywhere in the world 
and John wants to concentrate 
on the Test match-” 

“He's slightly embarrassed 
about it," Morton added, "but 
in a way he’s been fairly lucky 
that it wasn’t nastier. He was 
in the wrong place at the 
wrong time, he got set upon 
and took a bit of a beating. But 
he's a tough Manchester lad 
and he’s scrubbed up pretty 
well today.” 

As drama shadowed the 
England party on several 
fronts, the Australians simply 
sat back and watrfied-The big¬ 
gest news from their camp yes¬ 
terday was that Shane Wame 
has been offered almost 
£100.000 as a commercial 
incentive to give up smoking. 
Wame, indeed, remains 
impossible to keep out of foe 
news, but foe one certainty on 
a day of doubts was that he, at 
least, will not be playing on 
Friday. 


_ SNOOKER _ 

BOURNEMOUTH: Umrpool Vhaorfs 

United Khadoni cfiamptoRcMp: Ftrat 

round: J Wine (Eng) bt J Bin* (Eng) 9-3. M 

Wiliams (Wales) to J Mche (Eng) B-3: T 
Murohy Ore) a N FwJtfc (Eng) 9-3:0 Date 
(Wafey W D Gray (Eng) 9-4: L Rchaidson 
(Ena) bi A F totxeux (C an) 94. D OKane 
leads 0 Harold Eng) 5-3; S Daws 


M S Judd Eng) 9-4. M Sieuens 
(Wales) tt B Jones (Eng) 9-7;G Dpd (Sett) 

tit G Greene (Eng) 97. M Hoi (End) bt A Mc¬ 

Manus (SccbJ 9-7. MFu (HKJ tt i 
(Eng) 9-4. J Swa* (N Ire) U M 

M Coucft (Eng) bl J Wattana l 
P Hunw (Engl tt L Wsfcai Mates) B£. A 
HsmRton (Eng) tt A Cftanpel Mans) 9-4; F 
O'Bnen (Ire) W P Wyfces (Eng) 92. S Jamas 
(End) bi D Morgan (W**oj 9-7. J Panoo 
/&«) tt E Hendereon (Son) M. 

_ SQUASH _ 

CAIRO: HeUoMfls Open: Man: Ftol 
round: P NeoT(Seed tt J tonga 15-0. 
15-5.1W. A Barada (Eoypl) tt S Casw^yn 
iBafi 159.15-3. 15-9; 0 Jenson (Aus) tt A 
Gough (Wales) 15-13. 1H, 6-15. 15-13 .A 
HBftue) WMChatoner (Eng) 15-3,15-13. 
9-15.15-9 

_ TENNIS _ 

HEWYORK: CMn CtanptonaWp: Flret 
rwMUfcD van Room (Hal) ta C Mardnez (Sp) 
7 - 6 .6* I Sfstea (Rttii) tt A Sttittiez-ViCtt■ 
a (Sp) 7-fi. &1 . _ 

TELFORD: BrtBsti iWttWWJ chanmton- 
BhlpK Maw First round: MHUcn (Q]«h- 
b6 jttN GoJd (Asm)) 54, er 4 ;MBoJ*ig 
(Yofte) tt D Sanget (Dor) 6 - 1 .6-4: N Vfea! 
[Hate and loW] bi J Lewie 
6-i.Jft»ftjncs)HJDBvtexi(S«*5 

6- 4: B Cowan (lines) tt LCM* (Sam) 6-2. 

7- fi. 0 Sapstard (Smey) b! C 

(Harts ^3toW) 

tod Woics) u S (Xcteon (Cheshm) 

fr 4 .6-4. L Nftpan (Marti) bl R 

sell 6rZ 6 -^FHand (BertelbinMam^n 

artr) tt D Shenwod M 

(Nor)W G Darting (Njfcat) 
6-3. 6-1. M Lee (Sussex) tt J 
(Evans) afi. 6-3.6-4. A Pafflg (Hartsj M B 
Futha (Nor) 8-4. &4 WpoWK Hret 
round: S Sndh (Essex) tt H CroMfssmi 
fr^AKeamav^ft^ttUtoq^ 

0 ^ (ESS«) 6-4.60: J vitert (fifcWOtt H 
MSihews (Bert®) fr i. fr3 ^anlSjnsyJ W 
L Camwight Marts) 1-6. 4-6. fr4. L 
(Devon) UK Eton (Haia M. 6-1. L y* 1 *' 
es (Warts) K h IA, Jw’ c 

Woodroffe (Sttrey) a ^,'k 

&-1 L Pertona Purtwnand Owetengtt K 
v/ame-Hotend pte) 

Cross (Devon) W F Haam (WdchJ 7-5,61- 




Rose looks weary at San Roque in Spain yesterday, even before he has hit a ball in anger. Photograph: Andrew Redington 

Parker sidelined after accident 


A s if the demands of 
competing at foe Eu¬ 
ropean Tour qualify¬ 
ing school were not 
strict enough for aspiring pro¬ 
fessional golfers, getting down 
to Spain for the start of the six- 
round competition proved very 
dangerous far a number of 
competitors and officials. Two 
cars bearing men en route to 
the end-of-season torture cham¬ 
ber at the San Roque and 
Sotogrande courses were 
involved in crashes a few 
miles fromtheir destination. 

While travelling along foe 
notorious N340 road that runs 
between Algedras and Mala¬ 
ga. Robert Coles, a 26-year-old 
from Essex, who turned profes¬ 
sional in 1991, was involved in 
ahead-on collision. Coles need¬ 
ed some good luck, not bad, 
after a season in which his 
stroke average was 73.46 and 
his best finish was twentieth. 
He suffered whiplash injuries 
that required physiotherapy. 

The injuries did not stop him 
from trying to hit balls yester¬ 
day afternoon, after which he 
was going to make up his mind 
as to whether he could honour 
his appointed starting time at 
San Roque this afternoon. 
Three other occupants in the 


SNOOKER 

Holt has 
his cue 
from Fu 

By Phil Yates 

MARCO FU and Michael 
Holt, a player he has inspired, 
proved too strong for estab¬ 
lished rivals in the first round 
of the Liverpool Victoria UK 
championship at Bourne¬ 
mouth, on a day of collective 
success for the game’s lesser 
tights. 

By reaching the final of the 
Grand Prix last month. Fh did 
wonders for his confidence, 
but indirectly wrecked his 
practice regime. On returning 
home to Hong Kong, he was 
besieged by journalists to such 
an extent that interview de¬ 
mands cut deeply into time 
spent on the table. 

Flu’s less than ideal prepara¬ 
tion showed during hss uncon¬ 
vincing 94 victory over Gary 
Willdnson yesterday. He com¬ 
piled breaks of 71 and 69 in 
converting a 5-3 overnight lead 
into a place in foe last 32, but 
admitted that his opponent 
had applied little pressure. 

"What Marco did at foe 
Grand Prix helped motivate a 
lor of young players." Holt, 
aged 20. said, after a 9-7 win 
over Alan McManus on his de¬ 
but in foe competition proper 
of a high-profile tournament. 

Those who closely scrutinise 
the game’s emerging talent 
have known for some time 
that Holt, a farmer British un- 
der-19 and under-17 champion 
from Nottingham, has poten¬ 
tial, but few expected him to 
pose problems for McManus, 
a UK Championship semi-fi¬ 
nalist on three occasions. 

Holt, whose entire profes- 
sional estpertence has been con¬ 
fined to qualifying rounds and 
dub events, was pegged back 
from 7-5 to 7-7 but. exhibiting 
no sign of panic, he accounted 
for the following two frames 
with breaks of 59 and 55- 

Although it tame as no con¬ 
solation, McManus was not 
the only member of foe elite 
top 16 in the rankings to be 
eliminated. J antes Wattana, fif¬ 
teenth, lost 9-3 to Matthew 
Couch, of Scunthorpe, while 
Mark King, sixteenth, was 
edged 98 ly Joe Swail. 


John Hopkins on an unwanted prelude 
to the European Tour qualifying school 


car — Gary Tilston, Darren 
Parker and Ian Bainbridge — 
were also hurt. Tilston. Coles’ 
caddie, was unsteady on his 
feet yesterday afternoon and 
was going to fly home for treat¬ 
ment tonight Parker broke his 
left arm and had to have 42 
stitches in a head wound while 
Bainbridge, Parker’s caddie, 
fractured his skull and broke 
both his arms. 

Its a relief to be alive, but 
I've lost a year out of my ca¬ 
reer,” Parker said. ‘1 expect to 
be out of actum for four to five 
months." 

In a separate incident, Stu¬ 
art Dryden. the Australian 
who draws the yardage charts 
that the players require an the 
two courses, remained in hos- 
prtal in Malaga with chest inju¬ 
ries after he, too, had suffered 
a head-on collision. 

This year’s qualifying 
school is undoubtedly the 
most star-studded since the 
first, in 1976, when 127 cards, 
that is to say passports to the 
main European tour, were 
available to be wml There are 


35 cards at stake this year and 
they will be competed for by a 
field of 180 goiters, including 
13 who have won 23 tour titles 
between them. 

Three of the 13 — Paul Way. 
who is competing at the quali¬ 
fying school for foe third suc¬ 
cessive year. Gordon J Brand 
and Steven Richardson — are 
former Ryder Cup players. 

T he competitor s are a 
mixture of grey¬ 
beards and young 
men with stars in 
their eyes. At 41, Ross Drum¬ 
mond is a perfect example of 
the farmer. 1 Drummond led 
the Loch Lomond event the 
week before foe Open, leaving 
a Add including Colin Mont¬ 
gomerie. Nick Hilda Tom Leh¬ 
man and Payne Stewart in his 
wake. 

Drummond had the chance 
to earn enough money to 
avoid having to attend the 
school for the second succes¬ 
sive year. A last round of par 
would have been 
enough. Alas, he took an 


Justin Rose, who at 18 is less 
than half Drummond’s age. is 
just beginning to make his 
way in the professional game. 
Rose is foe youngster who fin¬ 
ished fourth in the Open last 
July, promptly turned profes¬ 
sional on a wave of patriotic 
fervour and has not prospered 
since. 

He is concentrating his ef¬ 
forts cm the six rounds ahead 
of him and dedining to look 
batik at his brief professional 
career. 

‘The next six days are all 
that matters at the moment,” 
Rose said. "Actually, tomor¬ 
row is all that matters.” 

It may well be better in the 
long run for Rose to win a 
place an the Challenge tour in 
1999 and hone his skills fur¬ 
ther there before launching 
himself to aamptiE alongside 
Montgomerie, Lee Westwood 
and the like. 

Certainty, it will help him 
that others such as Richard 
Boxafl. a veteran of 16 years on 
foe tour, and Wayne RHey, 
who won the Scottish Open in 
1995 and tfte Portuguese Open 
foe following year,-are also 
having to undergo this test of 
nerve and slriH in the Spanish 
sun. 


Blanco 
hopes 
to unite 
Europe 

■ rugby union: Leading 
French dubs hope to meet 
their English counterparts in 
London tomorrow to discuss 
the future of the European 
Cup. English teams withdrew 
this season tiling disaffection 
with the organisation and 
structure of the Cup. 

Serge Blanco, the president of 
the League Nation ale de 
Rugby, has written to all 14 
English First Division Rugby 
dubs, in an attempt to 
establish their position. 

France have indicated their 
own concerns to European 
Rugby Cup (ERC) Ltd, that 
without the return of the 
English teams, the 
competition, together with the 
European Shield, could fold. 
The French ate unwilling to 
continue with the tournament 
in its present format and 
have written to ERC 
proposing changes for which 
they are seeking answers by 
the end of January. 

Blanco said: “I don’t believe 
there will be a European 
competition next season 
unless the English dubs come 
back on board. Once we have 
everyone round the table we 
can discuss foe problems.” 

■ AMERICAN FOOIBAUi 
Bubby Brister, the 
quarterback, ran 38 yards for 
a touchdown on foe first 
series as the Denver Broncos 
cruised to a 30-7 victory over 
the Kansas City Chiefs. 

Terrell Davis also ran 41 
yards for a score as the 
Broncos became foe foe first 
NFL team to win the first ten 
games of foe season since foe 
Washington Redskins in 1991. 

■ REAL TENNtSc James Male, 
foe world rackets champion, 
defeated Jonathan Howell 3-0 
in the second round of the 
British Land Open 
championship. In the 
quarter-final he plays Mike 
Gooding, who beat Adam 
Phillips 3-1. 

■ ICE HOCKEY* Barry 
McKinlay, of Bracknell Bees, 
the top-scoring defenceman 
in Superleague this season 
with six goals and 11 assists 
in 1) games; has returned to 
Canada, citing “personal 
reasons” for his departure. 
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Cutthecostof 
Christmas with 
your Times 
shopping card 
inserted in 
Mondays 
newspaper 








S imply attach six differently numbered tokens from 
The Times and two tokens from The Sunday Times to 
your shopping card. Twelve tokens will be published in 
The Times until November 28 and a total of three tokens 
will be printed in The Sunday Times until November 29. 
Your completed shopping card 
entitles you to buy as many items 
as you wish cm a single shopping 
trip and to receive a 20% 
discount* off your total bill. 
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Young Ipswich Town player given the difficult task of upholding goalkeeping tradiij}^ 


Wright protects English heritage 





Coach inspires 
with new 
Czech pattern 


By Russell Kempson 


In safe hands: Wright's excellent performances for Ipswich Town have earned him a call-up to the full England squad despite his tender years 


By Matt Dickinson 

WHAT, someone asked Rich¬ 
ard Wright at Bisham Abbey 
this week, is your main 
strength as a goalkeeper. 
“He’s English.” piped up a 
voice from the bade, but it was 
not a laughing matter. Once a 
flourishing trade, the goalkeep- 
ing industry in England ap¬ 
pears to be dying out Wright 
is not just the best young custo¬ 
dian of international calibre — 
he is practically the only one. 

Of the ten matches in the FA 
Carling Premiership last week¬ 
end, there were only six goal¬ 
keepers eligible for England, 
and one of those was a 39-year- 
old, Dave Beasant. Two oth¬ 
ers, David James and Shaka 
Hislop, have already been dis¬ 
carded from the international 
fold, which leaves the thirty- 
somethings, David Seaman 
and Nigel Martyn, along with 
Michael Oakes of Aston Villa 
(Tim Flowers was injured). 

Nor is the shortage likely to 
be alleviated. Alex Ferguson 
has said he will shop abroad 
for a successor to Peter Sch- 
meichel. and who can blame 
the Manchester United manag¬ 
er when Tranmere Rovers can 
demand more than £3 million 
from Everton for Steve Si- 
monsen. a teenager with less 
than 50 first-team games? 

No wonder, then, that Eng¬ 
land have been keen to ad¬ 
vance Wright through the 
ranks quickly, inviting the Ips¬ 
wich Town goalkeeper to train¬ 
ing camps before selecting 
him for the full squad for the 
international against the 
Czech Republic tonight. 

At Bisham Abbey, he has 
been under the guidance of 
Ray Clemence. who won 61 
caps in an era when England 
was blessed with a number of 
outstanding goalkeepers. 
Clemence now faces the prob¬ 
lem of discovering his succes¬ 
sors. “In the 1970s and 1980s. 
we used to think goalkeepers 
grew on trees,” Clemence said. 
“There were eight or ten in the 
old first division who were 


good enough to play for Eng¬ 
land. Now there are only half 
a dozen Englishmen playing 
in the top league, and one of 
those is Dave BeasanL Be¬ 
tween the ages of 21 and 30. we 
don’t have too many. 

“ft is a problem and if we 
don't address it properly, it 
will become a major problem. 
If you lode at DinoZoff and Pe¬ 
ter Shilton, who went on until 
they were over 40. we still 
have time because David Sea¬ 
man is 35. It is not a crisis yet. 


but we need to bring them on 
with proper coaching.'’ 

It is all pood news for 
Wright, as evidence is mount¬ 
ing that Seaman is beginning 
to feel his years at Arsenal. 
Wright acknowledges, though, 
that he is still prone to lapses 
and has much to leant. If he 
fails to develop, it will not be 
for lack of diligence. An un- 
flamboyant son of Suffolk, he 
admires the calm authority of 
Seaman, rather than Sch- 
meichel’s rantings or the 


clowning antics of Grobelaar. 

Although he turned 21 less 
than a fortnight ago. Wright 
appears older.partiy because 
or the fact that he became a fa¬ 
ther this month, but also be¬ 
cause he had to grow up quick¬ 
ly when his father. Colin, died 
of cancer three years ago. He 
admits that he “could have 
gone to pot” then, but instead, 
threw himself into his goal¬ 
keeping with renewed vigour, 
and his talents have lured a 
posse of Premiership scouts to 


Portman Road. Manchester 
United’s included. 

“I hear the speculation, but I 
can put it behind me," he said. 
“Experience wise, you need to 
be in the Premiership but I've 
got years left on. my contract 
at Ipswich and Pm hoping to 
get there with this team." Ips¬ 
wich. in no small part thanks io 
Wright's bulky frame, are sec¬ 
ond in the Nationwide League 
first division. While Wright 
may have to watch tonight 
from the bench, he is guaran¬ 


teed one international appear¬ 
ance next Wednesday when a 
Nationwide League team plays 
a select XI from'Italy's Serie B 
inTemi. 

“He can handle anything,” 
Clemence said. “He has great 
reflexes and he concentrates 
well He’s a good communica¬ 
tor with his defenders and he's 
gaining first-team experience 
every week.” England's future 
may be secure, brut there does 
not seem to be much 
alternative. 


AFTER the limp performanc¬ 
es against Sweden. Bulgaria 
and Luxembourg, what better 
fixture could England have ar¬ 
ranged than against the Czech 
Republic at Wembley tonight? 
It is widely perceived as an op¬ 
portunity to rid the demons of 
the recent past against oppo¬ 
nents who appear to have 
done little since finishing as 
runners-up to Germany in the 
European championship final 
two vears ago. 

Glenn Hoddie. the England 
coach, knows better. Hopeful¬ 
ly. The Czechs might have sub¬ 
sequently failed to qualify for 
the World Cup finals, but they 
have since embarked on a ten- 
match unbeaten run. nine 
games of which have been un¬ 
der the guidance of Jozef Cho¬ 
vanec, their new coach, who 
succeeded Dus an Uhrin in 
January’. In transition they 
may be. but impressively so. 

Their victims include Uru¬ 
guay. Paraguay. Ireland and 
Denmark and they also lead 
group nine, after winning 
iheir first three qualifying 
matches for the European 
championship in 2000. Hod¬ 
die may have preferred East¬ 
ern European opposition to re¬ 
place Yugoslavia, but could 
perhaps have chosen from the 
lesser-ranked nations. Can the 
media and the masses stom¬ 
ach another gut-uTenching 
England display? 

In contrast' to Hoddie. 
whose line-up will bear scant 
resemblance to his natural se¬ 
lection. Chovanec has almost 
a first-choice squad at his dis¬ 
posal. Only Jan Suchotarek. 
the Strasbourg defender, and 
Pavel NedvecL the Lazio mid- 
field player, are missing, “it is 
a match of special importance 
for both teams from the better 


half of European football.” 
Chovanec said yesterday. “! ex¬ 
pect a strong fight between 
two different football schools 
and cultures. Will it be physi¬ 
cal? I expect it to be so." 

Chovanec cut a stem figure, 
rarely smiling. “I don’t think I 
will be trying too many experi¬ 
ments.” he said. “I know my 
plavers’ ability, so there is no 
need to. We will not be paying 
particular attention to Eng¬ 
land’s experiments.” He had to 
be persuaded to reveal how he 
had re ignited the Czech flame. 
"It is difficult to speak about 
myself." he said. "I suppose I 
have tried to stabilise the ieam 
and develop the positive fea¬ 
tures from my predecessor." 

Chovanec is a diplomat, too, 
and steered deftly around lead¬ 
ing questions from the Scot¬ 
tish press. The Czechs travel to 
Scotland for a Euro 2300 quali¬ 
fying match on March 31. a 
game that could have a consid¬ 
erable impact on the outcome 
of the group. "It is very diffi¬ 
cult to say if w j e will field the 
same side against Scotland," 
Chovanec said. “There are sim¬ 
ilarities berween English and 
Scottish football, which is why 
this is a good game for us, but 
it is a long time between now' 
and March." 

He did not feel the need to 
consult Dr Jozef Venglos, the 
manager of Cfeltic and his com¬ 
patriot. about Scotland’s mer¬ 
its. He again erred on the side 
of caution when asked in which 
half of European football, the 
top or the bottom. Send and 
could be placed. “They are in 
the upper half." he said. They 
are a good side and the proof is 
that they played in the World 
Cup finals." Chovanec is 
smart His players are smart. 
England should beware. 


Minister’s 
promise 
on racism 


By Our Sports Staff 

TONY BANKS, the Minister 
of Sport, has pledged to look 
into the problems of racism in 
football in an effort to encour¬ 
age more black people into 
management 

At present, only two black 
men. Ruud Gullit of Newcas¬ 
tle United, and Viv Anderson 
at Middlesbrough, play a part 
in management in the FA Car¬ 
ling Premiership, but Mr 
Banks, speaking at a Show 
Racism the Red Card confer¬ 
ence, said: “As long as 1 am 
sports minister I wall make 
sure something is done. These 
are not empty words, you will 
see." 

Crystal Palace are investigat¬ 
ing an apparent shortfall of 
about £400,000 in the pur¬ 
chase of the Chinese players. 
Fan Zhiyi and Sun Jihai. 

They were bought this sea¬ 
son for what Palace thought 
was a combined foe of £135 
million, but the Chinese Foot¬ 
ball Association, the selling 
body, is expecting to receive 
only £950.000. Palace are to 
ask for assistant from the Eng¬ 
lish FA to help them deal with- 
the matter. 

Kevin Keegan, the Fulham 
manager, has signed the Bris¬ 
tol Rovers striker Barry Hay- 
les, 26, for a fee of £2 million. 

Tim Flowers, the Blackburn 
Rovers goalkeeper, is will be 
out of action until the new 
year, bur will not need an oper¬ 
ation on his injured aim Flow¬ 
ers missed the Worthington 
Cup victory at Newcastle and 
the Premiership defeat at Man¬ 
chester United last week. 


Milosevic savours happier times 


From Tom Walker 

IN the bitter cold of the OFK 
Belgrade stadium, there was 
one figure left after training, 
bent double, spitting into the 
doying mud as a thin mist 
smoked from his tracksuit- Bet¬ 
ter to spit at the pitch than 
those around it is one of the 
footballing lessons taken on 
board by Savo Milosevic, for¬ 
merly of Aston Villa, over his 
past year of transition. 

The striker has emerged 
from the infamous altercation 
with Aston Villa supporters 
last January that ended with 
his departure from the Mid¬ 
lands. Revitalised by Spanish 
first-division football with 
Real Zaragoza, he expects to 
start for Yugoslavia against 
Ireland in his hometown of 
Belgrade tonight. No more 


must the 25-year-old endure 
the terrace taunts of "you're 
not fit to wear the shirr that 
rang in his ears as he donned 
the daret arid blue of a club at 
which he felt ill at ease, within 
a city and a country that he, 
his wife Vesna and son Nikola 
never really enjoyed. 

‘To be honest. I’m a lot hap¬ 
pier now." Milosevic said. “I 
don’t regret anything, but I 
made a mistake and 1 take 
responsibility for that Once 
you’ve done something, there 
is no going back. You just try 
to learn from it" 

Even today in Belgrade. 
Milosevic must endure ribald¬ 
ry from Red Star supporters, 
who remember him as a preco- 
dous youngster with Partizan, 
their local rivals. “Savo the 
monkey” they cry; for Parti¬ 
zan fans he remains “Savo the 


master’. Mick McCarthy, the 
Ireland manager, appears 
unperturbed; perhaps rightly 
so his team* victory in their 
group over Croatia, who fin¬ 
ished third in the World Cup. 
McCarthy said Milosevic 
“blew hot and cold' in Eng¬ 
land and believes the Slav 
mentality can be suspect 
“Their game is swashbuck¬ 
ling, free-flowing and expan¬ 
sive, but they get a goal 


GROUP EIGHT 


P W D L F APta 

Ireland.... ... 2 2 0 0 7 0 6 

Croatia.3 2 0 1 7 5 6 

FYR Macedonia... 2 10 16 3 3 

Yugostavta. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Mata. 3 0 0 3 1 13 0 

RESULT*: Sept Sc Ireland 2 Croatia a 

NfcJteM OnGaTMIttoMSMeha 
O; Croatia 3 FYR Macedonia 2. 


against them and they are 
nervy." McCarthy said, 
recalling the manner m which 
Germany fought back in the 
World Cup. forcing a 2-2 draw 
after being 2-0 down. 

McCarthy is low-key about 
the encounter and plays down 
the physical aspect, a focus for 
some. "This stuff about us 
being physical is mythology." 
he said “The Yugoslavs hold it 
up and tackle just as we do." 

Politics are low on the agen¬ 
da, but Milosevic said: “We 
keep on hearing about 200.000 
Albanian refugees, but what 
about the one million Serbs 
from the war, 500,000 looking 
for somewhere to live in Bel¬ 
grade. What happens to them? 
God knows, I’d like to come 
back and live here one day. 
but for the moment I’m concen¬ 
trating on my job." 


McMenemy rem ains on guard 


By George Caulkin 

LIKE many of those employed 
in Lawrie McMenemy* pre¬ 
carious chosen profession, the 
Northern Ireland manager 
wisely peppered his conversa¬ 
tion with such battle-worn 
phrases as “complacency." 
and “no easy games," 
yesterday. The mantle of 
favourites sits comfortably on 
few sides in international 
football. 

For McMenemy, the experi¬ 
ence was a new one and he 
countered by claiming that his 
team remained “underdogs" 
for the visit of Moldova in 
European championship quali¬ 
fying group three tonight 
“Look at where we draw our 


squad from; see how much 
they’re playing,” he said How¬ 
ever. the fact remains that a 
Windsor Park crowd of some 
10.000 will arrive expecting a 
comfortable home victory. 

Such optimism will, in part 
be based on Moldova's unim¬ 
pressive, if brief, track record. 
They are some 29 places below 
Northern Ireland in the latest 
FIfa world rankings, and in 
the five years since their fid! 
affiliation after splitting from 
the former Soviet Union, they 
have mustered just one 
competitive away win. 

Their cause is further weak¬ 
ened by the suspension of Igor 
Oprea. the influential midfield 
player, who scored twice in 
Moldova’s 3-2 defeat against 


Finland, but it is not simply 
the status of the opposition 
that provides cautious 
grounds for hope. After 
beating Finland last month, 
victory tonight would propel 
Northern Ireland into joint 
leadership of a group also 
containing Turkey and 
Germany. 


GROUP THREE 


Frtand. 

Tiihey. . 


Nl 
Motiora 


P W D L F APt* 
3 2 0 1 6 4 6 
3 2 0 1 5 3 6 
2 10 13 2 3 
2 10 1 13 3 
2 0 0 2 3 6 0 


RESULTS: Sept 5: Frtand 3 Moldova 2: 
TuAsy 3 Northern Iretend 0. Oct TO: Turta-y 
1 Germany 0: Northern Ireland i Frtand 0 
Oct 14: Moldova 1 Germany 3: Tutey 1 Fin- 
Iand3 


Although injury has robbed 
McMenemy of both his first- 
choice full backs. Kevin Hor- 
lock and Aaron Hughes, his 
squad remains a relatively 
strong one. Steve Lomas, of 
West Ham United returns to 
captain the side after a three- 
game absence, while in Phil 
Gray, McMenemy’s attack 
will possess vigour in reserve. 

Peter Kennedy will make 
his debut on the left side of 
defence, capping an impres¬ 
sive start to the season with 
Watford. Three years ago. the 
Usbum-bom player. 25. 
worked as an apprentice in a 
sheet-metal factory. From one 
quarter, at least, McMenemy 
need have no concerns about 
complacency. 


Elite youth Rijkaard takes 
o“s bold gamble 


By John Goodbody 


From Rob Hughes in Gelsenkirchen 


ENGLAND’S elite youth foot¬ 
ballers are to undergo twice- 
yearfy tests to monitor their 
physical progress and identify 
why so many suffer injuries 
that threaten their careers. 

in the first extensive nation¬ 
al study conducted anywhere 
in the world more than 10.000 
youngsters aged from nine to 
21, and attending the 34 new 
academies at Premiership and 
Football League dubs, will be 
examined and measured by 
the two physiotherapists and 
academy doctors detailed to 
look after England's future in¬ 
ternationals at these dubs. 

From January 1. aD injuries 
suffered by these players that 
require them to rest for two 
days will be collated by the 
FA’s medical education cen¬ 
tre's research department at 
UUesbalJ. This will help re¬ 
searchers discover why some 
youngsters suffer injuries at 
particular ages. 

Alan Hodson, the FA’s 
head of sports medicine, said: 
There is a massive need for 
this research. We aim to be set¬ 
ting standards that no one 
else has ever done in football 
in these numbers, and at this 
age and level.” 

There has been widespread 
concern that English young¬ 
sters play too often, some¬ 
times suffering chronic inju¬ 
ries. In 1993 and 1994,17 per 
cent of the applicants to the 
FA National School at Liile- 
shall had stress fractures to 
their lower spine, compared 
to six per cent of ordinary 
youngsters of the same age. 


THE industrial Ruhr in Ger¬ 
many is anything but hospita¬ 
ble in the depths of winter. The 
river is chill personified, snow 
is falling and more than 1.000 
police and specially trained 
troops are being amassed for 
the so-called friendly encoun¬ 
ter tonight between Germany 
and Holland. 

Given that a Dutch support¬ 
er was killed in a fight 
prearranged between follow¬ 
ers of Ajax and Feyenoord a 
year ago, given the legacy of 
the World Cup. after which a 
policeman in Lens lies with 
brain damage after being 
attacked by German thugs. 
Ulrich Grzella, the police chief 
here, is justified in his 
precautions. 

"We assume that violence- 
prone fans will come to Gelsen¬ 
kirchen," he said, speaking of 
the home city of Schalke 04, 
which has a condemned stadi¬ 
um and a new one that is 
about to be built for 3S5 mil-. 



Matthaus: back as libero 


lion deutschmarks, is — in the 
sporting sense — a venue for 
one country looking back¬ 
wards, the other forward. 

When heavy criticism forced 
out Bertie Vogts as the nation¬ 
al coach this autumn, Germa¬ 
ny persuaded Erich Ribbeck, 
61, to come out of retirement. 
He has unretired Lothar Mat¬ 
thaus and Andreas Mo Her as 
the libero and the playmaker. 
the two most creative roles in 
the Germany side. 

In contrast, when Guus Hid- 
dink, the coach who coaxed 
Holland to the World Cup 
semi-finals and then left for 
Real Madrid, the Dutch hand¬ 
ed the reins to Frank Rijkaard, 
who, at 35, is two years young¬ 
er than Matthaus. 

Rijkaard had never coached 
a team in his life, though, 
along with Ruud Gullit, the 
Newcastle United manager, 
he was invited to take a course 
this summer. He has been 
quite bold and futuristic in 
deciding that if Dennis Berg- 
kamp is so seldom available to 
travel for his country, then 
Ruud van Nistelrooij will take 
his place. 

Van Nistelrooij has had jusr 
one spectacular season in the 
top flight He scored 13 goals 
in 30 games for Heerenveen 
last season, and was sold to 
PSV Eindhoven, who are 
under the wing of Bobby 
Robson, the former England 
manager. 

Tonight, providing we can 
concentrate on the football, it 
will be intriguing to see the 
new boy from Holland taking 
on the old-timer. Matthaus. 
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Richard Evans on a project turning science fiction into fact 

National offers armchair ride 


I n a scene reminiscent or a 
Steven Spielberg science 
fiction film, a cross 
between a rocket capsule and 
an aircraft cockpit suddenly be¬ 
gan to gyrate in the comer of a 
Coiswotd field yesterday — as 
the Martel! Grand National 
came to Gloucestershire. 

U a casual observer could be 
forgiven for thinking an uni¬ 
dentified flying object had 
landed on the gallops at Nigel 
Twiston-Davies’s yard, those 
inside the gleaming white fu¬ 
turistic creation were having 
similar thoughts as they expe¬ 
rienced the hill range of emo¬ 
tions felt by jockeys riding in 
the world’s most famous stee¬ 
plechase — including a bone¬ 
shaking fail at the first fence. 

At a cost of £220,000. 
Ain tree racecourse has ac¬ 
quired the mobile simulator 


RICHARD EVANS 


Nap: STRONG PALADIN 
(3.10 Kempton Park) 
Next Best: Escartefigue 
(250 Haydock Park) 

which offers up to 20 people at 
a time a virtual reality ride 
over the unique Grand Nation¬ 
al fences. The Morphis 
MovieRide theatre, to give die 
capsule its proper title, has 
been developed after jockeys 
wore small cameras on their 
helmets while riding at 
Ain tree during last season's 
Grand National meeting. 

“Broadcast-quality digital 
imagery is brought together 
with explosive special effects.” 
according to the publicity 
issued by the makers of Die 
simulator. 

All of which means those in¬ 
side the capsule are given 
some idea of how Richard 
Johnson felt when Banjo fell at 
the first fence in the latest run- 



THUNDERER 

1.05 Hurricane Jane. 1.40 Native Player. 2.10 Tax 
Exempt. 2.40 Old Bridge. 3.10 Zander. 3A5 Coh 
Sho No. 
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1.05 RACING FOR GAIN CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS 
NOVICES HANDICAP HURDLE [TOTE TRIFECTA RACE] 

(£2327: 2m) (13 turners) 
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2.10 EOF NATIONAL HUNT NOVICES HURDLE 

(Qualifier £2.788:2m) (8) 

1 00-0 GUARD OF HONOUR 18 JGSoid 6-11-0_f. AspeH - 
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2.40 UMBER HILL CHASE 

(limited handicap; £4.665:2m 4! 110yd) (5) 
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Viewers are given the opportunity chance to experience the thrill of riding over the Grand National fences 


ning of the Grand National. 
After that mishap, viewers are 
magically transferred to a 
safer conveyance in the shape 
of Kerry Orchid, a ten-year- 
old grey, who completed the 
course in the Fox Hunters’ 
Chase. With a commentary by 
Carl Uewellyn. who won this 
year’s Grand National on 
Earth Summit, the theatre 
jockeys experience the thrill of 
jumping fences such as 
Bechers Brook and Foinavon. 

The simulator will go on a 
nationwide tour before taking 
up permanent residence at 
Ain tree after the running of 
next year's Grand National. 


where it will be an essential 
pan of a new visitors’ centre. 

The Grand National is one 
of arguably only two raoes a 
>[ear which capture the atten¬ 
tion of the non-racing public, 
and. given the concerns felt in 
some quarters, this is part of 
an attempt to bring the race to 
the people. 

“It is a major tool to help to 
promote the race.” Dickon 
White, Aintree’s marketing di¬ 
rector. said. “We get a lot of 
people phoning up and asking 
what is it really like to ride 
round Ain tree and it is hard to 
put it into words. This simula¬ 
tor helps to take the Grand 


National to the people. You 
only have to see the television 
viewing figures or the betting 
turnover on the race to realise 
how much it matters to the 
general public.” 

After an investigation and 
report into the most recent run¬ 
ning of the Grand National, 
some important changes are 
being implemented for next 
year's renewal. A panel of ex¬ 
perts will be appointed by the 
Jockey Chib to advise on 
whether any horse entered for 
the race should not be allowed 
to run. Any horse which runs 
in the five days before the 
Grand National will automati- 


RESULTS FROM YESTERDAY S THREE MEETINGS 


Wetherby 


Going: good 

1.10 (2m hdfe) 1, Panama House ft. 
Wyw. 13-8 tor); 2. Master Tem (7-1), 3. 
Dangermanlll-1). lOran. ol, 3LTEast- 
erby. Tote: E2 40; £1-20. £1-90. £2 20. DF: 


1.40 {3m Ifcfil 1. Master Wood (C Mc¬ 
Cormack 7-1); 2. Section Gieen (9-1). 
Paddy's Retire (I) B-11 tor. 6 ran. Nk. C 
Grant Tote: C7.60. £2.10. ei.10. DF: 
£5 00. CSF: £21.01. 

2.10 (Sm 41110yd hefle) 1. Dan De Man 
(T SiddaS. 10-1): Z Russian Aspect (7-1). 
3. Diddy RyTOT P-? fee'll ^ 21. » 
Mbs L Siddall- Tote: El 1.80, £3.60. El .70. 
El 50. DF: E31.90. CSF: £66.33. Tncast. 
£322.48. 

2 M ch) 1. Tom Brodte (C McCor¬ 

mack. 8-1): 2. Dr Bones M Wfl; 3. Konwfe- 
la King (6-1). Curftxtan Challenge 11-10 


lav 4 ran. NR. ChxshoL Z’d. 1'.» J 
Howard Johnson Tote- £8 BO DF. £990 
CSF: £20.68. 

Remainder of m e etin g a ti au do nu be¬ 
cause of heavy fog. 

Jackpot: £15^0050 (03 winning tick¬ 
ets. Pool of E15J8082 carried for¬ 
ward to Haydock Park today). 
Ptacepet ZT1SO- Quadpdfc Cl 8.70. 

Newton Abbot 

Going: soft 

14)0 (2m II hdte) 1. Red Ebrel (W 
Master. 118 fav). 2. Roy Boy (9-1). 3. 
Fearless Wonder (33-1). 9 ran. 3. ‘.-t D 
Wntie Tote- El 60. El .00 El .70. E560. 
DF: £9.00. CSF El 2 48 
1JO (2m 110yd chi 1. Cofflar Bay (M A 


ZOO ran fif hde) 1. Native Fteid (J Moa- 
(ord. 9-4 lliav): Z Stwfirwan {3-1); 3, 
Aauasaku 15-1). Name Of Ow Father 9-4 
jr-tav 5 ran 2M. Tl. D Winds Toe: E3.00. 
El 50, £4.60 DF: E950. CSF: E1S.S5. 


ran. NR. Opdnwtk: filter, f W. H. 0 Gan- 
dotta Tote. E67.00: El 5.50. £2.DO. ES 70. 
DF E8950.CSF:E176ZS. 

Pfacapot tszaa. QuadpoCeiX4a 


Cl AO, £4.60 DF: £9.50. CSF: £15.55. ( . 

Z30 (3m 311M ch) 1, Ifistar Bbke (R UnQfjeld PafX 
Johnson. 5-2). £ Gigi Beach (9-4 tart; 3. _ - ^ . , lLl| . 

Foly Road (11-2) 8 rati 9. nk. R Lee Br*W standard 
Tote £3.50. El 20. E1.40. El-60. DF. i ? ?n i 1m 4 f) y, F*tn (Kk 
£430. CSF: EB 51 Tncast £25 32. 9 - 2 ); 2 , Ftoman Reel (7*1). 

34)0 (3n If hdte) 1. Native Ffing (R Dun- (4-1 lav]. 4, General Gtow 

woody. 4-9 fav); 2. NaWiaf (16-1); 3. Ra- NR.' lances Rat 3VA a 

iuxsb( 10-1).Stan. 111.271. PHobha.Tote" £430: £1.70. EZ40. £11 

El .40: El CO. E7 oa DF: £4 60. CSF: EB.D9 £23.00 CSF E31.42 Thca 

330 i2mSM 10yd chn.Oifentaf Boy (R 1230 (71) 1. Gfostontary 


330 12 m a 110yd chjl. Oriental Boy (R 
Johnson. 11-4 fav). 2. Just Jasmme (7-1). 
3. Divine Chance.t2(M1.12 ran. 41.191 R 
Lie. Tote. £3 50; £1 70. EZIO. £6.50. DF: 
£2030 CSF: £19.74 Tricast £30036. 
4JJ0 12m 1! to) 1. Gunnerbiong [Soptve 
Mtchefi. 20-1): 2. Beau (8-1); 1 Forest 
Thyne (10-1). Molly Ffe Lad 2-1 lav 15 


Going: standard 

1230 llrti 4f) 1, Paha (MrDH Oxtsdon. 
9-2): 2, Roman Real (7-1), 3. Evezlo Ruto 
(4-1 lav). 4. General Gtow (16-1). 17 ran. 
NR LanceS Pel 3vf. a G Lewts. Tote 
£430: £1.70. EZ40. El 10. E850. DF. 
£23 Oa CSF. 01.42 Tricast £131.86. 
1250(71} 1, Gfostonftury (Wfyan, 4-i), 
z Mss Take (20-1); 3. Cedar Wells (7-2). 
Me^cMemona2-Haw. 10ren 3^.UU 
Channoa Tote: E6.40. C1.4Q. £330. 
E1.80.DF: £58.50 C5F: £7531. 

120 (im) 1, Oo Ea Be (D McKaown, 
33-1). 2. Achilles Star (4-1); 3, Low Bluas 
(9-2). vale CM Levon 3-1 lav. 10 ran. >J. 31. 


% c-*♦ - 

m iJHEEHAN on BRIDGE 


By Robert Sheehan, bridge correspondent 

A recurring theme is that the correct play in a suit in isola¬ 
tion may not be the correct play in the context of the whole 
hand. TTie declarer on this hand was British international 
Steve Lodge. 

Dealer West Love all IMPs 



Keene on chess 


* J953 
<? 102 

0 AQJ63 

* J4 


A KQ8762 
<? Q75 
v 104 
* K9 


4 4 

t? AK8643 
<■ 52 
* 0876 
N 

W E 

S 

A A 10 
J9 

K987 
4> A10532 


Contract: FWe Clubs by South. Load: throe of spades. 


If you are going to open on 
9-counts. I suppose the 
North hand is one of the 
more suitable - a good main 
suit, with the three honours 
all in the long suits. West’s 
bid of Three Diamonds is 
codified in the duplicate 
world as being a tit jump - 
In competitive auctions, a 
Jump in a new suit shows a 
fit for the suit partner has 
bid with a good holding in 
the new suit. But it would 
also be die correct bid at rub¬ 
ber bridge by a passed hand 
- there is no point m jump¬ 
ing if you don't have a fit tor 

^K^dge had won the 
opening lead, how should he 

play the trumps? 

dub suit in isolation, die best 


singleton, and when West has 
king and two others. But here 
the danger is that if East wins 
a club trick, he will push a 
diamond through, and with 
West having announced a 
good diamond holding that 
will mean the loss of two dia¬ 
mond tricks. 

So Lodge crossed to 
dummy with a heart to lead 
the queen of clubs. East cov¬ 
ered. Lodge won the ace. and 
when Wesa played small his 
onlv chance was that the 
clubs were 2-2 with West 
holding the jack. He played 
another club, and after West 
had won Lodge was in con¬ 
trol to establish dummy’s 
hearts and enter dummy 
with a trump to cash them 
and make his contract, 

□ Robert Sheehan writes on 
Mnndav to Friday in 


By Raymond Keene 

CHESS CORRESPONDENT 

Pol gar Victories . 

Today l give two further victo¬ 
ries from Judith PoJgar’s su¬ 
perb performance winning 
first prize ahead of Timman 
and Spassky with a one and a 
half pant martin at the VAM 
tournament in Holland. 
White: Judith Polgar 
Black: Boris Spassky 
VAM Tournament, Holland 
1998 

RuyLopez 

104 85 

2 NO NcB 

3 Bb5 a6 

4 Ba4 NfB 

5 0-0 Be7 

6 Rel b5 

7 Bb3 06 

8 c3 0-0 

9h3 Nb8 

10 d4 Nb07 

11 Ntxi2 Bb7 

12 Bc2 Re8 

13Nfl exd4 

14 CMJ4 d5 

15 e5 Ne4 

16 N3d2 N*02 

17 Bxd2 c5 


39 Be7+ KgB 

40 NK5 g«h5 

41 Bf6 Black res&s 

Diagram of final position 


8 



play bridge”teSS « ta 

tod aceSport and in the Weekend 

seSon on Saturday- 


104 

2 NO 

3 Bb5 

4 Ba4 
50-0 

6 Rel 

7 Bb3 

8 c3 
9h3 
10 d4 

1lNtx£2 
12 Bc2 
13NfL 
14CWJ4 

15 e5 

16 N3d2 

17 Bxd2 

18 Ne3 

19 Ng4 
20dxc5 
21Nh6 

22 QO 

23 e6 

24 M 

25 e? 

26 Rxe7+ 

27 Rel 

28 Ng4 

29 Qf4 
30Qh6 
31QM 
32 Nh6+ 
33Qg4 
34NxS 
35 8g5 
36Re2 
37 Ng3 
38Qe6 


abcdefgh 
while: Judith Polgar 
Blade TaJ Shaked 
VAM Tournament. Holland 1996 
French Defence 


104 

2 64 

3 Nc3 
4e5 
5a3 
6bxc3 
7Qg4 
8Bd3 

9 Qh3 

10 Bd2 
UNO 
12 Rgl 
13B02 

14 Rd 

15 g4 

16 Bdl 

17 Rc2 

18 Bh6 

19 045 

20 Be3 
21Ng5 

22 M 

23 Rcg2 

24 m. 
25Nxft7 

26 BQ 

27 Kg3 

28 Kx£3 

29 M2 


66 

d5 

B&4 

c5 

B*c3+ 

NeT 

0-0 

B 

Qa5 . 

Nbc6 

Qb4 

c4 

Qxc2 

Qb2 

Na5 

MO 

0*33 

NSS 

RxS 

Bd7 

NfB 

Nal 

0xc3+ 

Rrf4+ 

Qc2+ 

R*Q+ 

Q04+ 

BtocKresiffTs 



WINNING MOVE 


Bv giiiip How’ard 

bombora 

^ a. An ire cream pudding 

■ of cigar b. Broken water 

k bed • c. A goblin in Tolkien 

!t disease ' DUBBELTJlE 

a Separate schools 

CHA b. A fish 

c. a weed 

Answer, page 42 

•ek and carrot soup 


By Raymond Keene 

White to play. This position is 
from the same Marchian - Vilar. 
Elista Olympiad, 1998. Blade’s 
situation has become so des¬ 
perate that the king has come 
up the board in an attempt to 
defend the weak points. How 
did White tum this to his ad¬ 
vantage? . 

Solution, page 42 



rally be disqualified from 
taking pan in the National 
Spedal schooling fences, built 
to the design of a National 
fence, are also being prepared 
at die country's three main 
training bases — Middlehanu 
Lam bourn and Newmarket. 

Unfortunately, Ain tree — or 
Merseyside police—still seem 
intent on subjecting spectators 
to intolerable levels of security, 
including. personal searches, 
at next year’s meeting. Given 
the changes in the political 
scenery since the sad events of 
two years ago, such measures 
seem out of touch and unneces¬ 
sary. 


THUNDERER 

1.00 Sreteche. 1.30 Cool As A Cucumber. 2.00 
Tony’s Mist 2-30 Running De Cerisy. 3.00 ShadL 
ann. &30 Clinton. 4.00 Madam Ross. 

GONG: GOOD SIS 

1.00 MARDEN JUVENILE NOVICES HURDLE 

(3-Y-O: CZ556:2m) (16 runners) 




A Murphy. 
E220.DP 


Tola- £2130. £5.10. £220. 
£7200. CSF. £154 9«. Tncast 


E220. DF- £7200. CSF. £154 94. Tricast 
ES7255. 

XJO (5f| i.Tom Tin (T WBiams. 13-21; Z 
Southern Oomlrton (12-1). 3. TopOl me 
Form (9-2). Ftlancfly Brave 3-1 for. 10 ran 
3L **l. Mss J Craze. Tote: £730. £2.40. 
£270, £220. OF: £15 70. CSF: £7933. Trt- 
cast £368.88. 

2JO (im 2fl 1, HgftH AceoMe (W 
Ryan. 54 fav); 2, Zada (7-1); 3. My Uttle 
Um (20-1). Braa NR: DW. Master Ltutoa 


52 fteMa. 4-t Bms. 5Uagenl Ot LM. 7-1 Fuen Boi. 6-1 nftn 

1.30 BACTDN AMATEUR RIDERS HANDICAP 
CHASE (£2,962:2m 3f) (16) 

1 110- COX AS A cucuoai 107 (C5) (4» vmanB 7*12-7 

IflssSVUaiyi 

2 22-4 PAPARAZZ0145(QW Jerks7-12-6-MHknrti 

3 225- JASONS BOV 219 (&&SJ J Beftx 8-12-4 MssEJbvb 

4 625/ 09CAL AN DORAS 733 © F Ucphy 9-12-2 J Ucttamara 1 

5 SF-F OOBL 21 (HK Bate 8-12-1_ R Forrttal 

6 334 N087HERfi SAODLSi 18 fl&Si S Hodges 11-11-11 

AHoUbvknBi 

7 20F5 MH1E IN FWMT B Ms A Mca 7-11-10-PCosMo 


51.8L J Gosden. Tola- £Z20. El .10. El 60. 
£420. DF: £580. CSF: £1117 
ZSO (Im 3) 1. Totom (WRyaa 1S-2). 2, 
ETabufa (5-8 tor); 3. Kings Arrow (20-1). 
10 ran. V4. 7L Uxd Huntingdon. Tota- 
£5.90; £130. £120. £3.80 DF: £45a 
CSF: £1224 

220 f7l)1, Og Ben pane ON* 5-1); 2. 
Kass Atiawa (51); 3. Topson (158 tori. 
12 ran. Nk. VJ. R Hannon. Tote £650, 
£180, £120. £150 DF’ £17 80. CSF; 
£2731 Tncast £62.07. 

350 (71) 1. Shadn Of Uwc (C Rutter, 
5- T). 2, Be to Wsh (7-2J; 3. itrSpator (3-1 
for) 10 ran VR: Rwin SptendcxK y, 9 V 
Soane Tota £6.70; £2.60. £150. £2.70. DF- 
£910 CSF £2218. Tricast C5B21 
Placapot E215 j 00. Quedpo n £2720. 


8 3251 BiaiS 11JD/55) JI 

9 053P BUCK QUOTE 58 jcj.i 
10 P015 BIT OF A DREAM M<£ 
J1 -223 AMmeiC0inSE2lj 

12 SOP CHAN IKE MAN 11 (Q 

13 3335 BULDEH BOY 12 S Bra 

14 58-P CAmSAYB (S) Jfta 

15 P-1S MASIB? BQImSER 3S \ 


8-11-10_S StrancE (1) 

k$ 1 MdQe 8-11-tO —J Owen (7) 
Iks s araai 8-11-5 J cmfor 0 
tetfoe 10-11-3 .HnCItum 

M Pipe 7-11-3_J 0 UOMt 

m 8-11-0 __~_R Cooptr 0 

| II SurttoTTfu ..NW® Q 


. J» p pnfflps (7) 
. .. Nwaamson 
. EHKAwd 
0-0 -X Aaxmr (3) 
6-10-Q D EaBaflliti 
0-0 . S Graton (7) 
. ...tfcCRae 
.SU|r(5) 

114 loar's tea. 5-1 Baitei UOt. 6^^1NA Lw. Gaflmwa Bum. 7 ■ i Deal Pwet 

KM AxConnanl i?-i amn» vto. 16-1 rates 


2.30 PADDY MORRISSEY NOVICES HANDICAP 

CHASE (£3.126: 2m) (8) 

BPowrt 
VP McCoy 
.. B Fenton 
— P Wde 
(cftiafl (5) 
SGMagnK 
OaawrtK 
SKMy IS) 

11-8 Come On Penn. 7-2 Calcic BaHm s.4-1 RanWg DeCaay 6-1 ofteR. 

3.00 BISHOPS FROME NOVICES HANDICAP 

HURDLE (£2,500:2m 31110yd) (14) 

I 250-MKZAMET 3820 0-NUil 5-11-10__VStaSvy 

2-2-44 waflURN BOni(F)MSt»poari) 6 - 1 1-7-GTtrmey 

3 PP-0 fiOBWIANMABFJoranS-lU-..AP McCoy 

4 (MM TWEPROJECT 15C BvmH4-11-2 - BFtStti 

5 F5-0 SHAD1AM412 P UlUiy 4-11-2_R Fwiart 

6 0-40 lABURIflJM B0U1 271 WSHams 7-10-11_fliramson 

7 3213 VWNDT VALLEY 30 (B^£)P HnbbS 5-KM1 . RWHurti 

8 &«Z MAY SIWSET 12 ffi) NHnfo8-10-4-BPo-eH 

9 OP-O UlSCOMffi 15PJonw5-10-2_DLteby 

10 URL FORT ZEDOAAN 381 (F| Mil S SmBl 8-10-1 -.SPtfriBQ 

II QID5 DANCM6POSffl 15BBaideg6-10-0-FKanbyP 

J2 P-59 mBIRJGELES 25 CJKklon 5-10-0_ OBukohS 

13 6-80 1WKR57/W 13 G RSnB#»6-r0-0_XAkptfugi 

14 0-00 HEAD GARDBCR 20 (H) R Us 4-10-0 .. -Mr P CocMto (7) 
3-1 Wtah Volley. 7-2 Miy Sinsa. 5-1 Mmmel. 61 Go ftltaonta. 7-1 oftet. 

3.30 BOGMARSH NOVICES CHASE 

(£3,451:3m If 110yd) (8) 




16 OP-F OOtWUA 13 (S) FJadao7-10-7-Clte(5) 

7-2 Cod A] A Cucortw, 4-1 Boa. 5-1 Norton SaMa. 7-1 Rnrazn. 8-1 
toon's Boy. Odd. 10-1 Anolcr Couxe. 14-1 n a A Dran. 15-1 attara. 



30. CtZO. £3.80 DF: £4X1 ft An ' 

2* C.UU BRJDSTOW SELLING HANDICAP HURDU 

tori! (£1,828:2m If) (18) 

k, VJ. R Hannan. Tata £8 SO, I 





adey 7-11-7..NWfcmsnn 

1 (U.S) P Mcnoits 5-11-5 . .A P UcCoy 

L&aKS* 7-11-0-VSWWy 

(BF.&SIBftnA 5-11-0 .RJofnson 

I SmHi 6-11-0_D Leariy 

P Hobbs 7-11-0 --R Fanrt 

5)0 0He« 6-114. PHfcfc 

Jntfciglws 8-11-0_R Massey (3) 

4- 7 CMon. 7-2 KraW Timpt*. 4-1 Ctw£*» Boy. 20-1 oftas 

4.00 WEATHERBYS STARS MARES ONLY 
NATIONAL HUNT FLAT RACE (£1,235: 2m 10 (9) 

1 3- RIERYTHWS HOST 215 WaVWlHiemi 5-11-0 S KeOy 6) 

2 P- HOPPMG MAD 199P M -bason 5-11-0-K Hbbefl 7) 

3 LAOrtffTE J AUMns 4-11-0_.MrJOM«in;0 

4 MADAM ROSS DMdwIson 5-11-0 ..R Massey 3i 

5 4-2 SAU-MYlffle 15 NTMsWvOauies 4-11-0-L Suborn 7) 

6 3 SMDKEYDOM 155-11-0 -MrBForristoti 

7 TBEttROCJadBon 5-11-0- 0Bunows(5) 

8 vasHHJACMorixL 5-114)...E Husband 

9 WATKSTJMTFOflDPR Webtw 5-IJ-O.Mr CB Wmvw (7) 

5- 4 Sra44ynk. 7-2 EraydanTSfoW-5-> MAu Ross. Srivtay Dm, 10-1 anws 




2.50 HtWARD HANMER MBHORIAL CHASE [SHOWCASE RACE) 

(Limited handicap: £25,240:3m) (6 rutmefs) 


1.20 Gentle Rivage 
150 River Lossie 
2^0 Smith Too 


THUNDERER 

2.50 Suny Bay 
3JX3 Becca's Rose 
3.55 KEY GRIP (nap) 


401 3111C- 

402 11452- 

S 1121-4 
37131- 
405 (J1P-51 
406 2311-F 



-12.—Jtlznrt 160 

11- 10 GBraSey 773 

_AMaoubeRJQt 

_ADobNn T63 

12- 10-5 M Braman 172 
8-1D-5 CLtowByn lEO 


Tunekeepw's top rating: 1.50 KADI. 


Long teudeap: MaMe 9-13. 

BETTWG: 5-2 Esta«S(»«. 7-2 Sea Uorc BosJrass. Suny Bar. Ite Grey ikMi 1-2 Stralh Hoy* 14-1 Matics 
1997: SUNY BAY B-11-2 6 Bfofey (10630) C Bmb 10 ran 


GOING: GOOD TO SOFT 


TOTE JACKPOT MEETING 


1.20 CALEDONIA RENAULT FLEET NOVICES HURDLE 

(£2,885: 2m 41) (8 runners) 



101 47UFF- 
IK tXVFP- 
103 2PP1-D 
IM 3-21 

105 40 

106 235- 

107 OPO- 

108 5- 


•?£&£ : 

sa 

OuoMxxty - 

BETTW& W Bane RSooe. M rrrtef.e Ertbor. UM Storm Of Beu. 12-1 FSflWy LradB. 25-1 oBers 
1937: ND CWHESPDMW6 RACE 

~ r Leaner 73 8ft ol 10 to tot An Etoce In rawtee tenfle * 
9 (3m. aoO). Gertie Rtnge tx4 M BeGby 12f to 12-runei 
el race a HsrtSa* cSn. sort. Rufius 171 KXb Ol 25 ■ Prammera 
Kerttam (2m 1 irijd. good) Stem Of Bold IS Sft of 19 » 
flat« Otmi pw 27. grin e *oio_S»rm Veto? 19 I1» d 
! Newraste (2m. rood) Y&iatke Edtan 4Vil 5Cl ol 14 Id (MM 
(2nv good to firm). 

GSTTLE RIVAGE Vneod piograssto form to tunpas tad season and can latt thk 




1.50 MASON COMMUNICATIONS HANDICAP CHASE 

(£4,783:2m 41) (4 runners) 

201 00233- KADI284JD££1 (JBrtNn)CMm9-11-13 —----JUXwwJyl 

hc 21 FIU/ wvebL osstiaia ra.R«* <cnrajwicEnten 9 - 11-13 —-—-~-6Jtoe® 

203 6F11-4 CUIWLL HOPE 18 f.&S) ,pM E GlcfeMjfos S Smtol MM-6 FH gnJ3) 

204 MP1-1 THE SIS 13 (&£,§) (Sha. HU GoH CM) D McCaM 5-10-0-AboSj£*l 

Long herd lt a p: Tte Eos 8-7. 

8ETTH& 11-8 KkB. 5-2 Qlfl Hope. 3-iHieEera. ll-2»«Los3e. 

1887: PON80 YWW6 H6-13 A Magwe (158 ter) Wa H KratfN 6 1 » 


SUNY BAY goes won be* and on refeal tot year's euctass to Its race 

3.20 NEWTON-LE-WILLOWS POUCE MARES ONLY NOVICES HURDLE 

(£2.773:2m) (ID rumeis) 

501 2224-1 

502 ltftl-1 

503 

504 ooue- 

505 0 

% * 

509 0RXJ20 

509 5023- 

510 /Pf54- 

GE77aiG: 5-4 Beccali Rose; 5-4 Hat 8-1 BtoeAwta. »2-l Moscow Uttt 25-1 Wto.WOdW. 33-1 Ki w 
Me. Lftnftick Udy. Ueoy Ctelsbnae. Wets Money. 

1897: MX FARM BLUES 4-10-7 0 BUdoeOa (161) IN Brittcuna 14 on 





3.55 


HEART put op a game dfcptey« Sntort antf can taflaw on 


WNDUEY GRmt HANDICAP HURDLE (£3.701:2m 4Q (6 runners] 


KMX. eefl len&camd to life Best hem. can rotie s winring lapproatc* 

2.20 ST HELENS HANDICAP HURDLE (£2,773:2m 7t 110yd) (8 runners) 


SHF p 


; Maude TM 
nroody - 
\ Dobbin - 
L Wya 105 

UaakeCTS 
5 Dura* T19 


Keene on line 

You can send queries, puzties. 
probtems and games by email to 
teenediess^aousin. The best oon- 
cributkxis from Times readere «ral 
be published either here or in the 
Saturday Times Weekend column. 


301 30520- 

302 DPI Pi- 

303 01210- 

304 5131-0 

305 F32EJ1 

306 W2-F 

307 400-32 
388 45-022 



10-11-10-MrTGton^pj 96 

riiTzr-Zur.Lww « 

i-i -_..nrODNangp) 107 

ran 6-10-13 —C Ummi 106 

_^_ADotSo - 

aumt 8-10-5 fl Satan (5) HS) 

___L Cummins p) 


€01 4-1111 
602 2111- 

603 33122/ 

604 1366-1 

605 60-501 
006 4020-1 

BETTM6:84 Htssea. ti-4 Our Iteatog. 7-2 Neyfinp. 6-r Sett CtoLHHedckxy. 14-1 fiver Wad 
19S7: THROW® 6 ID-iO C Mae* (W) S flnxfetn 6 ran 




Long Mndcap; S«y Mn 9-2 

BETTW: 84 Bw Wen. 3-1 ttwfctea WMee, MTopraweuftrafcfl. 7-1 SmBiToo. 8-1 P»ee 01 
10-1 Cap » H YOB Can. 16-1 Manask. Swy Mb 

1987: CAHMI6N 6-11-7 H anfty (8- ?| U Nannond 8 ran 


out WJKW5. oote^o in tar sorts 8fe torn, m catyeie 3 nap mo 


BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Hereford: 1.00 Frame Of Mind. 3.00 Head 
Gardena-. 



TOPgueUKTHRACWG. nerer-w a Sraoeliebl tot lime, ett 9rti I flesawd aerass 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAINStS 

Wins 

Rnrs 

% 

JOCKEYS 

Wins 

Rnrs 

% 

FJeifo 

6 

18 

333 

RDmc# 

22 

78 

28J 

NTwfiftn-Cme 

19 

74 

25.7 

cm* 

11 

45 

244 


4 

IS 

2 Z2 

Clfoeilyn 

13 

54 

24.1 

MRps ' 

32 

145 

22.1 

A Maguire 

ID 

47 

2U 

D ttctaisui 

12 

59 

20.3 

Ra m 

4 

21 

19.0 

MsSSmfili 

6 

31 

194 

L*y« 

9 

G1 

m 


SPECIALISTS 


KEMPTON PARK-ftstaara: D Qandolfo. 8 
winners from 23 rimers, 346% R ASner. 
15 from 45.33J%: P wwa»r. 5 tom IS, 

P NUttlB. 7 from 26,269%. 
Jockeys: A TTiomton, 14 wimera from 48 
rides. 29.2*; J Qstjoma, 24 kom 83. 
2BJ9»; T J Mrapliy. 4 bora 17.235%; M A 
Rtzberefd. 21 from 126,16.716; R nxsm- 
ton. 3 from 21,14.3%. 
HERBCHDETMnert; Mte VVHfemB, 8 
wirmarB from 18 lurras. 444%; F Mur¬ 
phy. 6 from 15. 40.0*; M Pipe. 37 from 
roe. 3*9*; D Nicholson. 10 from 33, 
303%: P Ntotiolts. 10 trom 40. 25-0%. 
jockoys: A P McCoy. 29 wlnms kom 86 
rkias. 302%; B Ferton, 8 from 39.203%; 
R Fanart. 9 from 52,175%: G Tami8y. 5 
tan 31.18L1%. 
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Time to place the horses first ^ to the Midd i e Ages 


I have been whacking 
horses a fair bit of late. 
So has Frankie Dettori 
and so has Tony McCoy. 
Their whacking has made 
more of a mark than my own, 
as it were. 

McCoy, the jump jockey, an 
extraordinarily talented serial 
champion at the age of 23, 
received an 18-day ban for his 
fifth whip offence this year on 
Monday. Dettori did not get 
banned at all: fas frenzied, not 
to say demented, assault on 
Swain in the Breeders' Cup 
Classic, the richest horse race 
ever run, had a rather differ¬ 
ent effect. 

That kind of whacking is 
permitted in the United States 
and Frankie, freed from the 
shackles of British rules, made 
the most of his chance. It cost 
Swain the race. 

Swain swerved violently 
away from the whip, then ran 
straight, true and fast as soon 
as Dettori stopped whacking. 
Swain's crabbing across the 
track cost him vital ground 
and he was narrowly beaten. 
It was a poor way to treat a 
great racehorse, whether you 
are talking about horse 
welfare or winning races. 

Both jockeys were sulky, 
and felt victimised in the after¬ 
math of these events. McCoy 


petulantly threw his whip to 
the crowd in victory on Satur¬ 
day and seemed disturbed, 
some said dose to die point of 
breakdown. Dettori was al¬ 
most unprecedentedly mono¬ 
syllabic when questioned 
about the Swain business. The 
words “I made a mistake” 
were beyond him. 

It is an eternally difficul t 
question. Both jockeys felt 
shattered because they were 
banned or criticised for doing 
their best. McCoy actually did 
get a slow horse home in first 
place: it is debatable whether 
another jockey could have 
done so. Both men feel hurt 
and confused. That is because 
the issue itself is confusing: an 
apparent paradox. 

No one wants to employ a 
jockey who blinks in the 
moment of truth. Desire to 
win is part of a jockey’s stock 
in trade. The jockey's desire is 
the final ingredient in the 
preparation of a racehorse to 
win a race. A jockey who gets a 
reputation as a softie will find 
himself unemployed. Owners 
and trainers want to win: jock¬ 
eys need to please them. 

Thus after the Derby- the 
winning jockey, Olivier Fesli- 
er, was banned for improper 
riding — but his mount [High- 
Rise] was not disqualified. Par- 


SIMON BARNES 



Midweek View 


adox again. The International 
Stakes at York gave us the 
most thrilling finish of the sea¬ 
son. The first three jockeys 
home were all banned. The 
pjadngs remained unaltered. 

Meanwhile, 1 have been 
whacking my horse, intermit¬ 
tently. with an ugly thing 
called the Air Cushion whip. 
Sir Peter O’SuIIevan is cam¬ 
paigning for its compulsory 
use in racing. It is like hitting a 
horse with a rolled-up newspa¬ 
per instead of a cane: it is effec¬ 
tive as a strong signal, but not 
as painful coercion. 


The whip has a different 
function in racing to normal 
horsey life, so it is logical that 
raring needs a specialised de¬ 
vice. A tiling like the Air Cush¬ 
ion whip is ideal for minimis¬ 
ing the pain of sustained and 
repeated whacking—raring is 
the only part of the horsey 
world that requires such a 
tiling—while allowing the rid¬ 
er to use force and rhythm and 
surprise: all things that help a 
horse to go a bit faster, put in a 
supreme effort 

McCoy already uses a cush¬ 
ioned whip, a different version 
and good on him for that It is 
one that looks a little less osten¬ 
tatiously benign, but the ban 
for its overuse only increases 
McCoy's sense of persecution. 

There are several points to 
consider. Both McCoy and 
Dettori ride with very short 
stirrup leathers. 1 couldn’t 
begin to ride like that, still less 
jump. Remarkable riders, but 
their riding position means 
that use of the legs to drive a 
horse is limited if not 
impossible. 

ft follows that the whip is 
not the last but the first resort 
Their stunningly effective use 
of balance and body position 
to urge a horse forward makes 
heavy use of the whip 
inevitable. 


The second point is crucial: 
for whose benefit are the 
rules? The game is about win¬ 
ning: you will not find many 
pmuers appalled by overuse of 
the whip, not when their horse 
wins. And when raring people 
hear the words “animal wel¬ 
fare" they reach for their 
revolvers. There is much defen¬ 
sive talk about the “image of 
raring". 


N ever mind image. 

The point is not 
that an all-out as¬ 
sault on a tired 
horse looks bad. The point is 
that it is bad. Jockeys not only 
do their best they are very anx¬ 
ious to be seen to be doing 
their best It is an important 
part of the job: too important 
Ostentatious use of the whip is 
often unnecessary: and in 
some cases, as Frankie could 
but will not teU us, downright 
counter-productive. 

Marcus Armytage, a former 
jockey, wrote the other week 
about what must be done "if 
the animal welfare lobby is to 
be appeased”. I suggest that 
racing pays absolutely no at¬ 
tention to the animal welfare 
lobby, whatever that is. Don't 
try to appease a lobby: try to 
look after the horses. It is a 
question of priorities. 


TENNIS: DEFEAT FOR SANCHEZ-VICARIO MEANS HINGIS IS UNABLE TO OVERHAUL AMERICAN 

Davenport confirmed as No 1 


From Aux Ramsav 

IN NEW YORK 

THATisit, the race is over, we 
can all go home. Before she 
has even lifted a racket with in¬ 
tent here, Lindsay Davenport 
has been guaranteed her place 
at the top of the rankings lad¬ 
der. In the final tournament of 
tiie year, there are not enough 
top players left for Martina 
Hingis to beat — and so gain 
enough bonus points—to over¬ 
haul Davenport for the No 1 
spot And it is all thanks to 
Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario. 

As the Chase Champion¬ 
ships eased into life cm Mon¬ 
day night Sanchez-Vicario 
played a stunningly awful 
match to lose to Irina Spirlea 
7-6. 6-1 and so remove herself 
— and her ranking points — 
from the path of Hingis. It 
was. she said, the result of 
sheer exhaustion at the end of 
a very long season. It is a com¬ 
mon cry around these parts at 
this time of year as the great 
and the good are undone by 
the reasonable and the aver¬ 
age. although Spirlea is rattier 
better than that 

She has had her moments, 
reaching the dizzy heights of 
No 7 last year, but she is an in¬ 
consistent soul who never 
seems to be able to maintain 
any momentum. What would 
it take to get baric into the top 
ten or even break into the top 
five? “My brain has to work," 
Spirlea said. She may have 
her ups and downs, but she is 
nothing if not honest 



Van Roost returns with great determination in her first round victory over Martinez 


Much the same could be 
said of Nathalie TauziaL Nev¬ 
er one to make much of a fuss, 
she is, nevertheless, reaping 
the rewards of her most suc¬ 
cessful season on the dratit 
The outing against Natasha 
Zvereva was a rematch of the 


Wimbledon semi-final, but 
this time around there was 
less at stake and, as a result 
nothing to be nervous about 
Wasting as little time as possi¬ 
ble, Tauziat won 6-3, 6-1 in 
front of a light sprinkling of 
dedicated supporters. “We 


have played many times, but 
right now 1 am better than she 
is," Tauziat pointed out in her 
own inimitable style. 

This year, for the first time, 
the championships have two 
daytime sessions, but no one 
appears to have told the good 


people of New York, andTauzi- 
at and Zvereva Indeed awfully 
alone in Madison Square Gar¬ 
den. Still, it was only to be ex¬ 
pected — the night before, the 
Cbrel WTA Tour had held its 
annual awards ceremony — 
and forgoi to bring the tro¬ 
phies. Donald Trump was left 
looking like a piece of string 
without a knot in it, as he had 
nothing to give Davenport for 
being voted the player of the 
year. After an awards ceremo¬ 
ny with no trophies, a match 
with no spectators seemed par 
for the course. 

Not that the New York 
crowd, such as it is. is particu¬ 
larly knowledgeable about ten¬ 
nis. More used to watching the 
Knicks and the Rangers at this 
venue, one misguided but 
well-meaning chap kept shout¬ 
ing: “Come on Martina," as 
Conchha Martinez was losing 
to Dominique van Roost on 
Monday night In her efficient 
way. Van Roost whistled past 
the tiring Spaniard 7-4 6-1. 

Van Roost looked like a 
school teacher, neatly dressed 
in navy blue with a pristine 
white collar, while Martinez 
looked like the errant pupil 
who had forgotten to do her 
homework. This is Martinez's 
least favourite tournament 
and her least favourite surface 
and, after a while. Van Roost’s 
crunching forehand was her 
least favourite shot Once the 
first set had escaped her. 
Martinez was in no mood to 
fight and. with the holidays 
beckoning, she was off. 


CCTV 

A COMPLETE 4 CAMERA SYSTEM 

£ 499 .™ 


Sapsford finds new lease of life 



A SYSTEM LIKE THIS COULD HAVE COST 
YOU £2,000+ A YEAR AGO! 

CCTV Technology has advanced rapWy in Hie last year or so. Just 
as each generation of computer now offers more performance for 
less cost, so does the latest state of the art CCTV equipment 

Advances ta sofld state imaging electronics ensure picture quality 
Is better and the equipment is less bulky and more reflable. The 
latest cameras even Incorporate super sensitive microphones to 
record sound as weS as vision, and all this tor a fraction of the cost 
of outdated traditional equipment 1 

Better design has also made specialist installers an expense of the 
past This new generation of user friendly CCTV packages simply 
efiefc together*. 

This month, as part c4 a special promotion to launch our latest range 
erf sensibly priced CCTV systems, we are offering Times readers our 
4 camera business protection package lor the amazing price of 
£499 plus VAT. AD our equipment is fully guaranteed and Is also 
covered by our unique money back warranty. 

So why waste time on local quotes when you can buy direct 
at trade prices from Britain's No 1 direct CCTV suppHer? 

For orar brochure ring TOO ask for 

Freephone CCTV 

or ring direct on <01935182 64 64 p-__ 

SECURITY VISION 1TD S 

The Duchy Buildings, Stoke sub Hamdon. Somerset TAM 6QR 
’National fftstteatiofl Team avatebte a required at extra cost 


DANNY SAPSFORD. who 
was thinking of retiring from 
tournament tennis less than 
three months ago, beat Chris 
WQkmson, the No I seed, 6-1. 
7-6 {8-6) in the first round oF 
the British National champi¬ 
onships at Telford yesterday. 

“I had hardly won a singles 
match all year and just before 
the US Open I was thinking 
of quitting,” Sapsford said. “I 
told Jeremy Bates that if there 
were any coaching jobs going 
at the LTA to let me know. 

“I meant to quit after the 
Bournemouth tournament in 


FOOTBALL 

fOckoft 730 wtiess stated 
International match 
England v Czech Republic 

let Wembley Stacfium, 8 0)__ 

Eu r opean cha mp ionship 
Qualifying group two 

Albania v Greece (2.0).. 

QuaBfying group three 
Northern Ireland v Moldova 

{at Windsor Park, Beflaa, 8.0). 

QuaBfying group abc 

San Marino v Cyprus _ 

QuaHfytng group eight 

Malta v FYR Macedonia (7.0). 

Yugoslavia v Ireland 

(a Hed Star Starflun. 7 0) . 

European undar-21 championship 
Querying group eight 
Ytigodevlav Ireland 

(a Sarto Stadium, 12.30). 

Qualifying group nfns 
Scotland v Belgium 

{at St Mirren Peak, Paisley). 

Undartzi international mat c h 
Portugal v Wales (m Braganca. 20). 

UNtBONO LEAGUE: Flnt cBvfsiOR: Helper 
Town v Easmood Trwrr. Bradfctd Pk Am v 
SockabfldgePS 

RYMAN LEAGUE: Ftmt CMMoce Brantree 
v Barton ffawrc. Second dhrfrforc Halow v 
Bansleadt Windsor and Eton v Thame Utd. 
THs TIMES PA YOUTH CUP: Rrrt rotoxf 
rsptoy: M anchester Cttv v Chaster Sacond 
round: OanaMg a UM v Swansea: Sate v 
Cttsm 

FOOTBALL LEAGUE YOUTH ALLIANCE: 
Morin Viter C o nfe re nce. Smcfcpart v Rjmtey 
(SB Edgetey Park. 11.01 
AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION: Href 
dMaloa: Brentford v CVdord plQ). Cnariton v 
Boumemoutfi (70): Orfctnsur v Wycombe 
(2A): GHngham v Peterborough e> H. Swin¬ 
don v Brigrmn {7 151. 

POMTBfB LEAGUE: Premier tf M tfcxc Aa 
Ion MBa v Birmingham (70); Iccrtc v Liver¬ 
pool {2.0} FMtHristaKBoUoivFtetVJe 
W Rochdale. 7.0k Mddtobnxjgh v Grimsby 
(at BSnjham SynStowa. 70) Second dM- 
■ ‘ k Kackpaal v Wrarfsm t?41). Umrfn v 
castie; Scarborough v Rotneham [70): 


September but then 1 paired. 
up with Lan Bale, a Sooth Af¬ 
rican player, and we qualified 
for the doubles at the US 
Open and won two rounds. 

“Since then I Ye only played 
doubles and last week Lan 
and I reached the semi-final 
in Santiago. So now I'm tak¬ 
ing doubles really seriously. 

“It doesn't carry the prestige 
of singles but the bottom line 
is you want to pay the bills 
when you have a family and a 
mortgage, if you win a few 
rounds you are in the money." 

Sapsford’s victory over 


TODAY S FIXTURES 


ShnMstxiy v Bradkxti (20) TMrddhMom 
Bwy v Wafcsa (at fladcfcfe Borough, 20): 
ScuVborpe v Hi <7.0): VWgan v Dsringion 
( 20 ) 

SCHWEPPES ESSEX SENIOR LEAGUE: 
Lamia Cups Group match: Bomrs v Huk- 
brtdgeSpom. 

COMPLETE MUSIC HELLENIC LEAGUE: 
Pninfar MMon: Carterton v FMrtad; ETC 
Chefcanhan v Ctnencestar Academy. Hnh- 
worOi v Tufltey; KinCxiy v Bfcoaar; swodon 
Supermanna v Wantaga. 

ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTH LEAGUE: 
Rnt dMakm: Perth v Saahem Red Star. 
WDISTOfaEAO KENT LEAGUE: Proorior 
dhtaton: VCO v Canterbury 
MHaWA SPARTAN SOUTH MIDLANDS 
LEAGUE: Prmdar dhrigkxc Brad* Sparta v 
Harponden: Brook Horn v Ponara Bar Town. 
ENOSLEIOH MIDLAND COMBINATION: 
Plantin' diiMoa: GFT iCavancry) v 
CntashU. Me*r KA v Handrahan Umbers. 
HIGHLAND LEAGU E: Romes v Fort Witem 
JEWSON EASTERN COUNTIES LEAGUE; 
Prantiar rflvMoic FefeEtawa fat and v lp> 

INTERUNK EXPRESS MIDLAND INVITA¬ 
TION Clift Sacond round: Oadby Town v 
Btiaron Comrmrtty CoHego 


Wilkinson on his return to sin¬ 
gles was not that unexpected. 
“I’ve beaten Wilkie the last 
four or five times we Ye met 
and felt I was favourite, which 
might sound a bit stupid 
when you're playing the top 
seed." 

The other shock of the day 
came when Mark Hiltoa 17, 
of Chester, beat Nick Gould, 
the No 5 seed from Bristol 
64, 64. Sam Smith, the top 
seed began the defence of her 
women's singles tide with a 
6-2. 6-2 win over fellow Essex 
player Helen Crook. 


RUGBY UNION 

World CUp 

European qualifying zone 
Pool one 
Georgia v Romania 

(at Lansdawne Road, 7.0}._.. 

Pool tom 


(at Huddersfield. 7.30)-- 

A In te rnation al match 

Wales v Arpanttna (« Pontypridd. 7.15).. 




RUGBY LEAGUE 
in ter na tional match 
Scotland v Ireland 

(at Partck Thistle, 7.30). 

OTHER SPORT 

BASKETBALL: SaNMbwy'e Classic Cola 
NMfanal Cop: QuartaMtaM* Greater Len¬ 
der v Bmtirctitam (7 301. Sheffield v Derby 
(7.45). Manoneser v Thames valley (7 JO). 


/ J * 7 iw r «' ' nlritjrtr 


’ ROtvjrham | 


Answers from page 41 
AUCUBA 

(c) A mosaic disease which attacks the solanaceous plants. “It 
was not possible to distinguish serologically the viruses of tobac¬ 
co mosaic, aucuba mosaic and tomato streak." 

GARROCHA 

{a) A blunt pole used for prodding cattle in the siDy “sport" of bull¬ 
fighting. 

BOMBORA 

(b) A dangerous stretch of water where the waves break over a 
submerged reef of rocks. The Aboriginal word. 

DUBBELTJIE 

(c) One of several South African weeds, especially Tribulus terres- 
tris or Emex Australis. Southern Afrikaans. 

Solution to Winning Move 
I, Rxgfa! Kxgfc2. Qxe6* Qxe6*:3 , Rxe6 checkmate. 


Behind Closed Doors 

BBC2, 730pm 

A series on people who like to keep themselves jo 
themselves opens at a Cistercian Monastery in 
Leicestershire. Mourn Saint Bernard Abbey is 
home to 33 monks who have derided to leave the 
world that most of us inhabit for a life of chastity, 
poverty (though they eat well and have comforta¬ 
ble rooms), study and prayer. Although they are 
not bothered by many of the stresses and trnia- 
tions of the late 20th century , their days are full. 
They are up ai 3.15am and. meals apart, there are 
few spare minutes in a day devoted to the celebra¬ 
tion of God. The vow of silence was dropped some 
years ago but one of the monks claims that their re¬ 
gime has not changed that much sinec ure Middle 
Ages. Critics who see the monastic existence as a 
cop-out receive no answer, nor do we discover how 
this cloistered way of life is paid for. 

Hornbkmer 

/7V. SDOpm 

After a successful launch in September. wrWch 
drew nearly nine million viewers and much critical 
praise, the HomtHower series resumes a month 
earlier than planned. Perhaps the only grumble 
about another polished and intelligent film, which 
scores particularly highly in the visual depart¬ 
ment, is the lack of a unifying plot. With tw o hours 
to fill the episodic structure is sometimes a handi¬ 
cap. though this is not for want of inddenL Scuffles 
with the Spanish, a brush with the plague and a 
seaman who goes off the rails after the death of a 
colleague are among the storylines which keep the 
narrative flowing. The binding theme, meanwhile, 
is the continuing education of our young hero, at¬ 
tractively playea by loan Gruffudd. as he rises, not 
without alarms, up the chain of command 

War and Piste 
BBCl, 10.00pm 

A tnily awful title heralds the BBC's laiest venture 
Into documenrarv soap, a series set in the French 
ski resort of Val d'Isere and featuring the Brits w ho 
work there during the four-month season. With the 
first episode little more than a scene-setter. War 
and Piste gets off to a quiet start bu: things vrill no 



Chalet girls Katrina and Camilla feature 
in War and Piste (BBCl. 10pm) 

doubt liven up once the first guests arrive. Mean¬ 
while. viewers can amuse themselves trying to spot 
the stars which docusoaps unfailingly create, wm 
they come from the ranks of the chalet girls and 
bovTs who have to cook and clean tor just £5p a 
week (though ther skiing is free)? Or what atwwt 
Natasha, w no has been put m charge or the chalet 
staff despite having no management experience. 
Bui the earlv money must be on Fraser and bcott, 
public schoolboys who have driven 700 miles in an 
old Rover hoping for ca s ual work. 

Bob and Margaret 
Channel 4.1030pm 

Welcome back to Bob. the suburban dentist, and 
Margaret, his chiropodist wife, whose creators did 
Britain proud at the 1995 Oscars by winning the 
award for best short animation. Thai l£minure 
comedy by Alison Snowden and David Fine has 
been developed into a series, winch may appropri¬ 
ate traditional sitcom territory but often das so in 
a fresh and funnv way. Episode one sees the nerd- 
ish Bob and Margaret stuck at home with nothing 
to watch on the telly and trying to conjure up a ro¬ 
mantic evening with a pizza and a video. Then the 
neighbours invite them round to bore them with 
their new babv from hell. Snowden herself pro¬ 
vides the voice'of MargareL while listeners to The 
\ews Qirizon Radio 4 will note that Bob sounds ex¬ 
actly like Andy Hamilton. Peter Waymark 


RADIO CHOICE 


Wildbrain 
Radio 4,130pm 

Everything von ahva vs warned id know about wild¬ 
life bui were afraid to ask David Attenborough can 
be dragged out of the hedgerows of knowledge in 
this quiz, back for another series. The idea is to find 
the best naturalist in Britain and contestants are 
drawn from real life rattier than the coterie of 
media professionals. The title the winner sets at 
the end of the series is of course Wildbrain 9S: now- 
mere is something to enliven an otherwise dull 
curriculum vitae. Lionel Kell away chairs the quiz 
and the first programme comes from Trine in 
Hertfordshire.'where the contestants are Richard 
Birch, a field botanist. Geoff Chase, a science 
teacher, and Nigel Snell, a conservation officer 
with English Nature. 


RADIO 1 (BBC) 


&ao&m Zee 3a: 9JXJ £ Ya.r 12J30 ks.-ji Gieemng 
induces 1230pm ‘.ev.^-sa: 200 r.rgrV -a^d-Ce 4J0 Ons 
Mj/fes 5.45 teivsbea: 6.00 -e.p 8.00 The 

Session 10-00 Locate 10.10 Jrr. =eei 1200 Sites 
Peterson 200am Ci.ve '.Va-ren 4.00 Sect: V' s 


.Anna Raeburn 
Talk Radio. 2.00pm 

1 have not yet reached the point where I need an 
agonv aunt but if! did l would turn to Raeburn, 
vvhose two-hour show manages to deal with 
difficult personal issues in a way that is neither 
embarrassing nor sensationalisL Raeburn has the 
key quality of patience but she also has the good 


RADIO 2 (BBC) 


.6.00vn Sarah KemeCy 7 J30 Wane Up :s -.Vegan 9.30 Rtchard 
ASnson 1200 John tnvefcate 200pm EC Sre.van 5.05 
Johnnie Walker 7.00 Nxk Barracirugh. Nev: ac jr.tr,' S.00 tA >s 
Hanfing 9.00 All Srojmg AS a;; N ;<3'6' KLOO 

Ratio 2 Ctesso Asians firrt Lem«s Dkb 1030 Nic*v 
Home 1200 Katrina Laskar.-sn 3.00am Ae« Laswr 


RADIO 5 LIVE (BBC) 


5.00am Morning Repeats 9-00 ttfery Canpbe5 1200 The 
Mdday News with Ame '.Vetstsr 1.00pm Ruscse and Co 
4JW Drive with Peer AUer a r.* Jars Garvey 7410 News bora 
A fufl round-up and the .ran spans tjitei.n of the day. wnh 
David McNeil 7.30 Jahr. in.-erdae’s Fcotdail Night Coverage 
oflhe/iighi'siopmajc*: p^s tre Narrr^i Lc-rrsry Result 10.00 
LrfflsfoMn 114)0 Late NgW Lve 1.00am Lie All Nigtu 


6.30am Jonainan Rcss 9450 Pcss '.Vd.ians 1.00pm Nfck 
Abbot 4.00 Betty Han 7.30 Har>e; Scot: 10.00 Jane/ Lee 
Grace 1.00am James Memo 4J30 Jeremy Clark 


TALK RADIO 


54Xtem Bdl Overton 6.00 The Breakfast Show 9.00 Scott 
Chisholm 1200 Lorraine Kelly 24)0pm Anna Raeburn. See 
Choice 4.00 Peter Deetey"S Dnvelme 6.00 The Sports Zone 
104W James Whale 1200 lan CoTins 


B.00am On Air with Stephanie Hughes, includes Bach 
(Violm Concerto in A BWV1052); Haydn 


(Symphony 


(Violin Concerto in A BVW1052); Haydn 
(Scheizando No 3 in D, H11 35). Weber (Overture: 
Abu Hassan) 

9.00 MastKWXks with Peter Hobday. Rossini 
(Overture: Semiramide): Mozart (Dans un Bois 
Solitaire, K308); Lully (Chaconne. Ads at Gala tee): 
Poulenc (Concerto for two pianos): Charpentier 
(Te deum); Tchaflwvsky (Violin Concerto in D) 
1030 Artist of the Week: Charles Mackerras 
114X1 Sound Stories with Peggy Reynolds 
1200 Composer of the Week: Brahms 
1.00pm The Radio 3 Lunchtime Concert Constantin 
Lifccftitz, piano. Haydn (Sonata in D, H XVI19, 
Divertimento), Ravel (Gaspard de la Nuit): Chopin 
(Mazurka in A minor Ballade No 2 in F. Op 38) 
200 The BBC Orchestras BBC National Orchestra ol 
Wales under Thomas Dausgaard and Tadaak i ' 
Otaka, Aleksander Madzar, piano. Includes 
Smetana (Vltava, Ma Vfast); Brahms (Symphony 
Not inCminor) 

4.00 Choral Evensong Uve from Portsmouth 

Cathedral Organist and master of the choristers 
David Price. Assistant organist David Thome 
54)0 In Time Sean Rafferty talks to the singer Patricia 


5J30am World News 5^3 Shipping Forecast 
5A0 Inshore Forecast 5.45 Prayer for the Day 
5^7 Farming Today Presented by Anna Hill 
64)0 Today with John Humphrys and James Naughtie 
8.35 (LW) Yesterday bi Parliament 
9.00 Midweek Lively chat presented by the Times 
cokimntst Ubby Purves 
9.45 (LW) Dally Service 

9A5 (FMj Serial: Alistair Cooke — A Celebration 

Ian Richardson reads extracts from Alistair Cooke. 
A Life by Nick Darke (3/5) 

10.00 Woman's Horn- with Jenr* Murray and guests 
11.00 Live Luggage Ffy-on-the-walf series about 
anmals and start ai Heathrow Airport 
11.30 Funny Bones Jimmy Tarbuck and Rhona 
Cameron discuss comedy through the 
generations 

1200 (LW) Nears Headlines; Shipping F or ecast 
12.00 (FMj News 12.04pm You and Yours wiih Tnxie 
Rawhnson and firiark Whittaker 
1.00 The World at One With Nick Clarke 
1-30 WRdbrain The first of a new series with Lionel 
Keflaway. See Choice 
24)0 The Archers M 

215 The Wrong Side of the River by Mary Cooper 
and Peler Spaltord. A woman's South Bank past 
comes back lo haunt her and the city exerts its 
pull as she prepares for the Marina Centre's bio 


pull as she prepares lor the Marina Centre's big 
openrog night Starring Geoff Htnsliff, Lesley 
Nichd and Sarah Brigham 
34X> Gardeners' Question Time Bob Rowerdew. 
John Cushnie and Anne Swrthinbank answer 
questions posed by students, parents and start at 
Slaver School. Newton Abbot fr) 

3J0 Revenge! lan Peacock asks whether justice and 
revenge are the same thing 
3.45 Revengel Samuel Lowgood s Revenqe. by Mary 
. E. Braddon. Read by Barbara Flynn £3/4) 


not always the same as their nominal reason for 
calling. Today Raeburn deals with whai happens 
when" a divorced man in his fifties, who has 
already brought up a family, falls in love with a 
woman in her thirties who wants to have children. 
One answer is to turn tail and run but I doubt that 
Raeburn will suggest that Peter Barnard 


BBC WORLD SERVICE 


5.00am Trve World Today 230 Sports International 7.00 News 
7.15 Oft the STtetJ. Hemingway Short Slones 7.30 Meridian Live 
8.00 Mews 8.10 Pause lor Thought 8.15 Waslwav 8J0 
E'.eryvvoman 9.00 News. (948 only) News in German 9.05 
VYorid Busjwss Renon 9.15 The Farming World 9J0 Britan 
Itea 9.45 SpC'fts Rxjnd-Up KLOO Newsdesi. 10J0 One 
Plan9111.00 Newsdesk 11J30 Sports Imematranal 124X84ews 
1205pm woria Business Report 1215 Rnmn Today 1230 
SoundOyie1245 Sports Round-Up 1.00 Newsriour200 News 
205 OuUoo* 2-30 Megamix 200 News. (648 only) News in 
German 34)5 Sports Round-Up 3.15Perio>mance 330 
S-rarjV.oman 4.00 News 4.15 Rom Our On Correspondent 
4.30 Inaghl. (648 onlyl News in German 4.45 Britain Today 
5.00 Europe r.xlay 5.30 WtxU Business Report 5 j*5 Sports 
Round-Up 5.00 Newsdesk 530 The Works. (648 onlyl News n 
German 74X) News Summary 7.01 Outlook 735 Pause For 
Thoughi 7.30 MuWrack. X-Press 200 Newshoir 94)0 News 
9.05 World Business Report 9.15 Britan Today 9J0 On 
Screen 104» Newsdesk 10J0 Insight 1045 Sports 
Round-Up 11.00 News 11.05 Oulkx* 11 JO WjlDtrack' 
X-Press 1200 Newsdesk 1230am From Our Own 
Correspondent 1245 Britan Today 14)0 Newsdesk 1 JO 
Omnibus 24)0 Newsday 230 Meridian Books 34)0 News 3.05 
World Business Report 3.15 Sports Round-Up 330 Bran of 
Briton 4.00 The World Today 


CLASSIC FM 


6.00am Nick Baiev's Easier Breakfast 8.00 Henry Kelly The 
Hall of Fame Hour 1200 Lunchtime Requests Jane Jones 
spins listeners' tavoantes 200pm Concerto. Roserti (Horn 
Conojfia in D minor) 34)0 Jame Cnck. Including Artemoon 
Romance and Continuous Classics 630 Newsntgm. 
He^Cnes. arts news and guests, presented by John Bnunrej 
7.00 Smooth Classes at Seven. John Brunrung introduces 
easy-listening sounds 9.00 Evening Concert. Strauss (Overture 
Die Hedermausi. Sibelius (Rniandia); Bruch Molm Conceno 
No 1 in G minor): Beethoven (Symphony No 7 in A). 
Tchail'dvsfcy (Capncoo Itanen) n.oo Mann al Night 2.00am 
Concerto (r) 3.00 Mark Griffiths 


Rozano about 21 years of the Huddersfield 
Contemporary Music Festival 
730 Performance on 3 (Sounding the Century) Live 
from the Royal Fes rival Hall. Joan Rodgers, 
soprano, BBC National Orchestra of Wales under 
Mark Wiaglesworth. Tipped (The Rose Lake): 
Strauss (Four Last Songs) 830 Book of the Month 
830 Concert, part two. Brahms (Symphony No 4 
in E minor) 

9.35 Postscript Magnum photographers consider their 
achievements in creating portraits ol ceiebnties 
10.00 Ensemble A programme inspired by childhood, 
including a performance of by PhJrppe Graffin, 
violin, and Stephen Coombs, piano 
1Q.45 Night Waves Laura Curmwig reassesses the fife 
and work ot the Itafian painter Caravaggio in the - 
light of two new studies Plus a look ar Ewan 
McGregor as the disruptive student suspended 
tram art school in a new production of Davrd 
HaHiwefl's Little Malcolm and the Battle against the 
Eunuchs 

1130 Jazz Notes Afyn Shipion presents the second of 
JU® f L°f n a concert given in Ednburah by 

Carol Kidd and her band 1 

12.00 Composer ol the Week: Debussy (r) 

1J)Oam Through the Night wilh Donald Madeod 


4.00 Case Nates Graham Easton discovers how the 
. ^ b^ctock affects anlndividuars wellbeing ir) 

5.00 PM with Chns Lowe and Eddie Man 
6.00 She O’clock News 

6.30 Rainer Herseh's All Classical Music Explains 

Tongue-m-cheek guide to music with Richard 
Thomas and Tasmtn Little 

7 -00 The Archers 

I'll SSfLS?* ^ Lawson 

7-^5 Still Waters Ann Mane Di Mambro's story about 
B M vypSi lo find rtw missing husband (r) 

fl - 00 2? Ponders eth.cal 

5 news wWi Janet Daley. 

no. 

o ? rescue rtveaiened speoes 

9.30 Midweek (r) 

10M U,SlJS P fesent ^ 

io.45 Book at Bedtime. Le Grand Meaulnes Phtej 

Franks reads part eight ol Alan-Ss^ 

11 00 Lata a , ^ l ^ cenl "^ism fr) 

i, -» we,( 

11^0 in « 

12.00 

William Hootttns reads^rt?^ ^ 
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Behind the posturing, everyday life for Iraqis 

A in^iSomcJ r ^(Sd l i J n n | Sc sot for Kifah^hf 1 kJh ^ 56 wilh “S? 1 * 1 1 • ' wi^i/rrinz The Iraqi people are as much sales service received by buyers of bacon-eaters that the box foi 

hurry might eSilv thin® E ®2L" ^i^*..^L bet,er . th 5y filmed him as he went about ■ ; -REVIEW ' canoon charaaers » us as we his “executive homes" in the half- Grar* Nuts TFtor brain and nervi 


A war correspondent rushing 
in and out of Baghdad in a 
hurry might easily think 
that Kifah and Alla, two of the 

many Government-appointed 

minders that Saddam Hussein 
likes to damp on to visiting 
journalists, were a couple of new 
characters from 77ie Fast Show. 
Alia, an effeminate man with “aii 
eye for the ladies” and a stomach 
for ice- cream, minced about like 
the maftre d' of a Home Counties 
restaurant that has ideas above its 
station. Kifah’s first passionate 
; words to us were: "Liverpool is my 
best dub. I cant forger Sieve 
Heighway. or Ray Kennedy, or 
Ray Dements, or Hughes. If 
England played with Iraq I’d 
support England. 1 like them too 
much, believe me. I can’t forget 
Bobby Moore. I can't forget him. 
What a person! He’s like a super¬ 
star! Like movie superstar!" And 
he’s mad on Kevin Keegan, too. 
But then things started going 




badly for Kifah. And the worse 
things got for Kifah. the better they 
got for Sean McAllister and the 
film he was making for Modem 
Times (BBC2). McAllister had 
come to Baghdad, like scores of 
other journalists and cameramen, 
to make a film of the impending 
war. When Saddam blinked (this 
was the last time he blinked). 
McAllister hung around and end¬ 
ed up with a film more revealing 
than the one he might have ended 
up with had the war arrived. 

No war means no foreign jour¬ 
nalists to escort to ca refully orches¬ 
trated scenes of wounded civilians 
So Kifah — who had been taken on 
temporarily to cover the crisis — 
was jobless again. Kifah used to 
teach English, but had been out of 
work for three years. In the week 
tefore his sacking he had made 
$120 in rips from foreign journal¬ 
ists — more than he had earned in 
the eight years since UN sanctions 
were imposed against Iraq. Smart¬ 


ly, McAllister stuck with Kifah, 
and filmed him as he went about 
his daily routine. 

I t was a glimpse into life in 
Baghdad you don't sec in those 
90-second news dips from 
journalists who are speaking excit¬ 
edly to camouflage the fact that 
their entire knowledge of the days 
battle movements comes from a 
briefing by an American press 
attach^ delivered in an hotel room 
200 miles from the war zone. 

Away from the ululating Iraqi 
women demonstrating for the 
cameras against the UN sanctions. 
Kifah beckoned McAllister into his 
private world. He lives with his 
mother in a down-at-heel house, 
where all the furniture has been 
sold over the years to buy food. His 
bedroom walls bear the marks 
where photographs of Peter 
Shilton and Archie Gemmill and 
Kevin Keegan once were. 

He feels he has little to live for. 



Joe 

Joseph 


and has little to show for the life he 
has lived. All his young man's 
dreams have become middle-aged 
pipedreams. He has no wife, no 
house of his own, no car. Not even 
a watch: he sold it, also for food.- 
Kifah was honest and open, but 
not so honest and open as to blame 
anybody for his plight, although 
you sensed that if it came to 
pointing fingers, his would be 
aimed at his own Government. 


The Iraqi people are as much 
canoon characters to us as we 
Westerners are to them — both 
demonised as evil zealots by our 
respective media. McAllister may 
not come across as the most 
sensitive interviewer, but his inti¬ 
mate and moving film reminded 
you that the world is (mostly) full 
of sane, decent people, struggling 
to make ends meet and to make 
sense of life: it’s the leaders, such 
as Saddam, who are mad. 

It’s not just the rulers of coun¬ 
tries who don't know how people 
live. Company bosses can be just 
as blinkered. Bade to the Floor 
(BBC2) is a simple idea, wonder¬ 
fully executed, it persuades big 
cheeses to see what life is like at the 
coalface, which they last saw may¬ 
be 30 years previously. Last night 
Tony Pidgley, multimillionaire 
boss of Berkeley Homes, returned 
to a building site and was appalled 
at the working conditions of his 
staff and at the shameful after¬ 


sales service received by buyers of 
his “executive homes" in the half- 
completed Hamods Village. 


W e can never know how 
much of the bosses’ head¬ 
shaking outrage is man¬ 
ufactured for the camera (would 
somebody taking this project seri¬ 
ously arrive on site, as Pidgley did. 
dressed in a business suit in his 
chauffeur-driven aubergine Bent¬ 
ley?), but it is breathtaking to see 
how many companies don’t bother 
to find out how angry their 
customers or their staff are until 
the television cameras or the 
bankruptcy bailiffs come knocking 
at their door. 

. The first in a series about 
Wrappers (BBC2) took a nostalgic 
look at cereal boxes, which flooded 
into Britain after the war from 
America, where they had been 
invented for invalids by doctors 
working in sanatoriums. It was 
such a novel concept for egg-and- 


bacon-earers that the box for 
Grape Nuts f*FQr brain and nerve 
control"} carried the warning: “Do 
Not Try To Cook This Food-. 

First over the drawbridge was 
Force, which was not only die first 
ready-to-eat cereal, but also the 
pioneer of the practice of saving 
coupons from packet tops which 
could be later exchanged for a set 
of tumblers, so garish that you’d be 
embarrassed to use them even for 
target practice on a rifle range. 
Brian Finken, the UK managing 
director of Force between 1952 and 
1985. recalled that “It was a great 
marketing struggle to begin with 
to get people educated to know’ 
how to use it" which might ex¬ 
plain why breakfast cereals — ad¬ 
vertised not only as healthy but as 
aids to digestion — were so slow to 
take off in France. The French 
must have assumed — as with 
other trusted health treatments — 
that Force flakes were a novel 
American form of suppository. 
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&OOam Business Breakfast [60895) 

7JJO BBC Breakfast News ( I) (30079) 

9lOO KUroy (T) (8583383) 

SXO Style Challenge (9326234) 

10.05 City Hospital 19460147 } 

10.55 News (T) and weather (9213031) 

11.00 Real Rooms (9230708) 

11.25 Can’t Cook, Won't Cook (T) (9233895) 

11.55 News (T) and weather (5367550) 

12.00 Pass the Buck (4861505) 12L25pm 

Going for a Song (4840012) 1U0 The 
Weather Show <T) (82211924) 

1-00 News (T) and weather (33166) > 

1.30 Regional News (7) (73293166) 

1 AO Neighbours (Tj (67805383) 

2.05 Ironside (i) (9065673) Z55 Wipeout 
(2265166) 

3J25 Ptaydays (r) (6914050) 345 Bananaman 
« (T) (8416692) 3.50 Chucfc/eViSion (r) 
(2352321) 4.10 Get Your Own Back (T) 
(9127234) 4J5 The Queen's Nose. New 
series (T) (7797963) 5.00 News round (T) 
(4428673) 5.10 Blue Peter (T) (5733470) 
5.35 Neighbours (r) (T) 

6.00 Six O'clock News (T) and weather (383) 
&30 Regional News (T) (963) 

7.00 A Question of Sport With Everton’s new 
signing John Collins. Wigan winger 
Martin Offiah, cricketer Mark Butcher and 
athlete KeUy Holmes (T) (1499) 

7.30 Tomorrow’s World Are the fittest 
astronauts necessarily the best? (T) (147) 

B .00 The Life ol Birds: Fishing for Life Sk 
David Attenborough examines the lives of 
seabirds (T) (664383) 

8^0 The National Lottery: Amazing Luck 
Stories (T) (517100) 

9.00 News (1) and weather (9876) 

9.29 National Lottery Update (T) (287012) 

9.30 QED: Secrets of the Cloud People 
Does a difttop tomb in Amazonia 
containing 200 preserved mummies hold 
the secrets of an andent South American 
civilisation? (T) (49654) 

1 0.00 ESjlgag War and Piste New six-part 
senes following the fortunes ot 
a group of young Brits who spend their 
winter working in Val D’lsere, France 
(34234) WALES: 10.00 The Silver 
Screen. Profile of Stanley Baker (888383) 
10.40 Know Your Poison (338673) 1035 
War and Piste (283383) 11 25 The Best of 
British (654708) 12.1 Oam FILM Carry On 
Camping (4872451) 135 FILM: Percy's 
Progress (322971) 3.10 News 

(23935857) 3.15 BBC News 24 
10.30 The Best ot British Profile of Cliff 
Richard. With anecdotes from Hank 
Marvin. Tim Rice and Olivia Newton-John 
(T) (215673) 

11.15 Carry On Camping (1969) Randy Sid 
□jm James and his crony Bernard Bresslaw 
Blialll plan to lure their unsuspecting girlfriends 
to a nudist camp. Directed by Gerald 
Thomas (T) (442895) 

12.40am Percy's Progress (1974) Adult 
dmi comedv sequel following Leigh Lawson's 
Dalflll escapades after his revolutionary trans¬ 
plant operation. Directed by Ralph 
Thomas (T) (586161) 

2.15 Weather (6578258) 

220 BBC News 24 


VIDEO Pfus+ and VIDEO PHis+ codes 

The numbers after each programme aref« vptO 
plus-*- programming Just enter the veto Pluw- 
numbertsHor the relevant programme^) min your 
video recorder far easy taping. 

For more details tall VIDEO Hus+ on 0640 750710 
Cafts charged at 25p per minute at art times 
VIDEO HUM#. U BlacUands Trc. London. SW3 2SP 
VIDEO P1us+e s a registered trademark of Gemstar 
Development Corporate*]. O IMS 


6.10am Duccio: The RuceUal Madonna 
(3090470) 6.35 Cauqht in Time? 
(9892673) 

7.00 King GreenTHigers 7.05 Teletubbtes 
7.30 Tom and Jerry Kids 7JSS To Me, To 
You BL20 Robinson Sucroe 8.45 Juniper 
Jungle £L55 King Greenfingets 9.00 
Space Ark (r) (7458012) 9.10 What? 
Where? When? Why? (7478876) 9J2S 
Focus: Substance Misuse (T) (5866437) 
9.45 Words and Pictures ( 8498760 ) 
10.00 Teietubbies (r) 10.30 Numbertime 
(3036586) 10.45 Cats' Eyes (3024741) 
11.00 Around Scotland (9732128) 11.20 
Geography Programme (T) (4104031) 
11.40 Science In Action (T> (7094692) 
1200 Teaching Today (31147) 

12.30pm Working Lunch (50760) 

1.00 Juniper Jungle (r) (98116321) 1.10 
Sophie Grigson's Herbs (43023321) 1.15 
The History Hour: St Andrews, and the 
first off-the-peg fashions (r) (797321) 
2.15 Match of Their Day: Emtyn Hughes 
(70759789) 2X0 News 2X5 Westminster 
(T) (2637128) 3.55 News (T) 

4.00 Change That (r) (T) (3554296) 4.25 
Ready. Steady, Cook (T) (3557383) <LS 
Esther: Birth Begins at 40 (r) (T) 
(5322857) 5-30 Celebrity Today's the Day 
with guests Gloria Hunnitord and Tom 
O'Connor (T) (352) 

6.00 Star Trek: The Next Generation (r) (T) 

(646302) 

6.45 Sliders (T) (234876) 





A look at the life of a community 
of Cistercian monks (7.30pm) 

7.30 Fmggttft] Behind Closed Doors: A 

God Shaped Space An 

intimate portrait of the monks of Mount 
Saint Bernard Abbey, Leicestershire, 
which is celebrating its 900th anniversary 
01(769) 

8.00 Looking Good (1/5) Compilation of the 
beauty and fashion series (87B9) 

&30 Home Front New 12-part series of the 
home decorating magazine. 

Revamping a tired kitchen; textured wall 
finishes; and the Dean family prepare to 
renovate their derelict Victorian house in 
North London (T) (7296) 

9.00 Nurse John Denton has his first 
experience of a birth; Jo Banks comes to 
terms with patients suffering chronic 
dementia (736895) 

9.50 Trade Secrets: Builders (828418) 

10.00 In Stitches Comic doctor-patient 
encounters [32876] 

10.30 NewsnigM (T) (213215) 11.15 Brothers 
and Sisters (907302) 11.55 Weather 
(557166) 12.00 Despatch Box (22890) 

12.30am Learning Zone: The Growing Child 
(51780) 1.00 Who Calls the Shots? 
(33513) 1.30 Windows on the Mind 
(51451) 2.00 Technology (83242) 4.00 
Deutsch (90722) 5.00 RCN Nursing 
Update (2900567) 5X5 OU: Flowering 
(86180) 


6.00am GMTV (9930895) 

9.25 Trisha (T) (5925352) 

10.15 This Morning The guests are the 
comedian Frank Skinner and the soprano 
Lesley Garrett (T) (660296) 

12.15pm HTV News and weather (3662499) 
12JJ0 News (T) and weather (54586) 

1.00 Shorttand Street (28234) 1.30 Home 
and Away (T) (53857) 2.00 The Jeny 
Springer Show (T) (5847091) 2X0 Dale's 

Supermarket Sweep (T) (2254050) 

3.10 News (7779234) 

3.15 Regional News and weather (7778505) 
&20WIzadora (r) (7759470) 330 The Slow 
Norris (7140654) 3X5 The Animal Shelf 
(7178437) 4M Rupert (r) (3574050) 425 
The Rotten trolls (T) (4680166) 4.40 Mad 
for It (9082321) 

5.10 WALES: Primetime Diary (4654876) 
5.10 Wildlife Rescue (4654876) 

5.40 News (T) and weather (699166) 

6.00 Home and Away (r) (T) (482055) 

6^5 WALES: Wales Tonight (980383) 

6£5 HTV Weather (693383) 

6.30 The West Tonight (401) 

7.00 Emmerdafe Steve vows revenge 
vengeance on Kim (T) (9895) 

7.30 Coronation Street Des battles back 
from the brink (I) (215) 



loan Gruffudd returns as the maritime 
hero, Horatio Hombkwver ( 8 pm) 

8.00 rfregg ie g Hombkmer: The 

Examination for Lieutenant 

Promoted to acting lieutenant, 

Homblower s forced to question his 
readinesss for leadership (T) (4437) 
10.00 News (T) and weather (29302) 

10.30 Regional News (343505) 

10.40 CUve Junes on TV Clive James 
reminisces about the time when beauty 
contests were a major event in television 
schedules and looks at the gkxy days of 
the Miss World contest (212895) 

11.10 The Big Match Highlights of England's 
friendly international match against the 
Czech Republic (474499) 

12.10am State of Grace (1991) Gangster 

S thriller with Sean Penn. Ed Harris and 
Gary Oldman. An undercover cop 
infiltrates a syndicate run by an old school 
friend and finds that the gang Is being 
squeezed by both the police and the 
Mafia. Directed by Phil Joanou 
(64108364) 

2^5 The Hopeful Traveller David Bean 
continues his waJk through Cumbria, 
heading west from Skinbumesa 
(4939432) 

3.00 Trisha (r) (T) (3820242) 

3X0 Cybernet (21972242) 

4.10 Stash (92706109) 

420 TTV NigMscreen (3946068) 

5.30 News (27345) 


CENTRAL 


As HTV West except: 

1.00pm Echo Point (28234) 

1.30 The Jerry Springer Show (9769654) 
5.10-5X0 Shorttand Street (4654876) 
6-25-7.00 Central News (980383) 

XOOam Trisha (3820242) 

3X0 Cybernet (21972242) 

4.10 Central Jobflnder ’98 (3940884) 
520 Aston Eye (3683600) 


As HTV West excepL 

12.15pm-1230 Westcountry News 

(3662499) 

1.00 Emmerdale (28234) 

1.30 The Jeny Springer Show (9769654) 
5.08 Birthday People (9277673) 

5.10-5X0 Home and Away (4654876) 
6.00-7.00 Westcountry Live (62505) 


As HTV West except 

12.15-12J0 Meridian News and Weather 

(3662499) 

5.10-5X0 Home and Away (4654876) 

6.00 Meridian Tonight (609) 

6.30-7.00 Holiday Park (401) 

ILOOam Free scroo n (91093) 


As HTV West except: 

12.19pm Anglia Air Watch (9911895) 
1.00-1.30 Split Second (28234) 
5.10-5X0 Shorttand Street (4654876) 
623 Anglia Weather (694012) 
645-7.00 Anglia News (980383) 
1049 Angfia Air Watch (503857) 


Starts: 7.00am The Big Breakfast (23789) 
940 Book BOX (46079) 

940 Rat-A-Tat-Tat (8495673) 

9X5 Book Box (8490128) 

10.00 Stage Two Science (3032128) 

10.15 All About Us (6691596) 

10-50 Stop, Look, Listen (9875586) 

11.15 Inside Art (4118234) 

1140 Powerhouse (3079) 

12.00pm Judge Jo Brown (26215) 

1240 Sesame Street (5212B) - 

1.00 Planed Plant (98192741) 

1.15 Lteabeth (98197296) 

1-30 The Three Stooges (43041470) 

140 FILM: At the Earth's Core (94524012) 
340 Collectors’ Lot (437) 

4.00 FHteen-to-One (944) 

440 Rldd Lake (128) 

5.00 Planed Plant (6645673) 

5.15 Flea 14430418) 

540 Countdown (708) 

640 Newyddlon 6 (347682) 

6.05 Heno (654321) 

645 Pobol y Cwm (584296) 

740 Y Clwb Rygbi (61526166) 

9.15 Newyddlon (603091) 

940 Drop the Dead Donkey (65692) 

1040 Brooksido (162857) 

1045 Ally McBeai 1265055) 

1140 is It Legal? (77012) 

1240am Under the Moon (8629258) 

440 Dtwedd (8033797) 

545 Sesame Street (3057451) 


CHANNEL#.-^'-‘CHANNELS#: 


6.00am Sesame Street 
740 The Big Breakfast (23789) 

9.00 Schools: Book Box: Blabbermouth 
and Sticky Beak (T) (46079) 940 Rat-A- 
Tat-Tat (8495673) 9X5 Book Box 
Blabbermouth and Sticky Beak 
(8490128) 1040 Stage Two Science. 
Habitats (3032128) 10.15 All About Us 
(3055079) 1040 Top! En Francais 
(9864470) 1040 Stop, Look. Listen: The 
Arts Carl (6447437) 11.00 First Edition V 
(4195383) 11.15 Inside Art (4118234) 
1140 Powerhouse (T) (3079) 

1240 Sesame Street (28215) 

1240pm I Dream of Jearmie (T) (52128) 

140 Judge Jo Brown (T) (26876) 

140 Uttie Bird (59371895) 

145 Count Your Blessings (1959) Wartime 

n drama with R ossa no Brazzi as a devil- 
may-care Frenchman and Deborah Kerr 
as his long-suffering home-building wife. 
Maurice Chevalier is their guardian angel. 
Jean Neguiesco directs (T) (62038383] 
340 Collectors' Lot (T) 4.00 Fifteervro-One 
(T) (944) 440 Countdown (T) (7781302) 
445 FScki Lake: Mothers who insist they 
know whafs best for their children (0 
(5317925) 

540 Pet Rescue Roadshow (T) (70S) 

640 Late Lunch with Mel and Sue with 
guests Bjork,. Vic Reeves and Bob 
Mortimer (60147) 

740 Channel 4 News (T) (574031) 

745Talking Heads (3/4) A head teacher talcs 
about his work (T) (238596) 

8.00 B rooks ide Tim saves the day in a fire (T) 
(3857) 

840The Beal Hoflday Show presented by 
Davfoa McCall. Three Rochdale 
pensioners on a holiday Of a lifetime in 
Barbados. Plus, a divorcee visits Poland 
and a family on a British boating trip 
record, their vacation on video (T) (5692) 
9.00Drop the. -Dead - Donkey .George 
oijg|B 0 (Pf^ his fear of flying (2586) 

940 Is It Legal?-Colin's home-made biscuits 
have a remarkable effect on Alison (T) 
(B5692) 

1040 Rising Damp FUgsby is alarmed by his 
new tenant (r) (T) (27944) 



animation from AUson 
David Rne (10.30pm) 


1040^83^^ Bob and Margaret The 

Oscar-winning animation, a 
sort of cartoon Terry and June. The 
• couple are at a loose end when the TV 
goes on the blink (T) (36692) 

11.00 Whose Una is K Anyway? with Greg 
Proops, Colin Mochrie, Ryan Siites and. 
making his debut Phil Lamar (T) (7031) 
1140 Comedy Lab Comedy showcase 
(77012) 

1240am Under the Moon Includes 245 
Football Italia 4.00 High 5 445 Kabaddi 
540 Trans World Sport (6401B84) 


CHANNEL 5 ON SATELLITE 
Channel 5 is now broadcasting on 
transponder No 63 on the Astra Satellite. 
Viewers with a Videocrypt decoder will 
be able to receive the channel free of 
charge. Frequencies for transponder No 
63 are picture: 10.92075 Ghfa; sound: 
7.02 and 740 MHz 

640am 5 News and Sport (2733760) 7.00 
WideWorid (r) (T) (6406437) 740 
MNkshakel (7777339) 

745 Wimzie's House (r) ( 1910673 ) 840 
Havakazoo (r) (2803215) 840 
Dappledown Farm (2802586) 

9.00 House Busters (r) (T) (7722654) 945 
Russell Grant's Postcards. Llandudno (r) 
(4578050) 940 The Oprah Win trey Show 
(8050483) 1040 Sunset Beach (T) 
(2343079) 11.10 Leeza (r) (9358944) 
1240 5 News at Noon (T) (2806302) 1240pm 
Family Affairs (r) (T) (7737470) 140 The 
Bold and the Beautiful (T) (6405708) 140 
Sons and Daughters (7736741) 2.00 100 
Per Cent Gold (5051654) 240 Good 
Afternoon (6473437) 

340 Aloha Means Goodbye (1974) with Sally 

n Strothers and James Frandacus. A 
young woman with a rare blood disorder 
suspects her doctor of foul play when her 
health rapidly worsens after he performs 
a series of experimental tests. David 
Lowdl Rich directs (4274031) 

5.10 The Rosearme Show (5777483) 640 
100 Per Cent (5566418) 640 Family 
Affairs (T) (5540470) 

740 5 News (T) (5055470) 



AO Saints perform their new single 
five In the studio (740pm) 

740 The Pepsi Chart Including 

performances by All Saints, Five and 
Steps (5546654) 

840 The Car Show (5071418) 

840 bi the Dark Game show hosted by Junior 
Simpson (T) (5050925) 

940 The Silencers (1990) Futuristic thriller 

n witti Jack Scalia and Dennis Christopher 
and Carlos Lauchu. A special agent's 
investigation into an attack on secret 
cryogene transport links the men 
responsible with an alien race intending 
to invade. Directed by Richard Pepm (T) 
(81214673) 

1045 MeMnda’s Big Night In Melinda's guests 
include Spice Girt Emma Bunt on, 
comedian Jeff Green, soul singer Lynden 
David Hall and actor Ben HuB (8232654) 
1145 Compromising Situations A self- 
conscious man strikes up a romance on 
the Internet (6238334) 

12.10am NHL: American Ice Hockey 
Edmonton v Montreal (49753600) 

4X0 Club Class fo (92989364) 5.05 Move on 
Up (4795118Q) 

540100 Per Cent (r) (1636242) 
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• For further listings see 

Saturday’s Vision 

SKY 1 _ 

7.00am The S*r<xonsJ7 44371 7 JO The 
Chris Evens BraaWast Stow 
Hortvwood Squares (620311 9.00 Godlyi 
$STo.MSaV Jessy Raphael(591^ 
-n.00 Oprah (62692) 1240 Cta® 

Evans Braatdasl Show Ug7 0E54 ) 12J5p«n 
Special K GoSeciion (384306731 
dOur Uvea (953241B) i.SS SpacW K 
CoDecIion «B70M3^|Mij* *** 
Raphael (8128079) 255 S pecia l 
ren 148681661800 Jenny 
3^5 special K Coflertlon 4.00 

Gutty' (19063) 5.00 Siai Treh. 

Mnn r<S42i B4MJ htoned wMi Cn«ien 
Fiteixh (BIS M» 
Simpsons (1031) 7J0 F^JVp4»l R« 
Siamaie SG-1 (38586) 
iJ1050i 10JJ0 Millennium (514371 114® 
Fnemls (106921 11-30 Star T| gk 
Space tin (303021 12 J 0 MB HW0«* 
1 JO Long Ray (4117797) 

SKY BOX OFFICE _ 

To vuw any KHi telephone CSSO 80®88 
SKV BOA OFFICE 1 (Transponder 2o1 
Face/OW (1997) 

SKY BOX OFFICE 2 (Trans ponder 60) 
GIJanof1907) 

S>X BOX OFFICE 3 (Transponder 59) 

ggpn (1907) 

FILMFOUR - 

11975) (30134437) 10AO 

SS (1990) (67970780) IWOwnMW 

(19941 (9361436i2.10LOU" 
RoDHwl ( 1998 ) (8473277) 130 An»d 
(1882) (2155839) 

SKY MOV1EMAX — - 

taw "» 3" Qaw.isg.gi8j; 
Inun! (1993) (23895) 9-30 Tti» 
ggsj shot (1989) (69963) Tf 

fe.SJE.JS3,® 


1.10am AdrenaBru Fear the Hush (1996) 
(4764971) 220 Daddy's Dyta’. Who's Got 

me war? (imo) (loseoss) 120 Phoenh 

II (1996) (73618068) 

SKY PREMIER _ 

fiJXiam The Apocalypse WaW> (l«te) 
(578321) 8J0 A Change ol Heart (1997) 
(28128) 10J30 A Kid In Kbifl ArttlUf*S 
cowl (1995) (14586) 12.00 The Apoca- 
lypsa Watch (1995) (283741) 2 20pm 
Abraham (1990) 1138571 «0 A Change 
ol Heart (1997) p«12) ^ 

King Arthur’s Court (1905) (16586) 7.30 
Barry Norman's FBm Night (8«n MO 
Gargantua (1999) (25012) 10-0011* 
Long Kiss Goodnight (1996) (22437) 
IZflO Mistrial (1996) 1775451) 1.35am 
Avenging Angel (1995) (233303) 3.15 
oCTawOentiy (1996) (25639451) 

SKY CINEMA _ 

4.00pm BachaTor Kni ght jJfJT) 
115617411 RUOTheGraalDtCtaW (1949) 
(83827081 930 The Magrrtfl«nl 

Ambersons (1942) fB3W92q 1M0 Fte 
za gjiitn (1971) (4237to4) iaoo worn 

toon TW Three (1870) (W4£^i)1^0M 

Chel (1969) (45235131 320 Sennl Daytf 
Leave (1942) (236SS161) 4JS0 Tenor by 
Night (1946X8376132) 

TNT ___ 

aoopm HoI1ywoodGi^^«^ 
(Cl 196079) 10-00 The TMn Mw C1W4> 
(95479166) 11-45 The Ywefc" *** 
(1967) (53547012) 1 - ao "> “JCi? 
Vr^M Are (1965) (48391703.1 330 The 
Mask Of Fu BUinehe (1832) (60839242] 

SKY SPORTS 1 - 

7.00em Spans Cemre 7.15 
ere Fodbafi Show 8.15 
FtoflMewsWttOoH-GrmflSaiJiolgJ 
1 . 00 pm Amman BiwiQ' 

3 J 0 vMten 3J0 inside 

4^0 The FoMtiarters' F*3C«t>all Show MB 

UrtMftwBble Spons B.0O 

BJO PM World Mosiers 730 isOrt 

Son of GoH 1C00 Sports 

Pool- wwU Masiera 11l1 5. 

World 12-15OT Spons Oteto 
Fooioali England vCzecnR^* MO 
ped x3fl Sports Centre 3-45 l -“ K£ 

SKY SPORTS 2 - - 

7Daani 7JO Sports Corti|7A5 


Footbsl Show 11.00 rnsde Seonish Rxd- 
ball 12A0 Aerobes i2L30pm Intematonal 
Football ZOO Equestrianism 400 World 
Cep ol GoH 500 Fasrrax 530 Beach 
VoueyteX GOO iruomaaonal Cricket 700 
Uve ttemaflonal Foomal 1030 mtemo- 
iional Ockei 1130 Unbelievable Sports 
1200 Live US GoJl. Grand Siam ol Go* 
4.00am World Cup ot GoH 

SKY SPORTS 3 _ 

1200 Sports Unlentad 1.00pm Ffeh TV 
200 Second tnrtngs 230 Boong 
S^tefcoits 330 Sports unirwed 430 
Drag Racing 530 waersports World 630 
World Wmdswfing 700 fish T V 8.00 
htemaicrval CncXa 900 Equestrianism 
1000 Olympics GoUen Momants 1030 
Best ol All Tbtw- Scottish X11130 Close 

EUROSPORT _ 

730am EurogoSs 900 TrwHon 930 
IrwyCar Review 11.00 SaiSng 1130 ATP 
Tour Review 1200 GO!' PiBB D'B Euro- 
pe«iC*jp 1.00pm Showtunpng. FS World 
Cup Serwa 200 Tennis. Chase CTfimpcm- 
530 Speedwxtt 700 Fomtita 4x4 
OH-Road 730 Sumo- Grand Tounamenl 
930 World Ten-Pm Team Cup 930 Euro 
2000 QuaWyng 1030 Tenrts- Cnase 
Ownpronsh^K—Live 1200 Spe«*«rld 
1230am Oc*» 

UK GOLD __ 

7O0am Crossroads 730 Naghoours 735 
EaaEndas B30 The BI 900 The BS 930 
Bergerac 1030 Angets 11.00 Dallas 1135 
Neighoours 1225pcn EafitEnderc 100 
jutka Bravo 200 Dates 255 The Oil 225 
The Bi 255 Bergerac 435 EastEndad 
530 Angeis 200 Due Soutfi 700 Way ro 
December 7.40 n Am'1 Hall Hot, Mum 830 
Dad's Army 900 One Foot m The Grave 
gjO Hsffnoh Macoeih 1035 French end 
Saunders 1135 The B» 113S The Bd 
12 W»»m The Ctwf tat Between the Lines 
215 Take 0 Leoer, Mister Jones 245 
Shoppy With ScffitaishQP 

GRANADA PLUS __ 

200am The Bar 700 Doctor in the House 
730 The Ferri Strea Gang BOO Surgeai 
Spire 830 A Rne ftomance 900 Corora- 
Lon Si 930 Emmenialfl Farm 1000 
TWm^methmg 1100 Five 01200 

Coronal<on Si 1 230pm Emmerdale Farm 
130 me P^el F4« l- 30 
flurrvsomein'ng 200 Tne Relur m Shef- 
S* hS 4.00 The Proiesslonato SOO 




Nicolas Cage and John Travolta trade more than 
JohnWotrs tense action thrffler Face/Off(Stoj l 


Hawal five 0 SOO Emmerdale Farm 630 
Coronation Si 700 Maun Impose*))* 
800 The Professionals 900 Coronaaon Si 
930 Ss (OS 1000 Jokers WDd 1030 
Hogan's Hhobb HOP Men aid Motors 
CARLTON SELECT ICABLE1 

500pm Whfll'S Cooking? 530 Grirteck 

BOO London SndgB630PJHheOrhar One 

700 Boon 800 An hspadd Cate 230 
Artery's Scotland 900 Shne On. Harvey 
Moon moo Sower, Sokter HOD Gel 
Back 1130 My Two Wive* 1200 Pti the 
Othw One 1230em GrWock 100 Close 

DISNEY CHANNEL _ 

6O0am Bear in the Bg Bkie House 830 
Gumrrt Beam TOO AJadtfci TJSi 101 
Dalmattana 800 Gool Troop 830 Tmon 
and Pumoea 245 Wlme the Pooh 900 
The Adwrtures at Spot 905 Animal She* 
9.15 Pocket Dragons 930 Bear In the Big 
Blue House 955 The Toothbrush Ferrary 
1000 Ole Size 10.18 Tors TV 1030 Let's 
Wiqrtei 1035 The Big Garage 1030 PB 
and J Oner 110O Sesame Snea 1200The 
Advemutes or Spa 1205pm Animal Sheri 
1219 Pocket Dragons 1230 Beer In the 
Big Bus House 1255 The TootntriEh 


Fgmiy 100 Brie See 1.15 Tote TV 130 
Lars wiggisi 135 The Big Garage 150 PB 
and J Otter 230 Winnie the Pooh 230 
Quack Pack 200 The UWe Meimaid 330 
Tnxxt and PifnbaaSjeAlaikfln 4.10101 
Dalmatians 450 Art Attack 5.00 Smart Guy. 
535 Mekey Mouse 530 Mcrosoep 535 
Recea 200 The WondBr.Years 630 Boy 
Meets world 730 Pepper Am 7.15 
Brotherly Love 7.45 Mrcrosoap 830 HLII; 
Tha Brava Uttte Tbaster to the Ramie 
930 Mlcroaoap 1030 Close 

FOX KIDS NETWORK 

650am ftwer Rangara Turbo 830 Rorrar 
Rangers Turbo 730 Martel Konteri 730 
Doriey Kong Country 530 Goaesbunpe 
830 Beefletxxfls Mere** 930 Masted 
FWer 930 The InoraSte Hoik HUB ten 
Men 1030 X-Men 1130 Spidemtan 1130 
Ule with Louie 1200Ace Vtetura 1230pm 
Casper 1249 Tocraytonta 130 Sam and 
Mn 1.15 Home to Rant 130 The incradSte 
Hulk 230 ten Men 230 X-Men 330 
Spkfenran 330 Roy and Lea's &g Ffide 
335 Mortal Kombei 430 Ace Ventura 530 
Goosabumps 530 Eerie. Indiana The 
Otfra Dimension BJ® Dcrtey Kona Coun¬ 
try 630 Mou^i 750 Ocss 


NICKELODEON _ 

5.00am Frag^e Rock B30 Muppei Babfee 
7.00 Hey Amokfl 730 Rugraas 830 Doug 
830 Arthu 200 case IOlOO Wimzie's 
House 1030 Babar 1130 The Magic 
School Bus 1130 PB Bear etc 1200 
Rugrats 1230pm Blue's Chios 130 Ba¬ 
nanas in Pyjamas 130 LUle Beai Slones 
230 Rocky and the DockxVBagpuss/Mr 
Men 230 CBBC 3.00 C 8 BC 330 Angiy 
Beavers 430 CeWog 430 ftjgrats S30 
Steer Sister 530 Kenan and Kel 200 
Sabrte the Teenage Witch 830 Moeeha 
730 Close 

TROUBLE __ 

730am CaBcma Dreerne 730 Hang Tteo 
830 Saved by the Bd: The New Class B30 
USA Hfoh 930 Heartbreak High 1030 
Sweet 1030 HoHyo&te 1130 Sweet Vatey 
Fflgh 1130 USA Hgh 1200 Fteady or Ncri 
1230pra Sweat 130 Heartbreek Ugh 200 
Hofyceks 230 CaHomra Oreems 330 
Ready or Not 330 USA Ht^i 430 The 
Fresh Pnnce ot Bel-Air 430 In the House 
630 Sweet Vfifley Fflgh 530 Hang Time 
B30 Saved by iha Befl: The New Otes 630 
Blast 7.00 In the House 730 Die Fresh 
Prince erf BeFAIr 

CHALLENGE TV _ 

330pm Cmsswlls 830 Prize Time 530 
Family Fortunes 6.15 Prize Tme 630 
730 Prize Tkno 7.15 TOO Per 
Cert 7.45 Prize Time 758 The Crystal Maze 
930 Prize Time 8.15 Strfce »(Lixriky 935 
Prize Tme 1030 Endurance UK 1030 Prize 
Tme 10X5 The Cooler 11.15 Prize Time 
1130 Canal Knontodge 1230 am Trea- 
Eura Hurt 130 The P^airtd Game 200 
Croaswfle 230 Fanny Fortunes 330 
Endmnce UK 330 Bfockbustas 430 
RtteerHD-Ona 430 Glra Us a Clue 530 
Shopping wth Scraanshop 

BRAVO _ 

830pm The Extremists 830 Bushido 930 
The Men Who Kited Kennedy 1030 
Ektreme Wresting 1030 Seay Sex 1130 
FILM: Ktter Tomatoes 1308B> Sex Byifx 
135 Seay Sac 205 The Man Who KBed 
Kennedy333 H Lit Red Scorpion U 530 
Frertry Stories 830 Buertdo 

PARAMOUNT COMEDY 

7.00pm Queiess 730 Desmonds 830 
Rosesme 830 Just Shoot Me 930 Elen 
930 Seinfeld 1030 Frasier 1030 Cheers 
1130 The Dee Show 1130 The Lany 


Sanders Show 1230 The Late Show 
130am Sledgehammer 130 The Critic 
200 Dr KaC 230 Soap 330 Girls on Top 
330 NtfrtsBnd 430 Close 
THE SCI-FI CHANNEL 

SATELLITE: SpnvUBDtOGHT ONLY 
930 BatOestar Galsctica 1030 Quantum 
Leap 1130 Dark Shadows 1130 The Ray 
Bradbuy Theatre 1200 The Twitght Zone 
130pm Tates ol the Unexpected 130^Talas 
ol the Unexpected 230 Ueor Headroom 
330 BaOtestai GaiwrUre 430 Amazing 
Slones 430 Mysteries. Magic and Mrades 
5.00 Sightings 830 Tima Trax 7.00 
Quantum Leap 830 The Flash 030 
Babylon 5 1030 FUJI: Xtro U: The 
Second Encounter 1200 The Twfllghi 
Zone 130am FILM: Thnacop 330 Close 

HOME a LEISURE _ 

630am The Joy of Parting 830 The Great 
Gartering PkX?.00 Garden Dooors730 A 
Weekend's Wbrit 830 Her Hunt Ffertng 
Adventures 830 Furrtare on the Mend 
B30 The Joy o( Panting 930 The Greet 
Gardening Plot 1030 Gertei Doctore 
1030 A Weekend's Work 1130 Rex Hat 
fishkig Artartures 1130 Fumflue on the 
Mend 1200 Home Again 1230pm Room 
lor Improvement 130 Cookabout 130 In 
the Workshop 230 Thte Old House 230 
The Ocemen 330 Two's Country 330 
These Four wails H 

DISCOVERY _ 

430pm Rax Hunt Ftehhg World430Wheel 
Niue 5.00 firsl Flights530Andeni Warriors 
030 Anmrt Docks 630 Wld Dtccowry 
Unman Grade 730 Beyond 2000 830 
How DtdDwy BukJ Tha? 830 Ankrel X 
930 Seotts of the Tempiara 10.00 Hidden 
Agendas: Trinfly and Beyond 1130 Real 
Lwee: Undetwaw Cope 1200 The Great 
E&puane 130am first Rights 130 Wheel 
Nut* 230 Ooee 

ANIMAL PLANET _ 

1230 The Sbxy d Lfcste 130pm Animal 
Doctor 130 Nature Wfflch with JuSan 
Flatter 230 An Bird TV 230 HumarVNaarra 
330 Zoo Susy 430 Jack Hurra's Zoo Lite 
430 Wl(ffe SOS 530 Hany's Practice 
530 Nature wach wrih Jufian Pettier 630 
Kraft's Creatures 830 Lassie 730 Animal 
Planet CissJcs 830 Animal Doctor 830 
ProSes of Naaxe 930 Emergency Vets 
1030 WUdWe SOS 1030Craoodie Hrawre 
1130 Animal X 1130 Emergency vete 

1200 Qoee 


NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 

730pm Rat WSrs 730 The Dolphn Socteiy 
830 Dinosaur Week Dnosaus 930 
Passionste People The Amazing World of 
Mni BoastE 1030 The Amazon Warrior 
1130 Mother Beer Man 1130 World at 
Water 1230 The Soul ol Spain 

THE HISTORY CHANNEL 

430pm Crvi War 530 Classic Cara 830 
Anoem Mysteries 730 Brun Force Bomb¬ 
er Group 730 Edward Windsor Presents 
Crown end Country 

CARLTON FOOD [CABLE] 

930em Food Network Dally 930 Food kx 
Thought 1030 Feasts of the World 1030 
WonBl Thompson Cooks 1130 Whai'a 

GooMng? 1130 Gann's KMwn Coflege 
1200 Food Network Daly 1250pm The 
EpireTrafl 130 Food for ThOLflWlJOCFN 
Home Shopping 200 Aldo's ttaUm Job 
230 Food Network Daly 330 Ross's 
Foreign Assignment 330 Craon's Klchen 
Collage 430 Thoroughly Modem British 
430 Japaraasy 630 Ckse 

LIVING _ 

630am Tiny Living 930 The Rosearme 
Show 930 Jeny Springer 70.40 Michael 
Cola 1130 Brootatde 1200 Luring issues 
1230pm Rescue 911 130 Beyond Be&el: 
Fact or Fstion 135 Cant Cook. Won't Cook 
235 Rofonda 255 living it Upl 335 The 
Roseanne Show 445 Tempeat 535 
Ready. Steady, Cook 6.10 Jerry Springer 
730 Rescue 911730 Beyond Be&ef: Fact 
or fiction 830 Enterteximeni Now 1 8.10 
Mfch&el Cole 930 HaBax FP 1130 Sex 
1230 Close 

ZEE TV _ 

830am Out and Atuii 630 Zoo Hcatfi 
Show 730 Jaagran 730 News 830 Irrdb 
Business Report 830 MargOTa 9.00 
RfeWey: Tta Love Stories 1030 Panchwan. 
MausBm 1130 Aatebre 1130 Parampara 
1200 FILM 330pm Chaio Cinema 330 
Zee Health Show 430 Campus 430 Ek 
Minute 630 A* Mhkxi 530 Gumrah 630 
Top ol the Tope 630 Banegi April Baal 730 
Baa Ben Jaye 730 Fun Fflmi Style 830 
News 830 Amanat 930 AjnaDi Raastey 
1030 fkte Pe fcka 1030 Wbh 1130 
Prauchkheira 1200 News 1230am 
Ghocnta Aaina 130 Jee Sarab 130 
Ratfwt 200 FILM 430 RUrt SkkM 200 
Janam Daata 530 Sa Re Ga Na 
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RUGBY UNION 37 

Former Argentina 
* = ^*' 1 international makes 
debut for Australia 




SPORT 

WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 18 1998 


Campbell handed England captaincy after Villa defender is omitted 

Noddle 

delivers 
snub to 
Southgate 

By Oliver Holt, football correspondent 


BRIDGE clubs, be they in the 
Home Counties or the Bronx, 
are not readily associated with 
calls to arms. Still, a few opti¬ 
mists went to the South Bucks 
branch yesterday hoping to be 
stirred, to be rallied, to be told 
that things were going to get 
better for'the England football 
team at Wembley tonight after 
the trials and tribulations of 
previous months. But after 
Glenn Hoddie had finished 
with them, bridge clubs every¬ 
where breathed a sigh of 
relief. 

Everyone knows that the 
England coach is hardly a 
troubadour. He is not an 
expansive man. not someone 
given to shows of passion, 
spontaneity or lyricism. But at 
a time when England and 
their supporters need ail the 
cheer they can get. the stolid, 
grim pose he struck on a day 
when even his detractors were 
seeking reasons for optimism 
would not have enlivened a 
whist drive, let alone the build¬ 
up to an international football 
match. 

Hoddie was in a bad mood, 
apparently. He was cross, he 
later told television and radio 
Marions. about the manner in 
which some newspapers yes¬ 
terday morning had treated 
his studiously uncontrorersial 
comments about David Beck¬ 
ham. He had a right to be 
annoyed, but rather than con¬ 
front the problem, dismiss it 
and move on to the raising of 
spirits for the match against 
the Czech Republic at Wem¬ 
bley tonight, Hoddie chose to 
sulk. 

Sometimes it is almost as if 
he is courting adverse criti¬ 
cism- Last night, for example. 


it appeared that he had left 
Gareth Southgate out of the 
starting line-up, even after the 
Aston Villa centre half had 
gone to the extreme of having 
die birth of his first child, a 
daughter, induced so that he 
could join up with the squad. 
Many had expected Southgate 
to be rewarded with the cap¬ 
taincy for that sacrifice, but he 
was consigned to the substi¬ 
tutes’ bench instead. 

Invited to praise the patriot¬ 
ism and commitment of South- 
gate, Hoddie ventured only 
this: “A squad was chosen, he 
was in it and now he has 
arrived." Is it any wonder that, 
one by one. he appears to be 
systematically alienating his 
men? Their respect for him 
seems to be dwindling by the 
day. If England scored as 
many own goals as their 
coach, they would already be 
out of the European champion- 
ship- 

The bright points in the line¬ 
up are a chance for Rio Ferdin¬ 
and at (he centre of the back 
three, the handing of the cap¬ 
taincy to the consistently excel¬ 
lent Sol Campbell and the pres¬ 
ence of the Aston Villa team¬ 
mates, Paul Mensem and Dion 
Dublin, in a lively front three. 
Lee Hendrie, foe young Villa 
midfield player, is also likely 
to make an appearance as a 
substitute. Hoddie could and 
should have emphasised those 
positives. Instead, he chose 
recalcitrance. 

In some ways, of course, it 
does not matter what he says 
to the press or what is written 
and said about him. But foe di- 
mate of suspicion and antago¬ 
nism fostered by his attitude 
seeps through to players who 
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No 1566 


ACROSS 
l Quibble (5) 

7 Principled (7) 

S Woodblock (flooi) (7) 

9 Ham it up (7) 
f I Saturate (6) 

13 Restless desire (for) (9) 

15 US Western film tough-gay 
(4.5) 

19 Hearty laugh (6) 

21 Prohibits (7) 

23 Variant of element (7) 

24 Reticule; Jack Worthing mis¬ 
laid in one (7) 

25 Call across Swiss valley (5) 


DOWN 

1 Love god (5) 

2 Engulfing spiral (eg of whirl¬ 
pool) 16) 

3 Get (project) started (6) 

4 Banff) 

5 Looking-glass (6) 

6 Railed platform; theatre area (7) 
10 Norse raider; a sea area (6) 
12 Risk, danger (6) 

14 Washington DC river (7) 

(6 A nonentity; Poofer. forGros- 
smiths (6) 

17 Speech of praise (6) 

18 Provide: be able to purchase (6) 
20 Execute turning movement (5) 
22 Breathy gesture: the Moor's 

Last, Rushdie (4) 


SOLUTION TO NO 1565 

ACROSS: I Shibboleth 9 Analogy 10 Twirl 11 Till 
12 Nutrient 14 Retort 15 Balsam 18 Friendly 20 Fire 
22 Radii 23 Galilee 24 Sixth sense 
DOWN: 2 Hoof 3 Bayeux 4 Outbreak 5 Exile 
6 Half-timbered 7 Master of Arts 8 Pallet 13 Brandish 
16 Shield 17 Plague 19 Index 21 Alms 
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A reluctant Hoddie faces foe media yesterday as England prepare for their match against foe Czech Republic 


have been less than impressed 
with their coach for some time 
now. They read the papers, 
particularly foe tabloid pa¬ 
pers. and cadi public relations 
blunder that Hoddie makes in¬ 
creases foe pressure on them 
at a time when they need un¬ 
conditional backing to restore 
their shattered confidence. 

At one stage, he was so reluc¬ 
tant to talk about the need for 
a convincing victory against 
foe Czechs, to propel England 
into a new year with renewed 
vigour, that he seemed to be 
ptggesting a defeat might be 
just as welcome. “In many 
ways." he said, “i might learn 
a lot more about the players-jf 
the game does not go smooth¬ 
ly. If they do not perform for 
whatever reason, then I wifi 
learn from that as well." 

One would think that he 
had experienced more than 
enough adversity in the past 
few months to wish any more 
upon his players. They have 
only won three of their past 
eight games, after all, and the 


last of those—the 34) win over 
Luxembourg — was so uncon¬ 
vincing it was met with a cho¬ 
rus of jeers from the travelling 
fans. 

Even if, as he said, the true 
importance of die match 
against the Czechs is as a build¬ 
ing block towards the next Eu¬ 
ropean championship qualify¬ 
ing game, against Poland at 


Wembley on March 27. secur¬ 
ing a win tonight is vital if the 
siege mentality that has settled 
over England is to be lifted, 
and hope of making it to Hol¬ 
land and Belgium in 2000 is to 
be rekindled. 

The Last thing that HoddJe 
or his players need is to be 
booed off again at Wembley, 
as they were after their 00 


ENGLAND (3-4-1-2) 

NMartyn (LeedsUnited) 

MKaown H Ferdinand S Campbell 
(Areerafl (West Ham Utd) {Tottenham, captain) 

D Andsiton DBeckham N Butt GLe Seine 
(Tottenham) (Man Utd) (Man Utd) (Chelsea) 
PMaraon (Aston VBa) 

D Dublin 1 Wright 

(Aston Vila) (West Ham Utd) 

CZECH REPUBLIC (3-5-2) 

VSmicer PKuka 

(RC Lens) (FC Nuremberg) 

P Berger RLatat RBejtal TVotava KPoboraky 
(Uvorpoofl (SchafceW) (AH Madrid) (Sparta Prague) (Benfiga) 

TRspk* U Novotny MKolulek 

(FiorentJna) (Sparta Prajjue) (Otomouc) 

PKouba (Victoria Zakov) 

Referee: UMejer (Switzerland) TW RV, 11.10: h0*gNs 


draw with Bulgaria last 
month, but Hoddie was loath 
even to acknowledge this fact 
“What you gitys need for to¬ 
morrow morning." he told the 
assembled reporters, “and 
what I need l or next March 
are miles apart 
The most satisfying thing 
for me would be to go and see 
some of the players who have 
been on the fringe of foe squad 
go out there and do well I 
want players to hit me in the 
eye. But if they don't they 
shouldn't feel that they will be 
cast out of the squad. Sol will 
be captain because he leads by 
example. The players respond 
to him. 1 don't want to cast my 
mind bade to what happened 
after foe Bulgaria game. It is 
negative. You have to throw 
yourself forward. If these play¬ 
ers go out there with fear, it 
will be detrimental to their per¬ 
formance, They are not on 
trial." 

Wright stuff; page 40 

Czech males, page 40 


Hemeiy strikes gold again 


THIRTY years after achieving 
foe ultimate athletic goal, win¬ 
ning an Olympic gold medal 
with a world record. David 
Hemeiy has been voted into 
the most powerful post in Brit¬ 
ish athletics. It is almost as 
long since Harold Abrahams, 
the 1924 Chariots of Fire 
Olympic 100 metres champi¬ 
on. thought that Hemery had 
foe credentials to become foe 
sport's most influential offi¬ 
cial. but then changed his 
mind. 

H emery was revealed yester¬ 
day — to his surprise — as the 
first president of Athletics UK. 
A vole by a sturdy 46 per cent 
of Britain's 1,604 clubs gave 
him a margin of victory every 
bit as clear-cut as foe one he 
had at the 1968 Mexico Olym¬ 
pics. Hemery recounted how 
Abrahams, who governed Brit¬ 
ish athletics for many years, 
had suggested to him in 1972 
that he might be a suitable suc¬ 
cessor — until he heard his rad¬ 
ical ideas on professionalism, 
medical support, and separate 
administration for the elite 
and masses. 

As Hemery panted oat yes¬ 
terday. if they were radical 
views then, they are substance 
now. Yet until yesterday, Hem¬ 
ery had not been voted into any 
official role in the sport since 
he was chairman of foe Inter¬ 
national Athletes' Club in 1973 
and 1974. He has worked on 
the periphery, but mostly he 
has been committed to his man¬ 
agement training busijxss- 


By David Powell, athletics correspondent 


It is a business he shares 
with David Whitaker, foe 
coach to Great Britain’s 1988 
Olympic gold-medal winning 
men’s hockey team, and Sir 
John Whitmore, a former Eu¬ 
ropean saloon car champion. 
When'Hemery was asked to 
stand for the presidency, an 
unpaid post, he was encour¬ 
aged by Whitaker and Whit¬ 
more. The greater flexibility 
they were offering him at work 
convinced him he should. 

With the biggest dubs hav¬ 
ing five votes, cfown to one for 
the smallest, Hemery polled 
426 — a winning margin of 
more than 100 votes. Sir Eddie 
KulukundLs, foe theatre impre¬ 
sario and athletics benefactor, 
polled 309; Steve Ovett, the 
1980 Olympic 800 metres 
champion, 274; Tom McNab, 
the coach and writer, 129; and 



Mike Turner, the former 
Great Britain Olympic team 
manager. 99. One of Hemet’s 
first moves will be not to iso¬ 
late the other four. 

In a classic example of Cole- 
manballs, David Coleman, 
commentating on Hemery*5 
Olympic victory, became so 
carried away by the moment 
of triumph that he just about 
managed to describe Gerhard 
Hennige, from Germany, win¬ 
ning the silver medal before 
screaming: "And who cares 
who^s ftlrtfr Unfortunately 
for Coleman. Britain cared. It 
was John Sherwood. Hem¬ 
ery's team-mate. 

Yesterday, Hemery. a win¬ 
ner once more, cared not only 
who was third, but who was 
second, fourth and fifth. He 
said he wanted to hear the 
views of the other four. "There 


FAST TRACK TO 
THE TOP 


Hemery; flexibility 


BorwJiJy 18,1944. Oruncester 
Hm MhkrtK Won Olympic 400 manes hur- 
des nU medal In mriawad «a.l2aec ai 
Iho 1968 Olympic Gamas m Mexico CXy 
Three times winner ol BBC Stocrssra 
mart. 

The official: chairman ol Inteiratiml Ath¬ 
letes' Club (1973-74). Jtel president ot Atn- 
laftsUKpisa) 

The buakmsmaiE has im a business tar 
tfie post ten years, epplymg Ihe pnrxaptesd 
coaching Into rnanagofrxart trarrKrtrj In moo- 
vtdBltie voter 

Tim writer: author of Another Hurdfe 
(1975), SpcrfrTp Etcnfanes — Wha KteJu-s 
A Champion? (1980). Athletes in Action 
tiWT). Winning WithtxM Drugs (1KXJ). 


was nobody who received no 
votes,” Hemery said. Overt, 
who Hemeiy had marked 
down as foe probable winner, 
said that he thought the choice 
of Hemery was “a safe pair of 
hands". 

There were ironies at every 
turn. Hemery was proposed 
by Brighton and Hove AC 
Ovett’s former dub; Kuluku- 
ndis became a devotee of foe 
sport after being impressed by 
Hemetys modesty; and Hem¬ 
ery himself was inspired to be¬ 
come an athlete after watching 
Chris Chataway. chairman of 
the steering group which im¬ 
plemented the poll, in his epic 
5,000 metres against Vladimir 
Kuts. 

“If we had been able to cho¬ 
reograph the whole thing as 
far as candidates and results 
are concerned, we could not 
have done better.” Chataway 
said. Hemery. 54, is perceived 
as foe quintessential English¬ 
man and is a strong anti- 
drugs voice. 

He said he was excited that 
rapid progress was being 
made towards DNA urine test¬ 
ing. “I feel very sorry that, 
when 1 ase a fine performance, 
there is that niggling question 
of ‘gosh I wonder',” he said. 
Under Hemery. David 
Moorcroft, widely praised in 
his year as chief executive dur¬ 
ing difficult times, seems like¬ 
ly to continue in the role, “ft 
would take an outstanding 
candidate to dislodge him.” 
Hemery said. 



CRICKET 39 

Confidence growing 
that Atherton 
will take Test place 


Europe’s top 
clubs ready 
for kick-off 


By Rob Hughes 


THOSE who believe it is all 
over, that Uefa. European foot¬ 
ball's governing body, has re¬ 
gained foil control of the 
Champions' League and that 
Media Partners and any other 
outsiders have lost may only 
hare half foe truth. In a casi¬ 
no in Madrid yesterday, 14 of 
Europe's leading dubs pro¬ 
nounced themselves to be be¬ 
hind Uefa and ready to kick 
off foe European authorities' 
proposed new 32-club format 
from next season. 

Fine. Sepp Blatter, the pres¬ 
ident of Fife, the world gov¬ 
erning body, followed that up 
with a dear statement: No 
parties outside the football es¬ 
tablishment would be al¬ 
lowed to get their hands on 
the European competitions, 
or foe vast monies from televi¬ 
sion rights and sponsorships 
that have attracted foe at¬ 
tempts this year to _ 

take them out of 

Uefa control. ‘PpT 

However, after 
foe casino meet- « 

ing. Lorenzo Sanz. oo J 

the president of 
| Real Madrid, and iTVi 

evidently the host J 

to this gathering 
: of the self-elected C1C9J 
elite, warned: “We 
are not a parallel N/T q t 

Uefa. We are col¬ 
laborating with j 
Uefa. We are a 
working group 
and we don't want 
j to replace anyone.” Then 
Sanz. whose own club has re- 
I gained past glories but contin¬ 
ues to struggle against insol¬ 
vency. declared that he is to 
be secretary to an even small¬ 
er select group of five dubs — 
Real Madrid. AC Milan. Bay¬ 
ern Munich. Porto and Mar¬ 
seille — who intend to serve 
as a sub-group, in continuous 
discussion until Uefa. Natu¬ 
rally, their business will in¬ 
volve the cutting of foe cake, 
the intention of big dubs to 
get tiie biggest slice of the 
£275 million Uefa believes it 
can generate from foe Cham¬ 
pions' League next season. 

But wail Barely two 
months ago Sanz warned 
Uefa that h would rue the day 
it fined and ordered Real Ma¬ 
drid to play its next European 
game on neutral territory af¬ 
ter foe shambles of foe col¬ 
lapsed goalposts at foe Bema- 
beu stadium last season. He 


‘Perhaps 
Sanz is 
trying to 
dear Real 
Madrid’s 
debts’ 


now darkly suggests that the 
sub-group will seek discus¬ 
sions over fines, and over oth¬ 
er matters of Fife rule. 

When Blatter yesterday 
supported the status qua he 
mentioned that it amounted to 
anarchy for organisations out¬ 
side foe sporting authorities 
to tty to rule. Is it not anarchy 
if the dubs that are, for the 
moment all powerful, also to 
attempt to prejudice not only 
the distribution of profits, but 
now also whether or not they 
should be subjected to punish¬ 
ment when they err? 

The main conclusion in 
Madrid yesterday came from 
the so-called G-14—the dubs 
who deem themselves to be 
Europe’s elite. They are Real 
Madrid, Barcelona. AC Mi¬ 
lan. In tern azi on ale. Juven- 
rus, Manchester United. Liv¬ 
erpool, Bayern Munich, 
Borussia Dort- 
mund, Ajax, PSV 
ismc Eindhoven, Mar- 

seilles. Paris St 

. Germain and FC 

LZ IS Porto. 

They propose 
IO tn that income 

should reflect foe 
n omnipotence of 

K0al the leading dubs 

in foe leading na- 
riH’q tions. They want 

a 45 per cent of foe . 

, , total to go to dubs- 

)lS from England, 1 

France. Germany. 

- Italy and Spain, 25 . 

per cent to be distributed to all 
foe participating dubs, and 
the remaining 30 per cent to be 
handed out as prize-money. 

One might almost suspect 
that Sanz is attempting to 
dear Real Madrid's debts by 
the end of the decade. 

In their togetherness foe 14 
(or is ft the five?) will surely 
sow disharmony among oth¬ 
ers. Can you imagine the 
thoughts of David Dein. the 
vice-chairman of Arsenal, who 
was vigorous in puffing foe 
case for change within Uefa, 
and who now discovers that 
Arsenal are outside the elite? 

The 51 countries affiliated 
to Uefa will meet in Geneva 
next week to discuss their re¬ 
sponse. Uefa is scheduled to 
round up their final offer an 
December 11, and one week 
later the group calling them¬ 
selves G-14 wifi meet again, i 
Change is upon us. democra- | 
cy might take longer. 
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Unlikely. When companies make investment 
decisions, they want to know what they are 
getting for foeir money. 

Morse has Enterprise Computing Centres for 
just this reason. Clients can put large, complex 
systems through their paces before they buy 
them. They often camp out in our centres for 
weeks before they are satisfied. 

Our competitors have reaHy nice brochures. 

- Compu ters 
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